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The Pulse 

The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of 

companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea 
Hi Shipmates, 

Please find below more snippets of information since circular #05 was published 20th April 2022. 
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News 

Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not 

forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access. 

 
MNA National Contact Points 

Chairman, Ian Hodge  - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk 

 

Secretary, David Parsons   Tel: 01935 414 765   Email: secretary@mna.org.uk    

 

Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk 

 

Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875  Email: membership@mna.org.uk    

 

MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom Tel  0121 244 0190  

 shop@mna.org.uk  

 

Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner, fullahead@mna.org.uk  Tel 01889 585 588 

 

Change of Address????  If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-

mail or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:-  
  membership@mna.org.uk,  secretary@mna.org.uk,  events@mna.org.uk,  R546060@aol.com   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Built in 1920, the Smit tug INDUS towed the dredger CETUS to Cape Town in 1938 to dredge the 

nearly-completed Duncan Dock. This is one of 820 photographs in the recently published book Cape 

Town’s Dockland. brian@capeports.co.za  © 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Merchant Navy Association 
Bringing Seafarers past & present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Titanic 3D Model - As You've Never Seen Her Before 

https://snr.org.uk/the-mariners-mirror-podcast/titanics-anchors/  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines unveils 93-night ‘Intrepid Beauty of Africa and 

Indian Ocean’ Grand Voyage for 2023  
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines presents new cruise 

destinations onboard its brand new  

Grand Voyage vessel in 2023.  

The cruise, which will set sail from Southampton 

in November 2023, has been hand-crafted by 

Fred. Olsen Jnr himself alongside his team of 

dedicated Journey Planners, and takes in well-

known destinations from Mumbai in India to 

Victoria in Seychelles, as well as discoveries 

away from the well-sailed routes, including to São 

Tomé and Zanzibar.  

Guests will enjoy plenty of time to explore ashore 

in each of the destinations, including overnight stays in Victoria, Seychelles and Mombasa, Kenya, a two-

night stay in Port Louis, Mauritius, plus a three-night extended stay in Cape Town, South Africa, where 

historical sites such as Signal Hill and Robben Island await.  

To help them make the most of their time between explorations, guests will receive up to £500 per person 

to spend on board BOLETTE, while those booking before 30th June 2022 will also receive free door-to-

door transfers covering up to 200 mainland miles to the port. Source : portNew 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
The BOLETTE photo : Luc De Cock - Malumax 

Photography © 

http://www.mna.org.uk/
https://snr.org.uk/the-mariners-mirror-podcast/titanics-anchors/
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SkyTeam 11 reports: Ever Forward on the move 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Q1NHMv3hBE  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

Russia’s Sunken Warship Is A Warning To All Navies 
https://gcaptain.com/russias-sunken-warship-warning-to-navies/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-

ae234c6adc-139894965&mc_cid=ae234c6adc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greece Impounds Russian Tanker Over EU Sanctions Against Moscow 

Reuters April 19, 2022  

ATHENS, April 19 (Reuters) – Greece has impounded a Russian oil tanker off the island of Evia, the 

Greek coastguard said on Tuesday, as part of European Union sanctions imposed on Moscow over its 

invasion of Ukraine.  

Earlier this month, the EU banned Russian-flagged vessels from the 27-nation bloc’s ports, with some 

exemptions, as it adopted new sweeping sanctions against Russia for what the Kremlin describes as a 

“special military operation.”  

The 115,500-deadweight tonnage Russian-flagged Pegas, with 19 Russian crew members on board, was 

seized near Karystos on the southern coast of Evia, which lies just off the Greek mainland near Athens. 

The Russian embassy in Athens, the Greek capital, said on Twitter that it was looking into the case and 

was in contact with Greek authorities on the issue.  

“It has been seized as part of EU sanctions,” a Greek shipping ministry official said.  

A coastguard official said the ship’s oil cargo had not been confiscated. It was not clear who the charterer 

of the cargo was, but the vessel was managed by Russia-based Transmorflot.  

Transmorflot was not immediately available for comment. 

The Pegas, which was renamed Lana in March, had earlier reported an engine problem. It was headed to 

the southern Peloponnese peninsula to offload its cargo onto another tanker but rough seas forced it to 

moor just off Karystos where it was seized, Athens News Agency reported. 

On Tuesday afternoon the ship was still moored at Karystos bay, Reuters witnesses said. 

U.S. advocacy group United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI), which monitors Iran-related tanker traffic 

through ship and satellite tracking, said the Pegas loaded around 700,000 barrels of crude oil from Iran’s 

Sirri Island on Aug. 19, 2021. 

It subsequently tried to unload the cargo at a Turkish port before heading to Greece, UANI said its 

analysis showed. 

(Reporting by Renee Maltezou, Jonathan Saul and Dmitry Zhdannikov; Editing by Mark Heinrich and 

Alexander Smith) 

(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2022. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Container ship on fire, abandoned, Chief Engineer died –  
Cebu anchorage By : Mikhail Voytenko Fire erupted in engine 

room of container ship GENERAL ROMULO, anchored at Talisay 

anchorage, Cebu City, at around 0940 LT (UTC +8) Apr 17. Fire 

spread around and engulfed most part of superstructure, crew 

were evacuated by CG and port service. Of 20 crew on board, 

one – 62-year old Chief Engineer died, three suffered burns. The 

ship was abandoned by 1000 LT. AIS is off since 1000 

LT.GENERAL ROMULO arrived at Cebu anchorage at around 0500 LT Apr 17 from Bugo Philippines, 

and was waiting for berth. Container ship GENERAL ROMULO, IMO 9160499, dwt 5250, capacity 519 

TEU, built 1997, flag Philippines, manager MAGSAYSAY SHIPMANAGEMENT INC. Source: 

Maritime Bulletin 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Q1NHMv3hBE
https://gcaptain.com/russias-sunken-warship-warning-to-navies/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-ae234c6adc-139894965&mc_cid=ae234c6adc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/russias-sunken-warship-warning-to-navies/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-ae234c6adc-139894965&mc_cid=ae234c6adc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
https://gcaptain.com/european-commission-ban-russia-coal-and-ships/
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ITF Says Inspectors Denied Welfare Checks of P&O Ferries Replacement 

Crew at Dover Port Mike Schuler - April 20, 2022 

The International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) said its inspectors were denied the ability to 

conduct welfare checks for replacement crew members on board P&O Ferries in the Port of Dover. 

The checks come after P&O Ferries, which is owned by Dubai-based DP World, abruptly fired some 800 

UK-based ferry workers last month and replaced them with cheaper labor. The decision has raised some 

legal questions considering P&O Ferries did not notify the British government or worker unions of the 

sackings. Britain’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) has since detained at least three P&O 

Ferries vessels over deficiencies. 

The ITF said the welfare checks were prompted after issues were raised by some replacement crew 

members. But the union group said Port Police refused the inspectors access to the port on the basis that 

the had no advanced notice of the inspector’s visit. 

ITF Inspectors have ISPS (International Ship and Port Facility Security) code clearance, which allows 

them to enter all UK ports and board all vessels in UK waters where seafarers request assistance, the ITF 

asserterted in a statement. 

“Despite emailing ahead of time as a courtesy and completing the online security course required, the Port 

Police refused the inspectors access on the day, on the basis that they had no advance warning of the 

inspectors’ visit. The inspectors are not obliged to provide prior warning to ports or vessel owners of 

impending visits to inspect vessels or investigate abuse of seafarers’ rights,” the ITF statement said. 

“As an ITF Inspector in the UK for 17 years this is the first time I have been refused access to a UK port 

to investigate crew welfare issues,” said ITF inspector Tommy Molloy. 

“Experience shows us that if non-compliant employers are tipped off to our inspections, often crew 

members get threatened and incriminating documentation goes missing. Our inspections are random by 

nature and by necessity,” Molloy added. 

ITF General Secretary Stephen Cotton said: “P&O Ferries have shown that they have no regard for the 

law, it’s staggering that the Port of Dover would prevent access to ITF Inspectors who are simply there to 

check on crew welfare and the safety of the ships.” 

“ITF Inspectors across the world are at the frontline of protecting safety standards for seafarers and the 

vessels they crew. We have grave reservations about why they would be denied access, especially 

following MCA detentions related to safety concerns and crew familiarity of the vessels.” 

“We call on the Secretary of State for Transport Grant Shapps to find answers as to why our inspectors 

were blocked, and give a commitment that it won’t happen again,” said Cotton. 

The ITF said it has notified the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency about the incident as a violation of 

the ISPS Code, and both the ITF and Nautilus International, the union representing some of the fired 

workers, are calling on the UK government to intervene 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

P&O Ferries Fires Agency Crew Citing Breach of Alcohol Policy 
Mike Schuler April 21, 2022 

P&O Ferries has fired seven of its new agency employees after they showed up to work in breach of the 

company’ zero-tolerance alcohol policy. 

The latest scandal comes after the company abruptly fired some 800 UK-based ferry workers in March, 

replacing them with cheaper agency crew. 

“We can confirm that seven agency-employed seafarers who returned from shore were found to be in 

breach of our strict guidelines on alcohol consumption and have been dismissed with immediate effect,” a 

spokesperson for the company said, as reported by various news outlets. 

“The safety of our passengers and crew is our foremost priority and we continue to operate a zero 

tolerance policy towards drinking whilst on duty.” 

P&O Ferries has admitted that it may have broken the law in firing its ferry crews without notifying the 

British government or unions of the action. Britain’s Insolvency Service has initiated an investigation into 

the firings. ……………….. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10732339/P-O-Ferries-agency-staff-FIRED-testing-positive-alcohol-returning-shore-leave.html
https://gcaptain.com/criminal-civial-investigations-p-o-ferries/
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Nautical Coincidence & Lifeboat Morality – Richard Parker and the 

Mignonette   by Rick Spilman Apr 20, 2022 

 

“The Unsinkable Hugh Williams – Truth Behind the Legend?” 

