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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of
companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea
Hi Shipmates,
Please find below more snippets of information since circular #01 was published 8th March 2022.
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News
Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not
forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access.

MNA National Contact Points
Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk
Secretary, David Parsons Tel: 01935 414 765 Email: secretary@mna.org.uk
Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk
Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875 Email: membership@mna.org.uk
MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom Tel 0121 244 0190
shop@mna.org.uk
Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner, fullahead@mna.org.uk Tel 01889 585 588

Change of Address???? If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, Email or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:membership@mna.org.uk, secretary@mna.org.uk, events@mna.org.uk, R546060@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Caption Competition … your thoughts please
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
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Italy Arrests Russian Yachts Worth $115M
Italian police have seized villas and yachts worth at least 140 million euros ($153 million) from four highprofile Russians who were placed on an EU sanctions list following Moscow’s attack on Ukraine, sources
said on Saturday. A police source said a villa owned by billionaire businessman Alisher Usmanov on the
Mediterranean island of Sardinia, and a villa on Lake Como owned by state TV host Vladimir Soloviev,
had both been seized.
In addition, sources confirmed that yachts belonging to Russia’s richest man, Alexey Mordashov, and
Gennady Timchenko, who has close tied with Russian President Vladimir Putin, were impounded
overnight in northern Italian ports. Russian oligarchs are believed to have bought numerous villas in
choice Italian locations over the past 20 years and sources said more assets were expected to be seized in
coming days as Western states implement massive sanctions to try to force Russia to withdraw from
Ukraine. Italian banks were instructed by the Bank of Italy’s financial intelligence division on Friday to
urgently let it know of all measures taken to freeze the assets of people and entities placed on the EU list.
Uzbekistan-born metals and telecoms tycoon Usmanov is well known in Italy for owning multiple
properties on Sardinia, while Italian media say Mordashov owned a villa worth some 66 million euros
($72 million) on the same island. Taking into account the assets of his whole family, Forbes magazine
estimates that Mordashov had an estimated net worth of $29.1 billion before sanctions hit.
His 65 meter (215 ft) yacht the “LADY M” had a price tag of 65 million euros and was impounded in the
northwest port of Imperia, while Timchenko’s boat Lena was worth some 50 million euros and was seized
in nearby Sanremo, a judicial source said. Timchenko made a fortune in oil trading and has been
described by Putin as one of his closest associates. Soloviev reportedly complained on Russian television
when he found out last month that he risked losing his Italian villa. “Suddenly someone makes a decision
that this journalist is now on the list of sanctions. And right away it affects your real estate. Wait a
minute. But you told us that Europe has sacred property rights,” he was quoted saying by The Daily
Beast. Source : Reuters
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Special recognition for lifeboat crews to mark Platinum Jubilee By Jess Ilse
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution will reward 4,500 volunteers and frontline staff with a special
Platinum Jubilee medal in recognition of the 69,212 lives that have been saved throughout The Queen’s
reign. “I am delighted to see so many RNLI volunteers and staff being recognised by this prestigious
award alongside other frontline members of the emergency services, prison services and the Armed
Forces,” said its Chief Executive, Mark Dowie, in a statement. The Platinum Jubilee Medal will be
awarded to the frontline workers and volunteers, as noted by Dowie, to those with five consecutive years
of service under their belt. “The Platinum Jubilee medal follows a long history of awarding medals to
mark Royal Jubilee celebrations, and this is the fourth medal under Her Majesty The Queen’s reign,” said
Dowie. “It is a testament to the selflessness and dependability of our people that many have served the
RNLI long enough to have been awarded all four Jubilee medals. My congratulations and thanks go to all
the recipients and our thousands of other volunteers and staff who work tirelessly to deliver our essential
lifesaving services in our mission to save everyone.”
The Institution notes that The Queen conducted her first engagement with them on 27 June 1949, visiting
the station in St Helier in Jersey. Her most recent visit was in 2013, with a visit to the St Ives Lifeboat
Station. During her Silver Jubilee in 1977 and her Golden Jubilee in 2002, The Queen attended naming
ceremonies for lifeboats. The Queen has been patron of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution since
1952, following in her father’s footsteps, as King George VI had been the Institution’s first patron. The
Platinum Jubilee Medal is the fourth medal presented during The Queen’s reign. She previously awarded
medals during her Silver Jubilee, her Golden Jubilee, and her Diamond Jubilee to those in the Armed
Forces, emergency services, prison services, and living recipients of the George Cross and the Victoria
Cross, as well as members of the Royal Household with one year of service. Source : royalcentral
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ukraine sinks its under-repair navy ship Hetman Sahaidachny to prevent
Russians from capturing it
The HETMAN SAHAIDACHNY was the pride of the Ukrainian Navy, she had a 100mm deck gun,
smaller guns, anti-submarine grenade launchers, torpedo tubes, and a helicopter As the Russian invasion
of Ukraine continues, the Ukrainian Navy’s flagship HETMAN SAHAIDACHNY (U 130) was seen in a
partially submerged state. According to reports, Ukraine has sunk its own frigate in an attempt to prevent
Russia from securing a major propaganda win. As there are fears that Russia may capture the port city
Odessa, Ukraine does not want Russia to lay its hands on the ship as a major battlefield trophy. Images of
the sunk vessel appeared on social media … which the ship is shown sitting half-submerged on
displacement Krivak III/Menzhinskiy class frigate and it is insufficient to take on Russia’s mammoth
Black Sea fleet. But if in case Russia seizes it, this would gain a major propaganda win to Russia ,,,.
Confirming the development, Ukrainian defense minister … has said, “The commander of the flagship of
the Ukrainian Navy followed the order to flood the ship so that the HETMAN SAHAIDACHNY frigate,
which was under repair, would not fall into the hands of the enemy. It is hard to imagine a more difficult
decision for a courageous soldier and crew.” The minister added that in the future Ukraine will build a
new fleet, “modern and powerful.” HETMAN SAHAIDACHNY was supposedly the pride of the
Ukrainian Navy. The ship had a 100mm deck gun, smaller guns, anti-submarine grenade launchers,
torpedo tubes, and a helicopter. The ship had taken an active part in ‘Operation Active Endeavour’ in the
Mediterranean Sea, aimed to prevent the movement of terrorists. It has also taken part in NATO’s
“Operation Ocean Shield,” an anti-piracy campaign off the Horn of Africa. This ship was decimated in
the Crimean war of 2014, after which Ukraine had lost its primary base in Sevastopol, 12 of its 17 major
surface combatants, most of its naval aviation assets, as Russia had annexed the Crimea peninsula. The
main centers for repair, maintenance, training, and depot facilities had gone under the control of Russian
forces. The frigate was not active at present, as it was undergoing repairs and modernization work at
Mykolayiv Shipyard in Mykolayiv, also known as Nikolaev Meanwhile, a large flotilla of Russian ships
near Crimea is seen in some videos on Twitter. The fleet includes eight Russian tank landing ships, which
were previously used for a landing between Berdyansk and Mariupol source : OPindia
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Today 150 years ago the first seagoing vessel passed through the New
Waterway.
Although some fishing vessels had
used the New Waterway before, the
9th of March 1872 is always
considered the official opening date.
The vessel concerned was the
paddle steamer RICHARD YOUNG
owned by the Great Eastern
Railway Company, sailing on a
regular service between Rotterdam
and Harwich. She departed from
Rotterdam at around 11:00 and
reached the sea at around 13:30
local time with a draft of 29 decimeters. Without any doubt the port and city of Rotterdam could only
develop into its present size thanks to the New Waterway. For further reading (in Dutch) please look at:
http://historischhoekvanholland.nl
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Covid cruise saga
A 35-day cruise to the Caribbean has ended mid-voyage after
an unconfirmed number of Covid cases were reported on
board the ship. The Spirit of Adventure set sail from the UK
on 22 February, but it is returning to Southampton due to
strict entry requirements at its destination, cruise operator
Saga said. All customers will be refunded.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UBER BOAT TO GET TWO ADDITIONAL CATAMARANS FOR
THAMES SAILINGS
UK operator Uber Boat by Thames Clippers has placed an
order for two additional catamaran ferries to be built by The
Wight Shipyard Company of Cowes on the Isle of Wight. The
vessels will be operated on Uber Boat’s Thames commuter
and sightseeing lines. As with their earlier sisters, a hybrid
design will allow the new ferries to operate solely on battery
power to transport both commuters and sightseers along the Thames throughout the capital’s central zone
between the Tower Bridge and Battersea Power Station piers and recharge while using bio-fuel power
outside of Central London. The technology is not reliant on shore-based charging. Instead, the new boats
will use excess power from their bio-fuel engines to recharge their batteries for the Central London
stretch. Source : Baird Maritime
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russian Oligarch Fails To Pay Superyacht Crew By Jonathan Browning
(Bloomberg) Alisher Usmanov’s superyacht will languish in a dock in Hamburg after its crew and
captain walked after European Union and U.S. sanctions made it diffiuclt to pay their wages. The last of
the usually 80-strong staff on the DILBAR, who crewed for the sanctioned billionaire, left the 156-meter
yacht Monday, according to people familiar with the matter. A slimmed-down crew, employed by
Luerssen, which built the ship in 2016, will remain on the boat, they said. The yacht, named after
Usmanov’s mother and the world’s largest by volume, had been undergoing refitting in the northern
German city. ………………….
Source : Bloomberg –With assistance from Brian Chappatta
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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High praise for South African seafarers following location of 'Endurance'
wreck
Local team proud to be part of this historic
milestone –
The Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust
announced that the wreck of Sir Ernest
Shackleton’s ship ‘ENDURANCE lost in 1915,
has been located successfully in the Weddell Sea
A multinational team of experts aboard the South
African Antarctic Supply Vessel ‘SA AGULHAS
II’ departed Cape Town on 5th February on the
Endurance22 Expedition.
Onboard the vessel, 43 local seafarers under
Captain Knowledge Bengu would provide critical support to the expedition team. Donald Lamont,
Chairperson of the Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust, in a letter to Captain Bengu highlighted the
essential role played by the South African ship:
“As we began planning this expedition, we looked no further than South Africa for the ship we needed
and for the Master, Ice Pilot and crew who could get us to where we are get us to where we are today.
You have ensured that our expedition team had the right platform in the right place and at the right time.
This is your success and that of those who serve under you.”
This sentiment was echoed by
Expedition Leader Dr John Shears
who noted that the Officers and Crew
of the ‘SA AGULHAS II’ had been
“simply outstanding”; going on to
thank all partners especially in South
Africa who played a vital role in the
success of the expedition. The SA
AGULHAS II’ is owned by the South African Department of
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) and the vessel is
managed on their behalf by local company AMSOL. As the leading
employer of South Africa seafarers, AMSOL ensured that client
requirements were met over months of pre-voyage planning that
included the implementation of stringent COVID19 prevention
protocols, a seafarer vaccination programme, as well as local
procurement to supply the vessel and specific Endurance22
Expedition requirements. The company was also able to
provide training berths for five South African Cadets
during the voyage; exposing these young men and women
beginning their career at sea to a once in a lifetime
experience. AMSOL’s Chief Executive Officer Paul
Maclons:“Since 2019, we have been proud to be part of the
team involved in the quest to locate the wreck; a unique
project that drew on expertise from across our company.
On the occasion of this historic milestone I would like to
congratulate the Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust and the
Endurance22 Expedition team. I extend my thanks to
Captain Knowledge Bengu, Officers, Crew and AMSOL
support personnel for their professionalism and
commitment to the objectives of this voyage.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Barring Russian Ships from Rotterdam ‘Not on Table’ for Now
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said that barring Russian ships from the port of Rotterdam was “not on
the table” for now, since any such move would have to be decided at a European level. Rutte made the
comments to reporters, while on a visit to Paris, where he will meet French President Emmanuel Macron.
Oil prices rose towards $130 a barrel on Wednesday, supported by concern of a potential supply shock as
the United States banned Russian oil imports and amid signs that some buyers are already steering clear.
O/ROn Tuesday, U.S. President Joe Biden had imposed an immediate ban on Russian oil and other
energy imports in retaliation for the invasion of Ukraine, amid strong support from American voters and
lawmakers, even though the move will drive up U.S. energy prices. Source : Reuters (Reporting by Leigh
Thomas;Editing by Sudip Kar-Gupta)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UK to inject £4 billion into shipbuilding to deliver 150 naval and civil vessels
The shipbuilding fund was originally announced in 2020 but the strategy has been
refreshed, with Boris Johnson set to mention "rising Russian aggression".
The UK will inject £4 billion into regional shipbuilding to deliver more than 150 new naval and civil
vessels over the next 30 years, the government said.
The investment will "galvanise" shipyards and suppliers across the country, Downing Street said. Boris
Johnson will announce the investment at a Merseyside dockyard on Thursday, although the fund for the
new vessels was first announced in the 2020 Spending review and then the 2021 Autumn Budget. The
Ministry of Defence (MoD) is also set to publish its refreshed National Shipbuilding Strategy, which will
reveal how the government plans to support shipyards across the nation to upskill workers, drive
technology development, create jobs and ensure the industry "delivers on next-generation challenges",
Downing Street said. It added that the strategy will also build on the UK's "increased support for
European defence capability in the face of rising Russian aggression". British defence giant Babcock has
been chosen as Poland's preferred partner to deliver three new warships based on the UK's Type 31
design. The prime minister said shipbuilding has been "in our blood for centuries", and it should remain
"at the heart of British industry of generations to come". "The National Shipbuilding Strategy will
transform this important and crucial industry, creating jobs, driving technology development and
upskilling the shipbuilders of tomorrow, ensuring we are levelling up across every dock, port and
shipyard in the UK," he said. "This will ensure the UK is rightly seen as a shipbuilding power across the
world."This investment will be used to "match fund research and development in zero emission vessels
and infrastructure and ensure our place as global leader in green technology", No 10 said. Defence
Secretary Ben Wallace said: "As shipbuilding tsar, I am proud to be announcing our new strategy, this is
an exciting time to be involved in the sector.
"With significant government investment, we will be levelling up across our shipbuilding, workforce,
from shipyard to supplier, from procurement to designer, creating tens of thousands of new employment
opportunities, boosting living standards and pay.
"Our refreshed strategy will see the sector galvanised at a crucial time for our economy and see a vital
part of British industry expand and flourish." However, Labour's shadow defence procurement minister,
Chris Evans, said the government is "failing to ensure ships are built in the UK and to secure local jobs".
He said there are a fifth fewer ships in the UK's surface fleet than in 2010 and although he welcomed the
30-year plan "this strategy does not address the MoD's deep-seated issues which mean none of its major
shipbuilding programmes are on time or on budget". "With growing threats and Russian aggression, our
steel industry and shipyards are essential to national security," Mr Evans added.
"Labour is committed to a 'British built by default' approach to defence procurement which would build
resilience in our supply chains and protect our security. Maritime UK welcomed the refreshed strategy,
with chairwoman Sarah Kenny saying shipbuilding communities can now "power the future prosperity of
our island nation, as green engines for economic growth”. There are currently 42,600 jobs supported by
shipbuilding across the UK, and it contributes more than £2.8bn to the economy, No 10 said.
Source : Sky News
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Crews Start Abandoning Ships In Ukraine By Ann Koh (Bloomberg)
Some shipowners have begun to ask crew to abandon their ships stuck off the coast of Ukraine, as
Russia’s invasion of its neighbour reached the end of its second week. M.T. Maritime has evacuated 22
Filipino seafarers from its oil-products tanker MTM Rio Grande, leaving the vessel unmanned and
moored at Nika-Tera port in Ukraine, the company said in an e-mailed reply to queries. The crew are
currently in Romania waiting for a flight back to the Philippines, it said. Ukraine’s ports closed on
February 24, when Russian troops began their incursion. At least five out of 140 ships stuck in the
country’s waters have been hit by explosions, killing a Bangladeshi seafarer.
As intense fighting and shelling continues across cities in Ukraine — a key grains exporter — ship
owners are grappling with dwindling food supplies and the possibility of a protracted war, according to
people with knowledge of ships in the area. That’s forcing some owners to ask their crew to abandon
vessels, they said. More than 1,000 seafarers are estimated to be onboard ships stranded in Ukraine, some
with cargo still onboard. The vessels — which include tankers, bulkers, cargo ships and a container vessel
— aren’t able to leave because there aren’t harbour pilots to guide them out amid danger from missiles
and underwater mines. “We understand some ships may have been laid up,” said a spokeswomen for the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), an agency of the United Nations, without providing further
details. Source : Bloomberg L.P.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Osprey Ferry Kielder Water
Hi I am fortunate
enough to have one
of the best jobs
going at the
moment. I get to
Skipper a small
passenger ferry on
Kielder water in
North
Northumberland.
Kielder water lies
how to get one
pajust south of the Scottish border and is surrounded by a man-made working forest of mostly coniferous
trees. The reservoir is the biggest in northern Europe and has enough water to give every person on the
planet seven gallons of water each. The bed is the original path of the North Tyne River through a valley
that was originally named by the Vikings. There is a free to enter visitor centre at Tower Knowe that tells
the story of the dam construction and the building of the hydro-electric plant that this feeds.
The vessel itself was built in 1991 and is currently MCA certified for 60 passengers and 2 crew. We have
just completed an extensive re-fit and the vessel has now been brought up to 21st century standards. We
now boast free wifi and a freshly ground coffee. We will be looking toward providing food in the future
but at the moment it is only a cold snack service.
We are currently operating a tour from our main holiday park at Kielder Waterside. We have changed
from the historical tour route and now cover some of the not too familiar parts of the lake in an effort to
‘get off the beaten track’ a little and give the passage even more startling views of the surrounding hills
and countryside.
I served in the MN for some time and I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of Northumbrian
Water to offer a discounted ticket service to Veterans and MNA members. It would be great to see you if
you are in this part of the world. Please use code MNA2022 when booking for a 25% discount.
I have included a link below to show some of the attractions available.
Kielder Water & Forest Park Development Trust | Kielder Waterside
Best Regards Shipmates and please stop by the wheelhouse for a chat.
Andy Young
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Lloyd’s Register withdraws services to Russia
Lloyd's Register, based on the latest legislative requirements taking effect in the United Kingdom, the
European Union and United States, has confirmed that it will disengage from the provision of all services
to Russian owned, controlled or managed assets or companies. LR will be communicating directly with
all affected parties
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The SEAWAY OSPREY

