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Greetings Shipmates, 

Welcome to the Summer edition of your 'Full Ahead.'

In this edition I hope you will find something of interest, for a start there is the
continuing story of the 'Battle of the Atlantic' compiled by Bill Anderson, which will be a
feature for a number of editions for quite awhile as there are over twenty pages to cover,
also an interesting item with regard to a heritage ship SS Freshspring, which is on display
at Bideford near Barnstaple in the West Country, many people living in Bristol may
remember her as she plied her trade as a fresh water carrier? 

Next year is a rather special one for our Association as we celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the forming of the Merchant Navy Association, the first branch being
formed in Birmingham. Sandra & John Turner are organising a gathering in Birmingham on
Sunday 12th May, please see the notice inside, please do make an effort to attend this
important event, more information as it becomes available nearer the time, but put it in
your diary.Well time for me to close but hope you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday?

Yours Aye,

John Rix (Editor)

Cover Story
BRITISH ARGOSY (1966)

112,786 dwt, 62,427 grt

b. Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Wallsend

single screw, 16 kt service speed, 2 steam turbines by Wallsend Slipway & Engineering

BRITISH ARGOSY was the largest tanker in the BP fleet when she entered service. The
size of post-war tankers had dramatically increased with the need for more oil. However,
even as she began trading, her future - and the future of British shipbuilding and engineering
- was being eclipsed by the first 200,000 dwt supertankers being built in Japan. Closure of
the Suez Canal and oil supply problems in the 1970's made her less economic to run and she
was broken up in Taiwan in 1976.

Cheers 

Ossie
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The famed ocean liner QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 has been refurbished
and shifted to a permanent berth at Port Rashid, Dubai, where she
will enter a new phase of life as a floating hotel. The QE2 exited
service with Cunard Line in 2008 and has been in layup in Dubai ever
since. This month, after a deep cleaning, paint touch-ups, new livery
on her bow and the removal of her propeller, tugs moved the QE2
to Dubai's old cruise terminal. According to her new operator, QE2
Dubai, the venerable vessel will have 12 attractions, including fine
restaurants, theatres and nightclubs.

The QE2 is a transatlantic passenger liner built in 1969. Upon her
retirement she was purchased by Dubai World subsidiary Istithmar,
which intended to use her as a floating hotel. However, her sale
coincided with the onset of the global financial crisis in 2008, which
had a heavy impact on Dubai, and plans for her conversion were

delayed. She was nearly sold to Chinese buyers for scrap in 2012, but
the plan was cancelled and she was rescued by another set of Emirati
buyers.

The QE2 had a long and distinguished history of service. She was
requisitioned by the British government during the Falklands War, and
she transported 3,000 troops of the Fifth Infantry Brigade across the
Atlantic to fight. In 2002, she set a world record as the first merchant
ship to pass five million nautical miles of total travel. As the market
changed in the 2000s, she retired from the transatlantic liner route
and entered service as a full-time cruise ship, with round-the world
and Mediterranean itineraries. However, the passage of the 2010
SOLAS requirements meant that costly changes would be required
for her continued operation, and Cunard made the decision to retire
her before the convention's entry into force. Source: MAREX

The Grants Manager of national maritime
charity, the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society,
has raised more than £1,400 for the
organisation, having completed the recent
gruelling London Marathon. 

Sami Raeburn completed the course in the
hottest marathon on record in five hours and
12 minutes, comfortably surpassing her
£1,000 fundraising target in the process. 

On her achievement, Sami said: “I am so
proud to be able to say I completed the
marathon and especially for such an
important cause. 

“The Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society carries
out amazing work in providing financial and
practical assistance to seafarers and their
dependants in need. Thanks to everyone
who sponsored me, the charity will be able
to significantly impact the lives of those who
need it most.” 

Since 1839, the Shipwrecked Mariners’
Society has provided financial and practical
help, assistance and advice to fishermen and
mariners and their dependants who have
suffered hardship, misfortune or poverty, as
a result of being at sea or on retirement.

Sami smashes Marathon
fundraising target

Ocean Liner Queen Elizabeth 2 Reopens
as Floating Hotel
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Old sailors like to drink a bit, and talk of days of yore,

To greet the hands that sailed the ships, that now have gone before,

These lads have seen the best of men, and often times the worst,

But now they love a drink or two, to quench their salty thirst.

Recalling nights in foreign bars when they stood upon the table,

To sing the songs of sailor men that were heard for 
‘most a cable

Reciting verse like Dead Eye Dick, Magrew and Eskimo Nell,

The rousing words of ballads, and of Kipling, they would tell.

It’s swell to go out with your mates again to have a drop of cheer,

To recall the days of a dinner time session, when still in your 
working gear.

Yes, it’s good to meet another crew, and those from a previous ship,

To have a yarn and a laugh once more, a tot, and a merry quip.

A storm, a fire or injury, whatever lay in store,

Was covered by resourcefulness, you’d never see ashore.

These are the times they talk about, and recall with honest pleasure

“Come on Bo’s another one - here’s a double measure.”

They rode the mighty oceans when the seas were rolling white,

And they saw the hungry days, when the land was out of sight.

Then came wondering home again, no matter where they’ve been,

Sighting whales and flying fish where the blue sea turns to green.

So it’s wonderful to chew the fat, right up to seven bells,

To argue with your ‘shell-back’ friends, ‘till the Landlord loudly yells.

They remember ports in distant lands, the one’s well known to sailors,

And the hand-stitched suits they swaggered in - made by the 
Chinese tailors.

It matters not, what rank you were, when the barman takes 
your money

Or how they spin the hyperbole to make the facts so funny,

It does ‘em good to swing the lamp and talk of many things,

For they will chat to anyone, from lonely tramp to Kings.

The wife, she says “your crackers” to go sinking pints once more,

But in her heart she knows - when you roll through the door,

That you’ve sailed the Western Ocean, and your time was not in vain,

‘Cause those old men were shipmates - brought back to life again.

Old Sailors A poem by Joe Earl
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With great thanks to the Bristol Times we bring you news of “SS Freshspring”



FullAhead

7

FullAhead

Continued

Two Limerick Steamship Company ships, SS Lanahrone and SS
Clonlara were part of the nightmare Convoy OG 71, which left
Liverpool on the 13th August 1941 As Merchant Ships of a neutral
country the Limerick ships hadno black out facilities, and the Master of
the British Convoy Commodores ship the liner SS. Aguila objected that
this would make the convoy visible to the enemy of a night. In an
attempt to make them less visible the Vice Admiral who was Convoy
Commodore positioned the two Irish ships in centre of the convoy. On
the 19th August in separate attacks the Norwegian destroyer HNoMS
Bath was drawn away from convoy and sunk by U-204, and three
minutes later U-559 sank British Merchant ship SS. Alva. The SS.
Clonlara rescued 13 survivors from SS. Alva. Two hours later U-201sank
the Commodore ship SS. Aguila and the British cargo ship SS. Ciscar.
Two days later U-564 sank the SS.Clonlara. The flower class corvette
HMS Campion rescued 13 survivors 8 from SS. Clonlara, and 5 from SS.
Alva. 8 Merchant ships were lost and 2 Naval escorts, with a total of
400 lives lost. Five of the surviving Merchant ships reached Gibraltar, a
further 10 retreated to neutral Portugal this was classed as a bitter act
of surrender. In Lisbon the SS. Lanahrones crew went on strike, this
was resolved with extra life-rafts. The Irish Poplar was waiting in Lisbon
and decided to make its own way home, while the City of Dublin
brought the SS. Clonara surviving crew to Cork. SS. Lanahrone joined
Convoy HG 73 and nine of the 25 ships in that  convoy were lost.
These experiences and the inability of the Royal Navy to protect
Merchant ships had a most profound affect on all Irish ships .Thereafter
they were blacked out when sailing in allied convoys. Shipowners, on
the advice of their masters, decided not to sail in British convoys. 