 

We recently posted in response to a video, “The Strangest Coincidence Ever Recorded?.”  It recounted 

how three men named Hugh Williams were each the only survivors of shipwrecks in the treacherousness 

Menai Straits off North Wales. The Strangest Coincidence Ever Recorded? - Strange as it Seems (2010) - 

YouTube 

 

On the topic of nautical coincidences, Chris Quigley at the Quigley’s Cabinet blog, mentioned the 

Mignonette coincidence.  All that we can say is, Hugh Williams meet Richard Parker.  The case of 

Richard Parker and the Mignonette does indeed involve coincidence, but the story remains compelling 

because it raises issues of morality that are very tricky to address, even to this day. 

 

Richard Parker was a 17-year-old cabin boy on the English yacht Mignonette in 1884.  While in the South 

Atlantic, the Mignonette sank, leaving Parker and three others in a lifeboat with little food or water. The 

three ultimately killed and ate the cabin boy.   The three were rescued after 24 days by the German sailing 

barque Montezuma, named fittingly enough after the Aztec king who practiced ritual cannibalism.  The 

case caused a great uproar in Victorian Britain. The men were charged with murder and were found 

guilty. (The sentences were later reduced to 6 months of hard labour.)  Most importantly, their trial, R v 

Dudley and Stephens, established a legal precedent in common law around the world, that necessity is no 

defence to a charge of murder. 

 

OK, so what does this have to do with coincidence?  The coincidence arises with Edgar Allen Poe’s only 

full-length novel, The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket, written in 1838 in which a whaling 

ship sinks, one of the survivors is named Richard Parker and is eaten by the other survivors.  Some claim 

that Poe’s novel, written fifty years before, foretold of poor Richard Parker’s end.  The only problem is, 

that while both the fiction and the history involved a ship and cannibalism, the rest of the details did not 

track so closely.  Poe’s Parker was a mutineer, not a cabin boy and the events took place on the hull of an 

overturned ship and not a lifeboat. Poe may have modelled his character on another mutineer named 

Richard Parker who lead the mutiny at the Noire in 1797 and was subsequently hanged by the Royal 

Navy. 

 

In Poe’s novel, the ship’s dog was named Tiger. In 2001, Yann Martel published the novel, Life of Pi.  In 

the novel Martell’s hero, Pi is trapped in a lifeboat with a tiger, named Richard Parker.  Martel 

commented about naming the tiger in the lifeboat, “So many Richard Parkers had to mean something.” 

 

There have also been two plays written about Richard Parker  –  Owen Thomas’ “Richard Parker” and 

“Mr. Parker’s Bones, or The Strange, Lamentable, Bloody, and mostly true History of Parker of Pear Tree 

Green and of his Captain, the Dastardly Cannibal Tom” written by Russ Tunney. 

 

There was yet another Richard Parker in history, on the ship, Francis Spaight, ship in 1846, which sank 

and whose survivors practiced cannibalism, but Richard Parker had nothing to do with it. He drowned 

when the ship foundered. Jack London would later write a short story about the sinking, “Francis 

Spaight.”   There was a cabin boy killed for food after the ship sank. (Note to self: Never ship as a cabin 

boy.)  His name was not Richard Parker.  It was Patrick O’Brien. 

 

The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

First cruise ship since pandemic lockdown docks in Australia 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m29PQBLwF4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m29PQBLwF4E
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Moskva: Questions about fate of crew of sunken warship as Russia shows off 

survivors  
Russia has been accused of suppressing details of crew deaths 

Questions have been raised about the fate of the crew of sunken Russian warship Moskva. 

The Soviet-era flagship of Russia’s Black Sea fleet sank on Thursday as it was being towed back to port 

after a fire, according to the Russian defence ministry, however Ukraine said the blaze was caused by its 

missile strike.A video was released by the ministry on Saturday purported to show the survivors of the 

ship on a parade ground in the Crimean port city of Sevastopol.In the clip, Russia’s Navy chief Nikolai 

Yevmenov and two other officers can be seen talking with crew members. It is not known when the clip 

was recorded.  

 
The original equipment onboard the SLAVA (Project 1164 Atlant class) (later renamed in MOSKVA) 

The two other missile cruisers—the MARSHAL USTINOV and the VARYAG —are deployed with 

Russia’s Northern and Pacific fleets respectively. Drawing : Piet Sinke – Maasmond Maritime 

Ukraine claims hundreds of the 510 sailors on board died when the ship sunk – but Russia insists the crew 

were all successfully evacuated to other ships before returning to Sevastopol on Friday. There were only 

around 150 men visible on the Sevastopol parade ground and Russia has not made it clear why so many 

were missing. Some journalists have questioned why details of the crew deaths have not been published 

or why their families have not discussed the incident. Nataliya Vasilyeva, Moscow correspondent for The 

Telegraph said: “What is most stunning is we haven’t seen a single wife or mother going public about the 

loss, demanding answers from the Russian government.” BBC reporter Liza Fokht questioned why there 

was still no clear official report of what exactly happened to the crew, as she alleged a wreath at a 

memorial for the ship in Sevastopol on Friday said “to the ship and sailors” – suggesting some died.  

Pavel Lobkov, a correspondent for Russian television channel NTV, asked why there had been no details 

released about the crew, their widows or relevant words about heroism and official condolences. 

Meanwhile, Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer, who met with Putin in Moscow this week said the 

Russian president believes he is winning the war, adding he is “in his own war logic” on Ukraine.  

In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Nehammer said he thinks Putin believes he is winning the 

war, and “we have to look in his eyes and we have to confront him with that, what we see in Ukraine.”  

Russia has powerful air defence systems deployed in Crimea, which it seized from Ukraine in 2014, but 

the MOSKVA was able to provide long-range and mobile air defence protection for the entire Black Sea 

Fleet. The loss of the ship degrades the fleet’s air defences, particularly on longer-range missions as it 

was a floating command and control centre. Although the Russian navy has so far not played a big role in 

the conflict, Britain’s Ministry of Defence says its loss is likely to prompt Russia to review its naval 

posture in the Black Sea. Source: Inews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Palawan is voted Worlds#1 Island here is why : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rPJpJCTQ-E 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rPJpJCTQ-E
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Ukraine says grain on ships in blocked Black Sea ports may deteriorate  
Around 1.25 million tonnes of grains and oilseeds are still on commercial vessels blocked in Ukrainian 

seaports due to Russia’s invasion and part of the cargo may deteriorate in the near future, Ukraine’s farm 

minister was quoted as saying on Friday. Ukraine used to export almost all its grain and oilseeds via 

seaports and now is forced to find new routes as its ports are blocked. Before the war, Ukraine exported 

up to 6 million tonnes of grain and oilseed a month, while in March the exports fell to 200,000 tonnes, 

Mykola Solskyi told the newspaper Ukrayinska Pravda. “It (the cargo) is not unloaded, and is still on 

vessels. There are currently 57 vessels with 1.25 million tonnes of grain and oilseeds,” Solskyi said. “As 

for the retention period, I think that even the captains themselves in most cases do not know if there are 

any problems with this. They certainly did not plan to keep this grain on the ships for a long time,” he 

added. Solskyi said that everything depended on the condition of the holds of the vessels and if the grain 

is stored for more than three months, “problems arise and part of the cargo can be spoiled.” Ukraine 

traditionally exports grains to the north Africa and the Middle East and Solskyi said these regions would 

be forced to spend more money and focus on wheat from non-Ukraine origins. He said importers were 

already spending more and the situation with grain supply from Ukraine could push these countries to 

build greater grain reserves and this would also drive up prices. “That is, even if this story ended 

magically tomorrow, the wave of high prices will be another 3 to 5 years, until the mood levels off, and 

there will be no balance,” Solskyi added. Source: Reuters (Reporting by Pavel Polityuk; editing by David 

Evans) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Seafarer lives don’t need to be risked during lifeboat drills  
Seafarers are dying needlessly in lifeboat accidents 

when maritime legislation doesn’t actually require 

vessels to be manned during drills.  

InterManager, the international trade association for 

ship and crew managers, is raising awareness of this 

fact by highlighting a legislative change which 

means that it is not necessary for crew to be onboard 

when lifeboats are tested.  

SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.3 requires each lifeboat 

to be launched at least once every three months 

during an abandon ship drill, and manoeuvred in the 

water by its assigned operating crew. However, the 

regulation, whilst requiring each lifeboat to be 

manoeuvred in the water by its assigned operating crew, does not actually require that crew to be on 

board when the lifeboat is launched. Many of the lifeboat fatalities have occurred during launch of the 

lifeboats, often due to problems with the hooks.  