The SEAWAY OSPREY under command of Capt Pawel Karczewski entered the Singapore Strait from
the east with as cargo the new Crane for Fred. Olsen Windcarrier's BOLD TERN Offshore wind
installation services company Fred. Olsen Windcarrier said earlier that a new Huisman-built was shipped
from China to Singapore where it will be installed on its BOLD TERN jack-up vessel. With this new
crane, BOLD TERN is capable of installing the next generation of offshore wind turbines," FOWC said.
Jan Sand Schanke-Jørgensen, COO, Fred. Olsen Windcarrier says: “With the lifting capabilities, extended
outreach, and flexible onboard storage capacity offered by this crane, we will be able to support nextgeneration wind farm construction in an optimally efficient manner. We are looking forward to
continuing working with Huisman in the next stages of the project.” The company said that the upgrade
of the vessel “BOLD TERN” was ongoing with expected completion in Q2 2022. Rystad Energy recently
said that the growing offshore wind ambitions across the globe along with ever-growing turbines, could
soon pose a problem as there doesn't seem to be enough vessels to meet the growing demand for the
installation of these giant offshore wind turbines.
According to Rystad Energy, the demand will outpace the supply of capable vessels very soon, by 2024.
"As the energy transition accelerates, demand for offshore wind turbine installation vessels worldwide,
excluding China, will rocket from 11 vessel years in 2021 to almost 79 vessel years by 2030. The need for
installation vessels for turbines larger than 9 MW, which was nonexistent in 2019, will grow significantly
by the end of the decade and reach 62 vessel years in 2030," Rystad said.
With the demand growing, there has been an increase in orders for newbuild offshore installation vessels,
as well as for new, larger cranes to be installed on the existing fleet, such as with the BOLD TERN.
Demand for Vessels Capable of Installing Giant Offshore Wind Turbines to Outpace Supply by 2024,
Rystad Says Fred. Olsen Windcarrier Plans IPO. Eyes Fourth Installation Vessel . Seaway 7 (previously
OHT ) is one of the most experienced heavy transport vessel operators in the world, providing highly
engineered transportation solutions for the most demanding cargoes – safely and on time. We are known
for precision in project execution, but flexibility in everything else. This is why we see so many repeat
customers. The five open deck semi-submersible heavy transportation vessels; EAGLE, FALCON,
HAWK, SEAWAY OSPREY and ALBATROSS are suitable for dry transportation of offshore wind
foundations, offshore modules and all other oversized floating and non-floating cargoes.
Photo’s : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Italy Seizes Russian Billionaire Melnichenko’s Sailing Yacht A
_____________________________________________________________________________________

