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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of
companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea
Hi Shipmates,
Please find below more snippets of information since circular #01 was published 18th February 2022.
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News
Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not
forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access.

MNA National Contact Points
Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk
Secretary, David Parsons Tel: 01935 414 765 Email: secretary@mna.org.uk
Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk
Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875 Email: membership@mna.org.uk
MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom Tel 0121 244 0190
shop@mna.org.uk
Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner, fullahead@mna.org.uk Tel 01889 585 588

Change of Address???? If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, Email or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:membership@mna.org.uk, secretary@mna.org.uk, events@mna.org.uk, R546060@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

On our way back from a photoflight for storm Dudley we spotted the KNRM lifeboat
GRAAF VAN BYLANDT practising in the high seas northwest of Vlieland. Proud to see
these people sailing under this difficult circumstances!
Photo : Flying Focus Aerial Photography www.flyingfocus.nl ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MOL car carrier on fire, and abandoned in the Atlantic loaded with Porsche
and VW cars - By : Mikhail Voytenko
Car carrier FELICITY ACE issued distress
signal in the morning Feb 16 some 90 nm SSW
of Azores, Atlantic, and reported fire in one of
cargo decks. The ship is en route from Emden
Germany to North Kingstown USA. FELICITY
ACE went NUC soon after issuing distress
signal, 22 crew were reportedly, evacuated.
Ship’s AIS as of 1450 UTC Feb 16 was still on,
disabled ship drifting in eastern direction.
Portugal Navy and nearby ships have been engaged in rescue.
latest UPDATE: All 22 crew were evacuated, and transported by helicopter to Faial island – 11 were
picked up from life raft or lifeboat, 11 were rescued by merchant ship (understood by Suezmax crude oil
tanker RESILIENT WARRIOR, IMO 9856359) as
seen (Right) and later airlifted by helicopter.
FELICITY ACE is to be towed to nearest shelter,
owner of the ship is to appoint salvage company. AIS
is on, Portugal Navy patrol ship NRP SETUBAL
(IMO 9286724) is approaching drifting car carrier,
most probably to be on a standby until tugs arrive.
FELICITY ACE is carrying Porsche and other
Volkswagen Auto Group brands cars.
Car carrier FELICITY ACE, IMO 9293911, GT 60118, built 2005, flag Panama, manager MOL. Source :
Maritime Bulletin
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Zoom in, if required, to read the article above.
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Maritime FEEDBACK Edition 66
Falls, Fires and Floating Armouries
In this edition we have several reports about poorly rigged or
defective pilot ladders as well as an incident in which berthing operations went wrong because the pilot
was not properly integrated into the bridge team during berthing operations. Are these issues linked? Is
the time and care taken to rig a safe pilot ladder a measure of the interest in integrating the pilot into the
bridge team? Is it, as we were taught as cadets many years ago a case of "look after the pilot and they will
look after you"? Email us your thoughts!
Other reports in this edition include:
Poor safety standards on a floating armoury vessel.
A fall from a harbour ladder that nearly resulted in a fatality.
The importance of checking lifting points in workboats.
A fire on an LPG carrier.
The tragic consequences of becoming caught in moving ropes.
Click here to read our latest edition
https://mcusercontent.com/0b394bd8575761e3d3798527c/files/2b8946ef-087c-256c-9bd48b5bad9726ab/MFB_66_February_2022_RGB_72dpi_for_online.pdf
Now available in even more languages!
To ensure that our safety messages can be read in the first language of as many seafarers as possible we
have now added Ukrainian to the list of non-English languages that Maritime FEEDBACK in, which are
Bahasa (Indonesian), Chinese, Filipino, Portuguese and Spanish. These can be found on our website by
clicking on the blue box above. Let your crew-mates know!
Your feedback mail@chirp.co.uk,
Could you be a CHIRP Ambassador?
We have an established ambassador scheme to raise awareness of our incident reporting programme and
to encourage the submission of incident, accident and near-miss reports.
We seek additional volunteer ambassadors around the world, especially in China Cyprus, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Spain and the USA. As an ambassador you will join an international network of seafarers
who also share your passion for safety and you will quickly gain a broad knowledge of current safety
issues.
Together we can promote the development of a 'just' reporting culture across the maritime sector to
improve safety outcomes. The key attributes of a successful ambassador is a passion for safety and a
willingness to speak up for CHIRP among your colleagues and contacts. If this sounds like you please
click on the button to find out more.
Register interest mail@chirp.co.uk,
(Hi, I'm interested in becoming an ambassador for CHIRP and I'd like some more details please.)
Have you watched our latest video? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8B-gJqa82gs
Thanks to The Seafarers Charity we have produced a short video explaining who we are an what we do.
You can find it by clicking on the button below.
Watch our new video
Submit a report reports@chirp.co.uk, (Hi CHIRP, I wanted to let you know about this:)
CHIRP improves safety at sea world-wide by providing a totally independent and confidential reporting
system. Use the button below to submit a report if you have any safety concerns.
Submit a report
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Around $400 Million Worth of Cars Could be Lost in Felicity Ace Fire
Mike Schuler February 21, 2022
•

Car Carrier Felicity Ace Abandoned After Catching Fire in Atlantic Ocean
February 17, 2022
The fire on the Felicity Ace ship off the coast of Portugal’s Azores Islands is expected to generate at least
$155 million in losses for Volkswagen, Porsche, Audi, and Lamborghini, according to risk analyst
Russell Group.
The ship has been reported to be carrying around 4,000
vehicles, although the exact number has not been disclosed
publicly. An internal email from Volkswagen US reported in
German media last week showed that the ship was carrying
3,965 vehicles belonging to Volkswagen Group brands VW,
Porsche, Audi, and Lamborghini. Porsche has confirmed that
1,100 of their cars were on board.
According to an analysis from the UK-based Russell Group,
the total dollar value of goods on the ship is estimated to be
$438 million and, of that, an estimated $401 million was for
cars and goods vehicles. The estimates assumes the total loss
of the cargo.
The Felicity Ace caught fire on February 16 while crossing the Atlantic Ocean from Embden, Germany,
where Volkswagen has a large manufacturing plant, to the United States.
A least some of the car on board are believed to be electric vehicles with lithion-ion batteries that
can complicate fire-fighting.
“These figures showed once again the precariousness of global supply chains. The incident comes at a
bad time for global carmakers who are in the middle of a supply chain crisis sourcing semiconductors,
resulting in new delays for new cars,” said Russell Group Managing Director Suki Basi. “An event like
this will not do a great deal in instilling trust with consumers.”
Two large salvage tugs were expected to arrive at the vessel earlier in the day on Monday. The ship
remains abandoned and the fire continues to burn as it drifts south of Azores, posing no threat to land,
according to an update from the ship’s manager, a subsidiary of Japanese shipping company MOL. The
Portuguese Navy has remained on scene monitoring the ship.
So far here are no reports of oil leaking and the vessel remains stable.
All 22 crew members abandoned ship safely and have been transferred to shore.
It’s almost assured that the Felicity Ace will be declared a total loss, which was assumed in the Russel
Group’s analysis.
As an aside, the Golden Ray car carrier was also carrying around 4,000 vehicles (4,100 to be exact) when
it capsized and grounded in St. Simons Sound while departing the Port of Brunswick in Georgia, USA, in
2019. In its report on the incident, the NTSB determined that total cargo losses were estimated at $142
million. A report by Car and Driver said the vehicles lost were from Kia, Chevrolet, GMC, GM,
Mercedes-Benz, and Ram. The ship had to be dismantled in place with the cars still inside.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Grounded Tresta Star Breaking Up on Reunion Island By Vel Moonien in Mauritius
The Mauritian-flagged tanker that ran aground earlier this
month on Reunion Island in the Indian Ocean is in the
process of breaking up.
A breach on the port side of the MT Tresta Star, exposed
to the heavy swell caused by the recent passage of tropical
cyclone Emnati, has “widened significantly” in size,
according to an update from the Préfet of Reunion Island.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Hundreds Rescued From Burning Ferry Near Greek Island
Hundreds of
people were
rescued on
Friday from a
burning ferry
near the Greek
island of Corfu, according to a Greek Coast Guard
spokesman, who said two passengers remained trapped in the
ship’s garage and at least 11 were missing. The fire broke
out early Friday morning on the deck of the ship, the
EUROFERRY OLYMPIA, which was bound for the Italian
port of Brindisi, the Coast Guard said. Four Coast Guard
ships, along with vessels of the Italian financial police, came
to the ferry’s aid after its captain made an emergency call.
The ferry departed
early Friday morning
from the port of
Igoumenitsa, in
northwestern Greece,
carrying 239
passengers and 51
crew members, as well as 153 commercial vehicles and 32
passenger vehicles. Rescuers were trying to locate the missing
passengers, including two people who were trapped below deck,
according to Nikolaos Alexiou, the Coast Guard spokesman. No
deaths or serious injuries were confirmed, though at least 10
people were hospitalized, many of whom were having difficulty
breathing.. Officials said it was too early to say what caused the
fire, which was still burning about 12 hours after it started. Video
released by the Greek Coast Guard showed flames and thick
plumes of smoke engulfing the ferry,
which was surrounded by vessels
dousing it with water cannons. A nearby
vessel can be heard blasting out a
“mayday” call in another video posted
by a Greek state-run broadcaster, ERT.
“We were in our cabins when the fire
started at about 4:30 a.m.,” said a Greek
truck driver who said his name was
Vangelis, in a telephone interview with
state television from the deck of the
burning ferry as he waited to board a rescue boat. He said passengers had been ushered away from the
blaze and were given life jackets.
Another man, also a Greek truck driver who did not give his name, told a local news website that he had
heard explosions shortly after the fire broke out, which he thought might have been truck tires. Coast
Guard vessels and rescue helicopters combed the area looking for survivors, while divers were called in to
help. Earlier in the day, television news showed passengers arriving at the main port of Corfu. A man
wearing an oxygen mask was being carried to an ambulance on a stretcher. Others, with stunned
expressions, held blankets around themselves. Source : The New York times - Gaia Pianigiani contributed
reporting. Photo’s Reuters
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Chinese freighter capsize, 12 crew rescued, Yellow sea By : Mikhail Voytenko