In 2009 the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Maritime Safety Committee, agreed that the 

assigned operating crew should not be required to be on board lifeboats during launching, unless the 

Master, within the authority conferred to him/her by paragraph 5.5 of the ISM Code, considers it 

necessary, taking into account all safety aspects. Captain Kuba Szymanski, InterManager Secretary 

General, said: “This is an extremely important change which seems to have been missed by some ship 

operators and is still included in some Shipboard / Safety Management Systems. To prevent any further 

loss of life in this way we are raising awareness of the fact that seafarers are not required to be in the 

lifeboat when launching during drills.”InterManager collates figures on lifeboat accidents on behalf of the 

maritime community and to assist in its role as a member of the International Lifeboat Group, which aims 

to reduce lifeboat accidents and deaths. Since 1981 there have been 419 deaths involving lifeboats, 346 

serious injuries and 116 minor injuries. Capt Szymanski commented: “It’s important that everyone 

involved, particularly Port State Control officers, understand and apply this regulation correctly. The 

maritime community must do all we can to ensure the safety of seafarers.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #06 
06th May 2022 

 
 

 8 

The Pulse 

One killed and six injured in oil tanker explosion off Hong Kong  
An explosion on a small chemical and oil tanker off Hong Kong has left at least one crew member dead 

and six others injured. A spokesperson of the Hong Kong Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre said 

there were 13 seafarers on Panama flagged Chuang Yi (IMO: 9196656). The 9,995 dwt tanker was about 

300 km east of the city's waters when it caught fire following the blast on Saturday. The injured crew 

members, including four in serious condition, are from Indonesia and Myanmar, according to local media 

reports. They have been rescued by helicopters dispatched by the Government Flying Service. The fire 

was extinguished. The cause of the incident was not immediately clear. Hong Kong Maritime Department 

has been approached for comment. Source : Lloydslist 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ELEKTRA – WORLD’S FIRST HYDROGEN-FUELED TUG TO 

OPERATE IN GERMANY’S INLAND WATERS  
A new hydrogen-fueled inland pusher tug recently 

arrived at the Port of Westhafen near Berlin to undergo 

a series of trials to prepare it for operational service. 

ELEKTRAwas built by Germany’s Schiffswerft 

Hermann Barthel, which claimed that the vessel is the 

first tug in the world to be fitted with hydrogen-fueled 

engines. The tug has a length of 20 metres, a beam of 

8.2 metres, and a draught of 1.25 metres. The trials are 

being carried out by Hermann Barthel in partnership 

with Berliner Hafen- und Lagerhausgesellschaft 

(BEHALA), Ballard Power Systems, ARGO–ANLEG, Schiffselektronik Rostock, EST-Floattech, and 

HGK Shipping. The project team expects to make Elektra’s hydrogren fuel cell technology adaptable to a 

wide range of vessels that sail on both inland and coastal waters.  

The hybrid system fitted on Elektra includes a battery package consisting of 242 DNV-approved modules 

with a total capacity of 2.5 MWh and three maritime fuel cell systems with 100 kW of peak power each. 

The battery was supplied by EST-Floattech.The battery and the fuel cells will be used together to power 

the electric motors. However, for complete redundancy, the two powertrains were designed to operate as 

entirely independent systems.  

The tug’s total electric power capacity of 21,200 kWh will enable an emissions-free round trip from 

Berlin to Hamburg. On hydrogen, it will be able to travel a minimum of 100 kilometres over a 16-hour 

day or longer.  

The energy storage system (ESS) delivered by EST-Floattech has a raft of integrated safety features. Its 

unique active balancing and passive safety system is applied at the module and string level. Heat is 

dissipated by a simple off-the-shelf air-conditioning unit while the battery racks can easily be installed in 

a modular fashion. Diederick Stam, founder of EST Floattech, said that monitoring of the installation, 

and in turn the assessment of its performance, can be done either onboard or remotely. ELEKTRA is 

designed to push the cargo barge Ursus, developed by the Design and Operation of Maritime Systems 

department at the Technical University of Berlin (TU Berlin), and numerous other cargo boats. It is to be 

used primarily for transportation of goods on the Berlin to Hamburg and inner-city routes in the German 

capital city. EST-Floattech said the tug’s most important transportation task will be carrying Siemens 

turbines, which need to be shipped from the production site in the center of Berlin to the Western Harbour 

or to Hamburg. ELEKTRA was built under a €13 million (US$15.7 million) project funded mainly by the 

German Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure. Source : Bairdmaritime 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MSC’s lead over Maersk surpasses 100,000 teu 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Photo: MarineTraffic.com/Bodo Krakowsky 
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Maryland seeks $100m from Evergreen to cover costs related to Ever 

Forward grounding By : Kim Biggar  
The State of Maryland has asked Taiwanese liner Evergreen to establish a so-called responsibility fund to 

pay for costs related to the month-long grounding of its EVER FORWARD vessel in the state’s 

Chesapeake Bay.  

In a letter to Benjamin Tsai, president of Evergreen Shipping Agency (America) Corporation, Maryland 

comptroller Peter Franchot said, “While we do not know the full scope of the environmental impact thus 

far, a 131,420-ton ship, carrying tons of cargo and fuel, getting stuck in our waters undoubtedly has 

resulted in disruptions to the Bay’s fragile ecosystem.” Franchot asked the company to set up a $100m 

fund to cover the environment-related costs, as well as economic costs, in particular for the seafood 

industry. “The damage that this incident has already caused – and could potentially continue to cause – 

will require financial resources to correct,” he said. Regarding the dredging undertaken to help free the 

ship, Franchot wrote: “While this may have been a necessary action, among its potential consequences 

include damage to oyster beds and disruptions to the spawning season for several species that our seafood 

industry – already struggling economically due to labor shortages – will harvest in the coming months.” 

Franchot said money from the fund would potentially compensate workers in the seafood industry if they 

are impacted, and pay the cost of labor for employees from federal, state and local agencies involved in 

refloating the ship. “The establishment of this fund will send a clear message that Evergreen is a good 

faith actor,” he said, that “understands the environmental and economic damage this incident has caused 

to the state of Maryland.” Source : Splash 247 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explainer: Turning Egypt's Suez Canal into world's longest green canal  
Egypt is working on turning its 72-kilometre-long Suez Canal — the world’s longest man-made canal 

without locks — into a “green route,” a step that aligns with the country’s ambitious plans to become a 

transit route for clean energy. The sea-level canal, through which around 12 percent of the world’s trade 

passes, connects the Mediterranean and the Red seas, and is the shortest maritime route between Asia and 

Europe and the fastest crossing from the Atlantic Ocean to the Indian Ocean.  
Here is a look at the main pillars of the country's plan for the Suez Canal, where work is currently underway to 

extend its length to 82 kilometres:  

· The move means establishing environmental sustainability standards at the canal and contributing to putting 

the brakes on climate pollution by reducing reliance on traditional energy sources.  

· Several steps have been taken by the Suez Canal Authority (SCA) to implement the plan, including operating 

16 extension stations along the canal with renewable energy, according to an info-graph released by the 

Egyptian cabinet's Information and Decision Support Centre.  

· Some of the SCA's facilities and lighting poles also run on solar energy.  

· Work is underway to convert the SCA's navy to operate on natural gas.  

· The SCA encourages its customers to use environmentally friendly fuels.  

· A package of incentives is provided for ships that use Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) and apply environmental 

safety standards.  

· The Egyptian cabinet has agreed to allocate areas along the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone) for 

producing green hydrogen.  

· The Egyptian authorities have been reviewing various offers submitted by international companies to 

establish green hydrogen projects in the SCZone, as the country seeks to localise the production of the clean-

burning fuel.  

· As per presidential directives, the authorities are working on activating a host of recently signed 

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with foreign partners to produce and export green hydrogen in the 

SCZone.  

· Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly has assured that the country aims to become a transit route for clean 

energy to Europe and the whole world.  

· These efforts are in line with the country's role as host of the 2022 United Nations Climate Change 

Conference (COP27) in November in the coastal city of Sharm El-Sheikh, with a special focus on promoting 

green energy projects, including green hydrogen projects. Source : Ahram News 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We need answers’: relatives seek Moskva warship’s missing crew  
As Russia suppresses information about its sinking, some share details of what they have found out 

Pjotr Sauer and Andrew Roth 

For days after the MOSKVA cruiser sank in the Black Sea, Yulia Tsyvova had been desperately 

searching for information about her son Andrei. Like hundreds of other Russian families of the crew 

members, she had not been told whether he had survived the reported Ukrainian missile attack that had 

sunk the Russian flagship of the Black Sea fleet. Then on Monday morning she received a call from the 

Russian defence ministry. Her son was dead.  

“He was only 19, he was a conscript,” said Tsyvova, who wept as she spoke by telephone. “They didn’t 

tell me anything else, no information on when the funeral would be. “I am sure he isn’t the only one who 

died.” Family members of sailors who served onboard the MOSKVA are demanding answers as the 

ministry has sought to suppress information about what happened to the ship or its estimated 510-strong 

crew.  

The total number of dead, wounded and missing 

remains a state secret. Tsyvov’s death, which has not 

been previously reported, is only the second 

confirmed from the warship. Another three families 

have gone public saying they cannot find their sons 

who were serving onboard.  

Media reports suggest the number of casualties from 

the attack will be far higher, and the efforts to suppress information about the deaths have raised 

comparisons with the Kursk submarine incident that left 118 sailors dead and struck a blow to the prestige 

of a young President Vladimir Putin in 2000. “This regime has never been very transparent about 

casualties,” said Alexander Gabuev, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Moscow Center, pointing to Russia’s 

military operations in Ukraine and Syria or the investigations into attacks at Beslan and the Dubrovka 

theatre. “A lot of this has precedence and it’s not something very new or very surprising.” New 

information on the young sailors who died will also renew scrutiny about the Russian government’s use 

of conscripts in battle, something Putin had explicitly denied was the case early in the war. The defence 

ministry was forced to admit it had deployed conscripts after some were captured in Ukraine in the first 

weeks of the war. It claimed it would no longer use them.  

But several parents of MOSKVA crew members have told the Guardian and others that their sons 

onboard the ship were indeed conscripts and not professional soldiers on contract. “A conscript who isn’t 

supposed to see active fighting is among those missing in action,” wrote Dmitry Shkrebets, whose son 

Yegor was a cook on the ship and is listed as missing in action. “Guys, how can you be missing in action 

in the middle of the high seas?!!!”  