8

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #04
1st April 2022

Pulse

The New Major Vessel for CalMac’s Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Service
naValue is committed to continuously improving the
operational and environmental performance of its products
for the marine industry.
With the innovative, bespoke and efficient design of the New
Islay Ferry we managed to cut fuel consumption and
emissions by 40% while still increasing vehicle capacity
compared to the reference vessel - a significant contribution
to an ecological and economical life-line ferry service.
Our Scope:
· Concept Development incl. Tender General Arrangement
· Interior Design
· Exterior Styling and 3D Visualisation –
· Hydrodynamics │ Stability │ Model Tests
· In-depth Propulsion Concept Studies for Minimum Environmental Impact
· Ship-Shore Interface
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Evergreen Line stops its operations to and from Odessa, Novorossiysk and St.
Petersburg
Due to the recent developments in Ukraine and Russia, Evergreen Line has announced that its operations
in the area are disrupted and ability to complete the carriage of consignments to some destinations is
obstructed, therefore: Booking acceptance to and from Odessa, Ukraine and Novorossiysk, Russia is to be
suspended with immediate effect until further notice. Booking acceptance to & from St. Petersburg,
Russia is suspended with immediate effect until further notice whilst the company evaluates the
operational feasibility. Source : Portnews
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Norwegian Escape Cruise Ship Grounds off Dominican Republic
PUBLISHED MAR 14, 2022 8:41 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE
[Brief] Norwegian Cruise Line’s 165,000 gross ton cruise
ship the Norwegian Escape went aground this afternoon as it
was departing the Dominican Republic. Officials are
reporting that the ship is safe and that tugboats have been sent
to investigate the situation.
The 1,092-foot long ship departed Port Canaveral on
Saturday, March 12 for a seven-day cruise to the Caribbean.
Puerto Plata was the ship’s first port of call and according to
the report she was departing in windy conditions and as she
Norwegian Escape grounded leaving
came out of the harbor grounded. Passengers reported feeling
Puerto Plata (supplied)
a “thud” and said the ship was currently “leaning” to her port
side. At last report, she has been stuck for at least two hours,
with passengers saying on social media that the ship will remain in its current position overnight.
Tug can be seen around her while spectators are gathering onshore. It is unknown how many passengers
were aboard the cruise. Her next scheduled port of call was St. Thomas, followed by Tortola and then
NCL’s private island in the Bahamas.
The grounding comes as the Dominican Republic was marking an upswing in cruise visits and
passengers. According to the newspaper El Atlantico, 11,700 cruise passengers visited the country’s two
ports last week aboard a total of seven cruise ships, a new peak for the winter season. Counting
crewmembers, over 18,600 foreigners arrived by cruise ship last week in the Dominican Republic.
Government officials were expected to brief the media this evening about the grounding of the Norwegian
Escape and the efforts to refloat the cruise ship.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Evergreen Containership Aground Near Baltimore
PUBLISHED MAR 14, 2022 4:08 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE
One of Evergreen Marine’s
large containerships, the
12,118 TEU Ever
Forward grounded
overnight on the
Chesapeake Bay shortly
after departing Baltimore,
Maryland bound for
Norfolk, Virginia. The U.S.
Coast Guard Fifth District
reports that the vessel
remains aground while they
are coordinating with the
shipowner to refloat the
vessel. The 1,095 foot Ever
Ever Forward grounded last night after departing Baltimore
Forward, built in 2020,
(US Coast Guard 5th District photo)
departed Baltimore with
AIS data showing it was
traveling between 8 and 13 knots. The vessel was proceeding with a pilot aboard. The Coast Guard
reports that it was informed around 9:00 p.m. March 13 that the vessel was aground off Gibson Island in
the Craighill Channel.
Local experts on the Chesapeake Bay are suggesting that the vessel is outside the channel possibly having
missed a turn. Captain Matt Benehoff of the Annapolis School of Seamanship visited the site and in a
video on social media highlights the channel markers. They are reporting that the low water in the area
averages 24 feet and the vessel
normally draws 42 feet. Pictures show
the vessel heavily loaded.
The U.S. Coast Guard confirms that
there is no pollution or apparent
damage to the vessel but they are
continuing to monitor. They are also
investigating if there was a
mechanical failure. The Coast Guard
confirmed the ship is outside the main
shipping channel and is not a hazard
to other marine interests.
Tugboats from nearby Baltimore have
been dispatched and can be seen at the
vessel from the local TV channel
helicopter views of the area and the
U.S. Coast Guard teams are surveying the Ever Forward aground
grounding. Coast Guard personnel are
in the Chesapeake Bay (US Coast Guard 5th District photo)
on the scene assessing the situation to
try and determine the best way to
refloat the vessel.
Everyone remembers that just a year ago another of Evergreen Marine’s containerships, the larger Ever
Given, became stuck in the Suez Canal. Traffic was blocked for six days and the vessel remained in Egypt
for weeks while claims were settled. Last fall, she went into drydock in the Far East to repair damage
from the grounding and the effort to refloat the containership.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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International Ship Classification Body Withdraws Russia’s Membership
https://gcaptain.com/international-ship-classification-body-withdraws-russiasmembership/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-fb51a084a4139894965&mc_cid=fb51a084a4&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

1 In 5 Ukraine Seafarers Want To Return Home To Fight
https://gcaptain.com/ukraine-seafarers-return-home-to-fight/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03b2a588b290-139894965&mc_cid=b2a588b290&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MNWB Annual Award for Services to Seafarers' Welfare 2022 - Nominations
Tue, 15 Mar 2022 14:39
Dear Colleagues,
The Board has presented an annual award for Services to Seafarers’ Welfare since 1998. This is given in
recognition of exceptional service to the welfare of seafarers, either in a voluntary or professional
capacity.
Nominations are sought for this prestigious award, which is made annually to a person, or persons,
considered to have made a unique contribution to seafarers’ welfare over a prolonged period. Nominees
can be either salaried personnel or volunteers in the maritime charity sector. Nominations for the award
are to be made via the Award Nomination Form on the MNWB website using the following link:
https://www.mnwb.org/award_seafarers The closing date for nominations is Friday 29th July 2022. The
award will be announced on 29th September 2022, World Maritime Day. The Board kindly requests that
you do not inform a nominee of his or her nomination.
If you have any questions relating to the award, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,
Celia
Celia Jackson (Celia@mnwb.org.uk)

Don’t sit & do nothing, think who you know that you could nominate … and do it.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Drillship Breaks Moorings and Collides with Bulk Carrier in Pascagoula
By : Mike Schuler
A drillship broke free from its moorings in strong winds Saturday and collided with a moored bulk carrier
near the VT Halter shipyard and Chevron docks in Pascagoula, Mississippi. U.S. Coast Guard Sector
Mobile watchstanders received a report from the National Response Center at approximately 1:30 a.m. of
a collision between two vessels. The VALARIS DS 16, a 752-foot drillship, reportedly broke free of its
moorings due to high winds and collided with the bulk carrier AKTI. The drillship was reported have
approximately 580,000 gallons of diesel onboard and anchored while remained up against the AKTI, held
in place by three tug vessels. AIS data shows the vessels have been separated. Both the drillship and bulk
carrier were reported to have minor damage, along with some damage to the pier. There have been no
reports of injuries or pollution. The ship channel had previously been closed due to weather. Source :
gCaptain
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Two fires in two days rage through Durban container port
_____________________________________________________________________________________
10-year anniversary for Merchant Navy Fund - POSTED ON 16TH MARCH 2022
https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/10-year-anniversary-for-merchant-navy-fund
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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P&O Ferries sacks 800 workers but crew refuse to leave ships
By Josh Martin - Business reporter
See the video at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60779001
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Unions Slam P&O Ferries’ Abrupt ‘Mass Sacking’ of Seafarers
https://gcaptain.com/unions-slam-po-ferries-abrupt-mass-sacking/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03de76c34994-139894965&mc_cid=de76c34994&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Merchant Navy Association deplores the actions by the management of
P&O Ferries
The Merchant Navy Association deplores the actions by the management of P&O Ferries in evicting
highly experienced, loyal seafarers from their legal place of work. The heavy-handed use of security
personnel with handcuffs, to achieve this, would be rightly questioned, both legally and morally, in any
other part of the world.
Questions must also be asked about the safety aspects of putting aboard inexperienced crews with no
knowledge of the ships. These ferries carry large numbers of passengers and operate in some the busiest
shipping lanes in the world.
Until the 1980’s P&O had a long and proud tradition as one of the United Kingdom’s biggest shipping
companies but, over successive decades, various elements have all been asset stripped. The name P&O,
once synonymous with all that was best about the Merchant Navy, has now been brought into disrepute
by the actions of this company which has no connection to its forebearers. It’s support to the United
Kingdom is beyond reproach having lost 85 ships in the 1st World War and 179 ships in the 2nd World
War and more recently its involvement in the Falklands conflict.
Our thoughts, at this time, are with the 800 men and women who have lost their livelihoods. Our
concerns lie with the competency of the company’s management who have allowed this situation to occur
but, it seems, retained their own jobs at the expense of so many of the workforce.
Captain Ian Hodge M.Mar, MRIN, MNI
Chair, Merchant Navy Association Registered Charity No: 1135661
Email i.hodge@btinternet.com Mob 07725 995321
Home 01352 714805
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Petition to save the jobs of P&O Seafarers
Attempt to prevent future loss of jobs of MN seafarers.
I, and other members of the MNA Council, have signed the petition "Save P&O Jobs" and we are
circulating the link to as many of our members as possible.
This campaign is important and the more support we can get behind it, the better chance we have of
succeeding.
You can read more and sign the petition at
https://www.megaphone.org.uk/petitions/save-p-o-jobs-save-britain-s-ferries-1?share=90773969-b1e34709-88f7-ccb5f3fa46df&source=email-share-button&utm_source=email

If you agree with this petition, why not circulate the link on your social media!
_________________________________________________________________________
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National Maritime Museum - Falklands Oral History Project
In this fortieth anniversary year of the Falklands Conflict,
the National Maritime Museum is conducting a small project
to collect oral histories with veterans. We hope that by
recording first-hand testimony, we will preserve the memory
of the war, and those who served in it, for generations to
come. In particular, we are looking to speak to Merchant
Navy veterans, both officers and crewmembers. Though not
exclusively, we would be keen to hear from anyone who served aboard one of the following vessels:
Europic Ferry, Queen Elizabeth 2, Cordella, Farnella, Junella, Northella, Pict and any of the oil tankers
involved in replenishing the fleet. This is not an exhaustive list however and we would welcome
responses from any Merchant Navy veterans who would like to share their story. A final note – though we
would love to interview all respondants, we are a very small team and we regret that we will not be able
to interview everyone.
For anyone wishing to get in touch, you can contact us at mnproject@rmg.co.uk. Please include your
name and any information about your role in the Falklands. We also ask that you indicate any other oral
histories you may have recorded previously.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed Space Entry Regulation Changes
Many lives have been lost unnecessarily when seafarers or shore-based personnel enter enclosed
spaces on board ships.
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency, an executive agency of the United Kingdom working to prevent
the loss of lives at sea has recently published “The merchant shipping and fishing vessels (entry into
enclosed spaces) regulations 2022” which will come into
force on the 14th May 2022 for ships to which the safety of
life at sea (SOLAS) convention 1974 applies, and for other
ships, including fishing vessels, on the 14 May 2023 and
revoke the merchant shipping (entry into dangerous spaces)
regulations 1988.
The 2022 regulations place duties on ship owners, masters,
employers of seafarers and others to take measures to protect
seafarers among others, from the hazards of entering and or
working in enclosed spaces.
The regulations incorporates guidance published in international maritime organization (IMO) resolution
A/1050(27) entering enclosed spaces on board ships.
Full Details: The merchant shipping and fishing vessels (entry into enclosed spaces) regulations 2022 GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
The Club have issued a range of advice on enclosed spaces, which can be found below.
• Crew Incidents in Enclosed Spaces | UK P&I Club (ukpandi.com)
• Enclosed Space Entry - The International Group of P&I Clubs (igpandi.org)
• Lessons Learnt: Enclosed Space Fatality (ukpandi.com)
• Lessons Learnt: Enclosed space casualty refrigeration machinery (ukpandi.com)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ever Forward Re-floating Timeline Unclear Days After Grounding
https://gcaptain.com/ever-forward-refloating-plan-uncertain/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef038513b084aa-139894965&mc_cid=8513b084aa&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Prince William urged to intervene after P&O sackings
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/DisplayMessage?ws_popup=true&ws_suite=true
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Mischarted Pacific Islands: Henderson & Pitcairn - by Rick Spilman Mar 18, 2022
The Royal Navy patrol ship HMS Spey was on a mission to
check and update charts of waters around British Overseas
Territories scattered around the globe. It recently observed
that Henderson Island in the South Pacific is one mile
south of the position marked on charts used by mariners the
world over since 1937.