General cargo vessel MING YANG ZHOU 179 developed heavy list
and later reportedly, capsized, on Feb 17, in Yellow sea some 24 nm
ENE of Weihai, China, while en route from Shanghai to Tianjin. The
12 crew were rescued by SAR helicopter and ship. As of 0415 UTC
Feb 18, ship’s status is unknown, source : Maritime Bulletin

_____________________________________________________________________________________
DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS NEWSLETTER - TRADE JOURNAL 271 MARCH 2022
The link for our March Newsletter is
http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20271%20Mar%202022.pdf
and the last 12 months issues are available on Derbyshire Submariners web
page as indicated below with thanks to ex FCRS Godfrey Dykes as DS Member
Regards
Terry Hall
Terry Hall, Hon. Secretary/Treasurer Derbyshire Submariners
_____________________________________________________________________________________

60 Minutes: New theory of MH370’s flight leads to ‘horrifying’ conclusion
MH370 update: ‘Horrifying’ new flight theory | news.com.au — Australia’s leading news site
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Latest look at the FELICITY ACE. Not looking good for the cars inside

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Bluewild contracts new factory trawler with design from Ulstein
The fishing company Bluewild is
expanding its fleet with a new factory
trawler designed by Ulstein Design &
Solutions AS. Gentle handling of the
catch and the lowest possible energy
consumption have been important
elements in the design development.
The trawler will be built at Westcon
Yards.
The stern trawler is of the design type
ULSTEIN FX101 and marks the start
of a new design segment for Ulstein.
The ship is equipped for 30 people. The 73.2-metre-long ship has a net cargo space of approx. 2,000
cubic metres and is equipped with quadruple trawl and pelagic trawl. The X-BOW® hull design will
contribute to less abrupt movements and will minimise sea on deck.
ECOFIVE is a standard from Bluewild and sets ambitious requirements for the lowest possible energy
consumption, the greatest possible utilization of the catch, extraction of nutritional value and the highest
possible quality of the end product. To facilitate the goals in ECOFIVE, Ulstein has developed concrete
solutions for a new standard in factory trawlers. Thorough analyses at the beginning of the design process
and extensive collaboration with the owner’s team have led to a new configuration for such vessels,
adapted to the owner’s desired operating profile and production philosophy.
Ulstein has developed a system for catch reception and storage that will, as far as possible, keep the catch
alive until processing. By taking the catch directly from the sea and into separate tanks, the loss of quality
during hauling and storage in dry receiving bins will be avoided, and the factory can work more steadily
at its optimum capacity.
Hybrid power and propulsion system
The hybrid power and propulsion system, which combines the best features of diesel-electric and dieselmechanical propulsion, is supported by a large battery pack. Two large propellers with rudder nozzles
increase manoeuvrability and towing power and help to minimise energy loss at rudder angles. Surplus
energy, such as the return energy from the winches, will be stored in the battery pack and excess heat
from the engines will be recovered and used where desired elsewhere in the ship. Based on the
operational profile of the ship, Ulstein has planned the propulsion system and system integration to enable
fuel savings of at least 25 per cent per kilo of fish product produced compared to a conventional power
system. In some operations, together with other energy-saving measures onboard, this figure can exceed
40 per cent. This significant reduction in energy consumption will not only lead to reduced fuel costs for
the shipowner but will also result in a significant reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
Triple cooperation by Norwegian actors
The trawler will be built at Westcon Yards in Ølensvåg and they have four yards along the coast of
Norway.“They are a good partner for Ulstein Design & Solutions. It is gratifying to see that we can once
again supply design and equipment to a Norwegian shipyard for the construction of an innovative vessel”,
says Erwin Jager, sales manager fisheries at Ulstein
Design & Solutions.
Ulstein, headquartered in Ulsteinvik, delivers design and engineering, and an equipment package for the
power system. This package includes the generators, electric motors for propulsion including converters,
a complete battery system, switchboards and distribution, and control systems for power management and
energy management. All controlled and supervised by the automation system ULSTEIN IAS™ with data
collection to the cloud via Blue Box. Bluewild is based in Ålesund. The shipowner’s fleet consists of the
trawler ‘ISHAVET (built 2013), and the trawler ‘LANGENES’ (built 1986), which will be replaced by
the new trawler
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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2022 Civic Services. Weymouth
Weymouth Town Council will be organising the following occasions:
Monday 14th March – Commonwealth Flag Raising Moment – 10.30 am, Weymouth Town Council
Offices, Commercial Road.
Monday 25th April – Anzac Memorial Day Service – 10.45 am for 11 am Service at the Memorial on the
Seafront, Weymouth.
Monday 30th May – US Memorial Day Service – 10.45 am for 11 am Service at the Memorial on the
Seafront, Weymouth.
Sat 18, Sun 19 & Mon 20 June – Armed Forces Weekend. The Service and Parade will be on Sunday
19th June. Armed Forces Flag Raising on Monday 20th June.
Sunday 13th November – Remembrance Sunday Service, Weymouth Seafront.
Further details for each Service will be circulate prior to each occasion, however, if you require any
further information or have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Regards and best wishes,
Charlie.
Charlie Sheppard, Events Manager, Weymouth Town Council, Commercial Road, Weymouth, Dorset
DT4 8NG
T: 01305 239309
M: 07980 730036 E: charliesheppard@weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ships Shelled in Black Sea as Invasion Sparks Shipping Chaos
https://gcaptain.com/ships-shelled-in-black-sea-as-invasion-sparks-shippingchaos/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-0b7c540b0b139894965&mc_cid=0b7c540b0b&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

