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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of
companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea
Hi Shipmates,
Please find below more snippets of information since circular #19 was published 22nd December 2021.
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News
Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not
forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access.

MNA National Contact Points
Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk
Secretary, David Parsons Tel: 01935 414 765 Email: secretary@mna.org.uk
Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk
Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875 Email: membership@mna.org.uk
MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom Tel 0121 244 0190
shop@mna.org.uk
Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner, fullahead@mna.org.uk Tel 01889 585 588

Change of Address???? If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, Email or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:membership@mna.org.uk, secretary@mna.org.uk, events@mna.org.uk, R546060@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The VOS START moored in Ijmuiden-Ijmond haven Photo : Leo van der Wel ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

VIKING LINE TAKES DELIVERY OF VIKING GLORY
Written by Lesley Bankes-Hughes
Viking Line has 23 December taken delivery of the dualfuelled VIKING GLORY from the Xiamen Shipbuilding
Industry yard in China. Announcing the news, Viking Line
said that its investment in the project totalled some €225
million. The vessel, which was commissioned in April 2017,
is equipped with six Wärtsilä 31DF dual fuel engines which
will use LNG and will also be biogas-ready. The passenger
ship will also be equipped with a Climeon energy recycling
system that harnesses and converts waste heat from the
engines into electricity.
The system can generate up to 40% of the electricity required for passenger requirements.The 65,211 GT
ship is expected to enter service at the beginning of March next and will operate on the Turku – Aland
Islands – Stockholm routeJan Hanses, President and CEO of Viking Line, commented on the delivery:
VIKING GLORY is one of the most complicated passenger ships ever built in China. I am extremely
proud that we with our size-limited organization have been able to bring about this ship in the midst of a
worldwide pandemic. With incredible commitment, high knowledge and solid experience, we have
reached our goals.' Source : Bunkerspot
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines offers adventurers chance to relive record-breaking
experience in new Corinth Canal sailing in 2023
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines is giving adventurers the chance to relive history, by joining small ship
BRAEMAR for a repeat of its record-breaking transit of the Corinth Canal in May 2023.
In 2019, 22.52-metre-wide BRAEMAR made history when she became the largest ship to ever traverse
the 6.4- kilometre-long Corinth Canal in Greece, which is just 24-metres wide at its narrowest point.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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TIDAL ENERGY HAS THE POTENTIAL TO BECOME A VIABLE AND
RELIABLE RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
Leading renewable energy specialist, Bureau Veritas, has welcomed the Government’s plans to invest in
the UK’s tidal energy industry, suggesting that tidal stream electricity has the potential to become one of
the most viable and reliable sources of renewable energy in the world.
The Government investment is – for the first time – part of the Contracts for Difference (CfD) scheme,
which invites renewable energy companies from across Britain to bid for a share of £285m of funding for
low carbon technologies. Launched last week, a total of £20m per year has been ring-fenced for tidal
stream projects, which represents the biggest investment in a generation into tidal power. Hailing the
move as a positive opportunity for the marine energy sector, we hope that the investment will build upon
the success of the offshore wind sector and provide a viable, and perhaps even stronger, alternative to
wind and solar energy generation.
Mauricio Pereira, Head of Renewable Energy here at Bureau Veritas, said: “Quite simply, tidal stream
electricity has the potential to become one of the lead sources of renewable energies in the world. The
energy potential of tides can be predicted for years to come with tidal turbines able to harness the energy
of high and low tides down to the minute." “Additional benefits of the investment into tidal stream
electricity include the creation of new ‘green’ jobs, and the potential to re-distribute and upskill
employees of fossil fuel industries. It also means that by having more options for renewable energy here
in the UK, we’re in a much better position to move away from fossil fuel reliance; a crucial requirement if
we’re to keep 1.5 degrees in reach.”
Despite tidal power being a relatively unknown technology and energy source – and a need for there to be
additional studies into understanding the impact tidal turbines may have on the marine environment – the
ring-fenced £20m in the CfD Scheme is almost on par with that of floating off-shore wind (£24m),
suggesting that the focus to alternative renewable energy sources is well and truly shifting. “The funding
made available as part of the CfD Scheme will support in allowing the marine energy sector the
opportunity to focus on research, rapid innovation and the acceleration required to meet net zero targets.
Currently, the cost for tidal power technology is incredibly high, however with the investment the
Government is committing to – which will drive an increased focus on R&D – there is the potential for
costs to drastically reduce as happened with offshore wind; making tidal energy a tangible option for the
future.” At Bureau Veritas, we are an independent renewable energy expert already working with the
marine energy sector in accelerating the energy transition and moving towards a low carbon future. We
offer a range of solutions to support the industry, including providing specialist R&D support and
consultation, principal certification for tidal turbines and tackling immediate and future challenges around
renewable energy development and operation. This includes assessment, inspection, certification and
project management
_____________________________________________________________________________________

USCG Concludes Investigation into Auger Lifeboat Accident
By : Eric Haun, Editor
A U.S. Coast Guard investigation into a fatal lifeboat drill accident has resulted in 10 safety and eight
administrative recommendations, the agency announced. In July 2019, two people were killed and
another was injured while testing lifeboats at Shell's Auger tension leg platform (TLP) in the deepwater
U.S. Gulf of Mexico, about 210 miles southwest of New Orleans. The incident occurred during a routine
abandon ship drill and involved the inadvertent release of the lifeboat as it was being recovered by the
Auger. A formal investigation recently completed by Coast Guard District Eight found the most
significant factor was the degradation and failure of the lifeboat's aft release cable. A series of safety and
administrative recommendations from the Coast Guard include proposed changes to lifeboat equipment
requirements and regulations, including potential changes to type approval, testing and drill procedures.
They can be found HERE. https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG5PC/INV/docs/documents/FPS_AUGER_TLP_ROI_20211216.pdf?ver=F7Ct8G_7ZeKhFULipJNLLQ%
3d%3d
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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New nautical publication, Sailing Directions for Finnish Waters, published by Traficom The Finnish
Transport and Communications Agency Traficom says it has published a new nautical publication,
Sailing Directions for Finnish Waters. The publication contains general information about maritime
transport and navigation in Finland, aimed particularly at international operators, and channel descriptions
for specific areas. The channel descriptions include depth and design data with general notes on the usage
of the main approach channels.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Home for Christmas - Old Style - Ukulele Christmas Sinaglong 2021 - Day 8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4VWp6cshBk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Car Battery Triggered Fire on Board Höegh Xiamen –
NTSB An electrical fault from an improperly disconnected battery in a used vehicle led to the fire aboard
vehicle carrier Höegh Xiamen that resulted in $40 million worth of damages, the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) said Thursday. As a result of the investigation, NTSB issued eight safety
recommendations to federal regulators and the companies involved in the accident. On June 4, 2020,
while the HOEGH XIAMEN was in Jacksonville, Fla., the ship's crew noticed smoke coming from the
ventilation housing while preparing to depart port for Baltimore, Md. Crewmembers discovered a fire on
deck 8, which had been loaded with used vehicles. The fire eventually spread to other decks and
continued to burn for eight days before Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department could extinguish the
blaze. Nine firefighters sustained injuries while responding. None of the vessel’s 21 crewmembers were
injured. The Höegh Xiamen and its cargo of 2,420 used vehicles were declared a total loss valued at $40
million. In August 2020, after salvage operations were completed, the vessel was towed to Turkey to be
recycled. …………………………………..
Source : MarineLink
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Three new classes of vessels to join Royal Navy in 2027, 2028 by Fatima Bahtić
Three new classes of vessels are scheduled to enter the Royal Navy’s fleet in 2027 and 2028, according to
a report published by the UK’s House of Commons Defence Committee. As informed, the vessels in
question are Type 26 frigates, Type 31 frigates and fleet solid support ships. The ships will enter service
simultaneously. The report emphasized that these projects must all be delivered on schedule in order to
exit the period of risk that budgetary restrictions have placed the navy in. However, they face many
structural and project-specific risks, and the Ministry of Defence’s track record on delivery is far from
good.
“The Committee calls for better scrutiny to ensure vessels are delivered on time. It calls for the
Government to report annually to Parliament on the availability of vessels, its shipbuilding plans, and the
progress of five key programmes: the construction of the Type 26 and Type 31 class frigates and the
Astute and Dreadnought class submarines, and the Power Improvement Project to fix engine issues in the
Type 45 destroyers,” the committee noted. In October this year, the Royal Navy revealed that the
construction of its first in the series of eight Type 26 frigates is sufficiently complete for the navy to begin
assigning sailors to the vessel. The construction of the first vessel, HMS Glasgow, started in July 2017.
Source : NavalToday
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Wreck of “Last Slave Ship” Clotilda Remarkably Well Preserved
An interesting article from the New York Times — In 2019, a team of researchers confirmed that a
wooden wreck resting in the murky waters of the Mobile River in Alabama was the schooner Clotilda,
the last known ship to bring enslaved people from Africa to the United States.
Now, the researchers say they have made another startling discovery: The wreck is remarkably wellpreserved. As much as two-thirds of the original structure remains, including the hold below the main
deck where 110 people were imprisoned during the ship’s final, brutal journey from Benin to Mobile in
1860.
http://www.oldsaltblog.com/2021/12/wreck-of-last-slave-ship-clotilda-remarkably-well-preserved/
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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COWES-BASED DIVERSE MARINE TASKED TO BUILD NEW
LIFEBOAT By : Darren Toogood
Diverse Marine has begun building a new 14m Medina class lifeboat for Caister Volunteer Lifeboat
Service, it has been announced.
After a competitive international tender process using a design from Walker Marine Design, the
construction of the vessel at Cowes completes the evolutionary process that saw the original Medina class
lifeboat built very close to the current build location over 35 years ago – before the design was adopted by
the Dutch who built the station’s current Lifeboat, ‘BERNARD MATTHEWS II’ 17 years ago. The 14m
self-righting Lifeboat features an aluminium hull, deck and coach roof together with a resiliently mounted
GRP wheelhouse to reduce noise and vibration for the crew. The fully air-conditioned wheelhouse layout
has been designed for up to 6 crew, all with designated AllSalt Maritime SHOXS 2000 seats.
Configuration is for a central helm station forward, nav station aft to stbd and additional dedicated space
for stretcher and casualties. Twin Scania DI13-077M main propulsion engines drive twin Hamilton
HJ364 water jet units for speeds in excess of 35 knots. Twin helm stations will feature Hamilton Jet’s
AVX control system and Jet-Anchor functionality for station keeping. A comprehensive navigation and
communications suite will be supplied by Boat Electrics and Electronics Ltd. The vessel has commenced
build and will be delivered to Great Yarmouth in 2022. Lifeboat for such a high profile and respected
charitable organisation. Our expertise building high quality workboats.
Ben Colman, Director of Diverse Marine says: “We are delighted and very proud to be awarded the
contract for this together with the repair and maintenance of Lifeboats stands us in a good position to
deliver this first of class vessel, meeting the specific requirements from the crew of the Caister Lifeboat.
Paul Garrod, Chairman of Caister Volunteer Lifeboat Service says: “This marks the next chapter in the
history of Caister Independent Lifeboat. Our current lifeboat has served us well over the last 17 years, and
carried out many rescues during her time on service. The new lifeboat will be purpose built for our needs
at Caister, and the Directors, Crew and Members and all our volunteers are excited and proud that it will
be built in the United Kingdom.” Source : Island Echo.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Tanker sank after being hit by mega yacht, Bahamas by Mikhail Voytenko
Product tanker
TROPIC BREEZE
was hit in stern
area by mega yacht
UTOPIA IV at
around 0300 UTC
Dec 24 15 nm
NNW of New
Providence island,
Bahamas, while en
route to Great
Stirrup Cay with
cargo of LPG and
fuel. Tanker sank
at some 600 meters
depth, crew
rescued, all are
safe. Yacht prior to
collision sailed
from New Providence southern anchorage, returned back to
New Providence after collision, understood she sustained some damages. Not known if she had
passengers on board, or crew only. MB was tipped off by salvage_and_wreck Source : Maritime Bulleti
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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What’s going wrong with lifeboats? By : Michael Grey
Seafarers really shouldn’t be afraid of equipment that
is supposed to save them, but this is all too often the
case, as news of accidents involving lifeboats filters
around the seagoing workforce. Lifeboat drills,
which are mandated by regulation, ought to be
routine, but all too often are an ordeal for those
taking part and a source of some apprehension. And
while it is too easy to blame the seamanship of those
involved in accidents, it is not too hard to suggest
that there are other factors at play.
There is a lack of any form of standardisation of lifeboat equipment, while many shipbuilders are guilty
of sourcing any components on the sole basis of its cost, with the owner not always involved in the
specification. Experts who have looked closely at the equipment often discover components that are
incorporated into the launching and recovery equipment that have been installed without any apparent
comprehension that they will exist in a corrosive atmosphere or are difficult to maintain. Then there is
plain awful design, with recovery of enclosed boats notoriously difficult after a drill, with crew typically
trying to re-attach the suspension links and reset the hook-release gear through a small access hatch at the
ends of the boat, while the boat might be moving about in a swell. Free-fall boats are frightening enough
to launch, but even more of a nightmare to recover.
“Why are we still producing sub-standard equipment that kills people?”- asks InterManager’s Secretary
General Captain Kuba Szymanski, who has been campaigning on this scandal for some years and
gathering data on lifeboat accidents. It was the lack of any comprehensive picture into the frequency of
these accidents which first drove the ship manager’s organisation to undertake its own research into the
problem. It is a requirement for members of the International Maritime Organization that they report
serious accidents to IMO, but this tends to be honoured in the breach. Captain Szymanski suggests that
only some 35% of actual accidents are to be found in the IMO database, which leaves 65% unreported.
The consequence is that the full measure of a tragedy which has caused death and injury to some 500
people since enclosed boats were widely introduced in the 1980s, fails to properly register.
The InterManager data on lifeboat accidents goes back to 1980, is international and has been properly
verified to discover what really happened in tragedies which seriously injured some 325 people and killed
117. Now the organisation has taken their aggregated data to Lloyd’s Register, which has used machine
learning technology to identify the main causes, hazards and trends and produced a number of important
insights. It has concluded that human beings were not the primary cause of these accidents, with almost a
quarter directly caused by issues relating to equipment, such as release mechanism, davits and wire rope
failure. Most accidents involved enclosed boats or free-fall equipment, with fewer of the older open-boat
type. As to when accidents happen, by far the greatest number took place in drills, although a substantial
number involved incidents during inspection or survey. Few were found to have occurred during
operational use. The data also reveals that one in every five accidents involved the boat and crew falling
into the water and one in every 13 took place with the boat stowed. Cruise ships (which use their boats
more often) record the most accidents.
There are often problems with port authorities prohibiting ships from conducting drills and putting boats
in the water as regulations require, and InterManager has taken the matter up with the International
Association of Ports & Harbors to find some resolution. It appears that those operating ports are equally
as apprehensive of the difficulties of recovering free-fall boats, once they have been launched onto their
water in a drill. The data has also made it possible to assess the effects of the various attempts to improve
safety through regulations, some of which appear to have made matters worse. However, since a peak
around 2009, there has been something of an improvement, although hook release problems, wire and
brake failures still take place. The accident to a lifeboat on the brand-new research ship Sir David
Attenborough was a recent example. These sad, eminently preventable accidents still frighten seafarers,
which itself is a scandal that needs to be resolved. Source : Seatrade Maritime News
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Mysterious Tank Floats in the South China Sea
An iron tank unit is not yet known where it suddenly floated
in the South China Sea. Drilling well workers around the
South China Sea, precisely in Natuna Regency, were
surprised by a strange object floating in the sea, it looked
like a ship but upon closer inspection it turned out to be an
iron tank floating. The tank was seen at around 15:30 WIB,
an oil drilling worker in the Natuna Sea found and saw a
tank unit floating around the location in the oil drilling
owned by Star Energy, South China Sea, Thursday (16/12/21). This was confirmed by Apeng, a resident
of Anambas Regency who works in the South China Sea oil drilling, according to him, the company only
confirmed whether or not there were people in the tank. "It turned out that in the tank there was no one
empty, and no one knew where the tank came from, even the condition was rusty, so the tank was left to
drift away," he explained via WhatsApp. Source: harianmemokepr
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Wakashio’s Captain, Chief Mate Plead Guilty Over Grounding
gCaptain December 22, 2021 By Vel Moonien in Mauritius
The time of reckoning has come in the Wakashio shipwreck.
Seventeen months after the MV Wakashio grounded on the reefs of
Pointe d’Esny, a village in the south-east of the Indian Ocean’s
island of Mauritius, captain Sunil Kumar Nandeshwar, 58, and his
first mate, Hitihamillage Subodha Janendra Tilakaratna, 45, have
finally pleaded guilty last Wednesday to endangering safe navigation
under the Merchant Shipping Act.
The sentence, which carries a maximum of 60 years imprisonment, will be delivered this coming
Monday, 27 December, by the Intermediate Court. Both subsequently received 20month jail sentence.
See more The captain and first officer of the MV Wakashio are set to be released from custody in Mauritius
following their sentencing Monday. https://gcaptain.com/wakashio-captain-chief-mate-to-be-released-frommauritius-jail-after-sentencing/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-b58d20538e139894965&mc_cid=b58d20538e&mc_eid=4c72dd3685