Polish Merchant Navy & Royal Navy. Polska Marynarka
Wojenna

September 1939 the Polish Navy goes to War, it had 4 destroyers, 5
submarines, 1 minelayer, and six modern minesweeper’s. A number of
these ships were lost in the Baltic to enemy air action, three of the
submarines were interned in Sweden and could not reach Britain, those
that got through were based in Scotland, including the submarines. An
Anglo - Polish Naval Agreement was drawn up in November 1939,
basically it was to allow the Polish crews to be commanded by Polish
Officers and were all aloud to wear Polish Navy Uniforms, and rank
distinctions and subject to Polish regulation, but subordinated to the
operational control of the British Admiralty. The ships were sovereign
Polish territory. 

The Polish Merchant fleet had also been successful in removing itself
from Baltic waters in 1939, a total of 38 Merchant Vessels having
escaped.These ships were then integrated into the Allied Merchant
Navy Pool . 

The Polish Navy can claim that it fought from the first to the last day
of the war. The German invasion of Denmark and Norway involved all
the Polish ships operating out of British ports. The early summer of
1940 perhaps marked a bad time when the Polish Navy lost one of its
two submarines, one of its three destroyers was also sunk. There was
Also server Losses in it’s Merchant fleet the liners Pilsudski and
Chrobry. To replace vessels they were given British ships for example
HMS Garland became ORP Garland, two patrol vessels Medoc and
Pomerol, and twelve ex Belgium Trawlers, and a French destroyer. 

Polish Navy Destroyers moved to their new base at Greenock and
from their they participated in the hard fought Battle of Atlantic, the
destroyers Piorunand Blyskawica and Orkan and Burza and Garland
served as escorts for the trans - Atlantic convoys. 

The Polish Merchant Navy took part in the following : 

Carried Allied troops to Norway, Evacuated British and Polish

troops from France in 1940, Took children to the safety of
America, Brought American and Canadian troops to Britain,
Carried valuable cargoes to Murmansk and Africa, Participated
in large scale landings of the Allies - in North Africa, Salerno, the
invasion of Normandy and the South of France.

In all some 54 vessels with a total tonnage of 188,000 tons carried
nearly 5 million tons of valuable War supplies.

Numbers of these ships called into Scottish ports, 11 of these ships
were lost in action including three liners. 

The Losses were made good by using mainly ex British ships to
replace war time Losses, also to effect an expansion in the Polish Navy
including a cruiser the first they ever had, so it was 2 cruisers , 6
destroyers, 3 submarines and 8 Motor Torpedo Boats were transferred
over to the Polish Royal Navy.

There are a few Memorials around Scotland for these hero’s. 

The next phase of the war was to be very successful for the U-Boat
force. The occupation of France was a strategic step forward with the
French ports of Brest, Lorient, St. Nazaire, La Pallice and Bordeaux,
these ports were rapidly occupied and turned into fully functional U-
Boat bases capable of refuelling and re-arming and repairing the U-
Boats. This had a serious outcome invasion of Britain dubbed operation
Sea Lion, as a result many British Destroyers were held back in Home
waters to defend against the threat of invasion, this then had a massive
effect on Convoy’s as it reduced the number of vessels for escort
duties, the shortage of escorts would continue to plague the convoy’s
exposing them to the dangers of U-Boat attacks. 

Wolfpack tactics called for mass coordination on several U-Boat
attacks on the convoy, the first U-Boat to make contact with convoy
was known as the Shadower who’s job was to maintain contact and
provide information about the course and speed and size of the
convoys. The U-Boats on the surface were often faster than the escorts
and used to surface in the dark as radar was poor quality if they had it. 

From July until October 1940, over 200 allied ships were sunk. The
first successful Wolfpack attack occurred on September 21st 1940.
Convoy HX72 consisted of 42 Merchant ships they were repeatedly
attackedby 4 U-Boats, in three hours they sank 11 ships and 2 severely
damaged, U-99 sank 3 ships, U-100 accounted for a further 7 Merchant
Ships, U-32 sank another Merchant ship and damaged a further one. 

On the 5th October 1940, Convoy SC7 left Ontario bound for
Liverpool. Composed of 34 Merchant Vessels deployed in 9 columns,
for the first eleven days the convoy was protected by one escort sloop,
the first attack came in the early hours of October 16th West of
Scotland. 7 U-Boats converged and attacked sending ship after ship to
the bottom, 20 Merchant Vessels sunk. 

The escort could do nothing but pick up survivors from the attack, of
the 34 Merchant Vessels only 12 made it to port! this was because the
Wolfpack had been notified that another large convoy HX79 was
coming into range, on October 19th the second convoy battle
commenced, 5 U-Boats attacked, this led to a further 12 Merchant
Vessels being sunk and 2 damaged, U-47 claimed 6 Merchant Vessels,
then on December 1st, 10 U-Boats including 3 Italian, caught up and
attacked the fast moving convoy HX90 and torpedoed a further 13
Merchant Ships, 10 were sunk and 3 damaged. The Wolfpack attacks
were very successful, leading to a colossal slaughter of British Merchant
Ships, in three months 2nd September to 2nd December 1940, 157
allied ships had been lost sunk, and 3 U-Boats. It was realised that the
convoys needed more escorts, newly constructed corvettes and small
warships of less than 1,000 tons were assigned convoy duties! And a
loan of 50 old model Destroyers from USA! It was at this point Prime

Battle of Atlantic 1939/1945
Compiled and put together from documents by Bill Anderson MNM
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Minister Winston Churchill had privately confided that he feared the
Battle of Atlantic May be lost! This led to the second British strategy
which was the formation of permanent escort groups specially trained
for convoy protection. Where as previously escorts were assembled
from any available vessel! Now escorts would undergo training in anti-
submarine warfare! The crews were now trained to work as a team, to
hunt and sink U-Boats before they were to be released for Convoy
Duty. The Battle was now on against the U-Boat. 

I will touch on a few of the convoys so that people can understand
what they were about. They were given codes made up of letters and
numbers there is to many to report all I have mentioned a few before
so I have picked out a few convoys. 