France Arrests Russian Heavylift Ship Owned By Sanctioned Oligarch
by Pascal Rossignol (Reuters)
French sea police seized a ship on Saturday that authorities suspect belongs to a Russian company
targeted by European Union sanctions over the war in Ukraine, a government official told Reuters.
The cargo vessel transporting cars, which was headed for St. Petersburg, is “strongly suspected of being
linked to Russian interests targeted by the sanctions,” said Captain Veronique Magnin of the French
Maritime Prefecture. The ship was diverted to the port of Boulogne-sur-Mer in northern France between 3
a.m. and 4 a.m. (0200-0300 GMT), Magnin said, adding ongoing checks were being carried out by
customs officials and the ship’s crew was “being cooperative.”
The Russian embassy in France is seeking an explanation from authorities over the seizure, Russia’s RIA
news agency quoted the embassy as saying. French newspaper La Voix Du Nord, which first reported the
news, said the vessel was the “BALTIC LEADER,” which – according to website marinetraffic.com –
sails under a Russian flag. The company that owns the ship belongs to a Russian businessman who is on
the EU’s list of sanctioned people, Magnin said.EU states on Friday agreed to freeze European assets of
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his foreign minister to punish Russia for the attack on Ukraine. A
wider list of sanctioned people was put in place earlier this month.
Source : Reuters (Reporting by Pascal Rossignol Writing by Tassilo Hummel Editing by Mark Potter)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ukraine Shuts Down Shipping and Ports by Polina Devitt (Reuters)
Ukraine’s military has suspended operations at its ports after Russian forces invaded the country by land
and sea, an adviser to the president’s chief of staff said on Thursday, as concerns grew about the flow of
supplies from one of the world’s top exporters of grains and oilseeds. Russia had earlier suspended
movement of commercial vessels in the Azov sea until further notice, but kept Russian ports in the Black
Sea open for navigation, its officials and five grain industry sources said. Russian President Vladimir
Putin authorized “a special military operation” against Ukraine on Thursday to eliminate what he called a
serious threat, saying his aim was to demilitarize Russia’s southern neighbour. “The market is still
struggling to get a clear picture about the actual military situation on the ground. The ports in the Azov
and Black Sea so far seem not to have been damaged according to the initial shipping agency reports,”
one European grain trader said. “The next stage which will have to be faced is any declarations of force
majeure, if ships simply cannot be loaded and contracts cannot be fulfilled,” the trader added. Russia, the
world’s largest wheat exporter, mainly ships its grain from ports in the Black Sea. The Azov sea is home
to shallow water ports of smaller capacity. Maripol, the most important Ukrainian port in the Azov sea,
mainly handles relatively small ships of between 3,000 to 10,000 tonnes deadweight. The Azov sea ports
mainly export wheat, barley and corn to Mediterranean importers like Turkey, Italy, Cyprus, Egypt and
Lebanon.“
These countries would be compelled to seek alternative supplies if ships are stuck and cannot depart in
the near future,” another European trader said. Wheat prices in Chicago rose to the highest level in 9-1/2
years on Thursday as the conflict threatened to disrupt the flow of supplies from the region while
European wheat futures climbed to a record peak.
Russia and Ukraine account for 29% of global wheat exports, 19% of world maize (corn) supplies, and
80% of world sunflower oil exports. Russia produced 76 million tonnes of wheat last year and is expected
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to export 35 million tonnes in the July-June season, 17% of the
global total. Russia supplies wheat to all the major global buyers. Turkey and Egypt are the largest
importers. Ukraine asked Turkey to close the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits to the Russian ships, the
Ukrainian ambassador to Ankara said earlier on Thursday. There has been no reaction yet to Ankara’s
request. Source : Reuters (Reporting by Polina Devitt, Gleb Stolyarov, Michael Hogan and Gavin
Maguire, Writing by Nigel Hunt; Editing by Clarence Fernandez, Kim Coghill, Barbara Lewis and Susan
Fenton)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

American Pilot Refuses to Board Russian Ships
https://gcaptain.com/american-pilot-refuses-to-board-russian-ship/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef033835433dae-139894965&mc_cid=3835433dae&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

11 PH crew of bombed bulk carrier safe, unhurt By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora
The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) confirmed that all 11 Filipinos on board a bulk carrier bombed
Thursday 50 miles south of Ukraine's port city Odessa are safe.
Citing the personnel relations officer of the Marshall Islands-flagged YASA JUPITER, "all crew
members on board, including 11 Filipinos, were not hurt and are safe". The Filipinos have already gotten
in touch with their families. "The Philippine Embassy in Ankara and the Philippine Consulate General in
Istanbul are jointly coordinating with Yasa Holding, the Turkish owner of the ship," the DFA said in a
statement on Saturday. The three-year-old vessel arrived at a shipyard in Yalova, a province south of
Istanbul, on Friday morning. Reports citing the Turkish General Directorate of Maritime Affairs said the
ship was hit when Russia began its assault on the eastern European nation. "The ship has no request for
help, is en route to Romanian waters, has no casualties and is safe," the official posted on Twitter shortly
after the bombing. Initial reports from the Marshall Islands Maritime Administrator indicated significant
damage to the deck and bridge area, probably from a projectile. Japanese owned cargo ship Namura
Queen was also reportedly struck by a rocket off Ukraine in the Black Sea on Friday, injuring one of its
20 Filipino crew. Source : Philippine News Agency
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association Boat Club

Commodore: Clive Edwards, 19 Horsford Street, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8UH
Tel 01305 781725, email commodore@mnaboatclub.org.uk

Newsletter February 2022
Good Morning Shipmates,
This Newsletter is mainly to give everyone early notice about our 2022 AGM event
planned to take place on the Norfolk Broads on Tuesday and Wednesday 6th and 7th
September.
Apart from the AGM itself the event will include a half-day trip on the “Albion” (see
https://www.wherryalbion.com/charter/chartering/ a half day visit to the Museum of the
Broads (see https://www.museumofthebroads.org.uk/)
Including an hour’s trip on either their historic steam launch or their Edwardian electric
launch
There may well be opportunities also to get afloat on one or two of our own members
boats that are kept on the Broads, and of course there will be a chance for us all to get
together for the AGM itself and for a meal or two at local pubs around the northern rivers
and Broads.
If you aren’t familiar with the Broads then why not take a look at the Channel 5 TV feature
on the River Bure first broadcast on 28th Jan 2022 and now available on catch-up via
“My5”. This will give you a flavour of the scenery, the wildlife and the activities on what
is probably the Broads most well-known river.
Judging by last year local accommodation in the local hotels, guest houses, B&Bs and
campsites will get booked up very quickly so if you think you may be interested in
joining us for this exciting event please let me know asap and I’ll arrange for you to
receive a list of local accommodation possibilities.
At this stage there is of course no commitment required and a full programme will be
circulated as soon as we have an idea of the likely numbers.
Yours Aye, and looking forward to hearing from you as early as possible
Clive
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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ASIAN HERCULES III LIFTS NEW SECTION FOR THE TSHD PRINS
DER NEDERLANDEN IN POSITION
I At the Keppel Shipyard in Singapore the sheerlegs ASIAN
HERCULES III lifted a new midsection for the Boskalis
TSHD PRINS DER NEDERLANDEN from the transport
barge into the drydock in position where the PRINS DER
NEDERLANDEN was cut in two parts eager awaiting the
new Lt 45m x Breath 28m x 15m section which was built at
ST Marine as reported earlier in this newsletter the lift had an
all in weight of 3008mt Asian Lift owns and operates some
of the world’s largest sheerleg cranes Backed by a dedicated
and highly experienced team, Asian Lift has a strong track
record in providing safe and reliable heavy-lift services.
Asian Lift is the choice partner for heavy-lift solutions
worldwide. We provide invaluable services to offshore oil &
gas operations marine and port facilities, and civil
infrastructure projects. We are also growing demand for our
services in Europe and Central America.
The
capacity
of our
sheerleg
cranes ranges from 400 metric tonnes up to 5,000
metric tonnes. the fleet presently consists of ASIAN
HELPING HAND III; ASIAN HERCULES and
ASIAN HERCULES II & The world’s largest
sheerleg floating crane – ASIAN HERCULES III Established in Singapore in 1985, Asian Lift is a joint
venture between two reputable companies - Keppel
Offshore & Marine and Smit Tak Singapore. Boskalis
acquisition of Smit has further strengthened Asian
Lift’s rich heritage.