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Tanker Crew Accused of Stealing $1.2M Worth of Diesel from Their Ship
Fuel theft is a classic form of maritime piracy, and it was common in Southeast Asia and the Gulf of
Guinea for many years - but rarely did it involve the active participation of the entire crew. The
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency says it is investigating a rare case in which 12 crewmembers
are accused of stealing 475,000 gallons of diesel from their own vessel.
In early October, the product tanker Ocean Pride was operating off the coast of Tanjung Siang, Johor, on
a voyage from Singapore to East Timor. At about 1300 hours on October 5, the MMEA received word
that the tanker had been robbed about 24 nm off the coast, near the eastern entrance to the Strait of
Singapore.
On arrival at the scene, the MMEA's officers found that the vessel had been abandoned. An inspection
revealed that the ship was missing about 475,000 gallons of diesel fuel, with an estimated value of about
$1.2 million. The 12 members of the crew stand accused of siphoning off the fuel, then abandoning the
vessel and fleeing. Malaysian authorities have released the names and passport numbers of all 12 of the
crewmembers, and the MMEA's Maritime Criminal Investigation Division is seeking information on their
whereabouts. The suspects were named as Haryadi Tri Tomi; Mangalik Despiandri; Nordiansyah
Muhammat; Pasaribu Suherri Nanda; Pinem Jendri; Prasetyo Agung; Saputra Pandu Prasetya; Siddiq
Muhammad; Silaban Rusman; Syahputra Haloho Maraek; Tarigan Harry Pranata; and Yusran.In addition
to releasing its own wanted notice, the MMEA has enlisted the help of Interpol. It has distributed an
international Red Notice requesting other nations to assist in the arrest and extradition of the suspects.
Source : MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Fully rigged ship, Sailing Around Cape Horn 1928
This is lather long but provides a fascinating view of what real sea-going
was like on a square rigger.
https://youtu.be/ZLzBDhilDL0
I thought my apprenticeship was rough!
Contributed by George Adams
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________

Petition for the Preservation of 130 Year Old Lighthouse De Lange Jaap
Monuments are hardly to find in Den Helder due to the
bombardments in 2nd World War. During the 2nd World
War Den Helder was the most bombarded city in the
Netherlands due to its Naval backgrounds. Miraculously, the
tallest lighthouse in the Netherlands has withstood the test of
time and bombing. A silent witness to history. For everyone
in Den Helder, the more than 130-year-old lighthouse is the
symbol of coming home. The calmness when her light shines
through your bedroom at a fixed rhythm and says I’m home,
that’s what we all want to cherish and keep. The Dutch
government owns this unique lighthouse. But due to poor
maintenance they want to demolish this monument.
We residents of Den Helder hereby appeal to all clippingnews & The Pulse readers to sign the
petition for the preservation of this monumental lighthouse. We all thank you from the bottom of
our hearts for your cooperation.
TO SIGN THE PETITION IN AN ATTEMPT TO SAVE THIS FAMOUS LANDMARK !
Preserve the 130 old and highest lighthouse in the Netherlands! De Lange Jaap - Petities.com
You will be asked to confirm your signature by responding to an email. Mine was in Dutch and here is
it’s translation:Hello!
We have to confirm that it was really you who signed the petition Keep the 130 old and tallest lighthouse
in the Netherlands! De Lange Jaap on our website. Click on the link below to confirm your signature.
Yes, I have signed this petition
If clicking the above link doesn't work, copy and paste the URL below into your web browser's address
bar and hit enter.
https://www.petitions.com/c/40700740/PXVGDU
With best regards,
Petitions.com
You have received this e-mail because your e-mail address has been used to support a petition called
Keep the 130 old and tallest lighthouse in the Netherlands! De Lange Jaap on our website Petitions.com.
We apologize if you have not signed this petition. In that case, please click on the removal link below.
Remove this signature
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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ROTTERDAM THREE-MASTER OOSTER SCHELDT LAUNCHES
AMBITIOUS CLIMATE INITIATIVE
The Rotterdam three-master OOSTERSCHELDE will start a new world trip in 2023, with a unique
climate and climate nature initiative. In the Darwin200 project, the traditional sailing ship sails the route
that Charles Darwin used two centuries ago made. Along the way, young scientists conduct research and
there are many activities to stimulate the passion for the stimulate nature and support the conservationists
of the future. The initiative came about in collaboration with the British organization DARWIN200. It
aims at the next generation of natural scientists and protectors and through them to improve the world of
tomorrow.
200 young researchers and conservationists.
As part of this project, the historic three-master
OOSTERSCHELDE is making a two-year journey across the
world. The Dutch tallship will moor at the places where
Darwin also landed at the time and young receive natural
scientists and conservationists on board. A total of 200
young (18 to 25 years old) naturalists and conservationists
get to know each other and each other's work. These 200
young people are the decision makers of the future; they will
help improve the world for the next 50 years.
Photo : Arthur Smeets ©
Research into nature and the environment
(She’s not going to get pooped,
On board the Oosterschelde, the young people conduct
that’s ice in the background, not a
research and experiments and give lectures. Mentors like a
breaking wave as first thought)
group of world-renowned scientists and local NGOs are
linked to the participants, share their network, provide feedback and support the training of all
participants.
The research projects cover, among others, plastic pollution in the oceans, worldwide whale and dolphin
species surveys, global coral reef health, terrestrial habitat surveys, pollution solutions and many other
environmental topics.
The most exciting school class in the world.
The results of these projects are broadcast live from the ship. By capturing and sharing the
results of this project and the provision of experiments, lectures, teaching materials and video material to
schools about around the world, DARWIN200 aims so millions to reach and enthuse students and
students worldwide to commit to nature conservation.
Driving force: scientist Stewart Mc Pherson
The initiator and project leader of DARWIN200 is British geographer and biologist Stewart Mc Pherson.
He published under more about carnivorous plants that he researched for years in tropical regions in
Southeast Asia, Africa and South America. He also made documentaries for the BBC about the natural
history of the British overseas areas for which he traveled all over the world.
World trips with the Oosterschelde
The Rotterdam three-masted OOSTERSCHELDE is the largest restored sailing ship in the Netherlands.
The former cargo schooner was restored in a museum from 1988 - 1992 and has been sailing all over the
world ever since. The ship made trips to both the North Pole and Antarctica and has sailed around the
world twice before. Captain/Director is Gerben Nab. The journey from OOSTERSCHELDE will start in
the summer of 2023 and will last more than two years until 2025.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Evergreen announced to give 40 months' wages year-end
bonus to employees
Evergreen Marine Corp. reportedly doled out year-end bonuses of as much as 40 months'
wages to some of its employees on Thursday.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The new CEO of the MNWB – Stuart Rivers - details on:
https://www.nautilusint.org/en/news-insight/news/new-ceo-mnwb/
The new CEO of the Fishermen’s Mission – Marc Evans (ex RN) – details on;
https://www.fishermensmission.org.uk/news/marc-evans-ceo/
________________________________________________________________
BAE's boost for the North: Defence giant announces plans to hire 1,700 new
young recruits By : Francesca Washtell
Defence giant BAE Systems will create around 1,700 jobs in the UK next year, mostly in the north of
England. The FTSE 100 group – a key contractor for the Ministry of Defence – will take on more than
900 apprentices and create 750 graduate and undergraduate roles.
BAE said it will be the largest ever intake of early-careers recruits and 25 per cent larger than its 2021
cohort. Around 800 jobs will be in the North West, where BAE builds submarines at the country’s largest
shipyard in Barrow. The recruits will work on major defence programmes such as Tempest – a jet for the
Royal Air Force – as well as submarines and frigates for the Royal Navy.
Charles Woodburn, BAE’s chief executive, said: ‘Creating high-quality employment for young people
across the country ensures we retain the critical capabilities we need to sustain our business for the longterm, while helping to drive growth across the UK’s regional economies.’ This month chairman Roger
Carr said boosting the regions would help solve the UK’s productivity issues. He wrote: ‘The
Government has a mandate to make the UK a fairer economic environment, bringing opportunities and
prosperity to under-invested regions through its levelling-up agenda. 'For Government to succeed big
businesses need to play their part.’ The £17billion company has more than 35,000 employees at around