Convoy SC 7

Allied World War 2 Convoy of 35 Merchant Ships and six escorts,
which sailed Eastbound from Nova Scotia for Liverpool and other U.K.
ports on the 5th October 1940. On crossing the Atlantic the convoy
was intercepted and attacked by the first Kriegs marines submarine
Wolfpack’s. During the battle the escort was completely overwhelmed
and 20 of the 35 Merchant ships we sunk and a further 2 damaged ,
with the loss of 141 lives. This disastrous outcome of the convoy clearly
demonstrated the powerful potential of German submarines being able
to work in Wolfpacks tactics and proved the inadequacy of British anti-
submarine tactics at the time! 

Included the speed of the convoy, and some of the Canadian Great
Lakes Vessels. 7 U-boats no casualty! 35 Merchant ships 20 sunk 141
killed ,5 escorts. 

Convoy HX 84

Halifax, Nova Scotia to Liverpool, 38 Merchant Navy Vessels escorted
by the Armed Merchant Cruiser HMS Jervis Bay departed Halifax on
28th October 1940 eastbound to Liverpool. On the 5th November
1940 the German pocket battleship Admiral Scheer found the convoy
and attacked immediately. The Jervis Bay attacked the pocket battle
ship enabling the convoy to scatter, sadly after 20 Minutes the Jervis Bay
was sunk, killing 190 of her crew (hero’s all). The Merchant ship SS.
Beaverford Armed with only two guns engaged with the Admiral Scheer
in what was termed a cat and mouse gunnery game, the duel lasted 4
hours before sadly she was sunk as well with the loss of all hands
(hero’s all) but this had also helped the convoy to escape. The Admiral
Scheer was only able to sink 6 of the 38 vessels in convoy, SS. Maiden,
SS. Trewellard, SS.Kenbame Head, SS.Beaverford, and SS. Fresno were
sunk and the tanker San Demetrio damaged, but failing light allowed the
convoy to escape. The San Demetrio had been abandoned by her crew,
but two days later the crew now in lifeboats sighted her she was still
afloat and still on fire, these hero’s re boarded her got engines running
and brought her to port, a movie was later made about these hero’s.
During attack it was noted one escort present! 

1 German heavy cruiser. 38 Merchant ships. 3 escort ships, 5
Merchant ships sank 1 escort sunk 

HX 106

Halifax, Nova Scotia to Liverpool, 41 ships depart Halifax on 30th
January 1941 eastbound for Liverpool. On the 8th February 1941 the
two German Battle Ships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau appeared over the
horizon. 

The captain of the Scharnhorst offered to draw off the Royal Navy
battleship HMS Ramillies, so Gneisenau could sink the Merchant ships ,
this strategy if successful would have been little risk to Scharnhorst as
she was 11 knots faster and her 11 inch guns outranged the guns on the
British warship, however they followed Hitlers directive not to engage
in enemy capital ships and withdrew. Sigh of relief all round! However
later 2 of the convoys merchant ships were sunk by the submarine U-
96, including MV Arthur F Corwin loaded with 14,000 tons of aviation
fuel, she went down on the 13th February, sadly taking all 59 of her
crew with her. And once again out of the 11 escorts only 1 available at
time of attacks. 

HX 112

Sailed from Halifax on the 1st March 1941 eastbound for Liverpool
with war materials. Many of the Merchant Navy Vessels were Tankers
carrying fuel oil to Britain. The was 41 Merchant Vessels and 6 escorts
at start of the convoy. 

A further two Navy ships met the convoy as it entered the western
approaches, on the 15th March convoy was sighted by U-110 who sent
message out about sightings, it then shadowed the convoy! 

The U-110 was later joined by U-99 and U-100 and U-37 and U-74
making up the Wolfpack and now ready for attacking the Convoy. On
the nights of 15th/16th the attack commenced, U-100 was able to
torpedo a tanker, which burst into flames, but survived and managed to
reach port! All other attacks were frustrated by the activities of the
escorts. Keeping up with the convoy the U-Boats tried again as night fell
on the 16th. U-99 managed to attack the convoy coming at them from
the North on the report side (left) and sank 4 tankers and a freighter in
under an hour. She remained with the central Colum of the convoy
before making her getaway she sank another freighter. 

Meanwhile the escorts searching for the U-Boats outside the convoy
found U-100 on the surface, as she dived she was attacked by depth
charges, to evade further damage she surfaced, she was sighted by
Vanoc who then rammed the U-boat hitting her in the conning tower
area, she sank right away going down with most of her crew. 

U-99 was making her escape she Nearly collided with a destroyer, she
submerged but the depth charges brought her to the surface, she was
fired at on the surface and sank most of the crew survived and taken
prisoner. There was no further attacks and the convoy arrived at
Liverpool on the 20th . 

This convoy was a west bound convoy of 37 Merchant ships, some in
ballastor carrying trade goods, it sailed from Liverpool on 2nd March
1941 bound for ports in North America, It was escorted by an escort of
2 destroyers and two corvettes these would stay with convoy until they
left the western approaches, the campaign escort groups were too
scarce to provide end to end cover! 

On the 6th March 1941 the convoy was sighted by U-47, a report was
sent and she then was shadowing the convoy, she was then joined by
three other U-Boats, U-99, U-70, U-A On the night of the 6/7 March
the wolf pack launched its attack on the convoy. In the early hours of
7th March U-99 slipped into the convoy from ahead, to attack on the
surface, she torpedoed the tanker Athelbeach, sinking her and the
whale factory ship Terje Viken was damaged. U-70 hit the Dunaff Head,
which sank, and damaged the Dutch tanker Mijdrecht as she was only
damaged she turned arounded and went for the U-70 trying to ram her,
She was forced to crash dive, the U-A hit a freighter but did not sink
her. The response of the escorts was swift and effective. The U-boats
were subjected to a fierce bombardment as the warships chased them
down, over 100 depth charges were released over a five hour period.
U-A was damaged but able to escape, U-99 escaped by diving deep and
staying there. The U-70 was damaged in the onslaught and forced to
surface, she was then fired upon by the two corvettes and sunk.
Meanwhile on 8th a U-Boat was spotted on the surface and was
attacked she undertook an emergency dive, and after 4 hours she was
driven to the surface with in yards of one of the escorts, she again
dived, the destroyer sent down a pattern of depth charges, there was a
massive underwater explosion and flames broke on the surface. The
loss of the U47 was rejoiced as she was classed as being responsible for
the sinking of HMS Royal Oak two years previously. 

We had further major loses with convoys PQ17, 35 Merchant Vessels
attacked and 24 sunk. PQ 18, 39 Merchant Vessels attacked 13 sunk. 

Now the wolf packs were getting sunk at a great rate it was the
turning point of the Battle of Atlantic. In total 783 U-Boats destroyed
and 17 Italian U-Boats. 

Following the unexpected Japanese attack on the USA base at Pearl
Harbour on December 7 1941, and USA entering World War 2, Cuba
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declared war on the powers of Axis (Germany, Japan, Italy). 