Photos and a video purporting to show the MOSKVA shortly before it sank emerged on Monday, nearly 

four days after it sank. The images showed that its lifeboats had been deployed, indicating an order was 

likely given to abandon ship. Families of several crew members have said they managed to locate their 

family members alive. Eskender Djeparov said he recognised his brother Akbar in a video released by the 

defence ministry that showed sailors from the MOSKVA meeting a top admiral in Sevastopol after the 

ship sank.  

“We were very happy when we saw him in the video of the crew in Sevastopol,” Djeparov said. “The day 

after the tragedy, he called our mother and said that he is alive and well. That she shouldn’t worry about 

him. He hasn’t told us what happened, he doesn’t say much. He calls us from different numbers. He is a 

conscript, he started last July. He definitely never signed a contract.” A family member of crew member 

Evgeny Grinberg said via online messenger that “his condition is fine and I do not intend to divulge 

military secrets”. “It’s fraught with consequences,” wrote Valery Grinburg of Monchegorsk, near 

Murmansk. “And Evgeny did not say anything anyway.” Asked if he was onboard the ship, he wrote 

“yes” and then deleted the message. Asked how he knew about his relative’s condition, he wrote: “I 

called into the ministry of defence.” But many others have been less lucky. Shkrebets was one of the first 

to go public demanding answers about why his son was sent to war. “They said that the entire crew was 

evacuated. It’s a lie! A cruel and cynical lie!” His wife, Irina, told the independent Russian website the 
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Insider that they had seen about 200 injured sailors at a military hospital in Crimea while looking for their 

son. The total crew of the MOSKVA was estimated at just over 500.  

“We looked at every burnt kid,” she told the Insider. “I can’t tell you how hard it was, but I couldn’t find 

mine. There were only 200 people, and there were more than 500 onboard the cruiser. Where were the 

others? We looked in Krasnodar, and everywhere else, we called every place, but we couldn’t find him.” 

Other families had reached out to the Shkrebets hoping to find more information. “We were contacted by 

three families from Yalta, Alupka and St Petersburg, whose children are also missing, also conscripts,” 

her husband wrote on Monday, adding they had submitted a written request for more information at the 

local enlistment office. “We need written answers to our questions about finding our children, not text 

messages with pictures and prayers,” he said.  

Other parents were clearly more fearful of speaking out. Ulyana Tarasova of St Petersburg wrote online: 

“My son, Tarasov Mark, is missing in action aboard the cruiser MOSKVA.” Hours later, her post was 

gone.Others who spoke with Russian media have asked for anonymity for fear of facing reprisals from the 

government. The mother of another sailor told the Novaya Gazeta Europe website that three missiles had 

struck the MOSKVA. She said about 40 people had died, several were missing, and “there are many 

wounded”. Source : The Guardian 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Over 10 Russian ships to launch naval drill in Baltic sea  
Over 10 Baltic Fleet ships have deployed to the Baltic Sea for tactical drills with a live-fire exercise, the 

Fleet’s press office reported on Monday.  

"The naval strike and mine-sweeping groups made up of the missile corvettes SOVETSK, ODINTSOVO, 

ZELGONY DOL and Geizer, the missile boats MORSHANSK and DIMITROVGRAD, the 

minesweepers ALEXANDER OBUKHOV, LEONID SOBOLEV and VIKTOR SIGALOV, small anti-

submarine warfare ships, amphibious assault boats and various support vessels are holding a series of 

drills at the Fleet’s combat training ranges in the Baltic Sea to practice mine countermeasures," the press 

office said in a statement. During the tactical maneuvers, the crews of the Russian naval ships will also 

practice hunting down and destroying a mock enemy sub, conduct electronic launches of missiles and 

thwart a massive airstrike, the press office added. "Overall, the scheduled combat training exercise has 

brought together over 1,000 Baltic Fleet personnel and also the Fleet’s naval aircraft," the statement says. 

The Baltic naval drill comes as the West launches a major media maneuver after inking Moscow’s naval 

fleet (MOSKVA) in the Black Sea, claiming that the Russian navy is weak in its confrontation with 

Ukrainian forces. Source : Mehr News 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

500 containerships await berths stuck outside China ports  
500 containerships are stuck outside Chinese ports as President Xi Jinping's Covid crisis policy cripples 

global trade, reports London Daily Telegraph. Repeated restrictions meant to eliminate the omicron 

variant have led to shortages of staff to unload vessels in the port city, and a lack of drivers who transport 

goods. Cities such as Shanghai are under strict lockdowns to bring infection rates under control. Figures 

from Bloomberg indicate 477 ships are waiting off the coast, adding to queues around the world. Citi 

economist Johanna Chua declared there are risks of supply chain problems spreading further across the 

country and internationally. "While Shanghai port has remained in operation 24 hours a day inside a 

"closed loop", which requires workers to stay on-site, there are multiple reports of blocked land traffic, 

stalled trucking and warehouse closures creating bottlenecks and rising costs," said Ms Chua. "This is 

also having some spillover impact on logistics of Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces, major manufacturing 

hubs, which together account for 29pc of China's total exports." Deutsche Bank economist Sanjay Raja 

expects inflation in the UK to rise above eight per cent due to global supply issues. "We see a very strong 

cocktail of inflationary pressures coming from April, as energy bills rise, food pressures remain elevated 

(and continue to rise), and core goods pressures continue to be supported by supply chain bottlenecks," 

said Mr Raja. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

________ 
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More lifeboat launches and lives saved around South West in 2021  
There were more lifeboat launches and lives saved at sea last year than in 2020, figures from the 

RNLI show.  

The charity said 93 lives were saved by lifeguards and lifeboat crews around the south-west of England in 

2021, a 20% rise compared to the previous year.There was also a 7% increase in lifeboat launches, with 

1,387. One woman who was rescued from her stricken yacht off Land's End said she "wouldn't be here" 

without the efforts of the Sennen Cove lifeboat crew Experienced sailor Delia Swift was on board with 

her husband Chris Bell off Land's End in June 2021 when the rudder broke on their vessel in extremely 

rough conditions. Chris Bell and Delia Swift were attempting to sail around Land's End when they got 

into difficulty She said: "We are very experienced sailors of over 50 years and have sailed across the 

North Sea and English Channel long-distance. "We always respect the sea and do not take risks, but this 

proves how you can get caught out, even when being careful." I cannot express how frightening it was 

and how reassuring it was to hear that they were on their way and to see the beautiful orange lifeboat 

appear on the horizon and know that help was near." She added: "I can honestly say that the volunteers at 

Sennen Cove RNLI saved our lives, we wouldn't be here if it hadn't been for their help." The crew and 

their all-weather lifeboat launched into heavy rain and located the yacht four-and-a-half miles (7.2km) 

northwest of Sennen Cove. They were towed to safety to Newlyn.Dickon Berriman, area lifesaving 

manager at the RNLI, said: "Delia and Chris's experience illustrates just how quickly situations can 

escalate even for the most seasoned of sailors."  

The RNLI figures show in 2021, 1,350 people were helped by lifeboat crews in the south-west of England - an 

increase of 11% on 2020. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WATCH An American Ship Get Locked Down In China 
Episode 1 – Shanghai Lockdown (30mins) 

https://gcaptain.com/american-ship-covid-19-lock-down-in-china/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-

ef5511c6bc-139894965&mc_cid=ef5511c6bc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Russian commodities still flowing west in vast quantities By : Sam Chambers  
The difficulties of enforcing sanctions against Russia are becoming increasingly evident with a host of foreign 

shipowners still making a fortune shifting commodities out of the world’s largest nation on day 57 of the invasion of 

Ukraine. Data from shipping platform Sea/ shows a total of 474 ships across all segments are due to call at Russian 

ports in the coming three weeks, of which 256 are non-Russian flagged. Many Russian owners have reflagged their 

vessels in the opening weeks of the war as sanctions rained in, while the Sea/ data makes clear there are many well 

known, non-Russian shipping names making a fortune with aframaxes out of the Baltic being fixed at rates in excess 

of $300,000 a day. From last Sunday, the European Union joined other nations including the UK in banning entry 

into the ports of ships associated with Russia. However, crude and coal volumes continue to flow west from the 

Baltic and Black Sea.  At a webinar on Tuesday, analysts at freight analytics platform Vortexa presented data 

showing that at least 47.6m barrels of crude, and 2.7m tonnes of coal will have been discharged at EU and American 

ports for the period from April 1 to April 26. The Russian Tanker Tracking Group, an initiative led by the Ukrainian 

government, shows that from April 19 to April 26 32 laden crude tankers, 19 product tankers, 26 bulk carriers 

carrying coal and seven LNG carriers will all discharge Russian commodities at ports across the EU and the UK. 

The Vortexa presentation also showed how ship-to-ship transfers are on the rise of Russian cargoes moving to 

different vessels in European waters for onward shipment to Asia with India notably upping its imports of 

comparatively cheap Russian oil. The war has changed the nature of Black Sea shipping dramatically as new data 

from Sea/ shows. Typically the Black Sea has around 600 ships on an average on any given day. Since the Russian 

invasion started that average has dropped to around 500 a day mainly due to the lack of ships in Ukrainian waters At 

the London headquarters of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), secretary-general Kitack Lim addressed 

delegates attending the Maritime Safety Committee yesterday, during which he spent time discussing the ongoing 

Ukrainian invasion. “The ongoing armed conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine continues to present 

a serious threat to the safety and security of ships operating in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov and their crews,” 

Lim said. The secretary-general’s special advisor on maritime security, Peter Adams, provided further details to 

delegates yesterday. At the start of the conflict approximately 2,000 seafarers were stranded aboard 94 vessels in 

Ukrainian ports. As of yesterday 84 merchant ships remain, with nearly 500 seafarers onboard. Source : Splash 247 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/american-ship-covid-19-lock-down-in-china/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-ef5511c6bc-139894965&mc_cid=ef5511c6bc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/american-ship-covid-19-lock-down-in-china/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-ef5511c6bc-139894965&mc_cid=ef5511c6bc&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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CELEBRATE SIKH HERITAGE MONTH 
We had Sikh helmsmen (Secunnies) on many of BTC vessels, really good they were too. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

B O O K R E V I E W by : Frank NEYTS  

“Irish Sea Vehicle Ferries – The First Eighty Years”. 
Recently Mainline and Maritime Ltd published “Irish Sea Vehicle 

Ferries – The First Eighty Years” written by Nick Robins. The 

difference between, ‘Princess Victoria’ which was commissioned by 

the London, Midlands & Scottish Railway in 1939, complete with 

cattle and sheep pens below the vehicle deck, and the contemporary 

super ferries, such as Irish Ferries ‘W B Yeates’, are spectacular. The 

story of this evolution in the Irish Sea trades is fascinating, with ferry 

operatos struggling to maintain modern and efficient tonnage in order 

to gain the edge on their competitors.  