50 sites in the UK and a worldwide workforce of around 90,000. Source : The Daily Mail.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Costa Cruises May Face Further Lawsuits Over Costa Concordia Disaster
A consumer rights association in Italy has won a civil lawsuit against Costa Cruises, securing about
$105,000 in compensation for a passenger's post-traumatic stress from the COSTA CONCORDIA
disaster. To date, Costa Cruises has settled most claims over the casualty out of court, and the case raises
the possibility that its billion-dollar liabilities for the grounding and sinking of Costa Concordia might not
be over yet.
The Court of Genoa ordered the cruise line to pay Ernesto
Carusotti, one of the survivors, a total of $87,000 for
pecuniary and non-pecuniary damage suffered as a result of
the tragedy. Costa was also ordered to pay about $18,000 in
legal fees. Codacons, a consumer rights association based in
Genoa, said it is open to the possibility of initiating more
legal action against Costa Cruises, with hopes of obtaining
compensation for harms suffered by other survivors of the
Costa Concordia disaster. In a statement, Codacons called on former passengers of COSTA
CONCORDIA who would like to sue to contact the association. The January 2012 COSTA
CONCORDIA disaster killed 32 people and set off a chaotic evacuation of crew and passengers, some of
whom jumped into the sea and swam ashore. Costa Cruises avoided a criminal trial by agreeing to pay a
$1.31 million fine. The cruise line blamed the ship’s captain, Francesco Schettino, for intentionally
navigating too close to shore. Schettino was convicted of multiple counts of manslaughter and sentenced
to 16 years in jail. Investigators severely criticized his handling of the disaster, accusing him of delaying
the evacuation and abandoning ship himself before all 4,000 passengers and crew had been rescued. The
COSTA CONCORDIA was later righted, refloated and towed to a nearby yard for dismantling and
recycling. It was the most complex and expensive wreck removal operation ever attempted, and the final
price tag came in at an estimated $1.2 billion. Source : MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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These Cruise Ships Were Scrapped in 2021 Nine cruise ships were reduced to scrap in 2021.
While this is less than the 13 cruise ships scrapped in 2020, only two cruise ships were scrapped in 2019
and in 2016 – zero.
GRAND CELEBRATION
Capacity: 1,800 Tonnage: 47,262 Year Built: 1987 Last Operator: Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line
Beaching Date: January 2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The GRAND CELEBRATION was beached
in Alang in January, after a long voyage from the Bahamas. The 1,800-guest vessel originally entered
service for Carnival Cruise Line in 1987. It also sailed for Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line and
IberoCruceros. Capacity: 1,022 Tonnage: 33,250 Year Built: 1981 Last Operator: Peace Boat
Organization Beaching Date: January 2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The ex-Tropicale is another
former Carnival Cruise Line ship scrapped in 2021. The 1,022-guest ship arrived in India in January when
it was beached in Alang. The vessel was last operated as the OCEAN DREAM.
MARCO POLO
Capacity: 800 Tonnage: 22,080 Year Built: 1965 Last Operator: Cruise & Maritime Voyages Beaching
Date: January 2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The Marco Polo ended its oceangoing career in 2021.
Following the demise of its former operator, the British Cruise & Maritime Voyages, the 1965-built
vessel ended up being sold to Indian breakers in January.
COSTA VICTORIA
Capacity: 1,928 Tonnage: 75,000 Year Built: 1996 Last Operator: Costa Cruises Beaching Date: January
2021 Breaking Yard: Aliaga, Turkey After its quick sale in the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the 1996-built COSTA VICTORIA was sent for scrapping in 2021. The former Costa Cruises ship arrived
at the Aliaga Ship Breaking Yard in January and was beached soon after.
MAGELLAN
Capacity: 1,452 Tonnage: 46,052 Year Built: 1985 Last Operator: Cruise & Maritime Voyages Beaching
Date: February 2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The 1985-built MAGELLAN was beached for
scrapping in Alang in February, after being auctioned by an English court in late 2020. The vessel was
built for Carnival Cruise Line and last sailed for Cruise & Maritime Voyages until the cruise line's entry
into administration in July 2020.
COLUMBUS
Capacity: 1,856 Tonnage: 63,500 Year Built: 1988 Last Operator: Cruise & Maritime Voyages Beaching
Date: April 2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The COLUMBUS is another former Cruise & Maritime
Voyages vessel that ended up scrapped after the company’s demise. The vessel – which was built in the
late 1980s – was beached in India in April. The Columbus was originally ordered for Sitmar Cruises and
had also sailed for Princess Cruises, P&O Cruises, P&O Australia and Ocean Village.
BOUDICCA
Capacity: 839 Tonnage: 28,388 Year Built: 1973 Last Operator: Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines Beaching Date:
May 2021 Breaking Yard: Aliaga, Turkey The former BOUDICCA from Fred. Olsen Cruise Line was
beached for scrapping in Aliaga in May. The 1973-built vessel was sold by its former operator in 2020
and was set to become an accommodation vessel before being sent to the breakers.
ALBATROS
Capacity: 830 Tonnage: 28,000 Year Built: 1973 Last Operator: Phoenix Reisen Beaching Date: July
2021 Breaking Yard: Alang, India The 1973-built ALBATROS was beached for scrapping in Alang Ship
Breaking Yard in July. The vessel was last operated by Phoenix Reisen and had previously been sold in
2020, with the new owners planning to transform it into a floating hotel in Egypt.
CELESTYAL EXPERIENCE
Capacity: 1,356 Tonnage: 54,000 Year Built: 1993 Last Operator: Celestyal Cruises (never entered
service) Beaching Date: December 2021 Breaking Yard: Gadani, Pakistan The former Celestyal
Experience was recently beached for scrapping at the Gadani Ship Breaking Yard in Pakistan.
COSTA NEO ROMANTICA
The 1993-built ship was last owned by Celestyal Cruises. The ship had also sailed for Costa Cruises in
Asia as the COSTA NEO ROMANTICA source : cruiseindustrynews
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Historic former Manly ferry sinks in Sydney Harbour By Megan Gorrey
A historic former Manly ferry has sunk in Sydney Harbour, following a decades-long push for the
dilapidated vessel to be restored. The 99-year old MV B
BARAGOOLA began taking on water at its mooring beside
the Coal Loader at Balls Head Reserve in the lower north
shore suburb of Waverton about 10.30pm on Saturday,
police said.
A NSW Police spokeswoman said two people on board the
boat at the time had called NSW Fire and Rescue to help
them pump water from the vessel, before the pair fled to
safety on a small boat. They were not injured. Police arrived
to find the boat submerged under about 10 metres of water.
A Transport for NSW spokesman said plans were under way
to remove the privately owned vessel from the bay as it
could continue to break apart and create hazards for other
boaters. People are being urged to steer clear of the salvage
operations. Planning is under way for a salvage operation to pull the vessel from the water. “A boom has
been deployed to contain any pollutants if they appear. Reports at this stage indicate that there were only
small amounts of pollutant on board and the fuel tanks were empty,” the spokesman said. “Further
enquiries will be made with the owner about the incident.” The 67-metre ferry was a familiar sight for
visitors to the former coal loading wharf on Balls Head Bay, where it was berthed next to the former
lighthouse tender MV CAPE DON. BARAGOOLA, meaning “flood tide” in local Aboriginal dialect, was
built at Mort’s Dock in Balmain and launched on February 14, 1922. For six decades, it ferried
passengers between Manly and Circular Quay, making its last official voyage in 1983.The 500-tonne
vessel became the first moveable object to be subject to a permanent conservation order in the late 1980s,
prompting the state’s then heritage minister, David Hay, to declare: “There can be no better illustration of
our working heritage than an old Manly ferry such as the BARAGOOLA.”
However, the vessel spent the next two decades in limbo. It passed through the hands of various owners
before the NSW government removed it from the state heritage register due to its poor structural
condition in 2010.The then deputy director of the Department of Planning’s Heritage Branch, Tim Smith,
said despite its significance, the vessel’s state of disrepair meant delisting was “the only valid option on
heritage grounds”.
He said the vessel would be sold to a group dedicated to its restoration, known as the Baragoola
Preservation Association. In a Facebook post late on Saturday night, the association said it had “received
word that BARAGOOLA sank an hour ago”. said the group had “unfortunately handed the vessel over ...
a while back as COVID-19 and lack of access made it untenable”. It was unclear whether the association
had sold the vessel to a new owner. In September, the association said it had been exploring moving the
vessel onto a barge or dry land, or dismantling the vessel and placing it into storage to allow it to be
gradually restored. The BARAGOOLA was “the last Sydney built Manly ferry that is restorable”, the post
said, and the vessel “can and should be saved”. Source : Brisbane Times
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Containership Crew Rescues 19 Cubans Off Florida Keys
The crew of the MV Methoni contacted Sector Key West Command Center watchstanders at 1:40 p.m.
reporting they launched their life boat to assist in recovering people from the water approximately 33
miles southeast of Alligator Reef Lighthouse near Islamorada, Florida. One of the survivors stated there
were 19 people on their raft before it flipped over.
https://gcaptain.com/containership-crew-rescues-19-cubans-off-floridakeys/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-2bb5bd07da139894965&mc_cid=2bb5bd07da&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Full Circle by Michael J Lacey
In this nostalgic autobiography by MNA member and Honorary Secretary of the Shaw Savill Society,
Michael Lacey, has put together his recollections of his time with Shaw Savill & Albion Lines from a
first trip as a 16 year old apprentice to Chief officer.
Michael joined his first ship, Taranaki, as a deck apprentice, at
Avonmouth in April 1959, following his pre sea training at King
Edward VII Nautical College (King Ted’s), London. He takes us
through almost 10 years, sailing with one the leading shipping
companies of the day, on their routes from UK and Continent to
Australia and New Zealand. I joined the same company in December
1964, also as a deck apprentice. For me this book is pure nostalgia,
bringing me back so many memories and long forgotten details. His
meticulous recording of his voyages, some through letters home, have
personalised life aboard cargo liners in those halcyon days. The dayto-day lives of apprentices and officers are beautifully recorded, as are
the numerous ports and various cargoes. So much job satisfaction was
derived simply from the traditional navigation and seamanship needed
in those days. The science of loading a ship in several ports, to ensure
that it could be unloaded again, in different ports the other side of the
world was the also the responsibility of the officers who took huge
pride in ensuring this all worked smoothly. On the other side of the
coin this book also talks about the opportunities to enjoy time ashore and the hospitality afforded by
people in those faraway places. The contrast between life at sea today and in those times is almost
unimaginable.
For anyone like me, who were lucky enough to enjoys these times, or for those wanting to learn more
about the lives and times aboard a cargo ship, this book is highly recommended.
Full Circle is available from Amazon UK for £8.99 as a paperback or £1.99 on their Kindle.
David Parsons, National Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Passengers Disembark COVID-Hit Cruise Ship After 5 Days Stuck in Lisbon
https://gcaptain.com/passengers-disembark-covid-hit-cruise-ship-after-5-days-stuck-inlisbon/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-2bb5bd07da139894965&mc_cid=2bb5bd07da&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reminder – danger of liquefaction in iron ore fines loaded in Sierra Leone
Pursuant to our Member Circular No. 6/2021 on “Carriage of Iron Ore Fines Cargoes from Sierra Leone”,
the club has been notified of a number of cases of actual liquefaction/dynamic separation of iron ore fines
loaded from Sierra Leone. Gard has been working closely with experts to understand the scale of the
problem on the cargo loaded from Sierra Leone. As a start, upon careful review of shippers’ declarations,
we have been notified of the following inaccuracies: • Cargo declared as – “Group A: a cargo not liable to
liquefy”
• The declaration incorrectly lists as a reference the IMO circular for Bauxite (CCC.1/Circ.2, Rev.1 2017)
which is a different cargo than iron ore fines
• The particle size distribution in the declaration is extreme when compared to the size range guidance
detailed within the IMSBC Code schedule for Iron Ore Fines.
• There are also concerns regarding the transportable moisture limit (TML) and moisture content (MC)
declaration which may not be representative of the cargo loaded. ………………………… Source: Gard
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Guests Ignore CDC’s Warnings and Party on Cruise Ships Like It’s 1999
By Jim Walker
Watching videos of raucous cruise guests crowded in interior spaces and partying on cruise ships on New
Year’s Eve makes one think that the deadly COVID-19 pandemic is somehow over. Notwithstanding
recommendations by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) not to take a cruise even if
you are vaccinated, many thousands of mask-less guests crowded together and partied on dozens of huge
cruise ships, including the ANTHEM OF THE SEAS and HARMONY OF THE SEAS.
The official Royal Caribbean COVID-19 protocols
regarding the basic issue regarding “will I have to
wear a face mask onboard my cruise, and if so,
exactly when and where “ state, in part: Masks ARE
required to be worn:
While indoors onboard the ship, unless seated
and actively eating or drinking.
If this cruise lines is going to openly flaunt its own
health and safety rules, you can expect its passengers
will also consider them a joke and ignore them.
A few days ago before these super-spreader events
took place, we reported on a COVID-19 outbreak
that infected around fifty (50) crew members on the
HARMONY OF THE SEAS. later, many dozens of guests reported that they were infected with COVID19 on this same Royal Caribbean ship with many posting comments on Twitter. Several guests, many
with children, stated that they were transferred from their cabins to cabins in the “positive covid section”
of the ship. Many estimate that there may be as many as three-hundred infected guests occupying cabins
on several deck reserved for those who are COVID-19 positive. The ship also transferred over onehundred (100) crew members who tested positive for the virus.
But the mass gatherings and partying were not limited to cruise guests. At least one cruise ship, the MSC
SEAVIEW, hosted a crew Christmas party where over one-hundred mask-less ship employees, including
officers, crowded in an interior room on deck 18 appropriately nick-named the “Jungle Room” (according
to a crew member who contacted me). There are now at least seventy-three crew members, many of
whom attended the Christmas party in question, who are positive for COVID-19. These ship employees
have been isolated and their cabin mates and other close contacts are also in quarantine on the MSC ship.
Many of the ship employees are symptomatic with “headaches, sore throats, fever and chills” and the
“cases are rising.” This crew member states that “crew members who have been isolated for being in
close contact with infected crew members are also having symptoms but the cruise ship’s medical team
has not yet visited or tested them yet. Last week, the CDC stated that in the last two weeks there have
been over 5,000 guests and crew members on over ninety infected cruise ships. I would estimate that this
number will likely triple or quadruple over the next two weeks as the Delta and Omicron variants
continue to surge. Source : cruiselawnews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bosun died on board in tragic accident, in stormy Arctic waters
Bosun of general cargo ship TIKSY died in a tragic accident on board early in the morning Dec 31, when
the ship was sailing in Barents sea off Novaya Zemlya Archipelago, Russian Arctic, en route from
Dudinka to Arkhangelsk. The ship was battling a strong storm, several containers on cargo deck became
unstable and were about to shift, Bosun with several AB approached containers, with the purpose of
securing them. One of containers went loose at this time, and collapsed, crashing (crushing) Bosun. He
sustained mortal injures including torn off legs, and died almost on the spot. As of Jan 2, the ship was
steaming towards port of destination, Arkhangelsk, native town of the deceased. General cargo ship
TIKSY, IMO 8821802, dwt 12150, built 1990, flag Russia, manager TC NORD PROJECT LLC,
Arkhangelsk, Russia. Source : Maritimebulletin - By : Mikhail Voytenko
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Royal British Legion Announces Plans for 40th Anniversary of Falklands War
•
•
•