The battles that took place in Cuban waters throughout the years of
the  conflict became a scenario for naval actions throughout the entire
Caribbean. The Cuban Navy played a modest but significant role. In
January 1942 the oil refinery in Aruba, this was the biggest in the world
at the time, worked at full capacity and produced 7,100,000 barrels of
oil, aviation gasoline, kerosene and lubricants for the Allied countries. At
dawn a clear sky on February 16th German submarines appeared
almost simultaneously off Curaçao, Aruba, and the entrance to Lake
Maracaibo (Venezuela). Aruba refinery was hit and seven tankers were
torpedoed, The crews of the oil tankers refused to sail without an
escort of warships. For seven days no ships sailed, the oil production
ceased as all storage tanks were full! The crew members were arrested
by Dutch authorities of Aruba and Curaçao who were desperate. On
February 21st they convinced some of the crew members to return to
work, but the same day a Norwegian oil tanker was torpedoed and
again the crews refused to sail without an escort! Two days after the
attack on Aruba, on February 18th once again at dawn a submarine
surfaced at Port of Spain Trinidad and sank 2 Merchant Vessels. On
March 9th another submarine sank a further 2 Merchant Vessels in front
of Saint Lucia, between February and March submarines sank 23 oil
Tankers in the Caribbean. In April only 11 sinking’s as the submarines
had to return to Europe to re-fuel and re arm. During June two U-
Boats were detected near the access to the Panama Canal and for two
weeks each day a vessel was sunk 14 in total. July the total was only 17
Vessels sunk because once again the U-Boats were returning to Europe
for re fuelling and re arm. 

The US Navy in response organised a system of convoys in July, but a
shortage of escort vessels increased the number of attacks, the main
task became to rescue shipwrecked personnel, there was a time in
Barbados when there were that many surviving sailors that the island
ran out of provisions to assist them. The US Navy decided to escort the
Merchant Vessels up to 200 miles, but in response the U-Boats
concentrated their forces near a point they started to lose their escorts,
and as soon as escorts disappear they would commence their attacks. In
August 46 vessels were sunk. It was September and the convoys were
re-organised in to a system called Interlocking. The convoys would now
go from Trinidad - Aruba - Guantanamo and on to New York.
September sinking was 25 Merchant ships, October down to 15
Merchant Vessels sunk, November 25 Merchant Vessels sunk. Two
submarines were sunk. Then the U-Boats were called back to Europe
due to the Allied landings in North Africa. In 9 months February to
December the U-Boats sank 263 Merchant Vessels. The Germans only
lost 4 U-Boats, 2 Cuban Merchant Vessels, 1 Merchant Vessel with
Honduran flag, and one fishing boat were sunk in Cuban waters. 

The Battle of the Atlantic brought the war to Canada’s doorstep, with
U-Boats torpedoing ships within sight of Canada’s East Coast and even
in the St Lawrence River. On October 14th 1942, 136 people died
when the ferry SS. Caribou was sunk on her way from Nova Scotia to
Newfoundland. Canada’s Merchant Navy along with the Royal Canadian
Navy and the Royal Canadian Airforce, they played a key roll and major
part in the Allies efforts, Convoy’s were leaving ports Halifax, Sydney,
Nova Scotia and St Johns Newfoundland throughout the war. From
1941 to 1945 Canadian shipyards produced approximately 403
Merchant ships, 281 fighting ships, 206 minesweepers, 254 Tugs and
3,302 landing craft. Canada played an important role in directing Allied
efforts in the Battle of the Atlantic. In 1943 Rear Admiral Leonard
Murray was put in charge of the Allied air and Naval Forces in the
North West Atlantic ... 

RAF Coastal Command 

The first lord of the Admiralty A V Alexander referred them to the
Cinderella Service! To me these gave there all in protecting convoys
albeit at a later date they were hero’s. 

1940 - 1945 Coastal Command sank 366 German Transport Vessels,
damaged 134 vessels, and managed to sink 212 U-Boats. By 1943
Coastal Command finally received recognition it needed and its

operations proved decisive in the victory over the U-Boats. A total of
5,721 Allied crews, 277 enemy, 4,665 mixed were rescued by Coastal
Command. 

Sadly 2,060 Coastal Command Aircraft were lost with a death total of
5,866 personnel died in action. 

Britain’s main convoy port during the Second World War dealing with
Transatlantic, Artic and Mediterranean Convoys was Liverpool. 1941 the
Port of Liverpool became a major Naval base and the HQ of the
Admiralty’s entire Atlantic campaign, this being so started a massive
bombing campaign by the German Luftwaffe, from July 1940 and
January 1942 launched bombing raids, their main targets were the
docks, during 68 bombing raids both sides of the River Mersey were hit,
Over 10,000 homes were completely destroyed and 184,000 severely
damaged, the raids culminated with the famous May Blitz of 1941 to
which heavy raids occurred on the first 7 days of the month. The largest
explosion on Merseyside during the War was caused when the
Ammunition ship SS. Malakand blew up in Huskisson Branch Dock, she
was fully loaded with 1,000 tons of bombs and shells for the Middle East
when the Air raid began, incendiary bombs were falling all around the
ship, a large barrage balloon had broke away from its moorings and
burst into flames and hit SS.Malakand’s deck. After a few hours of fire
fighting by crew and fire brigade as Incendiary bombs kept falling all
around, she finally blew up, a massive explosion totally destroyed the
dock, the dock was never used again and was eventually filled in.
Incredible the death toll was sadly 4 people who lost their lives. Mines
were dropped in Salthouse Dock, Canning half tide Docks, and Albert
Dock, one of the corvettes berthed at the Albert Dock HMS
Campanula on board was the Author Nicholas Monsarrat who later
with his experience during the convoys wrote the famous war novel the
Cruel Sea. 

These raids killed 4,000 civilians and also seriously injured a further
4,000 people. “Liverpool stood together”. And all neighbours helped
each other in those dark days . 

The Fighting Spirit of our Merchant Seamen 

“The Battle of the Atlantic was the dominating factor all through the
War. Never for one moment could we forget that everything happening
elsewhere, on land, at sea, or in the air, depended on its outcome ...
Our Merchant Seamen Displayed their highest qualities, and the
brotherhood of the sea was never more strikingly Shown.” 

W.S.Churchill Closing the Ring 

From Buckingham Palace on Christmas Day HM the King sent the
following message to the Merchant Navy and the Fishing Fleets. 

In the message which I have sent last Christmas to the seamen of the
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets I said that we could listen with an
ever growing hope to the Christmas message of Peace on Earth. That
hope has been wonderfully fulfilled by tremendous events in which the
Merchant Navy have played a great and vital part. 

Never was I more proud of the title “Master of the Merchant Navy
and Fishing Fleets” than at the time of the Normandy Landings, when
thousands of Merchant Seamen, in hundreds of ships took across the
English Channel on that great adventure our armies and equipment
together with complicated gear needed for gaining our footing and
driving home our success on the other side. Never was pride better
justified. This was the greatest combined services operation the world
had ever seen - perhaps the greatest it will ever see. The three fighting
services and the Merchant Navy worked as one vast, complex, but
perfectly constructed machine and won a resounding victory. 