HMS Spey

The notes on the chart say that it was produced in 1937 from aerial photography, which implies that the
aircraft which took the photos was slightly off in its navigational calculations.
Now, one nautical mile is not very far off, particularly when determined by using a sextant. Only about 14
square miles in area, Henderson Island is also uninhabited and quite remote. It is one of four islands in the
Pitcairn chain. Chile lies 3,600 miles to the east and New Zealand 3,200 miles to the southwest.
To put the navigational error in a historical context, it is notable that Henderson Island is one of four
islands in the Pitcairn chain. Pitcairn Island, known as a refuge for mutineers from HMS Bounty in 1790,
proved to be, inadvertently, an excellent hiding place, due to a charting error.
When Pitcairn Island was first plotted in 1767 by Captain Philip Carteret in command of the British sloop
HMS Swallow, he made an error in its position of 3 degrees of longitude or 188 nautical miles to the west
of the island’s actual position. The error made the island devilishly tricky to find. Even the notable
navigator Captain James Cook failed to find it when he came looking in 1773.
Despite the Royal Navy dispatching ships to find the mutineers, they remained undetected for 18 years,
until discovered by the American sealing ship Topaz in 1808.
Thanks to Alaric Bond for contributing to this post.
The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Update:- Damage to Norwegian Escape Following Grounding Incident
Norwegian Cruise Line will end the current Norwegian Escape sailing early and cancel the following
cruise after the grounding of the ship in the Dominican Republic. The ship was refloated early Tuesday
and remains at a berth in Puerto Plata and is said to have some minor damage in need of further
inspection and repair. Guests disembarked between March 16-18 in Puerto Plata and will get a full
refund. All guests that booked flights through the cruise company will get new flights home, while
independent guests will be flown to Orlando via charter flights and then have the option of taking a bus to
Port Canaveral.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Passenger Jumps Overboard Carnival Cruise Ship Off Turks and Caicos
By : Emrys Thakkar
A male passenger from the CARNIVAL HORIZON cruise ship jumped overboard on Wednesday
evening, a search and rescue operation was launched. Hours after departing Grand Turk in the Turks and
Caicos Islands, it’s confirmed by Carnival Cruise Line that a passenger jumped overboard the
CARNIVAL HORIZON cruise ship. The vessel launched a search and rescue operation. Sadly it has been
confirmed that the man was found and has passed away. The vessel has been allowed by the US Coast
Guard to continue sailing toward Nassau, the next port of call. Carnival is providing support to the family.
…………………………. The overboard occurred at approximately 7:00 PM. A video has already been
posted of the search operation underway this evening. Source : cruisehive.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Ro-Ro ‘Al Salmy 6’ Capsizes and Sinks Off Iraq
A roll-on/roll-off vehicle carrier
belonging to Dubai-based Salem Al
Makrani Cargo Company capsized
and later sank in the Persian Gulf
about 30 miles from southern Iraq.
All but one the ship’s 30 crew
members have been rescued, Iran’s
official IRNA news agency said.
The ship is the UAE-flagged Al
Salmy 6, which was underway from
Dubai to Umm Qasr in southern
Iraq.

A spokesperson for Salem Al Makrani Cargo Company told
reporters that the ship experienced high winds and waves which
caused the vessel to capasize.
An Emirati ship is seen capsized 30 miles from Assaluyeh in the
Persian Gulf, Iran, March 17, 2022. Iran Ports
organization/WANA (West Asia News Agency)/Handout via
REUTERSIran Ports organization/WANA (West Asia News
Agency)/Handout via REUTERS
Many of the crew members made it into life rafts and two were
reported to be in the water, one of whom was rescued by a
nearby tanker.
Track of the Al Salmy 6 courtesy MarineTraffic.com
The last position received from the vessel was at 06:05 UTC, or
10:05 local time, with its status reported as “Not Under
Command”.
Al Salmy 6 was built in 1983 and is 16,021 gross tonnes.
The incident is the latest in a series of car carrier mishaps, the latest being the fire and sinking of
the Felicity Ace in the Atlantic Ocean. Other recent stability-related accidents have included the Golden
Ray in St. Simons Sound, Georgia and Modern Express in the Bay of Biscay.
Update:https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/salvors-call-for-dredges-and-tugs-to-free-stranded-everforward
Also, another ro-ro sinking! https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/iran-rescues-29-crew-from-roro-sinking-in-the-persian-gulf
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russian Super-Yacht Arrests Continue In Spain
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/DisplayMessage?ws_popup=true&ws_suite=true
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Russia stepping up naval activity in Black Sea
A senior US Defense Department official says that while the Russian advance toward Ukraine's capital,
Kyiv, remains stalled, there's been increased Russian naval activity in the Black Sea. The official briefed
reporters on Wednesday on the latest analysis of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The official said there
has been no significant progress in ground troops advancing on Kyiv from the north, northeast and
northwest, but there's been shelling from Russian warships in the Black Sea on towns outside the major
port city of Odesa. The official added that it's not surprising to see that the Russians are interested in
taking Odesa, given its strategic location, and suggested that by shelling the suburbs they could be
preparing for an amphibious assault. The official also revealed that Russian forces have so far launched
more than 980 missiles. Source : NHK-Japan
_____________________________________________________________________________________

P&O Ferries: No ships at Larne Port for week
It will be another week before P&O ships
can operate from Larne Port after the
ferry company sacked 800 staff, a
Stormont minister has said. Economy
Minister Gordon Lyons was speaking
after some crew members refused to
leave their ships. Private security officers
were sent onto a ship docked at Larne
Harbour in County Antrim, to remove
staff. The local MP said the tactics were
"Dickensian". P&O said without changes
RMT union said staff on board in Larne had been told to clear
the business "would not be viable".
their lockers and leave IMAGE SOURCE, PACEMAKER
The RMT union said staff at Larne had
been told to clear their lockers and leave,
but they had advised them to remain at their posts. They said crew members were being replaced with
agency staff.
An RMT spokesman said it was an "absolutely disgraceful way to treat loyal P&O staff who have worked
through the pandemic". One man who spoke to BBC News NI said he had been working with P&O since
2013 and said he "didn't think [he] was going to be hit with redundancy today". "We got basically calls
that there was a company representative coming," he said. “And security came on and made sure that we
got off the ship. "We went through a lot over the last two years with the pandemic and all that kind of
stuff but didn't think it would end like this."
Other workers who were told they had lost their jobs called the move "disgusting", while one said if they
had been told what was happening, "it wouldn't have been such a bitter pill to swallow". "We just found
out through social media. Basically, that it was a takeover, there was a new crew coming and all the P&O
vessels were tied up," one worker said. Mr Lyons said: "The company have informed us that it will be
another week before ships can operate from Larne Port.” Whilst customers have been directed to Belfast
Port in the short term, they will not have the capacity to ramp up operations in a sufficient manner to
accommodate demand. "With over half of all our freight moving through Larne Port, this announcement
will also cause supply problems for companies and supermarkets in Northern Ireland, as well as those
firms based here who sell to GB." The union said workers at the company were being replaced with
agency staff
'No redundancies in Larne'
Mr Lyons is a DUP assembly member for the east Antrim constituency in which Larne is located. He said
the chief executive of P&O had assured him "that there will be no redundancies in the Port of Larne and
that the company will be making an investment in the future to enhance the attractiveness of the port".
Sammy Wilson, the DUP MP for East Antrim, said he was "appalled" at the way the move had been
handled and that the company had done itself "reputational damage" through its actions. "We are in the
21st century and this is kind of Dickensian stuff that we are listening to here," he said. Infrastructure
Minister Nichola Mallon said she was "shocked" at P&O's decision and along with Mr Lyons called for
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the transport secretary to "take every possible step to save jobs and to maintain connectivity for
passengers and freight on Irish Sea routes". She sai d Stormont departments were working to "assess any
local impacts, especially for supply chains". Mickey Smith from the trade union, Nautilus, said he was
"utterly disgusted" at the treatment of staff.
P&O services scheduled included three between
Liverpool and Dublin and seven between Larne and
Cairnryan in Dumfries and Galloway. Earlier, P&O
said its survival was dependent on "making swift and
significant changes now". The ferry firm said the
"tough decision" was made to secure the future of the
business. Workers who left the EUROPEAN
CAUSEWAY will tell you that they weren't
The ferries were tied up on Thursday morning
expecting to be told they were losing their jobs.
Several of them took a bus to a security fence and
came through the gate trundling their suitcases with them after they made the decision to leave.
Many others decided to stay on board and defy their management. It's now confirmed that no P&O ships
are likely to sail for five to seven days whilst the situation sorts itself out. The queues of motorists hoping
to get on board from this morning have now gone and the terminal at Larne is largely empty. P&O ferries
say they are securing the company's future.
That's of little comfort to the seafaring staff who brought the European causeway into harbour, only to be
told to clear their lockers and go ashore. Amanda McMaw was due to travel from Larne to Cairnryan on
Saturday to visit family in Motherwell but said now "it's all a bit up in the air". "We haven't heard
anything directly from P&O ferries, all we've heard is what's been on the news and on social media," she
said.
"We are trying to get booked with an alternative ferry provider and hoping still to be able to travel on
Saturday but prices are going up and everything seems to be getting booked up quite quickly. “We’re not
sure what will happen with our current booking, whether that will be refunded."
The Deputy Mayor of Mid and East Antrim Council, Matthew Armstrong, said he did not believe that
Belfast port had the capacity to deal with overflow from Larne.
"There are several large supermarkets that exclusively use the port of Larne. There are many small
haulage firms who do similar and without someone stepping in with additional ferries, in the meantime,
things will begin to grind to a halt," he said. Seamus Leheny, of Logistics UK, said the move had
implications for perishable goods coming into NI. "The Larne - Cairnryan route handles around about a
quarter of the lorries that move between GB and Northern Ireland," he said. "Larne is the fastest sea
connection between Northern Ireland and GB and it makes it very appealing for perishable goods. "We
really need to focus on making sure whatever contingency plans that we have moving the freight onto
other routes into Belfast."
It is unclear whether Belfast port will be able to pick up the overflow of business.
Patricia Coulter from the Labour Relations Agency (LRA) said this is a "difficult situation" for those who
have been affected. Ms Coulter said it is "quite unusual to get something of this scale, and the immediacy
of it". "There is legislation in place to protect employees in situations where they are being made
redundant," she said. "It sets out very clearly what procedures and processes that must be followed and
what entitlements they have." P&O has said that its services will not operate for the "next few days", with
passengers told to use other companies. "In its current state, P&O Ferries is not a viable business," it said.
"We have made a £100m loss year on year, which has been covered by our parent DP World. "This is not
sustainable. Without these changes there is no future for P&O Ferries." source : BBC
Mutiny on the Humber! P&O Ferries captain draws up gangplanks and REFUSES to let new staff
board in Hull after bosses sent in heavies with handcuffs, sacked workers over Zoom and left
chaos at ports with services cancelled for up to 10 DAYS