This Remembrance weekend, RBL announces commemorative plans for 40th anniversary of
the Falklands War
Commemorations will culminate with an event at the National Memorial Arboretum in
June 2022
Up to ten thousand military and civilian veterans expected to attend

SATURDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2021: Ahead of Remembrance Sunday the Royal British Legion has
today announced significant plans to mark the 40th anniversary of the Falklands War in 2022. Ten
thousand veterans, civilians, and bereaved families are invited to attend an event at the National Memorial
Arboretum on Tuesday 14 June to mark 40 years since the end of the conflict. The RBL’s
commemorations will focus on the broad range of military and civilian involvement in all aspects of the
Falklands campaign, which was unprecedented in modern times.
The Falklands War started on 02 April 1982 and was the first military action since the Second World War
that utilised all elements of the Armed Forces. The conflict lasted 74 days, during which seven ships were
lost to enemy action, nine aircraft were shot down, and 255 British personnel lost their lives, and their
names are inscribed on the Armed Forces Memorial at the Arboretum.
Commemorations will take place from April 2022 and culminate in the event in June. The morning of the
event day will be led by individual military units and guests will have the opportunity to visit their
respective memorials at the Arboretum and participate in Regimental activities. In the afternoon the RBL
will host a secular ceremony, which will include a live link up to a corresponding ceremony taking place
at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Stanley Cemetery in the Falkland Islands.
The Royal British Legion’s Assistant Director of Commemorative Events, Bob Gamble OBE, said:
“30,000 sailors, marines, soldiers, airmen and merchant mariners participated in the Falklands War and
the RBL’s commemorations and programme of activities will honour and remember their service, the
many civilians who supported the war effort, and the 255 British personnel who sadly lost their lives.
“There are veterans of the Falklands War who still struggle with physical and mental scars from the
campaign, and some have faced life challenges or hardships since then. As we mark the centenary of the
RBL this year, we remain committed to ensuring that service and sacrifice in more recent conflict is
recognised and all generations of the Armed Forces community know the RBL is here to support them,
for life.”
When the Falklands War started ground and air troops were mobilised for the most part by the Merchant
Navy with significant collaborative support from both the Civil and Corporate sectors, and the
commemorations will also recognise the civilian support and a nation that came together to support the
military.
The RBL is working in collaboration on the commemorations with several other organisations including
the Falkland Islands Government, the Ministry of Defence, the South Atlantic Medal Association, the
Falkland Veterans Foundation, all relevant military associations, and the Merchant Navy.
Those wishing to participate in commemorations or attend the event on 14th June 2022 are asked to
contact their respective Regimental or Service Association to register their interest.
For further information about The Royal British Legion, visit rbl.org.uk. Twitter: @PoppyLegion
Instagram: @royalbritishlegion
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OfficialPoppyLegion
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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FALKLANDS 40
The Merchant Navy Association National have been tasked by the Royal British Legion (RBL) to
inform Merchant Seafarers and shore personnel preparing the STUFT Merchant Navy ships involved in
the 1982 Falklands conflict, about the large event that they are organising on Tuesday, 14 June 2022, at
the National Memorial Arboretum (NMA), Alrewas, Burton-on-Trent DE13 7AR to commemorate the
40th anniversary of the conflict ceasefire.
The NMA is situated off the A38 about 9 miles southwest of Burton-on-Trent. It is planned for about
10,000 to attend the event. Attendees will be required to make their own way there and travel
information will be issued later.
We have been requested to obtain details of guests requiring tickets, as soon as possible. The number of
tickets that we will be allocated is unknown at present so we will be working on a “First come, first
served” basis.
Event details:
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/falklands
If anyone is a Falklands Veteran or involved directly with the conflict who wishes to attend with a guest,
please contact:
Tim Brant, Events and Welfare Officer, Merchant Navy Association National:
Tel: 01733 205001/07948 393934
E-mail: events@mna.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Murdoch McGregor, UK Sailor of the Year for 2021 at Age 82
Posted on January 2, 2022 by Rick Spilman
Congratulations to Murdoch McGregor, who was named Sailor of the Year 2021 at the British
Yachting Awards. At the age of 82, Murdoch McGregor completed a 1,900-mile trip around the UK in
June.
The 80-day-long solo voyage in his 23-foot yacht, Artemis, raised more than £10,000 for the Mental
Health UK charity.
Posted in Current, Lore of the Sea Tagged British Yachting Awards, Mc Gregor, Murdoch Mc
Gregor, Sailor of the Year 2021 permalink
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Below is my attempt to share these unusual & different videos.
Double Click on the links below .… at your own risk .… BODY & HEAT … I hope it works for you

Illusion
684187ab-c736-4da
7-bf16-4cc1528bea9d (2).MP4

an amazing illusion!

Tenerife Volcano
VID-20211008-WA0
006 (1).mp4

Rivers of molten lave

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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JAN WEBBER HONOURED WITH BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL
Jan Webber Director of Development at The Mission to
Seafarers was very privileged to be honoured with
British Empire Medal in the New Years Honours List. I
telephoned the Cabinet Office to ask who had
nominated me, and was told this was confidential and
that it was a 'Thank you from the Nation'. To hear such
words is extremely humbling. Honours of this kind
happen to other people, so to receive one myself, is
simply wonderful. To know that during my career in
the shipping industry Jan have been able to make a
difference and someone felt strongly enough to
nominate me is incredible. I send a heartfelt thank you to that person, as this amazing honour means so
much to me.Jan is grateful to all who have supported The Mission to Seafarers and other charities she
have worked with. Jan hope together we can continue to do more of this good work for seafarers' welfare.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ex-Queen Mary Operators in Alleged $2.4 Million PPP Loan Fraud
by Rick Spilman Jan 6, 2022
In January of last year, we posted that the operator of
the ex-Cunard Queen Mary filed for bankruptcy. The
converted ship is owned by the City of Long Beach
and has been managed by Eagle Hospitality, exUrban Commons, since 2016. Now, two executives
of the bankrupt operator have been accused of
stealing $2.4 million from a COVID-19 relief loan
meant to pay their employees during the pandemic.
As reported by the LA Times: At the center of the bankruptcy proceedings are Urban Commons
executives Howard Wu and Taylor Woods. In court filings, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Christopher S.
Sontchi has labeled the two as “fraudsters.”
Documents filed in the bankruptcy proceedings allege that Woods and Wu applied for two federal loans
that were earmarked for the Queen Mary’s employee payroll. Instead, according to the documents, the
executives emptied their company bank account as soon as they received the loan and funneled the money
into several other accounts.
In December, Sontchi ordered the men to pay $250 a day starting January 1. The fine is meant to force the
men to comply with the court’s previous order to properly account for the roughly $2.4 million received
from the federal Paycheck Protection Program loan and for not freezing their assets.
Whether the daily fine is sufficient remains to be seen. If Woods and Wu pay the daily fine of $250 per
day, the government will be reimbursed for the $2.4 million loan in just over 26 years.
The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

242 Cruise Ships Set to Operate in January
The first month of 2022 brings a record-high number of cruise ships in service since the pandemic pause.
According to the January edition of the Cruise Ships in Service Report by Cruise Industry News, 242
cruise vessels are expected to sail in January for 68 various cruise brands.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hapag-Lloyd’s Quebec Express wins the Gold Headed Cane
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MCIB Report: Lack of risk assessment contributes to sinking of vessel
The Irish Marine Casualty Investigation Board (MCIB) published its report on the sinking of FV AZTEC,
which took place off Duncannon, on 11 January 2021.
The incident
On the morning of 11 January 2021 the “FV AZTEC” sailed from Duncannon Pier, Co. Wexford to fish
sprat in Waterford Estuary alongside its paired trawler the
“FV WESTERN DAWN”.”. There was no risk assessment
or method statement for this type of fishing arrangement
included in the vessel’s safety statement.
The “FV AZTEC” shot its net first and hauled fish at 09.30
hrs. These fish were stowed in pounds in the fish hold
divided by boards. It was estimated that this haul was in the
region of at least eight tonnes of fish. The load condition
stability calculations carried out in 2017 allowed for ten
tonnes of loose fish in pounds in the fish hold. These were
placed in the fish hold filling from the after end first.
At 10.00 hrs the “FV WESTERN DAWN”.” shot its net for the “FV AZTEC” to take the end for the next
tow. During this operation, the towing weight for the net dropped from the gunwale onto the starboard aft
deck of the “FV AZTEC”. This punctured a hole of approximately 300 centimetres in the deck roughly
200cm forward of the transom. Due to the amount of gear around this area of the deck the damage went
undiscovered at this time. The fishing weight was made up of a collection of chain and weighed 350 kg.
At approximately 10.45 hrs the “FV WESTERN DAWN”.” hauled its net and the “FV AZTEC” passed
back the end of the net to it. It was then decided to pass fish from the “FV WESTERN DAWN’s” net to
the “FV AZTEC”.
The crew of the “FV WESTERN DAWN”.” passed over the bag rope and this was hauled up on the main
winch aft. The bag rope from the “FV WESTERN DAWN”.” was heaved across to the “F FV AZTEC”
using the main winch through the aft starboard towing block. The Gilsen winch and lifting derrick are
situated starboard forward. The Gilsen winch was then secured to the bag rope/lifting strop and the cod
end was taken onboard, one lift at a time allowing the fish to enter the fish room via scuppers on the deck.
The securing of the bag rope on the aft starboard hanging block and subsequent lifting of the cod end lift
caused the vessel to list to starboard and immerse the hole on the aft starboard side of the deck. As the
fish were being taken onboard the “FV AZTEC the Skipper noticed the water was not clearing off the aft
deck in the usual manner. At the same time a crewmember noticed water flooding into the steering
compartment through a hole in the deck. The crewmember attempted to stem the flow with an oilskin and
alerted the Skipper.
As the steering compartment flooded, the vessel lost its reserve buoyancy aft and began to settle by the
stern. The crew tried to let go the net as the Skipper manoeuvred alongside the “FV WESTERN
DAWN”.”.
Once alongside, with the stern going under water the Skipper of the “FV AZTEC” instructed the crew to
abandon ship and to transfer across to the other vessel. At this stage the fish hold bilge alarm sounded as
the fish hold began to flood through deck scuppers and the open hatch.
Time did not allow for activation of the engine driven bilge pump or the large electric fish pump. The rate
of flooding and settling by the stern would have made any attempt to evacuate water by these pumps
futile the report says. The crew of the “FV AZTEC” successfully transferred to the “FV WESTERN
DAWN”.” dry, and watched their boat sink in less than one minute. The vessel settled by the stern as the
water filled into the fish hold and into the engine room through the open watertight door. No pollution
was detected in the vicinity of the sinking between the time of the incident and recovery of the vessel on
29 January 2021.
Probable cause
There were no risk assessments or method statements for pair trawling listed in the “FV AZTEC’s” safety
statement. Effective risk assessments and procedures would have highlighted dangers associated with pair
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trawling. The vessel was heavily laden at the time and dependant on the buoyancy provided by the
steering compartment to maintain its longitudinal stability.
Although not required, the “FV AZTEC” had stability calculations done in 2017 for a condition with ten
tonnes of fish in the hold. These stability calculations concentrated on lateral stability and did not address
longitudinal aspects of stability. It was stated during recovery operations that the “FV AZTEC” had
between ten and 12 tonnes of fish onboard. Although no limits are set for vessels of this size, the loading
of the vessel was a contributory factor in the sinking. This must take into account the weight of the catch
onboard as well as the positioning of fish in the hold. The effect of the additional catch being taken
onboard at the time of the incident will have also caused considerable settling by the stern and listing to
starboard. The combination of these forces will have left the longitudinal stability of the vessel dependant
on the buoyancy provided by the steering compartment.
Furthermore, no alert was sent out by the “FV AZTEC” or by the “FV WESTERN DAWN”. First
notification of foundering of the vessel to MRCC Dublin was from the shore. Although there was no
imminent danger to life, as a serious incident occurred, a Pan-Pan alert should have been raised with the
Coast Guard. Finally, the steering compartment of the “ FV AZTEC” had no bilge alarm fitted and no
means of directly pumping out this compartment. A small drain hole allowed water to drain from the
steering compartment onto the fish hold.
Recommendations
After the conclusion of the report, MCIB recommends the following: The Minister for Transport should
issue a Marine Notice to owners/skippers of fishing vessels reminding them to be aware of the safe
loading capacity of their vessels. Also, to be aware where the stability in a loaded state is dependent on a
compartment’s watertight integrity it is advisable that compartment is alarmed and has a means of being
pumped out. The Minister for Transport should issue a Marine Notice to owners/skippers of fishing
vessels reminding them that where an area of deck is subjected to regular working and shock loading,
consideration should be given to re-enforcing and strengthening that area. The Minister for Transport
should review the Code of Practice for Fishing Vessels under 15 meters to take into account heave
loadings on decks during fishing operations. The Minister for Transport should review the Code of
Practice for Fishing Vessels under 15 meters to take into account the maximum load of bulk fish a vessel
is authorised to carry. Source : safety4sea
_____________________________________________________________________________________