Not all of you could be present on that occasion. Most of you had to
be elsewhere, serving in other operations in the Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean, or sailing other seas - perhaps in biting cold, perhaps
blazing heat, but all engaged on tasks no less vital to our success and
safety in these more hopeful days than the dark days we remember so
well. All have done their duty nobly and all are in our thoughts. 

May God be with you and bless you this Christmastime GEORGE R.1

FullAhead



Current serving members of the Merchant Navy can book
accommodation at the Union Jack Club as a Temporary Honorary
Member (THM). All they will need to do as a THM is to book their
accommodation through our booking office and they can be
contacted either by e-mail and their address is abo@ujclub.co.uk or
by phone on 0207 928 4814. The booking office will issue a booking
confirmation e-mail or letter and on this will be the booking
reference number which will act as their temporary membership
number. On arrival the individual will need their booking
confirmation e-mail or letter and their discharge book in which the
last entry cannot be more than 12 months in the past to show our
security staff on the door.

Ex-Serving

Ex-serving members of the Merchant Navy who are members of
the Merchant Navy Association can book accommodation at the
Union Jack Club as a Temporary Honorary Member (THM). All they
will need to do as a THM is to book their accommodation through
our booking office and they can be contacted either by e-mail and
their address is abo@ujclub.co.uk or by phone on 0207 928 4814.
The booking office will issue a booking confirmation e-mail or letter
and on this will be the booking reference number which will act as
their temporary membership number. On arrival the individual will
need their booking confirmation e-mail or letter and their Merchant
Navy Association Membership Card to show our security staff on the
door.

Ex-serving members of the Merchant Navy who are not members
of the Merchant Navy Association are not eligible to book
accommodation at the Union Jack Club.

Please note that bookings are subject to availability and bookings
cannot be made by anyone other than full members of the club on
the following periods: London Marathon Weekend, Army v Navy
Rugby Match Weekend, Remembrance Weekend, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day & Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve

If you have any queries on this please do not hesitate to contact Stu
Watts, Membership Coordinator on 0207 902 6049 or e-mail
mco@ujclub.co.uk

Yours sincerely,

Stuart Watts

Membership Coordinator, Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London
SE1 8UJ. Tel: 0207 902 6049

National Maritime Charity Chief
Executive Retires

Charity chief executive, Commodore Malcolm Williams CBE RN,
has retired from the national maritime charity, the Shipwrecked
Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society, after 14 years at
the helm.

At an afternoon event hosted in his honour at the Charity’s
Chichester headquarters and attended by Charity staff and local
volunteers, Commodore Williams was presented with the
Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society Admiral of the Fleet Sir Julian Oswald
Award by the Society’s Chairman, Captain Nigel Palmer OBE MNM,
in recognition of his services.

Reflecting on his tenure at the Society, Malcolm said: “It has been a
great privilege for me to have led and represented a charity that has
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70th Wedding Anniversary of Reg
and Doreen Hanson

March 29th marked a
special day for the Exeter
and District Branch.

It was the 70th Wedding
anniversary of our Founder
member Reg Hanson and
Doreen.

Many of you will know
Reg. from his time serving
on the National committee
and as Vice President, and

also in his work in setting
up sister branches in the
association.

Reg and Doreen
celebrated this happy day
with a family party in which
they were joined by ten
relatives from the U.S.A.

The Branch sent a bouquet of flowers and congratulatory card signed
by all hands.

We would also like to wish the happy couple many more years
together.

Eric White

Happy 100th Birthday Henry
One of the members of the MNA Henry Cedric Fellingham has

recently celebrated his 100th birthday on the 21st April 2018 and
received a message from the Queen.

Henry Fellingham had served in the merchant navy from 1934 till
1954 when he came ashore as a marine terminal manager at Milford
Haven and later at Aruba. He finally retired in 1984 having spent all
his life working at sea or in jobs connected with the merchant navy.

Regards

Jayne Kirby

* Happy Birthday Henry. Ed.

Accommodation Bookings By
Merchant Navy Personnel

Following a conversation a short while ago regarding use of the
Union Jack Club by members both past and present of the Merchant
Navy I hereby clarify the following.

Merchant Navy personnel are classified as Temporary Honorary
Members and can book accommodation at the club providing they
meet the following:

Current Serving



played such an
important role in
alleviating need
among retired and
working fishermen,
merchant seafarers,
and their dependants,
and has been doing so
for the last 179 years.

“In that time many
aspects of our
country and the way
we live have changed
greatly, and while the
range of risks faced
by those who earn
their living at sea may
have changed too, the
basics have not. The
demands on physical
stamina and the perils
of being at sea in all
weathers still mean
seafaring is inherently

dangerous.”

In the last year the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society has paid out a
total of £1.4M in over 2,000 cases of need – over 1,500 being regular
beneficiaries whose circumstances necessitate on-going financial
support. The Charity also received nearly 500 new applications for
assistance, demonstrating the vulnerability of those from this often-
neglected sector of society, leaving retirees and their families
combating long term consequences.

Commodore Williams and his wife, Sally, live in Southsea and
Malcolm is now looking forward to spending time with his family,
pursuing his passion for painting and enjoying the good life on his
allotment.

The Charity has appointed Captain Justin Osmond RN as its new
chief executive with Captain Osmond taking immediate responsibility
for its activities, including the Society’s Skill & Gallantry Awards,
which it has been presenting since 1851 for heroism at sea, and the
annual maritime photographic competition, which launches in June.
Over the coming months he will also be meeting many of the
Society’s national volunteer network of more than 180 Honorary
Agents.

NOTICE
NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY

In 2019 the Merchant Navy Association celebrates its thirtieth 
anniversary and a Church Parade with standards will take place at:-

Where. St. Paul's Church, the Jewellery Quarter, Birmingham

When. May 12th 2019

Time. 11.00 a.m.

Further details to follow.

Please contact John Turner, Midlands Branch with any questions. 

Tel: 01889 585588

2018 AUTUMN EVENTS
Tickets will be required for the following two events:

Annual National Seafarers Service,
St Pauls Cathedral, London

16.00 hours, Wednesday 10 October.

Closing date for applications: 31 August

Service & Parade,
The Cenotaph, Whitehall, London

09.45 hours, Remembrance Sunday 11 November.

Tickets will be available for Veterans (a carer may attend and will be
allocated one of our tickets), holding conflict medal(s) or the
Merchant Seafarers Veterans’ badge. This year, a Bereaved Spouse of
a Veteran who held conflict medal(s) or the Merchant Seafarers
Veterans’ badge will be able to attend.

We have applied for 60 tickets but we will not know until the end
of June, how many tickets we will be allocated. Tickets will be
allocated on a “first come, first served” basis so please contact me, as
soon as possible, when I will need to check contact details etc.
required by the Royal British Legion.

The closing date for applications: 10 August.