This highly interesting book was prepared during the Pandemic 

Lockdowns of 2020, an activity that brought welcome respite from 

the woes of our planet. While most of the photographs were taken by 

the author, more recent images include public domain stock and 

company press photos as travel to take original photographs has not 

been feasible.  

The text relies heavily on news reports recorded in diverse media 

with an emphasis on contemporary printed material such as 

newspapers and specialist journals.  

Interesting reading and value for its money. Highly recommended! 

“Irish Sea Vehicle Ferries – The First Eighty Years” (ISBN 9 781913 797072) is a softback book of 133 

pages, lavishly illustrated with many colour photographs. The price is £19.95 plus free UK postage and 

£6.00 overseas postage. Ordering directly via the publisher, Mainline and Maritime Ltd, 3 Broadleaze, 

Upper Seagry, Chippenham SN15 5EY400, UK. Alternatively it can be purchased at all good bookshops. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cat found on oil rig reunited with owner after 5 years  
A cat missing for five years has been reunited with its owner after 

being found on an oil rig off the coast of Scotland. Workers 

contacted the Scottish SPCA after they found the animal in a 

shipping container from Peterhead. Staff from the animal welfare 

charity collected the microchipped cat after he was flown back to 

the Scottish mainland by helicopter. He had been living as a stray 

around Peterhead Prison in Aberdeenshire before ending up aboard 

the oil rig. SPCA animal rescue officer Aimee Findlay said she has 

"no idea how the cat ended up" in the container - but it had been 

nicknamed One-eyed Joe by the prison officers who have been 

feeding him for five years. "After checking him for a microchip, it 

turns out his real name is Dexter," she said. “We are so glad that he 

was well looked after for the time he was missing but were even 

more delighted to be able to reunite him with his original owner, 

thanks to his microchip being up to date."   

Source : RTE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Derbyshire Submariners newsletter is now available 
on our website courtesy of our webmasteer Godfrey (Jeff) Dykes. 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20273%20May%202022.pdf  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Report: Drifting Boxship Was the Give-Way Vessel in Collision  
Failure to follow COLREGS and fatigue caused a collision 

between a cargo ship and a fishing boat northeast of Tauranga, 

New Zealand in July last year, an investigation into the accident 

has determined. The Transport Accident Investigation 

Commission’s (TAIC) investigation suggests the collision 

involving containership KOTA LEMBAH and fishing 

Commission could have been avoided by following established 

procedures and ensuring that crews do not work for long hours 

without rest TAIC concluded that the boxship was the give-way 

vessel, but did not and could not take the correct action because 

its engine was not readily available for maneuvering. Even if it had been ready, its watchstanders 

mistakenly assumed that because their ship was voluntarily drifting, other vessels were required to give 

way. The collision occurred on July 28, 2021, at a position about 80 nm off Tauranga. The fishing vessel 

was motoring at about six knots while laying out about 22 nautical miles of fishing line in the Bay of 

Plenty. The vessel collided with the KOTA LEMBAH, which had been drifting in the area for several 

days while waiting for the next available berth at Auckland port.  

The 42,000 GT containership had departed the port of Lyttelton on July 22, bound for Auckland. Port 

congestion in Auckland meant a berth would not be available until July 30. The ship slow-steamed up the 

east coast, and rather than proceeding direct to anchor off Auckland it stopped on July 25. It began 

several days of drifting in the Bay of Plenty, about 70 nautical miles east of Tauranga.   

Following the collision, the container ship suffered scraping along its hull near the bow, while the fishing 

vessel suffered damage to its stabilizer arm and wheelhouse structure. The hull of neither vessel was 

breached in the collision and nobody was injured. Although the KOTA LEMBAH was drifting with its 

engines stopped, TAIC assessed that it was still a power-driven vessel underway under COLREGS. Since 

Commission was fishing, this means that Kota Lembah was necessarily the give-way vessel - and was 

therefore required to take action to avoid a collision. As a matter of industry practice, vessels adrift while 

awaiting orders often broadcast their COLREGS status as "not under command" over AIS and display the 

corresponding lights and shapes. In theory, this would put 

the burden of avoiding collision on other vessels, as a NUC 

vessel is the stand-on vessel in every circumstance for 

encounters in sight. The legal footing of a NUC declaration 

may be questionable for ships that are drifting on purpose, 

since there is nothing technically wrong with the vessel to 

cause it to be "not under command." In the case of the 

KOTA LEMBAH, the crew activated the deck lights - the 

COLREGS signal for an anchored vessel - but did not 

display the lights or AIS signal for NUC. They still 

assumed that they were the stand-on vessel. When the two 

vessels were in extremis, the fishing vessel did not take action because there was nobody in the 

wheelhouse at the time of the collision. The crew of the fishing boat had not maintained a proper lookout 

and had failed to establish whether a risk of collision existed between it and the container ship. TAIC 

faulted the watchkeeping standards on both vessels. In addition, it noted the effects of fatigue on the 

master of the Commission.  

“The skipper was the only qualified watch keeper on board the Commission and the two deckhands were 

not sufficiently trained to conduct a watch, which meant it was almost certain that the Commission would 

not be able to achieve full compliance without the skipper becoming chronically fatigued during routine 

fishing operations,” noted the report. “All vessels have a part to play in preventing collisions at sea, 

regardless of whether they are the stand-on or give-way vessel. Making assumptions based on no or 

scanty information about the intentions of other vessels is high-risk, which will inevitably result in 

collisions at sea,” said TAIC. Source : MAREX 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The KOTA LEMBAH anchored off 

Singapore Photo : Piet Sinke 

www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 

 
Damaged the fishing vessel COMMISION 

(TAIC) 
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Illegal Bilge Dumping at Sea Remains All Too Common in Shipping, 

Investigation Reveals Mike Schuler April 22, 2022 

The illegal dumping of oily wastewater into the ocean from ships is likely much more widespread than 

previously known and largely goes unpunished, according to an investigation from German media 

company DW. 

Despite oily waste dumping being prohibited globally under the International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), it continues to be shockingly common as vessels 

continue to pollute the world’s ocean with oil wastewater. 

The DW conducted its investigation illegal oily wastewater dumping working in collaboration with the 

European nonprofit newsroom Lighthouse Reports and other European media outlets. 

Satellite imagery and data provided by the environmental monitoring group SkyTruth helped identify 

hundreds of potential bilge dumps across the globe in 2021 alone, but the number of spills is likely to be 

much higher considering satellites used by SkyTruth only cover a portion of the world’s oceans. 

According to the group’s estimate, the amount of oily water dumped into the oceans from ships could 

exceed 200,000 cubic meters (52.8 million gallons) annually, or roughly five times the equivalent of the 

1989 Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska. 

During the months-long investigation, DW and its partners spoke to experts and multiple whistleblowers 

who say they have witnessed illegal dumping but did not want to reveal their identities over a fear of 

retaliation. They all described using a small, portable pump to bypass their vessel’s oily water separator, a 

pollution prevention control device that separates water from oil and other wastes in oily bilge water. 

Only after passing through an Oily Water Separator may oily bilge water legally be discharged overboard. 

Because much of the dumping happens at sea, it can be difficult (but not impossible) for authorities and 

researchers to track and prosecute offenses. Most violations stem from whistleblowers alerting the 

authorities, but advances in publicly available satellite imagery have led to new methods for finding 

illegal dumping at sea and identifying perpetrators. 

From July 2020 through December 2021, SkyTruth, DW and its partners were able to identify more than 

1,500 potential illegal dumps globally. For about 180 them, it was possible to identify the vessel based on 

tracking data. 
More from the DW’s investigation can be found in the video below or read more in their exclusive article: Cargo 

ships dumping oil into the sea go unpunished. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Floating Mines Hit Danube Ship Traffic  Reuters April 25, 2022 

KYIV, April 25 (Reuters) – Ukrainian border guards last week closed several shipping lanes at the mouth 

of the Danube river due to drifting mines in Black Sea, analyst APK-Inform said on Monday. 

Ukrainian Danube ports of Izmail and Reni last week remained the only sea routes for Ukrainian grain 

exports after seaports were blocked due to the Russian invasion. 

Ukraine, a major agricultural producer, used to export most of its goods through seaports but since 

Russia’s invasion in February has been forced to export by train via its western border or via its small 

Danube river ports. 

APK-Inform said that the traffic along the Danube was significantly limited “because of the danger of 

blowing up ships on laid in the Black Sea by Russian troops.” 

Ukraine has previously accused the Russian Federation of mining shipping lanes in the Black Sea, which 

makes it impossible for ships to pass in the northwestern part of the Black Sea.  

The guard is unavailable for immediate comments.  