China: 200 pilots have been quarantined
Yangtze River pilot lockdown intensifies China port congestion
Vessels are being stranded at ports on the river due to the lack of pilots and the line-up of vessels forced
to wait in the anchorage outside the estuary is increasing rapidly. Owners are unclear how long the
problem will last.
According to informa.com: At least 200 pilots at Nanjing and Jiangyin stations have been quarantined by
Chinese authorities after two tested positive for coronavirus earlier this week. Operations are almost
entirely halted, causing widespread delays in one of China’s key maritime waterways.
Traffic has began to become congested and slowed due to specialized river pilots being mandated to
quarantine due to Covid-19 regulations when returning from duties along China’s Yangtze which happens
to be the longest river in East Asia. The Yangtze moves an approximated 3bn tonnes of cargo a year and
at this time, due the pilot shortage, time spent on a vessel has increased astonishingly. A data report from
Eastport states up 169% year-on-year for Jiangyin, 154% year-on year for Nantong, 41% year-on-year
for Ningbo and 190% year-on-year for Zhangjiagang in the month of October.source : marine-pilots
_____________________________________________________________________________________

What is EEDI?
Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI), formulated for new ships, is an index that estimates grams of
CO2 per transport work (g of CO2 per tonne‐mile).
https://www.irclass.org/media/1393/energy-efficiency-design-index.pdf
_____________________________________________________________________________________

In a historic first, U.S. aircraft carrier deploys from San Diego with a woman in command
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Press Release: UK P&I Club issues crew health advice on contact dermatitis
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/press-release-articles/2022/press-release-uk-pi-clubissues-crew-health-advice-on-contact-dermatitis/?dm_i=33T,7OOF9,LGE99N,VBJG2,1
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ghana: Covid-19 fines coming into effect on 1st February 2022
"Following our update of, we have just learnt from Ghana Port Health (GPH) that although Covid-19
vaccination remains mandatory for all crew on board vessels in Ghana, irrespective of whether they
intend to disembark or not, no fines will be levied before 1 February 2022. …..
Any vessel with non-vaccinated crew/passengers to Ghana will pay a fine of 3,500 US Dollars per person
on arrival. ………….
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/articles/2022/ghana-covid-19-fines-coming-into-effect-on1st-february-2022/?dm_i=33T,7OOF9,LGE99N,VBJG2,1
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hurtigruten Cuts Short Antarctic Voyage After COVID Outbreak
Ten people on board the MS Roald Amundsen cruise vessel had tested positive for COVID-19, and the
ship will return to port in Chile two days ahead of schedule, a spokesperson for Hurtigruten said ……
https://gcaptain.com/hurtigruten-cuts-short-antarctic-voyage-after-covidoutbreak/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-a14a7cd922139894965&mc_cid=a14a7cd922&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

SM Line Containership Could Be Docked at Canadian Cruise Terminal For
‘Weeks’ After Breakdown
The 304-meter-long SM Busan arrived at the Victoria Cruise Terminal in Ogden Point on January 2 for
emergency repairs after departing Portland, Oregon for Busan, Korea before Christmas. …………
https://gcaptain.com/sm-line-containership-could-be-docked-at-canadian-cruise-terminal-for-weeks-afterbreakdown/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-a14a7cd922139894965&mc_cid=a14a7cd922&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Five missing after cargo ship collision off China
A crew of five seamen from the city of Wenzhou are missing following a collision in the East China Sea,
according to maritime authorities in China’s Zhejiang province. The Panamanian-flagged bulk carrier
Ocean Loong collided with the fishing vessel Zhecangyu 00808 registered in Wenzhou on Tuesday
evening, China Daily reports. The incident happened around 85 nm off the coast of Wenzhou.The fishing
boat sank with five men on board, all of whom were still missing as of Wednesday morning. A search and
rescue operation is underway with helicopters and rescue vessels in the 3 area. The 224.97-metre bulk
carrier OCEAN LOONG, which is managed by Xiamen Datong Xin Luyang Shipping Co, had been en
route from Tieshan to Lanshan in China according to MarineTraffic. OCEAN LOONG remains near the
collision site as of Wednesday morning. Temperatures in Wenzhou city were around 9C overnight. China
Daily reports that local maritime authorities “are sparing no efforts” in searching for the five missing
men. Source: marineindustrynews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bangladesh recyclers in safety warning to sellers following VLCC blast
By : Paul Bartlett - Source : Seatrade Maritime News
Bangladesh ship recyclers are warning sellers of vessels for scrap to ensure they are clean and gas free
following a Christmas Day explosion on a VLCC being broken up at one of the country’s yards. In the
latest of a string of accidents there was a 25 December explosion on board a VLCC, thought to be the
310,000 dwt JUBILANT built in 1996, which was undergoing demolition at the Jamuna Shipbreaking
Yard in Chattogram. According to reports, 13 recycling yard workers are believed to have died at
Bangladeshi yards in 2021, taking the ten-year total to more than 150. …
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Danish Frigate Releases Captured Gulf of Guinea Pirates in Dinghy
COPENHAGEN, Jan 7 (Reuters) – A suspected
Nigerian pirate captured by the Danishnavy in the
Gulf of Guinea in November and brought to
Denmark for prosecution appeared in court in
Copenhagen on Friday charged with the attempted
manslaughter of Danish soldiers.
Three other suspected Nigerian pirates picked up by
a Danish frigate at the same time and who faced the
same charges were freed on Thursday after Denmark failed to find a country in the region to take them,
the Danish Armed Forces said.
The three, who had been detained aboard the frigate Esbern Snare in the Gulf of Guinea, were put to sea
in a small dinghy with enough food and fuel for them to reach safely to shore, after the charges against
them were withdrawn.
https://gcaptain.com/danish-frigate-releases-captured-gulf-of-guinea-pirates-indinghy/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-8d441e2c41139894965&mc_cid=8d441e2c41&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Royal Navy’s warship celebrates 1,000 days keeping Middle East sea lanes
open by : Ajsa Habibic

On 5 January, the Royal Navy’s warship
HMS MONTROSE passed the 1,000-day
milestone of keeping the Gulf sea lanes
open and tackling drug smugglers

HMS MONTROSE, a Type 23 frigate, together with 200
sailors and Royal Marines, has been constantly present in the
Middle East since 11 April 2019, working with other British
and allied vessels to safeguard shipping, keep sea lanes open
and stop trafficking, the Royal Navy said. Operating out of
Bahrain, in her 1,000 days, the frigate has sailed 163,000
nautical miles, which is equal to more than 7.5 times around
the globe, accompanied 112 vessels through the Strait of
Hormuz and seized over 6,5 tons of illegal narcotics.
MONTROSE was also in numerous programs to deploy
major Royal Navy warships around the world for several
years at a time. Patrol ships have since been committed to the
Caribbean, Mediterranean and, most recently, Asia-Pacific

region on extended missions.
Commodore Ed Ahlgren, Commander UK Maritime Component Command, senior Royal Navy officer in
the Middle East said: “I am delighted to mark 1000 days of HMS MONTROSE in theatre. She has had
many successes whilst in the region, including narcotics seizures and maintaining free and safe passage
for shipping around three of the busiest trade chokepoints in the world. Montrose and her crews should be
proud of what they have achieved”. HMS MONTROSE, along with HMS MONMOUTH, is on the track
to be retired soon, according to written evidence submitted by Admiral Tony Radakin to the Defence
Select Committee, UK, in November 2021. As informed, the Royal Navy will retire the two Type 23
frigates saving around £100 million ($133 million).
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hudong Zhonghua delivered the fourth 15000TEU container ship to
CMA CGM
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Shipping accounts for two to three per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ghost ship risk to Petronas oil rig now under tow
A ‘"ghost ship" — or a ship without a crew — reported to be drifting in Vietnamese waters and
potentially could hit a Petronas oil rig in Terengganu waters on Monday (Jan 3), has been towed to a safe
location, according to the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA). MMEA director-general
Maritime Admiral Datuk Mohd Zubil Mat Som said MMEA received a report from an Indonesian
shipping company that a ship belonging to LIMIN ROSMINA had lost its tow rope, while towing the
WINPOSH RAMPART ship without a crew at about 3.15pm on Monday. According to him, the two
ships involved were in Vietnamese waters at a position about 120 nautical miles from Kuala Terengganu,
while en route from Matak (Indonesia) to Yang Pu (China). He said in a statement on Tuesday (Jan 4)
that the tow rope snapped due to bad weather and WINPOSH RAMPART then drifted into Malaysian
waters.
"The risk assessment analysis found that the WINPOSH RAMPART ship could potentially collide with
Petronas' Telok A oil rig and cause it to explode and trigger a life-threatening incident if no swift
measures were taken to deal with it," he said. In this regard, he said APMM had coordinated assistance
with Petronas to tow the WINPOSH RAMPART ship to a safer location. The assets involved in the
operation were the JUJUR Maritime vessel (KM) and AW139 aircraft with six members of the MMEA
Special Action Team (PTK) which were mobilised to the location of the ghost ship, while Petronas sent
ICON LOTUS and SK PILOT ships, he said. He said the MMEA PTK then synchronised operations with
the AW139 aircraft to analyse the crisis and identify ways to stop the ship from drifting. Mohd Zubil said
PTK members were lowered from the AW139 aircraft aboard the WINPOSH RAMPART around 3.30pm
on Tuesday to execute the process for the ship to be towed by the ICON LOTUS. According to him,
WINPOSH RAMPART is now being towed by ICON LOTUS to Kemaman Supply Base in Terengganu,
a journey expected to take almost 65 hours. Source : Bernama
_____________________________________________________________________________________

LIQUEFIED HYDROGEN CARRIER STARTS MAIDEN VOYAGE TO
AUSTRALIA By : Ian Ackerman
THE first liquified hydrogen carrier sailed from Kobe, Japan
on 24 December, bound for Hastings, Victoria to pick up its
first cargo. According to reporting from Reuters, the
hydrogen carrier Suiso Frontier is due to arrive in Australia
in the middle of this month, returning to Japan in midFebruary. The voyage is part of a $500-millon pilot project
that is led by Kawasaki Heavy Industries and backed by the
Australian and Japanese governments. The pilot project aims
to show that liquified hydrogen can be exported safely to
Japan. It involves producing liquefied hydrogen from brown coal in Australia. In May, classification
society ClassNK issued an approval in principle to Kawasaki Heavy Industries for the design of a
liquified hydrogen cargo containment system. The system approved features tanks with a capacity of
40,000 cubic metres that were developed for use on liquefied hydrogen carriers. The Japan-registered
Suiso Frontier is 116 metres long (LOA), with a draught of 4.5 metres. Its tank capacity is 1250 cubic
metres and it is owned by CO2-free Hydrogen Energy Supply-chain Technology Research Association
(HySTRA). Source : Daily Cargo News
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hong Kong bans cruises, horse racing crowds as strict COVID-19
restrictions return
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The FULL Story of Eppleton Hall’s Transatlantic Voyage - Newcastle to San
Francisco (1969-1970)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a5dMNV5wcA
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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More carriers eye scrubber installation as price gap between fuels gets wider
By Mike Wackett