Chaos for P&O Ferries as company suspends sailings and SACKS 800 staff with immediate
effect | Daily Mail Online
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Shipping sector urges passage for trapped crews in Ukraine
SHIPPING industry officials called for safe passage for hundreds of seafarers and their ships stuck in
Ukraine after Russia's invasion, reports Reuters. Ukrainian maritime officials told Reuters there are 100
foreign-flagged vessels and hundreds of mariners stranded in Ukrainian ports. "Multiple ships have been
hit by munitions, seafarers have been killed and injured and seafarers of all nationalities are trapped on
ships berthed in ports," said International Chamber of Shipping secretary general Guy Platten. "They
must be allowed to depart the area of conflict and avoid further humanitarian incident." Russia's military
took control of waterways in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov when it invaded on February 24.Ukraine
Russia of targeting Olvia port facilities in a missile strike, while Russia's embassy in Dhaka declared the
circumstances of the incident were being established
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Nederlandse Zeevarenden Centrale Sets Up Emergency Fund for Ukrainian
and Russian seafarers
The Dutch Seafarers’ Foundation (Nederlandse Zeevarendencentrale, NZC) has decided to set up an
emergency fund to help Ukrainian and Russian seafarers in desperate need. This emergency fund is
available for seafarers who are in urgent need of help due to payment problems with a blocked bank card.
The fund primarily aims to provide for basic needs, such as sim cards, hygiene products and other
practical necessities. These seafarers will be able to request support at any Dutch port, from the local
Seaman’s Mission or from a Ship Visitor. To sufficiently support as many seafarers as possible, NZC
calls upon other companies and organisations to follow their lead and contribute to this emergency fund!
For contributions, please contact Mr. Danielse (info@chdanielse.nl) or
penningmeester@zeevarendencentrale.nl . Read more on https://www.seafarersinitiative.com/
_____________________________________________________________________________________

A historical tug
The historical tug BIA (Bunker Installatie Amsterdam)
at the Museumwerf Vreeswijk slipway. Up for a wash
and a shave and inspection by the insurance. She is still
in very good shape and ready to celebrate her centenary.
The BIA is powered by a 2 cilinder Industrie engine type
2D4 with an output of 40 hp at 380 rpm. More at
www.sleepbootbia.nl
Photo : Ruud Muis – Aegis Marine ©
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ban on export of ship engines from US to Russia comes into effect
Russia imports ship engines manufactured by MAN, Wärtsilä, Rolls-Royce etc.
The United States’ embargo on export of ‘Luxury Goods’ including ship engines to Russia comes into
effect today, March 16. The list published by EC yesterday also includes passenger vessels of a value
exceeding EUR 50 000 each, as well as their accessories and spare parts. The restrictions cover cruise
ships, excursion boats and similar vessels principally designed for the transport of persons; ferry-boats of
all kinds. EU Regulation enters into force on the day following that of its publication in the Official
Journal of the European Union, that is March 15.
Russia imports ship engines manufactured by MAN, Wärtsilä, Rolls-Royce, Doen and Twin Disk
Arneson.
Besides, Russian companies say the following equipment is imported apart from main and auxiliary
engines: deck equipment, ballast water treatment systems, water distillers and desinfectors, propulsion
complexes, waste water treatment systems, fuel manifolds, refrigerating equipment, pumps and valves,
steering equipment, scrubbers and emission control catalyst. Source : portnews
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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One is the loneliest number – the enduring practice of the “on board bill of
lading” An original bill which has been carried on board has no practical value as evidence of title and
the practice remains inherently risky because of the difficulty in verifying which party is entitled to
possession of the cargo if none of the negotiated bills are available.
A fundamental premise
of international trade is that a shipowner can deliver against presentation of original bills of lading safe in
the knowledge that they are good evidence of the bill of lading holder’s title to the goods. However, one
of the corresponding problems with which the shipping industry continues to grapple is delay to original
bills of lading as they pass through banking chains.
Although electronic bills of lading or the
use of blockchain might offer elegant and safe solutions to this challenge, their use continues to be
relatively limited despite the emergence of several different platforms within the industry. Currently, the
International Group of P&I Clubs cover liabilities arising from the use of Bolero International Ltd, ETitle Authority Pte Ltd, GlobalShare S.A. (edoxOnline platform), CargoX, WAVE (WAVE Application),
TradeLens (TradeLens eBL) and essDOCS (CargoDocs platform). However, new platforms continue to
emerge such as Covantis (February 2021) and Minehub Trade Finance (November 2021).
Traditionally, bills of lading are produced in sets of three originals. The practice of carrying one original
bill on board was developed as one of the solutions to delays in the arrival of original bills and the
practice continues to this day. Superficially, it enables owners to “deliver against an original bill” and, in
theory, might therefore be thought to satisfy this technical legal requirement. However, precisely because
it has not passed through the banking chain nor will it have been negotiated and endorsed, an original bill
which has been carried on board has no practical value as evidence of title. In essence, this practice
remains inherently risky because of the difficulty which owners continue to face in verifying which party
is entitled to possession of the cargo if none of the negotiated bills are available on arrival at the disport.
In practice, if the other bills are stuck in the banking chain, it will most probably be a bank rather than a
local receiver who is the lawful holder of the bill as demonstrated by recent misdelivery litigation, for
example – The Navig8 Ametrine [2021] EWHC 3132 (Comm), The Miracle Hope [2021] Lloyds Rep
Plus 54, and The Nika[ 2020] EWHC 254 (Comm).
The International Group Clubs have
issued a number of member circulars over the years recommending that Members resist agreeing to this
practice and making it clear that P&I cover is, at best, discretionary for misdelivery claims where this
practice has been adopted. If Members feel compelled, for commercial reasons, to agree to the practice
the clubs recommend annotating all the original bills to ensure that anyone coming into possession of the
other bills is aware that delivery may be made against the bill that remains on board, rather than the bills
in their possession.
In this regard, Members should ensure that the following annotation is noted on all the original bills:
“One original bill of lading retained onboard against which bill delivery of cargo may properly be made
on instructions received by shippers/charterers. “Upon receipt of delivery instructions, Members should
also be careful to exercise due diligence to verify the identity of the party to whom the cargo is delivered
and to secure appropriate evidence that they have delivered to the party identified by the shippers or
charterers. However, there continues to be a material increase in the risk of misdelivery which will be for
the full value of the cargo in question because of the Master’s inability to verify the entitlement of the
party to whom he is delivering the cargo.
While the International Group Clubs have
agreed to and produced recommended wording for a Letter of Indemnity (LOI) for delivery of cargo
under a negotiable bill of lading without production, there is no International Group recommended
wording for an LOI for delivery against an onboard original bill. Members therefore continue to be
encouraged to resist requests to follow this practice so far as practicably and commercially possible.
Until digital bills of lading become the norm, Members will continue to face pressure to
discharge cargo either without production of the original bill(s) against a Letter of Undertaking or, as
described, carry one of three originals and provide such bill to the party designated by the shipper and/or
the charterer and deliver once the original is “presented” by that party. Whether delivery is without
presentation against an LOI or against an onboard bill – remember that in either event, such practice may
prejudice P&I cover. Source: GARD
AND YOU THOUGHT BEING A “CAPTAIN” WAS EASY
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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EVENTS
Trooping the Colour – Thursday, 2 June
Merchant Navy Veterans holding a recognised British Military medal and/or the Merchant Seafarers
Veterans’ badge are eligible to apply. Full details below:
The RBL will run a ballot for all those veterans who have served the Crown. If you are a veteran and
would like the chance to take a place in this historic event, please complete the form below and register
your details by 13 April 2022. Those who have been successful will be notified by email no later
than 22 April 2022. Tickets for currently serving personnel will be available via Ticket for Troops.
This is an exciting opportunity to be part of an historic occasion. Gates will open at 8.30am and guests
must be seated no later than 9.45am. You will be required to remain seated until around 1pm.
Criteria for the Veteran ballot
1. You must be ex-service military from the UK and Commonwealth that has served the Crown.
2. You can apply for a maximum of 2 tickets. You will be asked for the details of your plus one in the
next stage, if you are successful in the ballot
3. If you are successful, tickets are non transferable.
4. Only those who are successful in the ballot will be contacted in the next stage. If you have not been
contacted by 22nd April, please assume you have not been succes
To access the site – go to: https://www.rbl.org.uk/platinum-jubilee and down to bottom of page to
register. Ensure you put in the entry “You hold British Military medal (name which one(s) and/or the
Merchant Seafarers Veterans’ badge.