A leader in offshore rig design, repair and
construction, ship repair and conversion and
specialised shipbuilding, Keppel Offshore &
Marine (Keppel O&M) is bolstered by a global
network of 20 yards. The Group aims to be the
provider of choice and partner for solutions for
the offshore and marine industry. Smit
Singapore is part of the Royal Boskalis Group
of Companies, which is headquartered in the
Netherlands. Combining expertise, innovation and specialised equipment, Smit Singapore offers a range
of marine services including salvage, environmental care, ocean transport and ocean towage, offshore
support services, harbour towage and terminal services.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Pilots are not advisors to Masters By : Karolina Cirjak - Consultant Master
Mariner at KC Maritime Consultancy Ltd.
According to the International Group of P
& I Clubs’ “Report on P&I claims
involving vessels under pilotage 19992019”, over the last twenty years, there
were 1,046 incidents in which pilot error
either caused or contributed to those
events. The resulting liabilities were in
excess of US$1.82 billion, with the
average value per incident of
approximately US$1.74 million. The Report considered incidents such as Allision/Contact with Fixed or
Floating Objects (constituting 60% of the total number), Collision, Grounding and Navigation, including
incidents caused by the wash of a vessel.
The report stated that since “the pilot has the conduct of the navigation and the shipowner remains
vicariously responsible for liabilities arising from the pilots’ acts or negligence… whenever incidents
occur that result in substantial P&I liabilities … the question arises of whether there is any liability on the
part of the pilot or the relevant pilotage body, and whether insurance coverage for such liability exists. …
even where recourse is possible, the potential levels of financial liability are often low and such liability
may not be covered by insurance. … therefore … widespread legislative change and associated insurance
regimes is considered unrealistic… “
Liability on the part of Shipowners and Pilots calls for just a brief look into the history of law regulating
compulsory Pilotage.
Over centuries, Pilots were held liable for damage caused to other ships or objects during compulsory
pilotage, while Shipowners and Masters had absolute freedom from claims.
Not to go too far back in time, the last body of law relieving Shipowners and Masters of a piloted vessel
from any liability for damage caused by Pilots was the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894, stating: “An
owner or master of a ship shall not be answerable to any person whatever for any loss or damage
occasioned by the fault or incapacity of any qualified pilot acting in charge of that ship within any district
where the employment of a qualified pilot is compulsory by law”.
The obvious issue was the insufficient financial capability of compensation for damages on the part of the
Pilot.
The scales tipped in Pilots’ favour in the early 20th century. The UK Pilotage Act, bringing major change
and shift of liability was enacted in 1913. Article 15 states: “… the owner or master of a vessel navigating
under circumstances in which pilotage is compulsory shall be answerable for any loss or damage caused
by the vessel or by any fault of the navigation of the vessel in the same manner as he would if pilotage
were not compulsory”.
With slightly different wording, this particular rule remained the same in the current 1987 Pilotage Act
imposing liability for accidents during compulsory pilotage onto Shipowners and Masters.
The Act allows for compulsory Pilots to be held liable, but their liability is limited to a symbolic amount
of £1,000 in the UK and a similar amount in other jurisdictions. As a result, Shipowners became the
primary source of compensation for damages through their P & I Clubs.
In much of the rest of the world, Port States took it one step further and, while imposing compulsory
pilotage and authorising Pilots to take control of the navigation of ships plying their ports to secure the
safety of both ships and ports, define Pilots as mere ‘advisors’ to Masters, thus effectively exempting
Pilots from any liability arising out of their acts or omissions, also imposing responsibility onto Masters
for any loss or damage caused by the ship regardless of the fact that the ship was under compulsory
pilotage.
Pilots' responsible task of bringing ships in and out of ports safely could hardly be achieved if they were
only advisors to Masters. Advice has no elements of compulsion. Advice can be accepted or rejected. If
Pilots were advisors, then Masters would be in charge of manoeuvring the vessel, with their own choice
of courses to steer and speed to maintain including control of tug boats. Of course, in practice, this is not
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the case. Pilots are tasked with control of navigation as experts on local conditions and on manoeuvring
which they perform day in and day out in the same port or other compulsory pilotage area assigned to
them.
On the other hand, Masters are not experts on manoeuvring due to the simple fact that they have limited
opportunity to manoeuvre and in the case of very large ships with single propeller they cannot manoeuvre
at very slow speeds in confined waters without the use of tugboats.
And yet, Masters are expected to override Pilots’ orders and intervene when Pilots’ actions appear
inadequate and pose risk to the safety of the ship. The problem here is that the Master’s perception of risk
does not have to coincide with the much more experienced Pilot’s perception, in which case the Master’s
intervention could make the situation worse.
And when a manoeuvre appears to go wrong or indeed goes wrong and requires intervention, it is right
next to impossible to correct it. This is especially true when tugboats are in use, over which Masters have
no control.
As a result, the person in the spotlight of accidents that occur under compulsory pilotage is the Master of
the ship.
In the aftermath of an accident, it is not only about the Master’s loss of reputation, or loss of employment
and employment prospects. What gets largely ignored is the psychological impact of dealing with blame
for being incompetent or negligent, even though the control of navigation belonged to the Pilot.
The only bright exception to the rule of considering Pilots as advisors to Masters is the Panama Canal
where Pilots take absolute control of navigation through the Canal and are liable in case of an accident.
Regulations on Navigation in Panama Canal Waters, Chapter V, Article 92 states: “The pilot assigned to a
vessel shall have control of the navigation and movement of such a vessel.
This simple, unambiguous rule is supported by the Panama Canal Authority accepting to “pay indemnity
for damages … if the damage was caused through fault or negligence on the part of the Authority or its
workers in the performance and within the scope of their duties...” The convoluted Master / Pilot
relationship has been the subject of much debate and much has been written on the topic.
While the industry concentrates on improving the interaction between Masters and Pilots, Capt. George
Quick gives a concise and to the point explanation of the issue in his brilliant article “Master /Pilot
relationship; the role of the pilot in risk management”, where Capt. Quick states that the starting point in
solving the issue is understanding the role of the Pilot. And the role is certainly not advisory.
If the industry considers it unrealistic to change compulsory pilotage legislation, then at least the
impossible expectations and the terrible burden of blame should be removed from Masters’ shoulders by
“widening the circle of responsibility to include pilots, port authorities, terminal operators, VTS
operations, channel maintenance and navigation aids, and all the various regulatory agencies in the circle
of blame after a casualty”, as Capt. Quick rightfully points out.
Accidents under compulsory pilotage are not the only issue that seafarers have to deal with, but, on a
positive note, there are still men and women willing to go to sea and take command although “the
traditional privilege and honour associated with command appears instead to have become a risky and
perilous burden” due to an ever-increasing range of responsibilities, but incommensurate legal rights.
Ø International Group of P&I Clubs: Report on P&I claims involving vessels under pilotage 1999-2019
Ø Capt. George Quick: Master/Pilot relationship; the role of the pilot in risk management
Ø The Standard Club: Pilotage bulletin
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sailor facing court martial in Navy ship fire
By BRIAN MELLEY and JULIE WATSON
A sailor accused of starting the fire that destroyed the USS BONHOMME RICHARD will face a court
martial for arson, the Navy said, Friday. Seaman Recruit Ryan Mays, 20, faces two counts in military
court for the July 2020 blaze that injured dozens of personnel aboard the amphibious assault ship as the
fire burned for five days and sent acrid smoke wafting over San Diego.
t marked one of the worst noncombat warship disasters in recent memory and the vessel had to be
scrapped. It would cost an estimated $4 billion to replace. …………
Source : AV Press
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MPs examine the future of military shipbuilding in Scotland
In the second phase of its Defence in Scotland work, the Scottish Affairs Committee launches a new
inquiry examining military shipbuilding in Scotland.
Shipbuilding in Scotland currently supports 7,000 jobs in Scotland, many of which are highly skilled.
Maintaining this employment, and a flourishing sector, relies on a regular drumbeat of orders. However,
in last year’s Defence and Security Industrial Strategy, the UK Government revised its shipbuilding
strategy to allow the possibility of more open international competition, rather than all Royal Navy
warships being designed and built solely in the UK. Unions have expressed concern that this position
undermines the confidence that the industry requires in order to invest.
The Committee will be exploring the impacts such policy changes are having on the industry in Scotland.
It will also consider the opportunities for Scotland of exporting design licences for ships, and what more
the UK Government could be doing to support the sector.
Scottish Affairs Committee Chairman, Pete Wishart, said: “In the next phase of our Defence in Scotland
inquiry series, we will be considering military shipbuilding and the much-anticipated National
Shipbuilding Strategy refresh. The shipbuilding industry in Scotland supports many highly skilled jobs,
but its future success could be undermined by UK defence policy. During this inquiry, we will look at
what challenges changes in defence policy present for the sector, and the potential opportunities which
can be opened up for Scottish industry through exports.”
This inquiry will build on the recent Defence Committee report, “We’re going to need a bigger Navy”,
and the Government response, which has been published today. In it the Government responds to the
Committee’s recommendations to expand and upgrade the UK’s fleet and support our shipbuilding
industry.
The Committee is inviting written submissions by Tuesday 10 May. These should focus on, but not be
limited to:
ü What impacts are the Government’s Shipbuilding Strategy and National Shipbuilding Office having on
the shipbuilding industry in Scotland?
ü How many and what types of Royal Navy ships will likely be built in Scotland in the years ahead? Will
the sector grow?
ü How does the procurement approach for each class of Royal Navy ship being determined on a case-bycase basis (including whether or not there should be international competition) affect Scottish
shipbuilding
ü To what extent does Scotland benefit from exporting military ships (or parts of them) and/or their
design licences? How can these opportunities be maximised?
ü What more could the UK Government do to maintain and foster military shipbuilding in Scotland?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