As the price gap between low-sulphur fuel oil (LSFO) and heavy fuel oil (HFO) widens, almost 30% of
the global containership fleet capacity is now equipped with scrubber technology, according to an
Alphaliner survey. The consultant said the number of container vessels fitted with scrubbers increased by
150 last year, to 850 ships for 7.52m teu of capacity, with MSC continuing to lead the pack with nearly
half its 640-strong fleet able to bunker with the cheaper HFO. By comparison, Maersk, now the equal topranked carrier with its 2M partner, has 35% of its 736-vessel fleet capacity scrubber-fitted.
Other scrubber advocates include Evergreen, with 69% of 204 ships (1.48m teu capacity), and HMM with
83% of a fleet of just 75 vessels (820,000 teu) fitted out with an exhaust gas cleaning system.At the other
end of the scale, Japanese carrier ONE has scrubbers installed on just 18% of its 210-ship, 1.54m teu,
fleet and Hapag-Lloyd, a long-time sceptic, has 17% of its 252-ship, 1.75m teu, fleet equipped with
scrubbers. According to Ship & Bunker’s G20 index, which tracks the average bunker price at 20 major
ports, the average price for LSFO leapt 46% last year, to $544 per tonne, and although HFO prices rose
53%, to $433 per tonne, the spread between the two fuels widened by 92% over the year.
“The good news for owners of scrubber-equipped tonnage is
that the LSFO/HFO spread ended the year at a high of $153,
having started the year at $79,” said Ship & Bunker.
A carrier source told The Loadstar recently that the only
thing stopping his line from ordering more scrubber retrofits
on its fleet was the down time in the shipyard.
“We cannot afford to have a single ship out of service at the
The scrubber equipped MSC
moment, but if things quieten down a bit later in the year, we
LETIZIA westbound navigating
will be first in the queue as the potential cost savings are
the Singapore Strait
massive,” he said. “But we have several [vessel] surveys
Photo : Piet Sinke
coming up that we cannot postpone any longer, so we might
www.maasmondmaritime.com (c)
be able to fit in the installations at the same time, when the
ship is in dry dock, and we are checking this at the moment
with our own ships as well as the chartered tonnage,” he added.
Notwithstanding that many ports around the world have banned the use of open loop scrubbers that
discharge wash water back into the sea in their controlled areas, the savings of $150 per tonne on a ship
burning 75 tonnes a day at sea are substantial when multiplied across a line’s fleet. Carriers are also being
encouraged by the seeming lack of appetite by IMO states to introduce tougher regulations on the use of
scrubbers. Source : the loadstar
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Investment in UK port infrastructure topped £1B in 2021
by Eldin Ganic
New research, published by the British Ports Association last week, revealed that UK port investment
topped £1bn in 2021 despite continuing pandemic volatility. Investment in port infrastructure in 2021
stood at over £1bn, swelled by several big projects such as the £300m fourth berth at DP World’s London
Gateway, which will raise capacity at the container port by a third.
“Significant investment in modernising port machinery, pilot vessels and buildings adds at least another
£75m to the total, although this is almost certainly an underestimate as the value or existence much of this
investment is not routinely published,” British Ports Association said. Other notable port infrastructure
investments announced this year include:
Ø £25m development of the Port of Lowestoft’s Eastern Energy Facility;
Ø a £50m expansion at the Port of Cromarty Firth;
Ø Teesport’s new £9.2m bulks terminal;
Ø the start of a new £60m programme of works to redevelop areas within Pembroke Port;
Ø £40m of investment in the Port of Leith by Forth Ports.
Port infrastructure investment in 2020 remained strong at over £600m despite the pandemic. Notable
projects include Harwich Haven’s £120m channel deepening for the Port of Felixstowe, which is
currently underway. The Harwich channel deepening will mean that the biggest container ships in the
world will be able to access Felixstowe, which handles over a third of the UK’s containers.source :
dredging today
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New Sea Change Fund to provide grants for seafarers in crisis
Maritime charity Sailors’ Society has launched a new fund to provide urgent welfare grants for seafarers
and their families in desperate need.
The Sea Change Fund has been set up in response to a huge increase in calls for the charity’s help, with
demand for grants increasing by 850 per cent in the first 18 months of the pandemic. The fund will
provide small emergency payments to seafarers and their dependents matching the grant criteria, to help
address immediate needs.
Sara Baade, Sailors’ Society’s CEO said: “Calls for support have never been greater than now. We
launched our Sea Change Fund to help answer these cries, so seafarers and their families who need urgent
financial assistance to pay for food, medical bills, schooling or a roof over their heads can get support
quickly.” Sickness, unemployment and bereavement have left rising numbers of seafaring families, who
are often from deprived areas of the world to start with, struggling to put food on the table.
Just before Christmas, Super Typhoon Rai (Odette) struck the Philippines, where large numbers of
seafarers live, killing hundreds and leaving many more without shelter when their homes were destroyed.
Sara continued: “Seafarers have endured a challenging couple of years, often full of fear and uncertainty
and far away from loved ones. We owe them a great debt and now, more than ever, is the time to join
together to support our keyworkers of the sea and make the sea change needed when a crisis hits.”
Grants are made via application and can assist with a range of pressing welfare needs, including help with
vital bills like food and medicine, education costs, or in emergency situations such as natural disaster or
cases of abandonment.

To find out more and to make a donation towards Sailors’ Society’s Sea Change Fund go to:
https://sailors-society.org/sea-change-fund
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Was a bit bored, so I swapped all the sweets into different wrappers in a tub of Celebrations.
Wife not amused. She has her snickers in a Twix.
If smoking marijuana causes short term memory loss, then what does smoking marijuana do?
I've accidentally swallowed some Scrabble tiles. My next visit to the toilet could spell disaster.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Tragic Launching of HMS Albion, 1898, Caught on Film
Posted on December 18, 2021 by Rick Spilman

On June 21, 1898, HMS Albion sat on the launching ways at the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding
Company at Blackwall. The launching that would soon end in tragedy was also one of the first disasters
to be captured on film.
The Albion was the largest warship ever launched on the Thames and the first battleship built for the
Royal Navy in the shipyard in more than a decade. An estimated 30,000 people packed into the yard to
see the Duchess of York launch the Royal Navy’s latest ship-of-the-line. Local schoolchildren were given
the day off to attend the launch. In the crowd were two crews operating motion picture cameras ready to
film the launching.
After three swings the Duchess of York finally broke the bottle of champagne against the bow. When the
ship finally slid into the river, it raised a wave that struck an overloaded, makeshift viewing
stage, collapsing it, toppling the crowd into the river.
Thirty-eight people drowned – the youngest victim was just three months old, the oldest 64. Twelve of
those killed were aged under 18. It remains one of the worst disasters in the history of the Thames.
Remarkably, the tragedy was largely caught on film. Robert W. Paul captured the view from the water
while E.P. Prestwich filmed from an altitude of 150 feet and a considerable distance to encompass the
entire ship within the frame as it slid into the river. Neither footage captured the waves striking the
viewing stand, although Paul’s footage does catch boatmen attempting to rescue survivors in the chaos
that followed.
The technology to capture and project motion pictures was less than 10 years old at the time of the tragic
loss. The footage of the launch is considered to be one of the earliest disasters captured in the history of
news film.
The footage has recently been remastered and colorized.
The first tragedy ever filmed. The launch of HMS Albion.
Thanks to Larry Witmer for contributing to this post.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

How NOT to pay out the anchor cable
https://m.facebook.com/watch/?v=610779889983005&notif_t=watch_follower_video&notif_id=1641567
610848790&ref=m_notif
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ichthyosaur: Huge fossilised ‘sea dragon’ found in Rutland reservoir
During landscaping work at the reserve's reservoir in February 2021, JoeDavis had spotted something odd
poking out of the mud.
It wasn't a dinosaur. But it was the fossilised remains of a 10m-long sea predator called an ichthyosaur.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59915689
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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All 5,100 Vessels Lost By the Royal Navy Can Now be Found in One Place
HMS Ardent after a series of airstrikes by Argentine forces, May 21,1982 (Royal Navy)
PUBLISHED JAN 10, 2022 7:56 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE
The Royal Navy has been in business since
the 16th century, and over the years, it has
lost its fair share of warships to accidents and
enemy fire. Working with the Maritime
Archaeology Sea Trust, it has compiled a full
list of the thousands of vessels it has lost over
the centuries, and it has released the database
to the public for use in further research.
The new Royal Navy Loss List covers about
5,100 warships and fleet auxiliaries lost in
Britain's naval service since 1512. It is limited
to the Royal Navy's own vessels - not Royal
Air Force, Army, Coastguard and merchant
vessels which may have had Royal Navy crewmembers. It excludes ships captured by the enemy, lost in
the service of other navies or converted to merchant vessels after their naval service.
Created by the Trust in 2011, the list was originally intended to help legal and conservation experts
protect Royal Navy wrecks around the globe. Its authors gradually realized that it would be of great
interest to the general public and to other historians, and they have now made it accessible to all.
The database is searchable by a ship’s name, class, and tonnage. More specific queries - like vessels lost
in French waters over the past 500 years (760) or the number of ships lost on D-Day (416) - are also
possible.
The database draws on official records, reference works, memoirs and eyewitness accounts.
Archaeological reports and diver accounts were used to verify information on the survival of vessel
remains.
Even then, said Giles Richardson, the Trust's senior archaeologist, the causes of many losses remains a
mystery. More than half the ships lost in World War 2 are classified ‘unknown – lost in action’ due to
lack of information. Many of these are landing craft and other small vessels lost in major operations,
including Dunkirk, Operation Torch and Operation Overlord: official loss reports were only organized
months after the fact, and any eyewitnesses had long since moved on to other wartime duties.
“Delving into contemporary accounts reveals craft officially recorded as simply as ‘lost’ on the
Normandy beaches suffered a wide variety of fates, including storm damage, mechanical breakdown and
collision," said Richardson.
The statistics reveal the effects of changing naval technology. Until the turn of the 20th Century,
accidental shipwrecks - not battles - were responsible for the vast majority of losses. That reversed
sharply after 1900: conflict accounts for three quarters of all Royal Navy ships sunk since 1900.
Mines destroyed one in every four Royal Navy ships sunk in both of the World Wars, a sign of the
effectiveness of simple mine warfare. The impact of air power can be seen in the difference in losses
between WWI and WWII: while just three percent of the Royal Navy ships lost in the First World War
fell victim to enemy aircraft, air power accounted for nearly one third of all the service's losses in the
Second World War.
“The RN Loss List is a vital tool to begin to understand, research and manage these 5,100 wreck sites
before they are lost forever,” said the head of the National Museum of the Royal Navy, Professor
Dominic Tweddle. “The United Kingdom has a huge, rich and astoundingly diverse underwater heritage
from Bronze Age boats to World War 2 wrecks – and it is a heritage which is spread around the globe . . .
It is vital that these myriad wrecks are treated as seriously as archaeological sites on land and this
fantastic loss list compiled by MAST represents a huge step forward.”
The Loss List may be visited and searched at: https://thisismast.org/research/royal-navy-loss-listsearch.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Seafarers win protection from prosecution for aiding migrants
By : James Baker
THE UK government has tabled an amendment to its Nationality and Borders Bill that expressly exempts
seafarers from criminal prosecution for rescuing people at sea.
Under the original bill, which is designed to prevent gangs smuggling migrants into the UK, anyone
assisting in illegal immigration could be prosecuted. This left open the possibility that a seafarer
rendering assistance to people in distress could be criminalised for rescues at sea. Under the United
Nations Convention on Law of the Sea and the Safety of Life at Sea Convention, masters are required to
assist anyone found at sea who is in danger of being lost, which involves bringing them onboard. There is
also a responsibility on coastal states to allow these individuals to disembark from the ship under the
International Maritime Organization Search and Rescue Convention.
Had the bill been adopted without the amendment, it would have become a criminal offence to facilitate
the arrival or entry of an asylum seeker into the UK, even when this is not done for gain, with a maximum
penalty of life imprisonment. But after extensive lobbying by the UK Chamber of Shipping and Nautilus
International, Home Office minister Tom Pursglove confirmed that the new amendment “puts it beyond
doubt that organisations and individuals who rescue those in distress will not be convicted for people
smuggling offences”. The organisations wrote a letter to the government last July urging it to ensure that
seafarers would not be criminalised for carrying out their duties under Solas and Unclos. “The bill as
written was unacceptable to the chamber and our members who have the safety of their employees to the
fore and I am pleased the hard work and engagement with the Home Office has led to this policy change,
protecting seafarers from any unfair prosecutions,” said UK Chamber chief executive Sarah Treseder. The
new amendment offered seafarers the required reassurances that they would not be penalised for carrying
out their professional duties and legal responsibilities, said Nautilus general secretary Mark Dickinson.
“Our fear was that the original wording of the bill implied a blanket criminal offence, with no carve-out
or defences,” he said. “Together we have achieved a very good outcome and I am pleased the government
listened to the industry’s concerns.” Source : Lloydslist
_____________________________________________________________________________________