Falklands 40 - National Memorial Arboretum - Tuesday, 14 June
The Royal British Legion have advised that ticket applications will close on Friday, 29 April.
London Cenotaph Service & Parade – Sunday 13 November
The Association has applied for tickets, but we will not know until 10 June how many will be allocated.
As normal, tickets will be allocated, on a “First come, first served” basis, in case our allocation is
reduced so I suggest you should contact me, as soon as possible, to apply for a ticket. Merchant Navy
Veterans holding a recognised British Military medal and/or the Merchant Seafarers Veterans’ badge are
eligible to apply.
Regards,
Tim Brant
Events & Welfare Officer
Merchant Navy Association
28A Bassenhally Road, Whittlesey, Peterborough PE7 1RN
Tel: 01733 205001
Email: t.brant@talktalk.net
Website: www.mna.org.uk
Charity Reg. No. 1135661
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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A DELIBERATELY SABOTAGED PILOTLADDER
A few years ago, the fishery-inspection vessel of a European country wanted to conduct an inspection at
sea of a fishing vessel. The fishing vessel was ordered to prepare a pilot ladder to allow the inspector to
board the vessel.
When the inspector attempted to board the fishing vessel, both side ropes snapped simultaneously, and the
inspector could barely prevent himself from falling into the water. Should he have fallen onto the launch
backwards, he might have suffered long lasting physical damage.
The launch returned to the mothership and a short while after, another inspector boarded the fishing
vessel and ordered it to proceed back to port. In port the inspection was conducted, and the respective
pilot ladder was seized for investigation. On board of the inspecting-vessel the ladder was subjected to a
first visual inspection. During the visual inspection the crew of the inspecting-vessel drew the conclusion
that the side ropes looked like they were (partly) cut. Therefore, the decision was made to send the ladder
to a laboratory for thorough inspection and examination.
The photos show the respective pilot ladder
as well as close-up pictures taken from the
side ropes. The snapped side ropes have also
been microscopical examined.
Basically, there were two possibilities in this
case:
1. Side ropes snapped simultaneously due to
wear and tear
2. Side ropes were partly cut Since a major
portion of both side ropes had very sharp
ends on
laboratory came with the hypothesis that the
ropes had been partly cut and when weight
was put on them, the rest of the ropes
spontaneously snapped. A part of the side
ropes looked snapped, and a part looked cut.
Further examination showed that the
remainder of the side ropes were very
strong, despite the fact this was not an
official and certified pilot ladder, and
therefore damage due to wear and tear was
highly unlikely: a conclusion was that
should there have been no manipulation of
the side ropes, they would not have snapped
on that particular day.
The captain of the fishing vessel had to
answer to court following these conclusions.
The defendant claimed that the ladder had been damaged due to a collision between the launch used for
inspection and the pilot ladder. The court however did not agree on this statement, and followed the
conclusions of the examining laboratory. The court sentenced the captain to a sentence of 30 months
imprisonment in total. In the verdict the judge stated: it has been proven without reasonable doubt, that
the defendant had manipulated the side ropes to hamper or prevent inspection. The defendant had,
according to the court, a plausible interest by hampering or preventing inspection.
The inspector who suffered this accident, has not inspected any ships since the incident due to the mental
trauma he suffered, and he has been assigned to other duties within the ministry. Again, we see that
accidents on ladders can be very traumatically and can lead to long lasting physical and mental
consequences. Source : Arie Palmers- Maritime Pilot
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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China's Covid lockdown mania stymies manufacturing
NEW Chinese Covid lockdowns have pushed companies such as Toyota, Volkswagen and Apple supplier
Foxconn to pause some operations, reports Reuters. Several Chinese provinces and cities have increased
restrictions in the hopes of meeting Beijing's zero-tolerance Covid target, among them the southern
Chinese tech hub of Shenzhen. Shenzhen, China's Silicon Valley, is carrying out mass testing after dozens
of new local cases were recorded. Officials have suspended public transport and urged people to work at
home this week as much as possible. White House press Secretary Jen Psaki said the Biden
Administration was monitoring the lockdown of the tech hub "incredibly closely." "What we're looking at
is of course the impact on some of these ports around the impacted areas of China," she said.
Source : Schednet
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Evergreen orders three more 24,000 teu ships and shares profit with staff
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russia-Ukraine conflict to drive up seafarer wage inflation and vessel
operating costs
_____________________________________________________________________________________

P&O putting pressure on crew to sign redundancy packages,
Nautilus warns Nautilus International is advising crew who have been laid off by P&O not to be
pressured into signing redundancy agreements until the Union has time to provide help and advice. 'We
are exploring whether P&O Ferries has acted illegally by laying off crew with immediate effect. We are
here to help our members every step of the way and will get answers to members as soon as we possibly
can,' said Nautilus executive officer Martyn Gray. 'We are receiving word that P&O is attempting to put
pressure on crew to accept redundancy packages immediately. This pressure includes reducing the
redundancy packages after seven days and again after two weeks if crew do not sign. 'Members should be
aware that they are entitled to receive legal advice and assistance before signing such an agreement, and
anything they have signed may not be considered valid unless and until they have received such advice.'
Sam Ridges Bosun at P&O Ferries Limited posted the above
photo at LinkedIn with the following text : I have just been
made redundant from P&O after 25 years . As we left our
ship we went as a team with heads held high . At the bottom
of the gangway we had a group photo of the deck team . Aka
my ship family . The photo says it all . No words left . I love
you all . Nautilus is currently exploring legal options and
questioning the legality of the company's actions in making
crew redundant with immediate effect, without notice and
without consultation. It may be that if redundancies do go ahead members are entitled to a better
settlement by using their legal rights.' Companies cannot do this without facing repercussions,' Mr Gray
said. 'Those repercussions might include protective awards from our members and unfair dismissal
claims, which can include compensatory awards that cover loss of further earnings.' 'Nautilus
International foresees major legal blowback from P&O's action today and is preparing to offer members
the support they need.'
_____________________________________________________________________________________
DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS LATEST NEWSLETTER TJ 272 APRIL 2022
Latest newsletter now on line thanks to our webmaster, Jeff Dykes so BZ to him
http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20272%20Apr%202022.pdf
Regards to All
Terry Hall
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Crewman feared dead after Emirati roro sinks off Iran By : Adis Ajdin
A massive search and rescue operation recovered all but one
of the 30 crewmembers of the Emirati-flagged roro Al Salmy
6, which capsized and sank in a storm off Iran on Thursday.
One crewmember is still missing but presumed dead and the
rescue operation to find his body continues, an official with
the Iranian Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) said.
The 1983-built Al Salmy 6, owned by Dubai-based Salem Al
Makrani Cargo, was carrying cars from Dubai to Umm Qasr
port in southern Iraq, a trip it made three times in the last
month, according to MarineTraffic data. The 138 m long vessel was hit by wind gusting at more than 70
kph and waves as high as 4.4 m, causing it to sink some 48 km from the port of Assaluyeh. Two rescue
vessels and helicopters were dispatched to recover the crew, consisting of nationals from Sudan, India,
Pakistan, Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia. source : Splash 247
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Dredgers Get to Work Digging Out Ever Forward = Mike Schuler - March 21, 2022
Dredging around the stuck Ever Forward kicked off over the weekend with two dredges now working to
clear mud from the around the ship’s hull.
Port of Baltimore Executive Director William Doyle said dredging commenced Sunday lead by DonjonSmit, the appointed salvor, and Cashman Dredging & Marine Construction.
AIS shows two dredges, Donjon’s Oyster Bay and Cashman’s Dale Pyatt, on scene with Ever Forward.
Doyle notes that Dale Pyatt is the largest “clam shell dredge” in the Western Hemisphere, equipped with
28 cubic yard bucket. Donjon Marine Co.’s Oyster Bay is equipped with clam shell bucket that is 15
cubic yards.
The dredging is part of a salvage plan that has now been approved by the U.S. Coast Guard.
“The team is mobilizing all available local tugboats to join in the refloating operation,” Evergreen said in
a March 18 update. “After sufficient mud is excavated the refloating operation will begin using both the
tugboats and the power of her main engine. The rescue team will carry out the plan utilizing the most
beneficial high tide period in the port area.”
No timeline has been provided for the
refloating.
Read: Ever Forward Grounding Follows
East Coast Ports’ Rush to Expand
Photo courtesy Maritime Safety Innovation
Lab
The 334-meter-long Ever Forward grounded
Sunday, March 13, after straying from the
Craigshill Channel as it departed the Port of
Baltimore for Norfolk, Virginia. The ship
remains grounded between buoys 16 and 14,
off of Gibson Island. The cause of the
grounding is unknown. The Port of Baltimore
continues operating normally with ship traffic
not impeded.
With the full moon having just passed, the
next full moon will take place April 16 and provide the most favorable high tide conditions. However, the
tidal range in the northern part of Chesapeake Bay is only about a foot at most, so whether the refloating
effort will await the full moon may not make much of a difference—as it provides only about an extra
inch of water.
The Ever Forward’s crew, who remain on board, continue to conduct soundings to monitor for pollution.
So far no pollution has been reported and the vessel remains stable.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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UK Maritime Anchor Fund supports P&O Ferries workers made redundant
last week
The Seafarers’ Charity’s UK Maritime Anchor Fund supports working age UK merchant seafarers. The
Fund is now open for applications for those impacted by the P&O Ferries redundancies. The Fund will
support seafarers through financial help, advice, relationship counselling and mental health and wellbeing
support and counselling.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Scott Carless 2nd Officer at P&O Ferries posted at Linked in
After seven years my career with P&O Ferries
ended abruptly last week, and I am still in the
process of trying to come to terms with what has
happened. There are so many people I wish I
could have at least said goodbye to and I hope that
perhaps in time I might see again. I wanted to take
the opportunity of expressing my deepest thanks to
the colleagues with whom I worked on the PRIDE
OF KENT. I consider it a privilege to have worked
with you and my thoughts are with all of you and
The PRIDE OF KENT departing from Dover heading
your families.
for Calais Photo : Piet Sinke
www.maasmondmaritime.com (c)
The PRIDE OF KENT was not just my place of
work, it was my home for six months of the year,
and my shipmates were not just colleagues but friends. To know that I won't be going back to the ship on
Wednesday is difficult to come to terms with and I know that so many of us will be struggling with the
same emotions. I shall miss the life and noise of the mess; I shall miss midnight conversations on the
bridge; I shall miss the dragon in Calais; I shall miss being part of a team that pulled together and worked
through everything that the elements could throw at us. I would like to wish everyone the very best of
luck and to express my support for both the RMT and Nautilus International in their efforts to bring jobs
back to the decent, hardworking, honest, and loyal men and women who have been so shamefully
betrayed by P&O Ferries.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MARITIME ‘CRASH BARRIERS’ TO AVERT COLLISIONS WITH WIND
TURBINES
Dutch maritime research institute MARIN this week tested three innovative barriers aimed at averting
collisions between ships and wind turbines. The research was prompted by the incident involving the
Julietta D on 31 January this year. This drifting bulk carrier initially collided with a tanker before hitting a
transformer platform and a turbine foundation for the Hollandse Kust Zuid windfarm currently under
construction. A collision with an installed wind turbine carries a real risk of the turbine toppling onto the
vessel, seriously endangering crew, passengers, the ship itself and the environment.
URGENCY
Some 2500 wind turbines are set to be installed on the North Sea in the period to 2030, taking the risk of
a turbine being hit by a ship to around 1.5 to 2.5 times a year, research1 by the Maritime Research
Institute Netherlands (MARIN) for the Dutch government shows. To give an idea: vessels going adrift on
the North Sea number around eighty each year. Accidents can be avoided in various ways: drifting vessels
can put down their anchors, for example. But this requires active intervention by the ship’s crew in often
difficult circumstances. Alternatively, emergency towing vessels (ETVs) can be deployed to tow the
drifting ship to safety, while shipping supervision can be upgraded to include some form of vessel traffic
management2. ‘The accident involving the Julietta D shows the real dangers posed by vessels adrift,’ says
MARIN’s Traffic & Safety team leader Yvonne Koldenhof. ‘Even with current resources such as ETVs,
it’s difficult to avoid these kinds of incidents.’
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‘CRASH BARRIERS AT SEA’ MARIN
Vangrail op zee Impressie of the first
concept: a string of surface buoys
secured by drag anchors A group of 20
experts from MARIN and the wider
maritime sector developed a trio of
innovative concepts for maritime crash
barriers between shipping routes and
windfarms during a February 23
workshop. ‘Our mission statement
includes both marine safety and
Vangrail op zee Impressie of the first concept: a string
sustainable sea use,’ explains
of surface buoys secured by drag anchors
MARIN’s general director Bas
Buchner. ‘That means more than
simply drawing attention to the dangers; it means going in search of solutions to prevent accidents. We
were keen to do this in tandem with experts from the offshore sector and that’s why we opted for an open
innovation project. We gave
it the working title “crash
barriers at sea” because
many wind farms are
planned near traffic
separation schemes: the
freeways of the sea.’
The first concept involves a
string of surface buoys
secured by drag anchors.
The second concept
comprises a smart
suspension net between
fixed poles and the third is
an anchored underwater
hook line designed to catch
The JULIETTA D which vessel during stormy weather collided with a
the anchor of the drifting
platform under construction from which collision the damage is still visible
vessel. MARIN built scale
on Portside stern Photo : Rik van Marle - Schippers Centrale Rotterdam ©
models of all three solutions
and ran tests in its Offshore
Basin on 17 and 18 March to see if the barriers were capable of deflecting a scale model comparable to
the Julietta D in storm conditions.
The first results are promising. 'We've established that all three concepts are able to intercept the vessel,'
says William Otto, MARIN's Offshore project manager. 'The drag anchors of the buoy string dissipate the
drift energy evenly, so that the vessel stays afloat across the waves. The anchored underwater hook heads
the vessel into the waves, so reducing roll. That means the vessel remains in place while being exposed to
relatively low forces. The smart suspension net initially showed too much droop, but with a bit of finetuning we were able to get this functioning too. Over the coming months we will go on to assess the
various pros and cons of these systems.' The various concepts and all test results are being shared as an
open innovation project to enable further development of the most promising concepts. The initiative has
also sparked widespread international interest. Representatives of the following Dutch maritime and
offshore organizations were involved in this project: Bluewater Energy Services, Mooreast, Vuyk
Engineering, Heerema Marine Contractors, Boskalis, GustoMSC, KRVE (Rotterdam Boatmen), Pinkster
Marine Hydrodynamics, Huisman Equipment, Orca Offshore en SBM Offshore. source : MARIN
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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First all-female crew callout for Teddington RNLI
The volunteer crew from Teddington Lifeboat Station were tasked at 1.25pm on Thursday 17 March to an
unattended rowing boat with the engine still running, near the Teddington footbridge.
The shout marked two firsts for the lifeboat station as it was the first callout for newly qualified helm,
Samantha Armatage, who was joined by crew members Nicola Peters and Gianna Saccomani, marking
the first all-female crew callout for Teddington RNLI. Teddington Lifeboat Operations Manager, Matt
Allchurch, said: 'We believe this was the first ever all-female crew shout on the Thames which is
something we're incredibly proud of and an exciting first shout as helm for Samantha. The station’s Dclass lifeboat was launched following reports of an empty rowing boat with a small engine that was in
reverse and still running. The tide was rising, and the river flow was very strong so the crew were
concerned that the vessel may sink as its mooring was unsuitable. Following inspection of the vessel, they
were no personal effects or casualties found nearby, raising concerns that the boat owner may be in
difficulty. Shortly after Teddington’s second lifeboat was launched to start a search, the boat owner was
found safe and well. The lifeboat was then returned to the station and prepared for her next launch.
Crew members Nicola, Samantha
and Gianna went out on the first allfemale shout for Teddington RNLI.
Samantha Armatage, volunteer
Helm, said: ‘I’m delighted to have
completed my first ever shout as
Helm after recently passing out’ We
are so pleased that this callout had a
happy ending, but we urge boat
owners to ensure their moorings are
always safe and to always check the tide times and weather forecast before heading out. Source : RNLI
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Getting owners to understand the merits of a happy crew
https://splash247.com/getting-owners-to-understand-the-merits-of-a-happy-crew/
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mislabelled cargo catches fire at Port of LA
A CONTAINIER fire at the Port of Los Angeles from March 4 has caused the US Coast Guard to inspect
containers, with cargo mislabeling seeing lithium-ion batteries declared on the bill of lading as synthetic
resins, reports Singapore's Splash 247. The US Coast Guard is working with the shipper, the port, US
Customs, and Border Protection, and the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration to identify and
inspect all of the shipper's containers at the port The fire wasn't serious and was quickly put out by the LA
Fire Department. However, all containers linked to the same shipper will be inspected. The number of
containers, all bound for China, is believed to be 48. The US Coast Guard has not named the shipper,
because officials have not yet determined who is responsible for the labeling error, but has put a hold on
containers from the shipper until the cargo is proven to comply with safety regulations. Source : Schedne
_____________________________________________________________________________________