15 percent of the transhipment in Rotterdam is Russia-related
62 million tons of the almost 470 million transhipment in the port of Rotterdam is Russia-oriented. Via
the port of Rotterdam, many energy carriers are imported from Russia. Broadly speaking, at present
20% of the coal comes from Russia, 20% of the oil products, 25% of the LNG and 30% of the crude oil.
It is uncertain what the developments in Ukraine will mean for these flows in the coming period. In
principle, the supply can come from elsewhere, but because it concerns enormous amounts, it will very
likely lead to bottlenecks and higher prices.Less than 10% of the Rotterdam container transport is linked
to Russia. In addition, Russia exports products such as steel, copper, aluminium and nickel via Rotterdam.
Source: Port of Rotterdam
_____________________________________________________________________________________

World’s Largest Shipping Lines Suspend Shipping to Russia
https://gcaptain.com/worlds-largest-shipping-lines-suspend-shipping-torussia/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-7495b2e134139894965&mc_cid=7495b2e134&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ukrainian Seafarers Face New Crew Change Challenges
Danica Crewing Specialists, one of the leading crewing agencies for Ukrainian and Russian seafarers, has
an office in Odessa with more than 50 staff. It supplies some 1,500 Ukrainian and 300 Russian seafarers
to the international shipping trade. In the early hours of Thursday morning, the Odessa port area and
nearby military installations were subject to shelling by Russian forces during the initial assault on
Ukraine. Some civilian residential areas also sustained impacts.
“It is difficult to believe that we see
a war in Europe in 2022. My
thoughts are with the innocent
people in Ukraine, and let us hope
the hostilities will cease as soon as
possible,” said Henrik Jensen,
Managing Director of Danica
Crewing Specialists. “All our
office staff, seafarers and their
families remain safe. Although we
did not foresee this happening
today we have contingency plans in
place, including emergency
communication, and we are
providing assistance to our
shipowners and seafarers.”
Although its Odessa office is
closed, Danica continues to operate
to the best extent possible
following its contingency plans. Telephone and internet are still functional. Office staff continue to work
from home, if they are not in shelters, and they are reachable through emails and mobile telephones. Its
other offices are fully operational, including sites in Hamburg and Riga. “Without doubt this will cause a
lot of stress and anxiety amongst the seafarers onboard who are concerned for their family and friends at
home. Under these difficult conditions our office staff remain in contact with seafarers and their families
to the greatest possible extent,” Jensen said. With crew changes now difficult, it is expected that some
crew will remain onboard for longer deployments, as they did during the height of the Covid-19
pandemic. As all airports in Ukraine remain closed, Danica is advising its clients to keep ‘due off’
Ukrainian crew onboard if possible.
The firm had some crew “in the air” yesterday when the airports closed, and more crew are due to return
to Ukraine in the coming days. Danica has established a center for them in Warsaw, Poland, assisted by
Polish line SMT Shipping. The plan is for the crew to stay together in a hostel until the situation clarifies
and the company is able to return them by bus to their homes. Danica is also offering to assist other
manning agencies or crews in this way. Ukrainian crew who are still in Ukraine cannot join their ships.
Presently, men between 18 and 60 are not allowed to leave the country, although Danica has reports that
some crews and their families managed to escape the country.
“We are ready with a bus service to send joining crews to airports abroad as soon as it possible and safe.
For the time being it is not safe to travel across Ukraine due to the ongoing fighting,” Jensen said. “We
also offer replacement crew from our other offices, including Riga and Saint Petersburg, as well as
through our associated/partner offices in Romania, Turkey, Georgia and the Philippines.”
Crew pay may also be a challenge. “At present we have been advised that payment to individual crew
members will be possible and therefore expect this month’s payroll to be unaffected. As sanctions are
increasing, we are also in contact with our bank in Germany regarding what effect the imposed sanctions
against Russia will have for transferring allotments to Russian seafarers. We are keeping our owners and
crew fully updated on these issues,” he said. Source: MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________

16

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #03
8th March 2022

Pulse

St Lawrence Seaway navigation season to open March 24
THE opening of the St Lawrence Seaway 2022 navigation season is scheduled to take place, first at the
Welland Canal linking Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, on March 24, reported the American Journal of
Transportation.
Ship transits will be subject to weather and ice conditions. Restrictions may apply in some areas until
lighted navigation aids have been installed. Sault St Marie Locks and Canals. The opening of the Sault St
Marie Locks (USA.) is currently scheduled for March 25.In the Montreal / Lake Ontario Section, the
maximum allowable draft will be 26 feet for all ships when the South Shore Canal is ice-free and when
water levels are favourable. Mariners are reminded that for ships loaded to a draft greater than 26' 3",
speeds will be monitored carefully between St Lambert Lock and St Nicolas Island. In the Welland Canal,
a maximum allowable draft of 26' 6" will be in effect from the start of the navigation season for all ships.
Source : Schednet
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Two more ships hit in the Black Sea By : Adis Ajdin
Another two ships have been hit by missiles in
the Black Sea: the Moldova-flagged chemical
tanker MILLENIAL SPIRIT and the Panamaflagged bulk carrier NAMURA QUEEN.
The 1974-built MILLENIAL SPIRIT formerly
FREYA, was fired upon by a Russian Navy
ship 12 nautical miles south of Ukraine’s
Yuzhniy port, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported. Rescue operations were carried
out by the Ukrainian authorities. The crewmembers, all Russian, were rescued, but two of them are in
serious condition, Moldova’s Naval Agency confirmed, adding that the source of the missile launch is
unknown.
Meanwhile, the 2020-built panamax NAMURA QUEEN, owned by Japan’s Nissen Kaiun, was
presumably hit by a rocket at the anchorage of the Yuzhny port, said Andrey Stavnitser, co-owner of
TransInvestService terminal group and the P&O Maritime Ukraine tug company operating in the Yuzhniy
port. No casualties were reported, but one person has been injured.A day before, the Turkish-owned bulk
carrier YASA JUPITER was also hit by a missile off the coast of Odessa, sustaining slight damage and
becoming the first confirmed merchant ship casualty of war following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Maritime security consultancy Dryad Global has advised all commercial operators to avoid any transit or
operations within the exclusive economic zones of Ukraine or Russia in the Black Sea. Source : Splash
24/7
_____________________________________________________________________________________