‘Collateral damage’: tortuous ordeal of the seafarers left marooned by Covid |
Coronavirus | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/26/shipping-industry-tortuous-ordeal-of-seafarersmarooned-by-covid
_____________________________________________________________________________________

New weekly ferry freight service launched between Ireland and Le Havre
FRENCH shipping company Brittany Ferries has launched a new weekly freight service between the port
of Le Havre, Normandy and the town of Rosslare in Ireland.
The service, which began on November 12 last year, can carry 120 driver-accompanied freight
(containerised) units on each trip. The creation of the new service between Le Havre and Rosslare is the
practical outcome of the efforts made by HAROPA PORT - serving the ports of Le Havre, Rouen and
Paris - and Brittany Ferries in the wake of Brexit, working hand-in-hand with a range of Irish economic
and institutional actors.
The new service provides an additional solution for connecting Ireland with the EU Single Market via
France - one long awaited by players in the logistics sector in France and Ireland, the shipping company
said. Thomas Byrne, Minister of State for European Affairs of the Republic of Ireland, noted: "I wish to
salute here the senior management of Brittany Ferries and HAROPA PORT for the clear-sightedness they
have shown in grasping the strategic value and importance of this service.
"The fact that this direct link is now operational is a tribute to the perseverance and vision of its
stakeholders. "The full bookings announced for the maiden voyage are an excellent start. Confronted with
the dual challenge posed by Brexit and the pandemic, these routes, which the media call "Brexit Busters",
have turned out to be crucial in maintaining the frequency of flows with the Single Market and the
European continent as a whole". Source : Schednet
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Differing vaccine regulations create further crewing chaos
https://splash247.com/differing-vaccine-regulations-create-further-crewing-chaos/
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ghost cargo ship drifted into Gulf of Siam, no traces of crew or owner
UPDATE By : Mikhail Voytenko
Royal Navy Command, Thailand,
responded after being informed about
ghost ship found some 70 nm southeast
of Koh Samui island, Gilf of Siam, on
Jan 5 or 7, exact date unclear.
Abandoned cargo ship of some 80
meters length was adrift, with aft tilt
and portside list. She was abandoned
for quite some time, from the looks of
her. No signs or traces which could help in solving her mystery were found, except Chinese name, which
when published, was obviously misspelled, reading as FIN SHUL YUEN 2. Navy boarded the ship,
salvage under way, because she can’t be left drifting in waters of Gulf of Siam, in close proximity to
traffic lanes, oil rigs and resort areas. Salvors plan to right her by pumping out water and ballasting, and
after that, to tow her to shelter. Jan 9 UPDATE: The ship sank while under tow at night Jan 8, some 30
nm off Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, south of Koh Samui, at some 30 meters depth. Oil leak reported,
cleansing operation launched. Source : Maritime Bulletin
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Appeal for funds to preserve former Navy ship once commanded by Prince
Charles By David Newman
A community's efforts to refloat and restore a beloved
Navy vessel are set to be stepped up as the group seeks
new funding for the plans. The HMS BRONINGTON
currently lies, semi submerged in a dock in Birkenhead,
but a village near Whitchurch is seeking to refloat the ship
that bears its name. The recently formed HMS Bronington
Trust is appealing for funds needed to raise and preserve
the former Royal Navy minesweeper, HMS
BRONINGTON.
HMS BRONINGTON was named after the village of
Bronington, which is near Whitchurch but lies over the
Welsh border in Wrexham County Borough.She was launched in 1953 and commissioned in 1954 and
saw active service during the Cold War within UK waters and on NATO missions. Prince Charles briefly
commanded the vessel during his stint in the Royal Navy in 1976. Currently, the ship remains partially
submerged in Birkenhead, having sunk in 2016 and never having been raised since.
Portsmouth-based Mike McBride has been involved in this project for two years and has been building up
support. He said there has been support for the campaign from two Hampshire MPs and Prince Charles.
“I’ve got letters of support from Prince Charles and I’ve got support from local MPs Penny Mordaunt and
Flick Drummond and from the local paper.” he said Mr McBride’s naval service influenced his decision
to become involved with this project.
Mr McBride added: “We are doing our best to save this historic warship. I’ve been with this for about two
years since I left the MOD. I was in the Navy for 27 years serving on these minehunters, so I’ve got a big
interest in wanting to save this one. “This Help Restore HMS Bronington GoFundMe account is starting
to gather some momentum. "It’s only been going a couple of months and there’s already £2,000. Slowly
but surely, we’re getting some money being put away for the project.” To help save HMS
BRONINGTON please visit https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-restore-hms-bronington
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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FALKLANDS 40TH ANNIVERSARY
The Royal British Legion (RBL) are organising a large event on 14 June 2022
at the National Memorial Arboretum (https://www.thenma.org.uk/), Alrewas,
Burton-on-Trent to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the ceasefire in the
Falklands conflict.
About 10,000 people are due to attend the event which will be exclusively open
to:
• Veterans of the Falkland’s Task Force and their spouses.
• Families of the Bereaved.
• Those that played a significant supporting role in the campaign
including the Merchant Navy, civilian communities and industry.
• Representatives of the UK and Falkland’s Government.
The MNA will be coordinating names for event tickets from qualifying
Merchant Seafarers including one guest, who are not applying through
another Veteran’s Association.
Details required:
Full name (as shown on passport or driving licence)
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Full address:
Email address (very important):
Telephone number:
Veteran’s Association (if any):
Discharge Book number (if applicable):
Ship served on:
Holder the South Atlantic Medal: YES/NO
The RBL are looking for unique stories about conflict events which can be
broadcast that day.
If you were involved with the Conflict and would like to be considered for an
event invitation or have a unique story to tell, please contact:
Tim Brant
Events & Welfare Officer
28A Bassenhally Road
Whittlesey
Peterborough
PE7 1RN
Tel: 01733 205001/07948 393934
E-mail: events@mna.org.uk
__________________________________________________________________
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The Coca-Cola Company and The Ocean Cleanup join forces in Vietnam to
tackle plastic pollution
Coca-Cola Vietnam and The Ocean Cleanup today announced that the Can The river in Can Tho City has
been selected as one of 15 river locations around the world as part of a global partnership between the two
organizations to use advanced technology to help stem the tide of plastic pollution entering oceans, by
first intercepting and cleaning up waste in rivers, according to The Ocean Cleanup's release.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Cruise ship with 233 passengers breached in grounding, Norway
By : Mikhail Voytenko
The point (see arrow) where the MS
FRIDTJOF NANSEN made bottom
contact Photo : Henk de Winde (c)
Expedition passenger ship MS
FRIDTJOF NANSEN with 233
passengers and 165 crew on board
reportedly ran aground early in the
morning Jan 12 off Risoya islet, south of Maloy, Norway, while en route from Honningsvag to Flam in
Sognefjord, Norway, in stormy weather. It was probably, not as much grounding as bottom contact, the
ship refloated by own means according to track, but reportedly, suffered hull breach, with controllable
water ingress. The ship sailed to Maloy, escorted by a rescue boat, and was berthed there at 0240 UTC
Jan 12, divers are to survey underwater hull and carry out necessary repairs. Expedition passenger ship
MS FRIDTJOF NANSEN, IMO 9813084, GT 20889, built 2020, capacity 528 passengers, operator
Hurtigruten Expeditions. Source : Maritime Bulletin
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Leading Maritime Cities report 2022: Singapore still in top spot
followed by Rotterdam and London, Athens Drops One Place
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Massive Tonga Volcano Eruption Triggers Pacific Tsunami
Some social media views from space
https://gcaptain.com/massive-tonga-volcano-eruption-triggerspacific-tsunami/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03a3318a4989139894965&mc_cid=a3318a4989&mc_eid=4c72dd3685

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mate Killed in Accident on Great Lakes Bulk Carrier By : Mike Schuler
A crew member from an American Steamship Co. Great Lakes freighter was killed in a shipboard
accident on Monday (24 Jan ) while anchored in Gary, Indiana, according to reporting. The Great Lakes
shipping website BoatNerd.com reported the crew member, identified as Richard Gray, was second mate
onboard the M/V WALTER J. MCCARTHY Jr. Circumstances of his death are not known.
A GoFundMe campaign set up to support his surviving wife and three children has so far raised over
$61,000 of its $100,000 goal. We reached out to American Steamship Company for comment but so far
have not heard back. A spokesperson for the U.S. Coast Guard Ninth District said the Coast Guard was
not alerted to the incident. M/V WALTER J. MCCARTHY Jr. is a U.S.-flagged, 1,000-foot bulk carrier
that entered service in 1977. Source : gCptain
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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PIRIOU sign contract with TOWT for the construction of the first sailing
cargo ship which is 81m in length
PIRIOU have just signed a contract with
TOWT for the design studies and the
construction of an 81- metre sailing cargo
ship whose goods capacity will be 1,100
tonnes in a single ocean crossing. After the
design studies phase, the ship construction
will take 18 months. This unit will be
outfitted in Concarneau and the launch is
planned for summer 2023. The ship is
designed for 320 days at sea per year.
Navigation is principally sail-powered, but
the ship also has a hybrid power mode,
with one or two engines operating, at
©PIRIOU - 3D image of the future TOWT sailing cargo ship
different levels of power. The ship will be
designed and built with wind as the
principal power source, with a sail rigging spread over two masts. In addition to its wind propulsion, it is
equipped with of two turbocharged 4- stroke marine diesel engines. On the bridge, there will be a single
command station and its ergonomics will allow the officer of the watch to carry out all the commands and
course adjustment operations, excluding manoeuvres, alone. The ship and all its equipment will comply
with the regulations on cargo vessels performing international trips and will comply with the regulations
relating to cargo vessels with a gross register tonnage greater than 500 UMS.
Vincent Faujour, Chairman of the PIRIOU group declared: "A few weeks after announcing the signing of
a contract for the construction of Jean-Louis Etienne's sailboat “Septième Continent”, Piriou is proving
that the shipyard is at the forefront of innovation regarding the progress of sailing technologies and the
decarbonization of maritime transport". Guillaume Le Grand, Chairman of TOWT-Transport wind
transport, added: "Today, TOWT is going further by ordering a ship from Piriou that will make it possible
to massify its environmental impact by transporting up to 20,000 tonnes of goods per year by sail power.
The sailing cargo ship, which will be completed by PIRIOU Shipyard in 2023, will make it possible to
reduce CO2 emissions by more than 90% and to economise 20 g of CO2 per tonne transported per
kilometre. It will therefore save 3,000 tonnes of CO2 per year. In addition to the carbon savings,
principally wind-powered propulsion will allow a significant reduction in the air pollution caused by the
heavy fuel oil generally used by merchant ships. "
Main characteristics
Hull length :69.00 m
Overall length : 81.00 m
Beam : 11.90 m
Depth at main deck : 8.65 m
Maximum draught (moulded) 6.00 m
Air draught : 64.00 m
Crew : 7 to 12 p max
Passenger capacity (6 double cabins) 12 p.
Average speed. : 10.5 kts
Maximum speed under sail Over 16 kts
Hull/superstructure : Steel/aluminium
Sail power : 2 masts, 4 aluminium booms Sail area (2 main sails, 2 jibs, 1 Genoa jib: 2,500 m²
Engine power : 2 x 422 kWm at 1790 rpm 1 bow thruster
Generator sets 2 x 250 kVA
Cranes for pallet holds 2 x 7.5 t at 4.5m Freight capacity (1,000 to 1,100 tonnes in bulk on pallets + 135
225-litre barrels of wine or spirits
_____________________________________________________________________________________