“Battles Over”,
Tickets are not required for this event:
Merchant Navy Memorial, Tower Hill, London

Reading of 12,000 names on World War I Memorial.  Volunteers
required to read the names between 06.00 and 19.00 hours (timing
to suit volunteers).

For all events, please contact Tim Brant: Tel: 01472 851130/07948
393934. Email: tim.brant@mna.org.uk

The Cenotaph
The Cenotaph calls and England expects,

Our people and public to pay our respects,

Agents of Forces are first in the queue,

To place on the step where garlands are due.

The Army the Navy and Royal Air Force,

A trio together the Legion endorse,

Upright and firm on Remembrance Day,

Two minutes silence the regular way.

The Fourth service too must share in first laying,

Clear is the reason that shouldn’t need saying,

Then four in a line step back and salute,

When resting the wreaths in solemn tribute.

Our Merchant Navy should simply be there,

For giving a life at sea anywhere,

All who served we need to remember,

Equal as heroes this day in November.

Joe Earl Nov. 2013
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Slopchest
CODE ITEM PRICE UK POST EU POST ROW

CLOTH BADGES
201 MNA Blazer Badge £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
202 MN Blazer Badge £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50 
204 Russian Convoy Club Blazer Badge £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
205 Russian Convoy Club Beret Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
206 Anchor Beret Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
207 MN Beret Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
208 MNA Beret Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50

CLOTHING
301 MN Large Brass Raised Blazer Button each £1.50 £3.00 £4.00 £5.00
302 MN Small Brass Raised Blazer Button each £1.25 £2.75 £3.75 £4.75
303 MNA Tie £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
304 MNA Clip On Tie £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50 
306 MN Tie £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
307 MN Bow Tie - Adjustable £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
308 Beret (White) - Arctic Veterans £12.00 £13.75 £16.00 £17.00
309 Beret (Black) - Standard £12.00 £13.75 £16.00 £17.00
310 Breton Style Cap - Black £12.00 £13.75 £16.00 £17.00 
311 MN Veterans Tie - Badge Holder only £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
312 Baseball Cap with MNA Embroidered Badge £12.00 £13.75 £16.00 £17.00
313 MN Scarf in MN Colours (Unisex) £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
315 MN Cummerbund £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
316 Baseball Cap with Red Ensign £12.00 £13.75 £16.00 £17.00

MISCELLANEOUS
501 MN Enamel Cufflinks £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
502 MN Cufflinks - Silvertone £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
503 MN Tie Clip - Enamel £8.00 £9.50 £10.50 £11.50
504 MN Tie Clip - Silver Tone £8.00 £9.50 £10.50 £11.50
507 MN Stick Pin - silver tone £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
508 MN Ladies Sweetheart Brooch - enamel £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
509 MN Ladies pendant - silver tone £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
510 MN Tea Spoon - silver tone £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50 
511 MN Book Mark - silver tone £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50 
512 MNA Ballpoint Pen (Black ink) £3.00 £4.50 £5.50 £6.50
513 MN Metal Badge for car bumper - silver tone £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
514 MN Plaque £25.00 £29.00 £16.50 £19.50
515 MN Mug - china £10.00 £14.00 £16.50 £19.50
516 International Code Flag Mug £5.00 £9.00 £11.50 £14.50
517 Merchant Navy Teddy Bear (height 6") with Red Ensign Flag £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50
519 Red Ensign Fridge Magnet £2.00 £3.50 £4.50 £5.50
520 MN Stamp First Day Covers Arctic & Atlantic Convoys £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
522 Large MN Styled Umbrella £7.50 £9.00 £10.00 £11.00
523 Red Ensign Key Ring Gold £1.50 £3.00 £4.00 £5.00 
524 MN Key Ring - enamel £1.50 £3.00 £4.00 £5.00
525 MNA Red Cloth Pennant £12.00 £13.50 £14.50 £15.50
526 Gift Sets, New Member Male/Female, Remembrance, Formal Wear £15.00 £16.50 £17.50 £18.50

LAPEL BADGES
601 MN Beret Badge with clip £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50
603 MN Lapel Badge - Filigree £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50
604 MN Enamel Lapel Badge - pale bluie £5.00 £6.50 £7.50 £8.50
606 MN Awareness Lapel Badge £4.50 £6.00 £7.00 £8.00
607 MNA Lapel Badge - enamel £4.50 £6.00 £7.00 £8.00
608 MNABC Lapel Badge £4.50 £6.00 £7.00 £8.00
609 Red Ensign Lapel Badge £4.50 £6.00 £7.00 £8.00
611 Blue Ensign Lapel Badge £4.50 £6.00 £7.00 £8.00
612 MN Poppy Pin Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50
613 Red Ensign Poppy Pin Badge £10.00 £11.50 £12.50 £13.50

FLAGS
801 Red Ensign (2017 price) 3 yard £85.00 £87.00 £88.00 £89.00

ORDERS:
Supply Officer: Sandra Broom Tel: 0121 244 0190 Email: sananpete@aol.com: 