“Only ports in the Ukrainian waters of the Danube region were fully operated. But they have rather 

limited bandwidth, leading to accumulation of transport on suitable roads,” APK-Inform consultancy said 

in a report. 
Ukrainian agriculture and transport officials have said the country is seeking to boost export capacity of Danube 

river ports which allow to ship grain through Danube to Romanian Black Sea ports. 

The government gave no data on grain exports through the Danube ports. 

(Reporting by Pavel Polityuk, Editing by Louise Heavens) (c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2022. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://www.dw.com/en/exclusive-cargo-ships-dumping-oil-into-the-sea-go-unpunished/a-61201989
https://skytruth.org/
https://www.dw.com/en/exclusive-cargo-ships-dumping-oil-into-the-sea-go-unpunished/a-61201989
https://www.dw.com/en/exclusive-cargo-ships-dumping-oil-into-the-sea-go-unpunished/a-61201989
https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
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786Shares Anzac Day, Lest We Forget World War’s Longest Lifeline  

John Konrad April 25, 2022 

“The Merchant Navy has no real way of displaying its capabilities. There is no compulsory wearing of 

uniforms, no street parades led by fine military bands, no pomp or ceremony of any sort to attract the 

general public or media. The only attention given to the Service is when some catastrophe or other occurs 

which raises the hackles of the conservationists, and this always seems to be to the detriment of the 

Merchant Navy.” The Unsung Heroes of the Sea ANZAC Day Commemoration Committee 

“As well as those serving on local ships, about 

1,000 New Zealanders sailed on British 

vessels during the war years. Production was 

one thing; delivering these cargoes halfway 

around the world in wartime was another 

matter. As the minister Ben Roberts, 

acknowledged in 1945, ‘This has only been 

accomplished at great hazard and with the loss 

of many lives and many ships … It is no 

exaggeration to say that the Merchant Navy 

has been the axis round which the war effort 

of the United Nations has revolved.” The 

Longest Lifeline, New Zealand History 

“Contrary to popular belief, merchant seamen 

were not well-paid, did not have comfortable working hours, and their living conditions were often very 

poor. Industrial action did occur but it did not benefit seamen as much as has been said and was almost 

always entered into on the basis of pay, extreme danger, or working and living conditions… the overall 

fatality rate among seamen members of the SUA during the Second World War was 8.5 percent, a rate 

higher than that sustained by Australia’s fighting services.” The Merchant Navy, Australian War 

Memorial 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

P&O ferry with up to 410 passengers on board limps to port after being adrift 

for hours 
26 April 2022, 15:32 | Updated: 26 April 2022, 16:36 

By Asher McShane @ashermcs 

P&O Ferry European Causeway limped into port this 

afternoon after suffering a 'mechanical issue' and spending 

several hours adrift in the Irish Sea. 

P&O Ferries said the huge passenger ship suffered a "temporary 

mechanical issue". 

"The Causeway is now continuing to the Port under its own 

propulsion, with local tugs on standby," the firm said. 

"There are no reported injuries on aboard and all relevant authorities have been informed. Full and 

independent inspections will follow." 

The European Causeway, which can carry up to 410 passengers, had run adrift about five miles off Larne 

Harbour. 

It left Cairnryan at about 12:00 BST and was due to arrive at Larne Harbour at 14:00 but got into trouble 

at around 13:30. 

P&O confirmed the vessel lost power after a "mechanical issue" and that a full inspection would take 

place when the ship reaches port. 

The European Causeway had been held in Larne by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) from 

25 March after an inspection raised safety concerns. The ship was eventually cleared to sail on April 8 

following another inspection. 

 
BRISBANE, TROOPSHIP PALERMO (A56) LEAVING PINKENBA 

WHARF WITH RELATIVES AND FRIENDS ON THE WHARF 
FAREWELLING AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS ON THEIR WAY 

OVERSEAS. 1915 

 

https://gcaptain.com/author/john/
https://anzacday.org.au/ww2-the-unsung-heroes-of-the-sea
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/the-merchant-navy/the-longest-lifeline
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/the-merchant-navy/the-longest-lifeline
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/merchant_navy
https://twitter.com/ashermcs
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Tug boats from Larne and Belfast were deployed to 

bring it it back to port, P&O tweeted. 

The RNLI lifeboat was also deployed. 

A ship tracking website showed the vessel's 

automatic identification system (AIS) status is set 

to Not Under Command, a status used when a 

vessel “is unable to manoeuvre… and therefore 

unable to keep out of the way of another vessel.” 

Karl Turner, Labour MP for East Hull, posted 

online: “P&O Ferries vessels should be rebranded 

with a Government Health Warning tattooed to the 

ships bows. This looks dangerous. We mustn’t 

jump to conclusions here but it’s worrying. Let’s hope and prey that all crew and passengers (if she is 

carrying passengers) are safe and well.” 

"Experienced crews are incredibly important for safety at sea. Why are P&O Ferries so easily prepared to 

risk the safety of passengers and crews of these vessels? What’s going on Grant Shapps?" 

A RNLI spokesperson said that three lifeboats had been sent to the scene. 

The European Causeway is currently five miles off the coast of Larne, according to tracking website 

Marine Traffic. 

Earlier The Trade Unions Congress (TUC) called for a public and commercial boycott of P&O Ferries. 

Government ties with its Dubai-based owner DP World should also be severed, according to the union 

organisation. 

P&O Ferries sacked nearly 800 seafarers with no notice last month, replacing them with cheaper agency 

workers. 

TUC general secretary Frances O'Grady said: "P&O and DP World must not be allowed to get away with 

their scandalous and unlawful treatment of staff. 

"Companies who behave like corporate gangsters deserve far more than a slap on the wrist. 

"Ministers must sever all commercial ties with P&O and its owner DP World and ensure they do not 

receive a single penny of taxpayers' money. 

"After their appalling behaviour P&O deserve to be given pariah status." 

The TUC said DP World has "lucrative Government contracts" to run the Port of Southampton and 

London Gateway port in Thurrock, Essex. 

The company is expected to restart sailings between Dover and Calais for freight customers on the Spirit 

of Britain vessel by Wednesday. 

Passenger services are expected to resume early next week. 

P&O Ferries has not operated between Dover and Calais since the mass sackings on March 17. 

A spokesperson for P&O Ferries said: "We're pleased to have welcomed tourist passengers and freight 

customers back on board some of our ships and we're looking forward to having all of our services 

running again as soon as mandatory safety tests have been passed. 

"P&O Ferries is now a modern, dynamic, competitive and viable business which can meet customer 

needs flexibly in a way that has not been possible in the past. 

"As part of our long term commitment to the business, we are investing in a new generation of fully 

efficient, low impact ships on Dover-Calais. 

"In addition, a new class of ship - due to enter service in 2023 - will reduce turnaround time in the ports, 

reducing operating costs and emissions. 

"Our newly formed and forward looking operational relationship with DFDS is also focused on customer 

service through delivering greater flexibility, more frequency and easier travel. 

"As we have also already made clear, we will continue to comply fully with any national minimum wage 

obligations introduced by the UK Government." 

Spirit Of Britain was detained by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) on April 12 after safety 

issues were found, but was cleared to sail on Friday. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Care Ashore (SPRINGBOK) 
Trustee Advert 2022 – DRAFT 

 

Care Ashore is a fantastic charity offering accommodation and support for 

those with a seafaring background including Merchant Navy, Royal Navy, 

British Fishing Fleet, and other associated maritime industries. 

 

Set withing an extensive estate in Surrey, the charity has undergone a great deal of positive change over 

the past few years which has included improving service delivery and is currently undertaking a 

refurbishment of the residential accommodation on site. 

 

Alongside the charity operations, Care Ashore has a trading subsidiary generating essential income.  The 

commercial element includes, industrial units, a glamping and caravan site, private rented sector 

accommodation and presents many other opportunities. 

 

The current Board has a mix of backgrounds and experience but wishes to strengthen the diversity further 

to ensure the needs of those they serve, along with the wider community are met. 

 

To continue the positive work underway, we’d love to speak to candidates with specialist skills in the 

following sectors: 

 

• Legal and property 

• Experience of delivering a trading subsidiary. 

• Health and safety 

• Compliance 

• Company secretary 

 

Candidates should understand the importance of good governance, whether in the commercial or third 

sector, and a warm appreciation of what we do.  We are looking for an outgoing, engaging style, and a 

willingness to act as an ambassador for Care Ashore, occasionally representing the charity at events.  

 

We would be particularly keen to speak to candidates with a connection to the sea and who live within a 

50-mile radius. 

 

This is a fast-changing charity with a dynamic Board and senior management team who care deeply about 

what they do, if you believe you can contribute, please get in touch with the Chair of the Board of 

Trustees, John Walsh via email j.walsh@careashore.org who will be happy to arrange a time for an 

informal discussion. 

 

Candidate Information can be obtained from  

Ken Usher MNM 07976 244 683, Cath Stamper 01403 752 555 or myself Malcolm 07831 622 312 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cutty Sark Rig Climb Experience 
Experience life at sea and climb the rigging of one of London's true icons 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/cutty-sark/attractions/cutty-sark-rig-climb-experience  

For the first time since arriving in Greenwich in 1954, visitors to Cutty Sark will be able to climb 

the famous ship's masts and enjoy views of the Thames and London like no other. 

We’re partnering with urban adventure company Wire & Sky to bring this unique experience to 

Greenwich.   

Are you ready for the Cutty Sark Rig Climb Experience? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:j.walsh@careashore.org
https://www.rmg.co.uk/cutty-sark/attractions/cutty-sark-rig-climb-experience
https://www.rmg.co.uk/cutty-sark/attractions/cutty-sark-rigging
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HMS Victory receives GBP35 m renovation funding 
A £35m conservation project to renovate Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson’s flagship HMS Victory has been 

announced, on the 100th anniversary of the warship being brought into dry dock. 