All You Need To Know About Russian Yacht Arrests
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Energy Firms Snap Up Russian Gas as Europe Seeks Alternatives
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russian Oil Buyers Struggle to Charter Ships
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Seafarers' Charity
Your digital edition of Seaview magazine
We are pleased to share the latest edition of Seaview, your supporter magazine from The
Seafarers’ Charity, which you can read on your computer, tablet or smartphone.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UK P&I Club Russia-Ukraine Crisis
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/russia-ukraine-crisis/
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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In the Treacle Mine
Good morning,
Since its release, In the Treacle Mine by J W Richardson has received much praise, along with being
named Book of the Month in Sea Breezes magazine. It is a story of one man's life at sea, from his
beginnings as a lowly cadet to his qualification as a Chief Engineer. There are many anecdotes about his
experiences - some amusing and some terrifying - together with pen portraits of a few of his fellow
seafarers and the places he visited.
• '...a really absorbing read in a very nicely produced book... I heartily recommend it'. Funnel
• 'The author has written an engaging account of his life at sea'. Julian Stockwin's Blog
A flyer is attached for your interest and I'd appreciate it if this information could be circulated to your
colleagues/members – thank you.
Following R O Neish's highly-praised two volumes of Leith-built Ships, we're delighted that we will soon
be publishing Bustler Class Rescue Tugs, in War & Peace. This is a fine tribute to the unsung heroes
and vessels and is complemented with many evocative photographs. It reveals the part played by the eight
Bustler Class Rescue Tugs built at the Henry Robb Shipyard during the Second World War and will shed
more light on the almost forgotten part played by this country's Merchant Navy mariners.
I’ll be pleased to provide any further details and look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks,
-Catrina Drummond
Digital Promotions
Whittles Publishing, Dunbeath Mill, Dunbeath, Caithness, KW6 6EG
Tel: 01593 731333
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Update: After Burning For Two Weeks, Car Carrier Felicity Ace Sinks Off
Azores - Posted on March 2, 2022 by Rick Spilman
The car carrier Felicity Ace,
carrying upwards of 4,000
vehicles, including more than
1,000 Porsches and 200
Bentleys, caught fire in the
Atlantic off the Azores on
February 16. After almost two
weeks ablaze, the fire appeared
to be under control. The ship
Photo: Portuguese navy
was still quite hot, but smoke no
longer billowed from the cargo
decks. Then, yesterday morning, while under tow by the salvage tug Bear, the 650-foot-long car carrier
capsized and sank.
The Portuguese navy said in a statement, “This morning, during the towing process, which had begun on
Feb. 24, the ship ‘Felicity Ace’ lost stability and sank some 25 nautical miles outside of the limits of
Portugal’s exclusive economic zone, in an area with a depth of about [9,842 feet].”
As reported by the Washington Post, European environmental groups and government agencies are
monitoring the situation, the Portuguese navy said. The ship had been carrying about 2,200 tons of fuel
and 2,200 tons of oil — along with other pollutants, such as metallic parts, plastics, electrical wires, and
paint.
Estimates of the value of the vehicles lost in the fire and sinking have ranged as high as $500 million.
Thanks to David Rye for contributing to this post. - The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Shore Tension
ShoreTension® mooring in Bayah Port, Indonesia - YouTube
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ukrainian Seafarers’ Emergency Communication Fund
The MNWB has been made aware that some chaplains are providing SIM cards to Ukrainian seafarers to
enable them to contact family back home. Whilst there are currently free calls available on certain mobile
networks, as well as the SIM card it is necessary to purchase a minimum top-up of £5 or £10, depending
on network provider, to be eligible for free calling to Ukraine.
MNWB trustees have given their approval for the Board to set up an emergency fund of £5k, which is an
additional budget sum, to fund the purchase of these SIMs and the necessary top-up, to be made available
to Ukrainian seafarers. To ensure a fair distribution of funds, a cap of £250 per application will be set.
The fund is available with immediate effect and the Board will make payments upon presentation of
receipts. The Chair and CEO will approve the individual grants from this fund as they are requested and
payment will then be made to the societies.
Please let me know if you have any queries at all.
Kind regards,
Celia (Celia Jackson - Executive Assistant & Office Manager)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

France & Germany Seize Oligarchs’ Yachts, Others Flee Sanctions
Post France & Germany Seize Oligarchs’ Yachts, Others Flee Sanctions appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UPDATE: NATO MEMBER OWNED SHIP SINKS OFF ODESA – Russia
Used Civilian Ship As A Human Shield
https://gcaptain.com/russia-used-civilian-ship-as-a-human-shield/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef032712ffc3e3-139894965&mc_cid=2712ffc3e3&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Container handling to and from Russia stopped
In order to enforce the sanctions imposed by the EU against Russia,
measures have also become effective in the Port of Hamburg.
Accordingly, HHLA terminals no longer handle containers that are either
to come from or go to Russia. This also applies to cargo transported by
rail, barge or truck. HHLA is thus following the example of terminal operators in other European ports
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Russia's war on Ukraine could triple ocean shipping rates to $30,000
per container, expert says
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russia-owned SCF oil tankers rerouting from Canada, returning to Russia
By Marianna Parraga and Laura Sanicola
Two oil tankers owned and managed by Sovcomflot , the Russian maritime and freight shipping company
blacklisted by the United States last week, are rerouting from their Canadian destinations, while a third is
returning to Russia after discharging, according to tracking data and marine sources. The two tankers are
the first Russian-owned oil vessels to change course after Canada this week ratcheted up pressure on
Russia for its invasion of Ukraine by shutting ports to Russian-owned ships and barring them from
Canadian waters. The Liberia-flagged oil tanker SCF NEVA changed course from Canada on Thursday
and is now headed to the Bahamas, in the Caribbean, vessel data show. The vessel was carrying bunker
fuel for Canada's Irving Oil, the company saidon Friday. It loaded in mid-February in Colombia, and
made a stop at a storage terminal in St. Eustatius in the Caribbean, according to Refinitiv Eikon tanker
tracking data. …………………………….. . Source : Reuters Reporting by Marianna Parraga in
Houston and Laura Sanicola in Washington; Additional reporting by Nia Williams in Calgary; Editing by
Kirsten Donovan, Lisa Shumaker, Richard Pullin and Marguerita Choy
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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WEYMOUTH ARMED FORCES SERVICE & PARADE
Commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands Conflict
Sunday 19th June 2022 - Parade Participation Notes
If you wish to attend the Parade on Sunday, 19 June and you have not applied for
a pass through your Branch, please let me know by Wednesday, 4 May. I
appreciate it is a little early, but I am away from 6 – 13 May.

If you or any of your ex-service association members
would be interested in participating in Weymouth’s Armed
Forces Celebrations, Remembrance Service and Parade
on Sunday 19th June 2022, please fill in the Parade
Participation Form and return to the Charlie Sheppard Events Manager by Monday 16th May 2022.
We welcome all ex-service association members, and their Standards, to
participate in the Service and Parade. All participants using wheelchairs
must provide their own helpers and include the helper in the total number
registering.
Please note that the Parade route measures approximately 1.5 km along
Weymouth Esplanade. Dispersal takes place in the Pavilion car park and
free tea and biscuits are provided to all parade participants following the
Parade in the Pavilion Ocean Room.
Notes:1.

On receipt of your completed participation form, we will forward
further information and passes to you. Please ensure that you and
your members bring these with them on the day. Included in the pack
will be the Festival leaflet, Arrival & Forming up details, together with
Service Sheets.

2.

For enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact me on (01305) 239309
or email (as below).

3.

Please return completed forms to :Tim Brant t.brant@talktalk.net
28A Bassenhally Road, Peterborough, PE7 1RN Tel 01733 205 001
or
Charlie Sheppard, Events Manager, Weymouth Town Council, Commercial Road, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8NG
Or Email charliesheppard@weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk
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WEYMOUTH’S ARMED FORCES SERVICE & PARADE
Sunday 19th June 2022 - Parade Participation Form
Contact Name: ……………………………………………………………………………….