3 Keats Grove, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 7QS

MNA SHOP & SLOP CHEST - TERMS & CONDITIONS (T&Cs)
When you, our customer, places an order, whether by phone, letter, fax or
online, you are offering to buy one or more items for the price stated on
the price list. Prices are subject to change so please ask if you are
uncertain. (Our prices were adjusted in June 2017). Postage and Packaging
then needs to be added to the item(s) price. Unless otherwise stated the
prices include VAT at 20%.
The prices shown for each item are accurate but errors may occur. If we
discover an error in the pricing of the product in your order we will inform
you as soon as possible using the contact details that you supply. We will
then give you the option of reconfirming your order at the correct total
price or you may choose to cancel your order at that time. 
It is the customer’s responsibility to regularly review the MNA’s T&Cs for
our shop as well as understanding that prices may change without notice.
Continued use of our MNA Shop indicates acceptance of our T&Cs and
current prices.
In most cases you are required to pay the full amount of their order before
we arrange for delivery. Personalisation of orders, such as shirts, need to be
paid before any personalisation is undertaken.  You will receive an invoice
confirming your order and what you need to pay. 
We will try to keep our stock levels up to date but cannot guarantee that a
particular product will always be available…cloth beret badges are
ordered from abroad for instance. 
Any special offers will only be available while stocks last. Gift Sets are the
only special offers that will be available throughout the year. 
Please place orders in plenty of time to prevent disappointment, especially
for special events.
Delivery outside UK may be subject to local import taxes and they remain
the customer’s responsibility. If difficulties are experienced we may be
unable to offer a refund especially if the order is not returned to us. 
Customer’s orders will be dispatched by Royal Mail or courier. Our couriers
will require a signature and generally operate between 0900 and 1700 on
weekdays, so please ensure you supply a delivery address with your order.
Please also ensure there is someone available to sign for your order
between those times. 
We will make every effort to have your order delivered within 21 working
days of receipt of payment. We will not be liable for any loss caused to you
by a late delivery. 
In the event of your order not being delivered within 21 working days from
receipt of payment please contact us immediately by telephone and/or
email. We will take steps to trace your order and try to make sure it is
delivered as soon as possible. If you wish you may cancel your order, at this
time, and we will refund the money you have paid. Please note that Royal
Mail items usually arrive within 5 days from dispatch. Royal Mail also state
that only items still not delivered after 15 working days can be officially
classified as lost. 
The MNA makes a commitment to protecting the privacy of all our
customers and in line with the Data Protection Act 1989 and the new EU
GDPR (from May 2018). 
We will try to attend to all returns as soon as practically possible. 
If you are unhappy with an item it must be returned within 10 days in an
unused state complete with any packaging and all components. We will
refund the price you paid minus any postage or packaging. You will be
required to pay for the return postage of the item or items. Personalised
products, as previously detailed, are excluded from being returned for any
refund. 
Faulty or damaged items or items with defects will be replaced free of
charge or you can choose to have a refund for the price of the item or
items. Please obtain a “proof of posting certificate” from your Post Office
to enable us to record and process the refund. You will be responsible for
the return item or items until they reach us. 
Under the EU’s Distance Selling Regulations (DSR’s) you have the right to
cancel an order within 7 working days of our receipt of the your order. If
you wish to cancel an order, under the DSR, we ask that you give written
notification to the MNA’s Supply Officer and make telephone contact to
discuss your concerns. We will then arrange a full refund. 
We will not refund your costs in returning any item to us and any other
costs associated within the purchase of the item UNLESS you are returning
the item to us because of an error on our part or because it is faulty AFTER
the 7-day period. 
These terms shall not limit any rights you might have as a consumer under
applicable law nor shall they exclude the MNA’s liability for death or
personal injury resulting from its negligence nor any fraudulent represen-
tation. The MNA will not be liable, in any amount, for failure to perform an
obligation under this agreement if such failure is caused by the occurrence
of any unforeseen event beyond our reasonable control, including internet
outages, communication outages, fire, flood war or act of god. 
The MNA will seek to provide all our customers with a responsive and
courteous service conducted with reasonable skill. We do not give
guarantees, warranties or representations in respect of any other person’s
services.
In no event will the MNA be liable for any damages, including without
limitation, indirect or consequential damages, or any damages whatsoever
arising from use whether in action of contract, negligence or other tortuous
option arising out of or in connection with the use of our websites.  
General
These T&Cs constitute the full agreement between the customer and the
MNA Shop and Slop Chest. They may only be amended in writing and with
the majority agreement of the MNA’s National Council. 
All MNA Branches that engage in the purchase and sale of goods and
services must also comply with all requirements of DSRs. They are also
legally required to agree their own T&C’s to avoid any possible litigation
resulting from disputes in relation to goods and/or services. Branches
engaged in this activity must also ensure their insurance cover is adequate
to meet the needs of all possible outcomes from the purchase, storage, sale
and return of goods and services.
Any suggestions for new items to be introduced or improvement in service
would be most welcome. Please send your written suggestions to our MNA
National Chairman. 
The name Merchant Navy Association is Trademarked, as are all the
proprietary items that display an MNA logo. No other person or group may
copy or reproduce these items without the written consent of the MNA’s
National Council.
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Crossed the Bar   .

Brian Warrior

Dormanstown/Redcar Branch

It is with the deepest sadness that I must inform the MNA that s/m
Brian Warrior has 'Crossed the Bar' in early March at the age of
80yrs. Brian has been a good member since 1993. He was the type of
person who could make friends easily with whoever he met.

Brian and I were very good friends starting school together in 1941.
He joined the Merchant Navy by attending the 'Vindi' in 1954 as a
deckie learner, after which he was on board an RFA tanker involved
in refuelling the Royal Navy during the 'Cod War'.

Brian worked at Smiths Dock, River Tees until its close, and was
onboard the last ship built there 'North Island' on its sea trials. He
often retold the story to me of being the only man onboard within
the sea trials crew who held a steering ticket!

Brian was a widower and leaves a daughter and two sons as well as
grandchildren. The family has lost a good father and grandfather, the
branch has lost a member but everyone has lost a good friend.

Yours Aye,

Dave Buckworth

Branch Secretary

Maureen Grant

24th July 1930 - 25th April 2018

The many friends of my wife Maureen will be very sad to hear that
she passed away peacefully at the age of 87 in Southmead Hospital on
25th April 2018. She led a very busy life until then, as she was a
dedicated volunteer with St Peter's Hospice shop in Shirehampton for
29 years, since in fact when the shop opened. She was the third
longest serving volunteer with the charity. No doubt she wished them
every success with their current Room to Care Appeal - Building a
21st Century Hospice for Bristol. We wish them every success in
their endeavours. Maureen's request at her funeral is for family
flowers only, or requesting donations to St Peters Hospice.

Maureen's other main interest was helping the Bristol Branch of the
Merchant Navy Association to raise £100,000 in order to build a long
awaited memorial in Bristol City Docks to these seafarers who sailed
from Bristol or Avonmouth over the ages, in peace and war. The
appeal was launched in 1998 by our Branch President, Richard Hill,
on the s.s. Great Britain. Some said it couldn't be done, but with the

help of Maureen and her fellow members the sum was raised by
2001 and now the Memorial is a permanent tribute to those who 'go
down to the sea in ships,' some never to return. For the next seven
years Maureen served as branch treasurer. When the Rev Philip
Auden became chaplain to our branch we formed a friendship which
has endured for the last twenty years.

Maureen was a devoted member of her church in Shirehampton,
the Rev Patrick Stonehewer's Methodist church on the High Street.
She served on many of their committees and worked hard, helping
the church survive, in these difficult times.

Maureen loved her family and friends and was in turn much loved
by them. Her immediate family and I will miss her very much.
Maureen left sons Alastair and Peter, her granddaughters Emily and
Charlotte, Maureen's brothers Colin and Brian, her sister Diane and
Maureen's daughter-in-law Felicity, (wife of eldest son Alastair).
Maureen was important to them, her wider family and many friends.

Maureen will be sorely missed by them all.

Hamish Grant

Carol McGee
28/9/1962 24/12/2017

My Sister and I both joined the Merchant Navy in 1980, following in
our Dad’s footsteps. I attended the NSTC at Gravesend and Carol at
the Fleetwood Nautical College as a Deck Cadet with the BP tanker
Co. whom our Dad was serving with as Bosun. Carol joined her first
ship British Loyalty the same year and by 1981 qualified for her
certificate of competence in radiotelephony. In 1982 as top Cadet in
her year she was given the privilege of attending the renaming of the
North Sea support vessel Forties Kiwi to Coltaire and presented a
bunch of flowers to Mrs Dorothy Howe (pictured), wife of BP Pet-
Dev’s AGM Operations Stan Howe while the ship was at dry-dock at
South Shields. In 1984 Carol qualified for her Second Mates ticket,
but decided to leave the sea and eventually qualified as a Staff Nurse
in charge of a rehabilitation ward at North Tees Hospital. Sadly Carol
was found dead at her home on Christmas Eve 2017, age just 55.
After travelling to the Isle of Wight where she had lived for a number
of years, I arranged her funeral with her coffin draped with same Red
Ensign I had used for my Dad’s funeral on the Isle of Wight ten years
earlier. In due time her ashes will be scattered at sea in the Solent.
Fair winds and calm seas Carol.