The ship was brought into dry dock 2 at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on January 12, 1922. It has 

remained there since, and has become a beloved tourist attraction. 

Best known for her role in the Battle of Trafalgar, the Victory currently has a dual role as the Flagship of 

the First Sea Lord and as a living museum to the Georgian Navy. 

The world’s oldest commissioned warship, Victory has been undergoing a 20-year conservation scheme, 

including recently having its mast removed. 

The new £35m project will see rotting planks removed from the hull and replaced with oak, while the 

vessel will be fully re-rigged. Repairs will also be done to the ship’s structural framework. The work is 

expected to take 10-15 years. 

(With thanks to the IIMS Report) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

War crimes against seafarers and merchant vessels 
The Dominica-flagged general cargo Azburg (IMO number 9102899) was indiscriminately attacked, sank 

and completely destroyed while at berth in Mariupol, Ukraine, on the 3rd of April, according to the flag 

state authority.  The crew was evacuated onto nearby vessels immediately, with one crew member 

requiring medical treatment.  

Every day seafarers in Ukraine ports fear for their lives, physical security, and mental well-being. Attacks 

such as the one evidenced against the Bangladeshi bulk carrier Banglar Samriddhi (IMO 9793832) that 

killed the ship’s third engineer and the Dominica flagged Azburg violate the laws of war and constitute 

war crimes. There have been reports that at least three more merchant vessels have been attacked to 

date, including a Panamanian bulk carrier and a Moldovan flagged tanker. 

War crimes are not only the indiscriminate attack against civilians but the indiscriminate attacks against 

civilian objects and civilian infrastructure. International law regulating the conduct of hostilities explicitly 

prohibits attacks against merchant vessels flying the flag of neutral to the war states. The merchant ships 

at anchorage in those besieged ports are civilian objects by nature, location, purpose and use, and they 

make no contribution to military action. Any attack against them, like shelling, is thus strictly prohibited. 

It is also extremely unlikely that there is any concrete or direct military advantage to be anticipated by 

such attacks on ships and the crew, at least in the two cases mentioned above, that would justify their 

attack under the principle of proportionality. 

Importantly, international law regulates the seizure and capture of enemy merchant vessels at sea. There 

have been reports that the Russian Navy seized and subsequently released two Ukrainian flagged 

merchant ships in early February while en route from Ukraine to Romania. Detaining and capturing 

enemy merchant ships might be permissible under international law, but the law requires that the private 

individuals who own the vessel receive compensation for the seizure and any destruction of property. 

In the context of this wider humanitarian catastrophe in Ukraine, we call on the international community 

and competent institutions to take strong action towards accountability and help the Ukraine Prosecutor, 

the International Criminal Court Prosecutor and any other prosecutor and court mandated to hold war 

criminals to account in the collection of evidence.  In doing so, war crimes committed against seafarers 

shall not be forgotten. These are civilian victims, too, with a right to obtain justice. 

(With thanks to Maritime Executive) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Riding a bevy of black swans  
Unfortunately, the latest Seafarers Happiness Index results from the Mission to Seafarers are driven in 

part by a row of black swans. Namely a pandemic, a war, and a galloping cost of living inflation crisis. 

Each of these alone would cause morale to plummet. Put them all together, as we are seeing now, and it’s 

akin to pushing seafarer emotions over a waterfall in a barrel, with them blindfolded, gagged and 

handcuffed.   https://splash247.com/riding-a-bevy-of-black-swans/              Source:- Splash 247.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://splash247.com/riding-a-bevy-of-black-swans/
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Maersk vessel loses 90 boxes in N Pacific, some with dangerous goods  
DANISH shipping giant Maersk has confirmed that its chartered vessel DYROS lost around 90 containers 

in rough seas, in the North Pacific, around 1,200 nautical miles east of Japan last week, and the losses 

included nine boxes containing dangerous cargo. The Costamare-owned 4,578 TEU vessel was en route 

to Seattle from Yantian but will now be diverted to another port to handle around 100 damaged boxes still 

on board, according to London's Loadstar.  

Maersk said: "We regret to confirm that the Liberia-flagged vessel DYROS, chartered and operated by 

Maersk, lost around 90 containers in the western Pacific because of rough weather on March21."Nine of 

these containers are labelled dangerous cargo and contained lithium-ion batteries packed with 

equipment," it added. While no crew members were injured, the Danish carrier could not confirm for 

which port the vessel would now head, as the issue remained under discussion, but added: "The ship is 

able to continue its voyage and is heading for safe port."  

According to the eeSea liner database, the Dyros is deployed on Maersk's standalone TP7 transpacific 

service that connects Yantian, Shanghai, Qingdao, Busan and Yokohama with Seattle. The service 

deploys seven ships of between 2,300 TEU and 5,760 TEU. Claims consultant WK Webster reported that 

the full extent of the loss of cargo overboard and any accompanying physical damage to containers still 

onboard may not become clear until it berths. WK Webster will make arrangements to confirm the 

"extent of losses" once the ship has arrived at its designated safe port. Source : Asian Shipper New 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MARS 202219 – What a weight 
Sometimes it’s the simplest things on board that pose the most 

immediate risks – and sometimes those things are hidden in 

plain sight with the very best of intentions. 

This was the case when port personnel noticed that one of the 

monkey fists used on a heaving line on board a tanker was 

particularly heavy. 

 

Although the outer casing was made from rope, the inner core 

was of compacted sand surrounding a large steel nut 

contained within a cotton casing. The total weight was 740g – 

well over maximum recommended limits. 

 

The vessel had five other heaving lines with monkey fists on 

inventory. These were all tested with a metal detector. No 

metal parts were found and all weighed less than 500g, which 

is an accepted maximum limit according to best practice and 

codes. It would appear a crew member had made the monkey 

fist on his own initiative, and this escaped detection. 

 

The company took the initiative to have all monkey fists replaced by a sachet type made from old fire 

hoses, as shown below. These are filled only with sand and weigh about 400g. This format allows easy 

auditing to check for heavy (metallic) objects inside. Warnings were posted near mooring stations on the 

specifications of monkey fists, in the hope of maintaining awareness on board. 

 

Read more about the Nautical Institute at https://www.nautinst.org/membership/individual-

membership.html  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SV Kwai: GIZ Low Carbon Sea Transport Project in the Marshall Islands  

For interest only … I had not realised their extent 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyXj9z9ZX9s  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.nautinst.org/membership/individual-membership.html
https://www.nautinst.org/membership/individual-membership.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyXj9z9ZX9s
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Mystery shrouds Titanic disaster even 110 years on 
 

Paul Simons … Source WEATHER EYE Thursday April 14 2022, 12.01am, The Times 

 

On this day 110 years ago, 

April 14, 1912, the RMS 

Titanic hit an iceberg 375 

miles from Newfoundland. 

At 11.40pm, the iceberg 

tore a huge gash along the 

side of the ship, flooding 

several of its watertight 

compartments, designed to 

keep the ship afloat in a 

collision. Too many 

compartments were 

flooded, the Titanic lost 

buoyancy and within three 

hours it broke apart and 

sank with more than 1,500 

lives lost; only some 700 

survived. 

The most famous commercial maritime disaster is still shrouded in mystery. The sea had been calm, the 

weather was good and with no wind, so why had the great ocean liner steamed into an iceberg field? 

Much has been made of an unusually large number of icebergs in the area. One theory is that powerful 

tides had released far more icebergs than usual from the Greenland ice sheet into the shipping lanes. But it 

can take years before icebergs become released into open seas, and the number of icebergs in the vicinity 

of the Titanic was not exceptional. 

 

Another mystery is why the nearest 

ship, the SS Californian, did not 

respond to the Titanic’s SOS 

messages. One theory is that strong 

solar activity interfered with the 

Titanic’s signals, although another 

ship, the RMS Carpathia, did 

receive the distress signals and 

managed a rescue operation. 

It is also a mystery why the 

Californian changed course and 

sailed away from the Titanic. The 

fourth officer of the Titanic, Joseph 

Boxhall, saw the lights of a ship 

heading towards them, later 

believed to be the Californian. “This 

steamer approached until you could 

see all her lights with the naked 

eye,” he said. “Then, eventually, she turned away and showed a stern light.” 

The second officer of the Californian, Herbert Stone, testified to the Titanic inquiry that the ship he was 

watching “steamed away from us”. One explanation is that the Titanic and Californian were caught up in 

large ocean eddies that swept the two ships apart from each other. 

 

  
The RMS Titanic at Southampton Dock in April 1912. 

It sank the same month … ALAMY 

 
A lifeboat carries survivors to safety … ALAMY 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mystery-shrouds-titanic-disaster-even-110-years-on-sclglwhr0
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Temperature inversion hampered Titanic rescue … Paul Simons …  

Saturday April 16 2022, 12.01am, The Times 

 

This Easter holiday has largely 

been pleasantly warm, dry and 

calm, especially over eastern 

areas closest to a high-pressure 

system. With that high pressure 

has also come an interesting 

phenomenon. Normally air 

temperature grows cooler going 

up in the atmosphere, but 

sometimes a layer of warmer air 

forms above colder air below, 

which often happens in high 

pressure. This is called a 

temperature inversion. It can act 

as a lid that traps smoke and air 

pollution, and deflects sounds. 

It is likely that there was a 

temperature inversion on the 

night of April 15, 1912, when RMS Titanic struck an iceberg and sank (Weather Eye, April 14). One 

mystery of the disaster is why a ship in the vicinity, SS Californian, did not come to the rescue, even 

though the officers of the Californian saw the Titanic and its rockets. Herbert Stone, the second officer, 

said he saw the rockets but they appeared to be low, at about the height of the ship’s masthead light, so 

did not seem to be distress signals. 