Address (to which all correspondence & details will be sent):
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………...
Please circle the Division you wish to parade with:

NAVY

ARMY

MERCHANT NAVY

RBL

RAF

ALLIED / AUXILIARY

CAMPAIGNS SINCE WWII

Unit / Regiment / Ship / Organisation representing:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Will your Association Standard be on Parade?
Branch [

] Regional [

]

National [

] Not Sure [

]

Total number in group participating in the Service & Parade: Total Number Participating [

] (to include Standard Bearer)

Please return completed forms to :
Charlie Sheppard, Events Manager, Weymouth Town Council, Commercial Road,
Weymouth,
Dorset
DT4
8NG
Or
Email
charliesheppard@weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk

____________________________________________________________________________
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Ukraine Mechanic Arrested for Sabotage By Jill R. Shah (Bloomberg) —
A Ukrainian mechanic said he tried to sink a Russian tycoon’s superyacht in Majorca, the largest island
off the eastern coast of Spain, after seeing a video of Russia’s attack on Kyiv. Taras Ostapchuk was
accused in a local court of opening valves in the engine room of the vessel, called LADY ANASTASIA,
according to the Wall Street Journal. The yacht belongs to Alexander Mikheev, the chief executive officer
of Rosoboronexport, a Russian weapons exporter. “There was a video of a helicopter attack on a building
in Kyiv, the Russians are killing innocents,” Ostapchuk, who had worked on the yacht for 10 years, said
in court, according to the Journal. “I don’t regret anything I’ve done and I would do it again.” He was
released pending an investigation. The Russian elite’s yachts and private jets, two of the most opulent
displays of massive wealth, have drawn public scrutiny in the wake of the country’s invasion of Ukraine
last week. They’re usually parked all over the globe, though recent sanctions are set to limit their travels.
LADY ANASTASIA isn’t the only Russian-owned yacht currently in Palma, the resort city in the
Balearic Islands. Viktor Vekselberg’s yacht TANGO is also in Majorca, according to data tracked by
Bloomberg. Vekselberg is the chairman of Renova, an investment group that owns a stake in Russia’s
biggest aluminum company, United Co. Rusal. He’s also Russia’s seventh-richest person, with a fortune
of $16.9 billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. Barcelona’s Boats Spain hosts another
three Russian-linked superyachts in Barcelona. Until recently the collection included Lukoil PJSC
Chairman Vagit Alekperov’s GALACTIC SUPER NOVA. On Saturday it departed for Montenegro,
arriving in Tivat earlier on Tuesday. One vessel still anchored in Barcelona: Roman Abramovich’s 461foot SOLARIS, which was completed last year at an estimated cost of $600 million, according to the
website Superyacht Fan. LADY ANASTASIS is on sale for $7.2 million and has been on the market
since April, according to the Journal. After his release, Ostapchuk said he would fly to Poland and head to
Ukraine to fight against the Russians, according to local newspaper Ultima Hora.“I’m a middle-aged man,
but I have a lot of experience as a mechanic,” he said. “I’ve never held a weapon, but if necessary I will.”
Source : Bloomberg By Jill R. Shah, Tom Maloney, Kevin Varley
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

B O O K R E V I E W By : Frank NEYTS
“Isle of Man Steam Packet Heyday”.
Recently Mainline and Maritime Ltd published a new interesting title “Isle
of Man Steam Packet Heyday”, written by Adrian Sweeney.
In 1935 the fleet of the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company consisted of
seventeen vessels. It would be no exaggeration to say that it was a very
mixed fleet indeed, consisting of steamers built by the Company, steamers
bought second hand, coal burners, oil burners, steam turbine engines,
steam reciprocating engines, passenger vessels and cargo only ships. It was
certainly not a standardized fleet in any sense of the word and of course
one of the main causes of this diversity was the losses the Company had
suffered in the Great War. These had included THE RAMSEY, sunk in the
North Sea by the German minelayer/raider METEOR, the crack ship in the
fleet BEN-MY-CHREE (III), sunk by the Ottoman gunfire off the island of
Costellorizo in 1917, the paddle steamer EMPRESS QUEEN in 1916,
wrecked on Bambridge Ledge off the Isle of Wight while trooping and
SNAEFELL in 1918 which was on her way home but was torpedoed three
day out of Alexandria by a German U Boat.
This book tells the story of the company and its fleet in great detail.
Interesting reading and value for its money.
“Isle of Man Steam Packet Heyday’” (ISBN 9 781913 797065) is a softback book of 120 pages, lavishly
illustrated with many colour photographs. The price is £19.95 plus free UK postage and £6.00 overseas
postage. Ordering directly via the publisher, Mainline and Maritime Ltd, 3 Broadleaze, Upper Seagry,
Chippenham SN15 5EY400, UK. Alternatively, it can be purchased at all good bookshops.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Offshore Wind Turbines Could Mess with Ships’ Radar Signals
A new study finds that turbines can muddle ships' navigational systems, obscuring the location of smaller
boats or creating misleading images on radar screens.
OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENT has the potential to transform the nation’s energy supply by
providing clean power directly to big coastal cities. In fact, the Biden administration is pushing to develop
30 gigawatts of offshore wind capacity by 2030—enough to power 10 million homes and reduce carbon
emissions by 78 million metric tons.
But a new study might throw a wrench in those plans. It turns out that massive wind turbines may
interfere with marine radar systems, making it risky for both big ships passing through shipping channels
near offshore wind farms and smaller vessels navigating around them. While European and Asian nations
have relied on offshore wind power for more than a decade, the big wind farms proposed off the US
continental shelf are larger and spaced further apart, meaning that ships are more likely to be operating
nearby. These farms are proposed along the East Coast from Massachusetts to North Carolina, as well as
for a handful of locations off the California coast, according to data from the US Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management.
A panel of experts convened by the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine concluded
in a report issued last week that wind turbines can create two different problems. First, their steel towers
can reflect electromagnetic waves, interfering with ships’ navigational radar systems in ways that might
obscure a nearby boat.
The turbine's rotating blades can also create a form of interference similar to the Doppler effect, in
which sound waves shorten as a moving object approaches the observer. In this case, the spinning blades
shorten and distort the radar signals sent from passing ships and can produce what’s called “blade flash”
on a ship’s radar screen. These flashes can create false images that look like boats and could confuse a
human radar operator on the bridge. “
If you have something that's moving toward you and you are illuminating it with a radar signal, then the
signal that is returned will actually have what's called a phase shift. Essentially, it appears that you have
the object coming closer,” says Jennifer Bernard, professor of electrical and computer engineering at the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and a member of the National Academies panel that produced
the report. Bernard says that phenomena does not completely block the radar image, “but it does create
clutter and makes everything a little bit more washed out, because now some things are still and some
things are moving. So that makes everything a little bit more difficult to interpret.” In the report, the US
Coast Guard raised concerns that the radar interference may also hamper search-and-rescue efforts for
ships that get in trouble around wind farms.
“These are large machines in the ocean and will impact marine vessel radar. That's inevitable,” says Bill
Melvin, chair of the panel and deputy director for research at the Georgia Tech Research Institute. “We
recommended that investment should be made to study and understand the problem in more detail and
also further develop the proposed mitigating solutions.” Solutions could include upgrading older
shipboard radars to modern solid state systems that can be adjusted to eliminate some of the interference
from the rotating blades. Another idea is to perhaps wrap the blades or towers in material similar to the
radar-absorbing carbon or graphene polymers used on stealth aircraft to dampen some, but not all, of the
radar signal and prevent the distortion. The study also mentions the possibility of changing the shape of
the tower or blades to present smaller targets and create less scattering of the radar signal.
These ideas might work, but the expert panel notes that there’s a lack of research in this area—while at
the same time there’s a big rush to build wind farms. The same week that the report was released, the US
Bureau of Ocean Energy and Management auctioned the rights to develop wind farms in six locations off
New Jersey, raising a whopping $4.37 billion in lease sales. The bureau has already authorized
construction of the 800-megawatt Vineyard Wind project south of Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts,
with 62 turbines, and the 130-megawatt South Fork wind project off the eastern tip of Long Island, New
York, with 12 turbines. Both are expected to begin producing energy in 2023. And about 27 miles off the
coast of Virginia Beach, Virginia, Dominion Power is planning a 187-turbine wind farm that will power
660,000 homes and cost nearly $10 billion, slated to begin operation in 2026.
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But not everyone is onboard. Some environmental groups along the New Jersey coast believe that the
offshore wind industry is moving too fast. “We are not opposed to offshore wind if it's done responsibly
and reasonably, but this industry is moving at a reckless pace,” says Cindy Zipf, director of New Jersey–
based Clean Ocean Action, an advocacy group focused on coastal issues. Zipf says that there are no plans
for pilot projects that might help researchers address some of the concerns raised by the new radar
interference study, as well as ongoing ones raised by the commercial fishing industry. The federallymanaged waters in the Atlantic, where the proposed wind farms are located, are also home to important
fisheries, including sea scallops, squid, and surf clams. Commercial fishing groups fear their boats will be
forced around the turbines, some of which now stand 850 feet tall and produce 15 megawatts of power,
enough for 15,000 homes when fully operating. “We have no pilot projects to really assess what it will
mean,” Zipf says. “There's just been great enthusiasm for this new industry without any real transparency
into what the consequences are of this massive new industrialization of the ocean.” Others believe that the
radar interference problem can be solved before the new big offshore wind projects go online—and that
these ideas need to be tested in the real world. “In order to learn more about offshore wind in the US, we
need to start building offshore wind in the US,” says Erin Baker, professor of industrial engineering and
operations research at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, who has studied the climate and
economic benefits of wind power.She argues that wind power is necessary if society is going to put a dent
in carbon emissions and slow the disastrous effects of climate change. “We are in a climate emergency,”
she says. “We've got to get started.” Source : wired
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