ABS Updates Rules on RoRo Vessels in Response to Fires
___________________________________________________________________________________

Merchant Navy Welfare Board
Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group
MNWB Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 23.03.2022
Ukraine and P&O Ferries : Merchant Navy Welfare Board (mnwb.org)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Foreign Ships Stuck in Ukraine Running Low on Food Supplies
Reuters - March 23, 2022
By Jonathan Saul
LONDON, March 23 (Reuters) – Food and medical supplies onboard over 100 foreign flagged ships
stuck in Ukraine due to the conflict are running low, with little progress on creating a maritime corridor to
allow them to sail away, industry officials said on Wednesday.
#London’s marine insurance market has widened the area of waters it considers high risk in the region as
the conflict intensifies and perils to merchant shipping grow.
The UN’s shipping agency said this month it would work to create a safe maritime corridor for merchant
ships and crews stuck in the Black Sea and Sea of Azov.
Five merchant vessels have been hit by projectiles – with one of them sunk – off Ukraine’s coast.
Some foreign crew members that were onboard ships have been evacuated out of Ukraine, said Guy
Platten, Secretary General with the International Chamber of Shipping industry association.
But there are still around 140 foreign flagged vessels with over 1,000 mariners from 20 countries that are
unable to leave because of the fighting.
“Seafarers … have become the collateral damage in the conflict,” he told a virtual news briefing.
Platten said one Romanian ship with 20 seafarers had only three days’ worth of supplies left due to
fighting in the port city of Mariupol.
“It is unsafe for them to leave the ship or for the ship to sail,” he said, adding that various organizations
were trying to resupply the ships with essentials.
Platten said at least two seafarers had been killed due to the fighting although full figures were still being
corroborated.
Stephen Cotton, General Secretary with the International Transport Workers’ Federation union, said there
were “high levels of anxiety” among foreign crews as supplies dwindle.
“We have to recognize there is competition for food depending on which ports you are in on the coast. It
is literally a matter of life and death for some Ukrainians still locked in defending their cities,” Cotton
said.
“You can imagine the first thought is not to resupply ships with foreign nationals at anchor.”
The establishment of a maritime corridor was “still some way off,” Platten added.
Sveinung Stohle, deputy chief executive of leading Greek shipping company Angelecoussis Group, said it
had managed to evacuate the crews from its two ships in Ukraine.
“What is going to happen with our vessels remains to be seen,” he told the FT Commodities Global
Summit separately on Wednesday.
“The Black Sea … area is covered with mines. Until they are removed it is not possible to sail. So, it is
really a very challenging situation.”
(Reporting by Jonathan Saul; Editing by Catherine Evans) - (c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2022.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MCG Redundancy and Retraining Fund is extended to meet growing demand
MCG Redundancy and Retraining fund will remain open due to growing demand. We’d really appreciate
it if you could help us spread the word. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries.
Many thanks
Laura Simons, Consultant to MCG, Tel: 0774 773 2039
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ever Forward Fails to Move During First Refloating Effort
Ever Forward remained firmly stuck in the mud after six hours of trying today to reposition her
into the channel (William Doyle/Twitter)
PUBLISHED MAR 29, 2022 7:03 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE
Efforts got underway today to move the Ever Forward, but after approximately six hours of trying the
salvage crews stopped reporting the vessel had not moved. Weather and tidal conditions, however, were
reportedly working against the efforts prompting the U.S. Coast Guard to report that a new effort was
planned for Wednesday at the high tide when conditions might improve.
Five tugs were positioned today after nearly 10
days of dredging removed 84,000 cubic yards of
spoil from around on behind the vessel. The
salvage team’s analysis of the situation showed
that the stern was closest to the channel so the
efforts had tried to push the vessel from her
starboard side while other tugs pulled in an
attempt to move her backward toward the
channel.
By 6:00 p.m. local times reports indicated that
the tug lines had slackened and that two tugs
were seen moving away from the vessel. In
addition to gusty winds in the area, the north wind for the past few days created a phenomenon known as
a “blowout tide” in the Chesapeake Bay where the winds drive water out of the bay. Similar tidal
conditions were present in the bay when the vessel went aground more than two weeks ago.
The plan had been to resume dredging and to add two anchor pulling barges to the next attempt to refloat
the vessel, which was scheduled for April 3 and 4. However, with the expectations that tides would be
higher tomorrow as the winds relaxed in the area, the U.S. Coast Guard said the plan was to attempt to
pull the vessel on Wednesday.
If they are still unsuccessful at refloating the Ever Forward, the salvage team plans to review the plan and
resume dredging. If these attempts fail to refloat the vessel, the next alternative is believed to begin
offloading containers which would be a slow and cumbersome process.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Suez Canal to punish ship defects with fines, surcharges
FAULT-FINDING Suez Canal Authority (SCA) representatives will levy US$10,000 in fines and
surcharges on a vessel's transit, should they detect deliberate withholding and/or negligence to report any
defects in equipment, devices, anchors or anything that might undermine the safety of navigation in the
canal, reports Singapore's Splash 247. The SCA increased canal tolls by 10 per cent for laden and ballast
vessels from the start of this month. Castigated repeatedly for its position as the world's most corrupt area
for merchant shipping, the SCA is trying to take measures to improve Egypt's reputation. A letter sent by
the SCA earlier this month to the International Chamber of Shipping stated that in line with Egypt's
national anti-corruption strategy, all shipping companies transiting the canal should avoid paying
facilitation fees. The same letter has been sent to local shipping agencies, with the SCA revealing it has
adopted the use of digital transactions to avoid bribery, while it said it is investigating reported cases of
corruption.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MARFRET ALL SAILS ALOFT
The MARFRET NIOLON fitted with four aluminium sails that will provide fuel savings of 10-15%.
A wind of innovation is blowing through Marfret. As part of our commitment to energy transition, we
have fitted one of our ships with 21st-century
sails. Four aluminium sails, in fact, will provide
power to the Marfret Niolon as it is borne by the
trade winds on the MPV service.
Using the force of the wind -a clean, free and
infinite source of energy- for assistance was the
subject of a months-long study, which led to
Marfret equipping the Marfret Niolon with four
wing-shaped sails, which are expected to provide
fuel savings of between 10 and 15%. “We firmly
believe in the future of containerisation and energy and that’s what led us to opt for the technology
developed by the Dutch firm eConowind.” Indeed, the wing-sails are easy to deploy and, since they are
stored in a 40’ container. “All the ingenuity of the container, the foundation in many ways of our
business, has here been applied to a system to assist the ship’s propulsion,” points out Guillaume Vidil.
Containerisation also allows great adaptability, as the wings can easily be transferred from one ship to
another to suit the needs of our shipping lines. Inside, the control system and hydraulics deploy the sails
and retract them on entering port. The quartermaster on the bridge decides when to raise or lower the
sails, depending on the weather conditions encountered during the voyage. Marfret intends extending the
system to its entire roro fleet, combining it with coupled reversible alternators, providing hybrid wind and
electric power. “We are committed to making our energy transition happen and to develop our position as
a company apart from the rest,” insists Vidil. As the world begins to grasp the challenges laid down by
global warming, Marfret intends playing its part in the collective effort
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ferry accident in Bangladesh leaves at least 5 dead, dozens missing
A small boat packed with passengers collided with a cargo vessel and sank on the Shitalakshya River, the
latest waterway tragedy to hit the South Asian nation.