31

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #01
28th January 2022

Pulse

Caution urged despite lowest reported maritime piracy incidents since 1994
Maritime piracy and armed robbery attacks reached the lowest recorded level since 1994, the annual
piracy report of the ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB), published today, reveals attributes the
drop in incidents to vigorous action taken by authorities but has called for continued coordination and
vigilance to ensure the long-term protection of seafarers. IMB Director Michael Howlett said: “While the
overall reduction in globally reported incidents is welcomed the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre urges
coastal states to acknowledge the inherent risk from piracy and armed robbery and robustly address this
crime within the waters of their exclusive economic zone. The IMB Piracy Reporting Centre remains
committed to actively engage and exchange information with coastal states to promote safety for seafarers
and trade.” In 2021, the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre received 132 incidents of piracy and armed robbery
against ships. Incidents comprise 115 vessels boarded, 11 attempted attacks, five vessels fired upon and
one vessel hijacked. Gulf of Guinea remains world’s piracy hotspot
The increased presence of international naval vessels and cooperation with regional authorities has had a
positive impact – including, commended, robust actions of the Royal Danish Navy in neutralising a
suspected pirate action group in late November.
The overall reduction in reported incidents in 2021 is attributed to a decline of activity reported within the
lf of Guinea region which has seen a decrease from 81 reported incidents in 2020 to 34 in 2021. However,
while kidnappings at sea dropped 55% in 2021, the Gulf of Guinea continues to account for all
kidnapping incidents globally, with 57 crew taken in seven separate incidents.While the regional decrease
is welcomed the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre warns that the threat to seafarers persists and continues to
urge crews and vessels plying these waters to be cautious as the perpetrators remain violent and risk to
crews remains high. This is evidenced by the kidnapping of six innocent crew from a container vessel in
mid-December. “The IMB commends the robust actions of the international navies and regional
authorities in the Gulf of Guinea which appears to have positively contributed to the drop in reported
incidents and ensuring continued safety to crews and trade,” Mr Howlett said. “While the IMB applauds
these actions it further calls on the coastal states of the Gulf of Guinea to increase their collaboration and
physical presence in their waters to ensure a long term and sustainable solution to address the crime of
piracy and armed robbery in the region.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER THE
TRADE JOURNAL TJ270
Thanks to our webmaster, Jeff Dykes,now up on our Webpage on the following link:

http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20270%20Feb%202022.pdf
_____________________________________________________________________________________

More than 600 boxships stay off ports waiting for berth space,
Seaexplorer disruption indicator shows
Nearly 80% of the disruption is associated with North American ports
Kuehne+Nagel is launching the Seaexplorer disruption indicator to measure the efficiency of the world
container shipping networks. The indicator shows the cumulative TEU* waiting time in days in the ports
of Prince Rupert, Vancouver/Seattle, Oakland, Los Angeles/Long Beach, New York, Savannah, Hong
Kong, Shanghai/Ningbo as well as Rotterdam/Antwerp.
The disruption indicator provides insights as well as advanced analytics and trends on the current
situation impacting global trade.
Currently, the indicator reflects a waiting time and scale of 11.6 million TEU days – a persistently high
level. In these nine specific ports, normal would be less than one million TEU waiting days.
At present, roughly 80% of the disruption is associated with North American ports. The indicator is an
extension of the visibility that Kuehne+Nagel’s acclaimed Seaexplorer provides on global sea freight
disruptions. According to the latest Seaexplorer data, 612 container vessels are currently at anchor or
drifting in front of major global ports. Kuehne+Nagel is a logistics service provider specializing in sea, air
and road transport, as well as contract logistics.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MNWB writes to Vaccines and Public Health Minister
POSTED ON 25TH JANUARY 2022
Covid certification process for seafarers needs urgent
review, says leading maritime charity in open letter to
Maggie Throup MP
The Merchant Navy Welfare Board (MNWB) has issued a
rallying cry to the UK Government to provide much-needed
clarity on the certification process for seafarers who have
been vaccinated.
In a letter to the Vaccines and Public Health Minister
Maggie Throup MP, the Board says seafarers must be given a certificate that proves they have been
vaccinated to ensure they can work freely across the world and enable smooth crew changes.
It comes as seafarers, who come from a variety of countries across the world, cannot gain vaccination
confirmation as they are not NHS registered and are unable to use the official NHS Covid-19 App.
While they may receive a handwritten card that confirms a vaccination, there have been reports of
seafarers returning home and authorities not accepting their vaccination status - being provided with a
different barcode to the rest of the UK population for proof of vaccination status.
Consequently, this has caused huge amounts of disruption to the maritime sector.
Stuart Rivers, new Chief Executive of the MNWB which is the umbrella charity for the UK
Merchant Navy & Fishing Fleets and operates a nationwide network of seafarers’ welfare boards,
said:
“All sectors have been affected in one way or another by Covid, and the maritime industry is no different.
While it’s encouraging that so many seafarers have been vaccinated during their visits to UK ports, not
being able to prove their vaccination status is proving damning in the search of job opportunities and
repatriation.
“With this is mind, these sector-wide concerns need to be acted upon – sooner rather than later. From a
domestic and international perspective, it is extremely important that certification for seafarers can be
recognised by other Nation States and we believe our certification proposal, if implemented, would be a
real boost for the sector. But if not, this problem could continue to escalate and create more avoidable
hardships for merchant seafarers.”
Issues around certification were first raised in a COVID-19 Seafarers’ Welfare Working Group (SWWG)
more than six months ago. The group, launched by the MNWB when the pandemic began, has gathered
cross-industry support with over 30 organisations, including Department of Transport, UK Chamber of
Shipping and the Maritime and Coastguard Agency.
Additionally, the MNWB acts act as the UK National Seafarers’ Welfare Board in accordance with ILO
Maritime Labour Convention 2006 Regulation 4.4 after signing a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Maritime and Coastguard Agency in May 2021.
Read the letter here
_____________________________________________________________________________________

APL England Master to Face Trial in Australia Over Heavy Weather Cargo
Loss Mike Schuler January 25, 2022
The master of the containership APL England will stand trial in Australia over the loss of 50 containers
from the vessel during heavy weather off the country’s New South Wales coast back in May 2020.
Captain Mohd Zulkhaili Bin Alias faces one charge of taking a vessel to sea while unseaworthy, but a
Brisbane magistrate decided there was insufficient evidence for a second charge related to the illegal
disposal of garbage.
The Singapore-flagged APL England was underway from China to Australia when it lost 50 containers
overboard back on May 24, 2020, following a temporary loss of propulsion in heavy seas caused severe
rolling about 73 kilometers southeast of Sydney. Debris from the cargo containers impacted NWS
beaches.
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Following the incident, the vessel was detained in the Port of
Brisbane where an Australian Maritime Safety Authority
(AMSA) inspection revealed that the cargo lashing
arrangements were inadequate and securing points for
containers on the deck of the ship were heavily corroded.
“This and other incidents remind us of the important role the
ship’s Master has in ensuring the ships that ply our waters are
operated safely and do not damage our marine environment,”
AMSA General Manager Operations Allan Schwartz said in
Photo courtesy AMSA
announcing the charges shortly following the accident.
“These findings constitute a clear breach of a requirement under SOLAS to ensure that a ship and its
equipment are maintained so as not to present a risk to the safety of the ship itself or anyone on board the
ship,” Schwartz added.
The Master, a Malaysian national, appeared for Monday’s hearing by video after being granted bail and
allowed to return to home about a month after the incident. A date for his trial was not set.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to Admiral Jude Terry, First Female Royal Navy Admiral
by Rick Spilman Jan 17, 2022
Congratulations to ex-Commodore Judith Helen “Jude”
Terry, who was appointed today the first female admiral in
the history of the British Royal Navy. Rear Admiral Terry,
48, with 25 years’ service around the globe and at home in
the UK, will serve as Director of People and Training and
Naval Secretary.
From the RN announcement:
That makes the rear admiral responsible not only for more
than 40,000 regular and reservist sailors and Royal Marines, but also the Royal Fleet Auxiliary – who
operate the Navy’s crucial support ships – plus civil servants and contractors, all part of the gigantic
jigsaw which allows the Royal Navy to operate around the globe 24/7/365.
Women have served in the Royal Navy since the Wrens in World War 1 and have been going to sea since
1990. Today there is no position or branch of the Service not open to women.
She says the fact that she is a woman is irrelevant to her post and rank – simply that “someone has to be
first” and she most definitely will not be the last; there are currently four female commodores (the next
rank down) and 20 female captains.
Passionate about diversity, inclusivity, equality and social mobility, she believes talent, ability and
dedication are the only factors determining success: background, education and patronage count for
nothing, what you personally bring to the Royal Navy is everything.
“The world has changed in terms of what people want from life and careers, whatever their gender, and
the Navy needs to work to modernise our organisation to support this change – a diverse and inclusive
workforce is a better place for all but is also proven to deliver better outcomes,” Admiral Terry said.
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Ben Key says Admiral Terry is “a great example of all the amazing women
serving today – and a role model for all who serve and those who follow.”
She took the reins of her department from her predecessor Rear Admiral Phil Hally following a ceremony
aboard HMS Victory in Portsmouth, continuing and building upon many of the changes he has introduced
under the Royal Navy’s sweeping Transformation programme to forge a force to rise to the challenges –
social, technological, ecological, economic and military – in the world of today and tomorrow.
Thanks to David Rye for contributing to this post.
The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Kat Cordiner, British Rower With Incurable Cancer, Sets New World Record
With Two Teammates in Atlantic Crossing
by Rick Spilman Jan 26, 2022
SkyNews reports that three British women, one of whom has incurable cervical cancer, have shattered the
world record for rowing across the Atlantic in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge. Kat Cordiner and
teammates Abby Johnston and Charlotte Irving arrived in Antigua on Sunday evening.
The women rowing as the We Are ExtraOARdinary team in their boat named Dolly Parton, completed
the 3,000-mile crossing from La Gomera in the Canary Islands to the English Harbour in the Caribbean
island in 42 days, seven hours, and 17 minutes, knocking seven days off the previous female trio record.
Kat Cordiner, who has incurable cervical cancer, had to finish her treatment before the race. It is thought
Ms. Cordiner is the first person to tackle the challenge as a cancer patient. Ms Cordiner had planned the
feat for some time but had to put her training on hold when, despite initial treatment, her cancer
worsened.
“I found out in the interim that I had a cardiac tumour thrown in, so had to have heart surgery as well,”
she said.
“It was only in May last year that I started training and I’m just glad that I got to start the race and ecstatic
that I got to finish it.”
She added that she is now in remission but “doctors have told me I don’t have decades, I have years, so I
really want to make the most of them”.
The women are raising money for Cancer Research UK, Macmillan Cancer Support, and The Royal
Marsden Cancer Charity.
Thanks to David Rye for contributing to this post.
The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FALKLANDS CONFLICT – A BOOK ABOUT ONE MN VESSEL’S
INVOLVEMENT

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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All of the events taking place for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee
– January 10: “Platinum Pudding competition”
The competition is inviting members of the public to create a dish to dedicate to the
Queen's reign.
– May 12-15: Platinum Jubilee Celebration
More than 500 horses and 1,000 performers will take part in a 90-minute show taking
the Windsor Castle audience through history right from Elizabeth I to present day.
Bank Holiday: June 2: Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour)
The colour will be trooped on Horse Guards Parade by the 1st Battalion, Irish Guards
and over 1,200 officers and soldiers from the Household Division who will put on a
display. Sandringham and Balmoral will also be open for residents and visitors to enjoy
the celebrations across the Bank Holiday.
Platinum Jubilee Beacons
The UK will join the Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories to light a
beacon to mark the Jubilee. The Principal Beacon will also be lit in a ceremony at
Buckingham Palace.
June 3: Service of Thanksgiving
The Service of Thanksgiving for the Queen’s reign will be held at St Paul’s Cathedral.
June 4: Platinum Party at the Palace
Some of the world’s greatest entertainers are billed to perform at the concert at
Buckingham Palace to celebrate the most significant moments from the Queen’s reign.
June 5: Big Jubilee Lunch
Street parties are being planned across the UK and neighbours are expected to join
together for food and fun to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. It will mark the end of the
Bank Holiday.
P.S.
The MNA have a beacon in our store for lone should any branch wish to utilise it.
If there are multiple applications the Executive will consider which would be the most
appropriate.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The last of those wonderful Church Bulletins
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in
the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. Is done.
-------------------------The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric
girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
-------------------------Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.
-------------------------The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7
PM . The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
-------------------------_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The BIGLIFT BAFFIN navigating the Westbound
TSS in the Singapore Strait
enroute Mombasa in Kenya Photo : Piet Sinke
www.maasmondmaritime.com (c)

Deck cargo of cars off Japan

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The very last of those wonderful Church Bulletins
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church Please use large double
door at the side entrance.
-------------------------The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My
Pledge - Up Yours.
_____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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May the best ye've ever seen
Be the warst ye'll ever see.
May the moose ne'er lea' yer aumrie
Wi' a tear-drap in his e'e.
May ye aye keep hail an' hertie
Till ye're auld eneuch tae dee.
May ye aye be jist as happy
As we wiss ye noo tae be.
Marcelle & Chris
and for the sasanachs among ye,
an aumrie is a grain store
not your mother’s sister
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Happy New Year! A Ballad by Cicely Fox Smith Sung by Larry Kaplan
http://www.oldsaltblog.com/2022/01/happy-new-year-a-ballad-by-cicely-fox-smith-sung-by-larry-kaplan/
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
____________________________________________________________________________________________

That’s all from me now folks.

Stay Safe Shipmates
Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care.

Yours Aye,
Malcolm
Malcolm Mathison
Merchant Navy Association
Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: R546060@aol.com
www.mna.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1135661
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