Billy McGee MNM
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Crossed the Bar   .

Ray Traynor

Dear Shipmates,

It is with the utmost regret &
sadness to announce the Crossing of
the Bar of brother Ray Traynor, after a
short illness on Saturday 22.7.17. Ray
was born in Ordsall Salford, and served
as A.B. in the Merchant Navy,for 33
years, including 4 war zones, the
Falklands being one, on RFA Regent.
After swallowing the anchor , Ray found
employment around the docks now
known as Salford Quays, for the
Manchester Ship Canal Company as a

security officer, also checking water standards and making sure the
canal and surrounding area's were safe for the public to visit.

This suited Ray as it kept him close to the ships & canal which he
loved. Ray was one of the founder members of the Salford Branch of
the Merchant Navy. Ray will leave a big void at our meetings and will
be sadly missed. I am sure plenty of people around the British Isles
knew Ray from various ships & ports as Ray sailed on many out of the
UK. Our condolences go to Ray's family. Salford has lost a son.

Steam Steady Shipmate.

A. Bridgeman

Peter John Eastick

27/12/1950 - 4/9/2017

It is with regret that I must inform you that long-standing member
Peter John Eastick “Crossed the Bar” 4th September 2017 after a
long illness. Peter’s funeral was at Seven Hills Crematorium, Ipswich,
Suffolk. 29th September 2017 the service was conducted by Rev
Brian Percy, ex MN Radio Officer, Felixstowe MNA Branch Chaplain.
The Hearse was preceded to the Crematorium by our Standard
Bearer and escort

Peter was born 27th December 1950 in Newbury, Berkshire he
joined the Merchant Navy 25th November 1966 Dis A R846133.
Peter’s training started at National Sea Training School, Denton, Kent
3rd October 1966 as a Catering Trainee. He joined ss Canberra 20th
December 1966 as Bell Boy and eventually leaving September 1968.

From there he
joined in February
1969 S.T.S. Axnia as
Assistant Steward,
in Hong Kong,
leaving September
1969. Peter sailed
on ss Orcades, S.T.S
Arianta, ss Vertagus
as Assistant Steward
until May 1972. His
next ship Haustrum
he joined in July
1972 at Ras-el-
Khaimah as 2nd
Steward. In July
1973 he joined ss
Halia as 2nd

Steward/Baker sailing also on in same position Mysalla, Limatula and
Drupa until October 1975 from February 1976 he sailed on Arianta,
Hemitrochchus, Labiosa as Chief Cook until March 1978. He then
joined Alinda and Pomella as Chief Steward until coming ashore May
1979.

Peter along with his wife had a career in the Licencing and
Hospitality trade and also running their own courier and delivery
company.

Stuart Humphrey  

Felixstowe Branch Chairman

Katherine Campbell

Regretfully Katherine
Campbell one of our
Branch members “Crossed
the Bar” 9th July 2017
after a long illness.
Katherine known as ‘Rena’,
was born 19th April 1930
in New Monkland, Airdrie,
Scotland. Rena had a
career at Sea as
Stewardess on various
Deep Sea and Home Trade
Passenger ships finally
joining Townsend Ferries
finally coming ashore in
1986. Rena’s funeral was
held at Seven Hills
Crematorium, Ipswich,
Suffolk.  8th August 2017
the service was conducted

by Rev Brian Percy, Merchant Navy Radio Operator, the Hearse was
preceded by our Branch Standard Bearer and escort.

Rena’s Sea Record was:-
Transvaal Castle 1 June 1965 – 7 Feb 1966, 2 Sign Ons
S. A. Vaal 16 Feb 1966 – 6 March 1967, 2 Sign Ons
Reina Del Mar 16 March 1967 – 29 March
S. A. Vaal 3 May 1967 – 1 April 1968, 5 Sign Ons  
Dragon 14 June 1968 – 21 Aug 1968
BR Vessel Weymouth 5 July 1973 – 24 Sept 1973
S. Ferries Panther 14 Nov 1973 – 5 Jan 1974, 2 Sign Ons
Laurentian Forest 28 Jan 1974 – 20 March 1974
Windsor Castle 7 April 1974 – 25 Nov 1974, 5 Sign Ons
Blenheim 5 Dec 1974 – 7 April 1976, 4 Sign Ons 
British Railways Ferries 14 April 1976 – 15 March 1977, 3 Sign Ons

Atlantic Steam Navigation:-
Viking Viscount 30 March 1977 – 22 Aug 1977, 3 Sign Ons
Stena Nordica 15 Sept 1977 – 26 April 1978 
Viking Viscount 3 October 1978 – 2 Aug 1980, 19 Sign Ons

From this date on there are no ships names entered in her
discharge book but It is known that she had sailed on European
Gateway and Viking Voyager until 9 July 1986. Rena was sailing on the
European Gateway a week before it sank off Felixstowe.

Stuart Humphrey, 

Felixstowe Branch Chairman.



The Ossie Jones Cover Collection Prints
We have made the cover artwork from the Full Ahead Ossie Jones series available as prints.
High quality re-productions of the unique Watercolour cover artworks are available to all. These fantastic images
were commissioned by the Merchant Navy Association for the covers of the Full Ahead magazine. Ossie will
also take direct commissions if required - see contact details on page 3.

These images are available in one size 330mm x 240mm printed on a 420mm x 297mm sheet to allow for future framing
requirements or trimmed to size if required.

To order: Please send your name, address and telephone number with your requirements and a cheque payable
to: Clarke Design & Media Ltd, Wisteria House, Stump Cross Lane, Swineshead, Lincolnshire PE20 3JJ.

Prices: 1 print £19.99, any 2 for £16.50 each, buy any 3 to 5 prints for £15 each, 6 or more for £12.50 each
Postage & Packaging - UK P&P FREE - Overseas (exc. Australia) add £2 P&P or for Australia add £3 P&P
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A unique collection of prints commissioned for Full Ahead Covers

Pictured Vessels:

1: SS Lanarkshire

2: Hemitrochus

3: Bristolian

4: Port Nicholson

5: Patricia

6: Bamenda Palm

7: Shipwrecked
Mariners

8: SS Robin

9: SS Great Britain

10: Hindlea +
Edmund  & Mary
Lifeboat

11: Dominion
Monarch

12: Ross Eagle &
Ellerman Wilson

13: Nicolas Bowater

14: Titanic

15: Atlantic
Conveyor

16: Shieldhall with a
“J”, The Solent
2012

17: “See the Liners
from the Line” inc.
Empress of Scotland

18: Yorkshire Coast

19: The Atlantic
Charter - Churchill

20: Kenrix on the
river

21: Atlantic
Challenge

22: Caesarea 

23: Grimsby Town

24: Evelyn

All covers available
even if not shown

here

Commissions
available from

Ossie Jones direct -
Call: 0151 727 3661
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