People watch rescue efforts following an accident in the Shitalakshya River in Narayanganj, Bangladesh,
on Monday. Minur Uz Zaman / AFP - Getty Images At least five people died and dozens went missing
after a small ferry packed with passengers collided with a cargo vessel and sank on Sunday on the
Shitalakshya River in central Bangladesh, the latest waterway tragedy to hit the nation. Five bodies have
been recovered after the ferry sank as it departed from the industrial district of Narayanganj, about 20 km
(12.43 miles) from the capital, Dhaka, to Munshiganj, said local police official Mohammad
Moniruzzaman. The dead include two women and two children, he said, adding: “The rescue operation
for those missing is ongoing.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

V.Group, Unions Coordinating Evacuation of Ukrainian Seafarers and Their
Families from Odessa
https://gcaptain.com/unions-evacuate-ukrainian-seafarers-odessa/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03f79220845c-139894965&mc_cid=f79220845c&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Maersk Ship Loses Containers in Pacific Ocean
https://gcaptain.com/maersk-dyros-cargo-loss-pacific/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-f79220845c139894965&mc_cid=f79220845c&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Maersk returns to Russia to collect its 50,000 empties
SHIPPING group Maersk has vessels calling at Russian ports to deliver containers booked before the
invasion of Ukraine began, with the intention to pick up 50,000 containers stranded in Russia, reports
Reuters. Meanwhile, the company has temporarily halted new container bookings to and from Russia, as
a consequence of the invasion of Ukraine. "We have about 50,000 of our containers in Russia today. Most
of them are empty, they are our property," said Maersk chief executive Soren Skou. "We need them, and
we are very reluctant to leave them in Russia. For this reason, we still have some port calls in Russia."
Maersk was also trying to get the containers out of Russia via rail. Maersk was unable to deliver all the
containers booked into Russia before the invasion of Ukraine started because of bottlenecks at Russian
ports.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UK Government introduces new maritime laws to protect seafarers
The UK government has announced a suite of new measures to protect seafarers, following P&O
Ferries’ decision to summarily sack 800 workers earlier this month.
The Transport Secretary Grant Shapps confirmed he will bring forward new legislation to ban
ferries that do not pay their workers the National Minimum Wage (NMW) from docking at British
ports. It means all ferry staff working in and out of British ports, and when in UK waters, will earn
the NMW, closing a legal loophole between UK and international maritime law that P&O Ferries
ruthlessly exploited.
To ensure seafarers are protected straight away, the Transport Secretary has instructed ports to
refuse entry to ferries not paying workers the NMW from today – immediately replicating the effect
the new laws will have when introduced in the coming weeks. Also, the Treasury will continue to
target their enforcement activity, investigating any ferry operators that they suspect do not pay
their workers minimum wage.
As a leading maritime institution, the government has called on the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) to hold an international summit to discuss workers’ rights at sea and to revise
the status quo on seafarers’ basic pay rates around the world.
The Transport Secretary has also written to France, the Netherlands, Ireland and Denmark to
propose bilateral agreements that would ensure routes between the countries become ‘minimum
wage corridors’ where nationals from either country must be paid an agreed minimum wage. This
means that when travelling on the Short Strait, seafarers are always paid an agreed minimum wage.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why China & Russia's Mega Gas Pipeline Project Could Be a Gamechanger
Amid Tensions With US & Allies - YouTube
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr6cIOhVX6Q
_____________________________________________________________________________________

PORT OF ROTTERDAM TO CONSIDER REGULATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL
DRONE TRAFFIC
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Suez Canal Authority announces anti-bribery measures
Believe this if you can!
The Suez Canal Authority (SCA) has announced measures designed to improve Egypt’s reputation
bribery, according to Standard Club's release. The SCA has sent a letter to International Chamber of
Shipping (ICS) policy director Georgia Spencer-Rowland, stating that, in line with Egypt’s national anticorruption strategy, all shipping companies transiting the canal should refuse to hand out any type of
facilitation payments. The same letter has been sent to local shipping agencies. The SCA said that it had
adopted the use of digital transactions to avoid bribery and claimed that it was investigating reported
cases of corruption. Last month, the Maritime Anti-Corruption Network (MACN) released the results
from 10 years of collecting data on demands in maritime trade. The Suez Canal came out with the worst
record in the global corruption table with a total of 1795 reported incidents since 2014. Egyptian Ports
featured three times within the top 10 hot spots by total incidents in the same period, Including
Alexandria (1001 incidents) and Port Said (577 Incidents). MACN operates efficiently across industry
segments through a wide range of collective actions in high-risk jurisdictions, allowing members to share
insights for the implementation of anti-corruption compliance programs on an industry-specific level.
Source : PortNews
_____________________________________________________________________________________

P&O Ferries mass sackings

_____________________________________________________________________________________
CLINTON (age 5) was in his bedroom looking worried When his Mom asked what was troubling
him, he replied, 'I don't know what'll happen with this bed when I get married. How will my wife
fit in it?'
MARC (age 4) was engrossed in a young couple that were hugging and kissing in a restaurant.
Without taking his eyes off them, he asked his dad: 'Why is he whispering in her mouth?'
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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POPEYE THE SAILOR MAN - WHO KNEW?
He was born in 1868 in Poland and, as a
child, immigrated to the United States with
his parents, who settled down in a small
town in Illinois.
As a young man, Rocky went to sea.
After a 20 year career as a sailor in the
Merchant Marines, Fiegel retired.
He was later hired by Wiebusch's Tavern in
the city of Chester, Illinois as a ‘Bouncer’
to maintain order in the rowdy bar.
Rocky quickly developed a reputation for
always being involved in fighting (and
usually winning). As a result, he had a
deformed eye ("Pop-eye").
He also ‘always’ smoked his pipe, so he
always spoke out of one side of his mouth.
In his spare time as a Bouncer, Rocky
would entertain the customers by regaling
them with exciting stories of adventures he claimed to have had over his career as a sailor crossing the
‘Seven Seas.’

His real name was Frank "Rocky" Fiegel.

The creator of Popeye, Elzie Crisler Segar, grew up in Chester and, as a young man, met Rocky at the
tavern and would sit for hours listening to the old sailor’s amazing ‘sea stories.’
Years later, Segar became a cartoonist and developed a comic strip called ‘Thimble Theater.’
He honoured Fiegel by asking if he could model his new comic strip character, ‘Popeye the Sailor Man,’
after him. Naturally Fiegel was flattered and agreed.
Segar claimed that ‘Olive Oyl,’ along with other characters, was also loosely based on an actual person.
She was Dora Paskel, owner of a small grocery store in Chester.
She apparently actually looked much like the Olive Oyl character in his comics.
He claimed she even dressed much the same way.
Through the years, Segar kept in touch
with Rocky and always helped him with
money; giving him a small percentage of
what he earned from his ‘Popeye’
illustrations.
WHO didn't love the cartoons??? We
watched them religiously ... so funny, so
moral ... each story had a good ending ...
wonder if kids these days even KNOW who Popeye is??? Who knew he was a real man?? Awesome!!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT (THE AUTHOR IS NOT KNOWN.

IT WAS FOUND
IN THE BILLFOLD OF COACH PAUL BEAR BRYANT, ALABAMA, AFTER HE DIED IN
1982

The Magic Bank Account
Imagine that you had won the Following *PRIZE* in a contest: Each morning your bank would
deposit $86,400 In your private account for your use.
However, this prize has Rules:
The set of Rules:
1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you.
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account.
3. You may only spend It.
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for that Day.
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any time, it can say, Game Over!" It can close
the account and you will not receive a new one.

What would you personally Do?
You would buy anything and Everything you wanted right? Not only for yourself, but for all the
people you love and care for. Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend
it all on yourself, right?
You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be replenished in
the morning, right?

ACTUALLY, This GAME is REAL
...
Shocked ???
YES! …………. Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*.
We just can't seem to see it.
The PRIZE is *TIME*
1. Each morning we awaken to Receive 86,400 seconds - As a gift of Life.
2. And when we go to sleep at Night, any remaining time is Not credited to us.
3. What we haven't used up that Day is forever lost.
4. Yesterday is forever Gone.
5. Each morning the account is Refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any time
WITHOUT WARNING... SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?
Those seconds are worth so much More than the same amount in dollars. Think about it and
remember to Enjoy every second of your life, because time races by so much quicker than You
think.
So take care of yourself, be Happy, love deeply and enjoy life!
Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day.
Start spending....
"DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT GROWING OLD…!"
SOME PEOPLE DON'T GET THE PRIVILEGE!
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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That’s all from me now folks.

Stay Safe Shipmates
Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care.

Yours Aye,
Malcolm
Malcolm Mathison
Past National Chairman
Merchant Navy Association
Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email:
R546060@aol.com
www.mna.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1135661
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