UK Turns Away Ukraine Refugees At Port Of Calais - Reuters March 6, 2022
by Sudip Kar-Gupta (Reuters)

French Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin urged Britain on Sunday to do more to help Ukrainian refugees
stuck in the French port of Calais, saying British officials were turning many away due to not having the
necessary visas or paperwork.
“I have twice contacted twice my British counterpart, I told her to set up a consulate in Calais,” Darmanin
told Europe 1 radio, referring to British Home Secretary Priti Patel.
“We have good relations with (Patel). I am sure she is a decent person. I am sure she will solve this
problem,” he added.
Darmanin said hundreds of Ukrainian refugees had arrived at Calais in the last few days, hoping to join
family in the UK, but that many had been turned away by British officials and told to obtain visas at UK
consulates in Paris or Brussels.
Darmanin and Patel have clashed in the past over how France and Britain tackle the issue of migrants –
many from Africa and the Middle East – risking their lives by crossing the English Channel in makeshift
dinghies.
Migration is a sensitive issue in Britain, where Brexit campaigners told voters that leaving the European
Union would mean regaining control of borders. London has in the past threatened to cut financial
support for France’s border policing if it fails to stem the flow of migrants.
Last November, 27 migrants died when they tried to cross the English Channel in a dinghy.
(Reporting by Sudip Kar-Gupta Editing by Raissa Kasolowsky, Reuters)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Embassies work around the clock to repatriate hundreds of seafarers
stranded in Ukrainian waters by Sam Chambers Sam Chambers March 7, 20220
State Border Guard Service of Ukraine
https://splash247.com/embassies-work-around-the-clock-to-repatriate-hundreds-of-seafarers-stranded-inukrainian-waters/
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

There’s no such thing as a grouchy old person. The truth is that once you get
old, you stop being polite and start being honest
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Major international conference at the National Museum of the Royal Navy
CONFERENCE ON THE HERITAGE OF DOCKYARDS AND HISTORIC SHIPS 9-11 JUNE 2022

In June, the Society is sponsoring a major international conference at the National Museum of the Royal
Navy, Portsmouth, in partnership with the Naval Dockyards Society.
The conference features an impressive array of speakers, with keynote addresses from Sir Neil Cossons
(former chair of English Heritage and director of the National Maritime Museum), Dr Anthony Firth and
Professor Andrew Lambert. We hope that many SNR members and forum members will wish to attend
this event, especially as it has been timed to 'dovetail' with our AGM and dinner on Saturday 11 June.
Details of the programme and booking information can be found at https://navaldockyards.org/news/.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Cargo ship sinks off Odessa after explosion, crew members missing - ship manager
The Estonian-owned cargo ship HELT sunk on Thursday off the Ukrainian port of Odessa after an
explosion, the vessel’s manager said. Two crew members were in a life raft at sea while four others were
unaccounted for, Igor Ilves, managing director of Tallinn-based manager Vista Shipping Agency, told
Reuters. "The vessel has finally sunk," he said. "Two of the crew are in a raft on the water and four others
are missing. I don’t know where they are at the moment."Ilves said the vessel might have struck a mine.
Source : Reuters Reporting by Jonathan Saul; editing by Raissa Kasolowsky
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Struggling to get your wife’s attention, just sit down & look comfortable
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN GUILTY OF LOOKING AT OTHERS YOUR
OWN AGE AND THINKING, SURELY, I CAN'T LOOK THAT OLD?
WELL......YOU'LL LOVE THIS ONE!
MY NAME IS ALICE SMITH AND I WAS SITTING IN THE WAITING ROOM FOR MY FIRST
APPOINTMENT WITH A NEW DENTIST. I NOTICED HIS DENTAL DIPLOMA, WHICH BORE
HIS FULL NAME.
SUDDENLY, I REMEMBERED A TALL, HANDSOME, DARK HAIRED BOY WITH THE SAME
NAME HAD BEEN IN MY SECONDARY SCHOOL CLASS SOME 30-ODD YEARS AGO.
COULD HE BE THE SAME GUY THAT I HAD A SECRET CRUSH ON, WAY BACK THEN?
UPON SEEING HIM, HOWEVER, I QUICKLY DISCARDED ANY SUCH THOUGHT.
THIS BALDING, GREY HAIRED MAN WITH THE DEEPLY LINED FACE WAS FAR TOO OLD
TO HAVE BEEN MY CLASSMATE. AFTER HE EXAMINED MY TEETH, I ASKED HIM IF HE
HAD ATTENDED MORGAN PARK SECONDARY SCHOOL .
'YES, YES I DID. I'M A MORGANNER! 'HE BEAMED WITH PRIDE.
'WHEN DID YOU LEAVE TO GO TO COLLEGE?' I ASKED
HE ANSWERED, IN 1965. WHY DO YOU ASK?
'YOU WERE IN MY CLASS!' I EXCLAIMED.
HE LOOKED AT ME CLOSELY.
THEN THE UGLY, OLD, BALD, WRINKLED, FAT ARSED, GREY HAIRED, DECREPIT,
BASTARD ASKED, …………………………>>>>>>>>>>>>>>.
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'WHAT DID YOU TEACH?'
_____________________________________________________________________________________

160 ROBOTS, 3,000 EMPLOYEES, 5 DAYS TO A COMPLETED CAR
This one is probably more for blokes but it is also impressive for girls.
Henry Ford - Look at this & weep. This is the future The TESLA Assembly Plant (from a roll of metal to 4-wheels)
The only factory in North America, located just east of Reno, Nevada, plus another just-announced actory
in Austin, Texas.
This is how the car is assembled. Quite amazing! Note how few employees are involved in this assembly
process.
Also, note that most of the components for the car a re built in house.
There're few parts suppliers involved. The car is built all under one roof! Things are changing.
www.youtube.com/embed/8_lfxPI5ObM?rel=
_____________________________________________________________________________________

A FLORIDA COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY
In Florida, an atheist created a case against Easter and Passover Holy days. He hired an attorney to bring a
discrimination case against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days. The argument was
that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized days.
The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the lawyer, the
judge banged his gavel declaring, "Case dismissed!"
The lawyer immediately stood and objecting to the ruling saying,
"Your honour, How can you possibly dismiss this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and others.
The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other atheists have no such
holidays..."
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But you do. Your client, counsellor, is woefully ignorant."
The lawyer said," Your Honour, we are unaware of any special observance or holiday for atheists."
The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is April Fool's Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in his
heart, there is no God.' Thus, it is the opinion of this court, that, if your client says there is no God, then
he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day.
The Court is adjourned...
_____________________________________________________________________________________

I was out fishing with Dean
Martin when I caught a giant
eel.
I said, "What species is this,
Dean?”
"That's a moray..."
____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

STEVEN (age 3) hugged and kissed his Mom good night. 'I love you so much that when
you die I'm going to bury you outside my bedroom window.'
BRITTANY (age 4) had an earache and wanted a pain killer. She tried in vain to take the
lid off the bottle. Seeing her frustration, her Mom explained it was a child-proof cap and
she'd have to open it for her. Eyes wide with wonder, the little girl asked: 'How does it
know it's me?'
SUSAN (age 4) was drinking juice when she got the hiccups. 'Please don't give me this juice
again,' she said, 'It makes my teeth cough.'
DJ (age 4) stepped onto the bathroom scale and asked: 'How much do I cost?'
DJ (age 4) stepped onto the bathroom scale and asked: 'How much do I cost?'
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
____________________________________________________________________________________________

That’s all from me now folks.

Stay Safe Shipmates
Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care.

Yours Aye,
Malcolm
Malcolm Mathison
Past National Chairman
Merchant Navy Association
Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: R546060@aol.com
www.mna.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1135661
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