 

After the Titanic collided with the iceberg it released steam to prevent an explosion as it sank, and it is 

possible that the steam became trapped by the temperature inversion. This would have partially blocked 

Stone’s view, although the Titanic’s rockets became more apparent as they were falling down, which is 

why Stone described them as low-lying rockets. In reality, the rockets could have been exploding much 

higher. 

A temperature inversion may also explain why no one on board the Californian heard the explosions, as 

the sound was deflected. A study in 2014 reconstructed these events and found how unusual the weather 

conditions were at the time. 

“Our simulation captured the occurrence of an unusually high Arctic pressure system over the disaster 

site, with calm wind,” the researchers explained. “The explosions of the rockets took place just below the 

inversion, inside the thickest clouds of the trapped smoke and condensed steam.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Babcock Lays Keel of Royal Navy’s First Type 31 Frigate 
Babcock, the aerospace, defence and security company, has started construction of the first of five Royal 

Navy Type 31 frigates, HMS VENTURER, at its Rosyth facility. 

After cutting the first steel on the programme in September 2021, the traditional keel laying event 

formally recognised the start of the build, including placing a specially commissioned coin under the keel. 

On completion of the ship, the coin will be presented to the Captain and crew. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual National Seafarers Service at St Pauls Cathedral 
The date for the Annual National Seafarers Service at St Pauls Cathedral, London has been confirmed as 

Wednesday, 12 October.  If tickets required, please contact me. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MS Titanic under construction in Belfast … ALAMY 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/temperature-inversion-hampered-titanic-rescue-ql2htmkxm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mystery-shrouds-titanic-disaster-even-110-years-on-sclglwhr0
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Remains of 4,000-Year-Old Mesopotamian Boat Discovered 
by Rick Spilman Apr 25, 2022 

When the burial ship at Sutton Hoo in the UK was 

uncovered in 1939, the ship itself was missing. The 

wooden planks and frames of the ship, dating from 

around 600 AD, had rotted away. Nevertheless, an 

almost intact impression of the hull was left in the 

hard-packed soil. 

 

Now the remains of a Mesopotamian boat, 

estimated to date back 4,000 years, have been 

discovered. Like the Sutton Hoo ship, the organic 

material that made up the boat’s hull had rotted 

away, but the boat’s form was preserved by the waterproof coating of bitumen that had originally covered 

the hull. 

 

The largely intact 4,000-year-old Mesopotamian boat was discovered in excavations of the ancient 

Sumerian city of Uruk by a joint German-Iraqi team. The Deutsches Archäologisches Institut describes 

the boat as 23′ long and up to 4.5′ wide. It is not thicker than 3/8″ in many places. The organic remains 

are no longer preserved and are only visible as imprints in the bitumen. During the excavation, the boat 

was documented three-dimensionally by photogrammetry. The archaeological context shows that it sank 

at the bank of a river that has since silted up, probably about 4000 years ago, and was overlaid by 

sediments. 

 

From the boat’s archaeological context, the team determined that it is likely around 4,000 years old, 

which would place it toward the end of the Ur III Period (c. 2112–2004 B.C.E.) or the beginning of the 

Isin-Larsa Period (c. 2004–1763 B.C.E.). Due to fear of additional damage, the team covered the boat in a 

clay and plaster shell before excavating it completely. The boat is expected to be brought to the Iraq 

Museum in Baghdad where it will be studied and displayed. 

 

Biblical Archeology notes that the Mesopotamian city of Uruk—Unug in Sumerian—was one of the 

oldest and most powerful cities in the land of Sumer (southern Iraq). Although in antiquity the city sat 

along the banks of the Euphrates River, Uruk is now covered in sand, the bed of the Euphrates having 

long ago shifted its course. The city rose to great power in the fourth millennium and, for a time, it was 

possibly the largest city in the ancient world.  

 

Thanks to Roberta Weisbrod for contributing to this post. 

The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Filipino Seafarer  Pleads Guilty in Gruesome Murder of Crew Member on 

LA-Bound Containership 
A Filipino seafarer is facing up to life in U.S. jail for fatally stabbing his supervisor on board an MSC 

containership en route from Shanghai to Los Angeles. 

Seafarer Michael Dequito Monegro, 43, pleaded guilty to one count of committing an act of violence 

against a person onboard a ship that is likely to endanger safe navigation. 

A U.S. District Court judge has scheduled a sentencing hearing for September, at which time Monegro 

will face a statutory maximum sentence of life in federal prison. 

Read more at:- .https://gcaptain.com/filipino-seafaer-guilty-murder-fellow-crew-

member/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b6ae0779f-

139894965&mc_cid=1b6ae0779f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Photo: Deutsches Archäologisches Institut 

https://gcaptain.com/filipino-seafaer-guilty-murder-fellow-crew-member/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b6ae0779f-139894965&mc_cid=1b6ae0779f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/filipino-seafaer-guilty-murder-fellow-crew-member/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b6ae0779f-139894965&mc_cid=1b6ae0779f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/filipino-seafaer-guilty-murder-fellow-crew-member/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b6ae0779f-139894965&mc_cid=1b6ae0779f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685


                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #06 
06th May 2022 

 
 

 24 

The Pulse 

Marina hopes reforms in training will prevent possible Filipino seafarer ban 

in EU By : Jekki Pascual,  
The Maritime Industry Authority (Marina) said it hopes Filipino seafarers will not be banned from 

European vessels after the agency submitted its response to the European Commission's (EC) review of 

the agency and maritime schools in the country. The EC earlier notified Marina of several deficiencies 

including shortcomings in seafarers' education system; inspection and evaluation of schools, simulators 

and on-board training among many others. If the EC gives a final negative report on the Philippines 

maritime industry, this will affect the jobs of thousands of Filipino seafarers on board EU vessels. Europe 

may no longer recognize the certificates and permits of Filipino seafarers in the future if the problems 

persist. Marina Administrator Robert Empedrad said they submitted last month the agency's strategic 

corrective actions to the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) to raise the country's maritime 

standards. Empedrad disclosed this as he attended the Joint Maritime Committee meeting of the Dutch 

Chamber of Commerce in the Philippines (DCCP), the German-Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (GPCCI), the Nordic Chamber of Commerce in the Philippines (NordCham), and the Philippines 

Norway Business Council (PNBC). The Marina official said he is now confident that after submitting the 

response, EC will give the Philippines the green light to continue working in EU vessels. Marina is 

implementing several reforms to address the issues cited by the EC, Empedrad said. Among these is the 

moratorium on the creation of new maritime schools for 5 years so that the agency can focus on raising 

the standards of current schools. Despite the rising demand for seafarers, Empedrad said they will not be 

adding new schools. "But instead we will improve the standards of some schools that are not compliant 

with the standards," Empedrad said. They also plan to hire more staff for Marina to help monitor and 

evaluate maritime schools and training centers. Empedrad said Marina will be hiring over 1,000 

employees in the next 3 years and all employees will undergo training as well to be more competitive. 

Marina is also helping ease the application process for seafarers and has already automated many of its 

services and applications. The agency is also lowering fees for various permits and certificates, he said. 

"We reduce the cost of their licenses by 50 percent, but for new applicants, it is free," he said. Empedrad 

said that despite this hurdle with Europe, Filipino seafarers remain the most sought after in the world and 

demand continues to grow. He added that while current Marina officials will be leaving office by June, 

there is a 6-year Marina Strategic Voyage Plan to address the concerns of EMSA and to continue reforms 

in the industry. EMSA is expected to review the Philippines again later this year. Source : ABS-CBN 

News 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Genting to Stage Comeback with Genting Dream For Resorts World?  
Genting Cruise Lines could be staging a comeback with the 3,500-guest Genting Dream for a new 

brand, Resorts World Cruises. 

 Rumours out of Asia are indicating the ship is on the move and 

could be drydocking soon ahead of re-entering service for a new 

brand. Industry sources continue to think that Genting's ownership 

and management is interested in retaining the Dream operating, or 

at least some of its modern tonnage which was built specifically 

for the Asian market. Resorts World Cruises has been registered 

as a company in Singapore, according to a report by The Straits 

Times. The Resorts World brand and potential new start up is 

owned by the Lim family, which started Star Cruises, which 

eventually became Genting Cruise Lines with three cruise brands: 

Dream, Star and Crystal. The GENTING DREAM was built in 

2016 and is currently being managed by V.Ships Leisure which was appointed to run the ship in its pause 

state as court-appointed liquidators look for a solution. Other Dream ships include the recently-

refurbished Explorer Dream, the 2017-built World Dream, and the Global Dream, a massive 5,000-plus 

guest cruise ship that sits unfinished at MV Werften in Germany. Source : cruiseindustrynews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The GENTING DREAM moored at 

the Marina Bay cruiseterminal in 

Singapore Photo : Piet Sinke 

www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 
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Cruise Industry WG considers Survitec Seahaven  
Global Survival Technology pioneer Survitec is teaming up with Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings Ltd 

(NCLH), Independent Maritime Advisors Ltd, and a major shipbuilder to deliver a cruise ship design 

incorporating Survitec's Seahaven, the world's largest inflatable lifeboat. The companies established the 

industry working group with a view to installing Seahaven, the award-winning advanced evacuation 

system (AES), as the primary means of evacuation onboard Norwegian Cruise Line's next ground-

breaking Prima-class of ships.  

The 1,060-person capacity Seahaven, a 

self-propelled inflatable lifeboat, marks a 

significant step forward in maritime safety. 

The system works in conjunction with a 

marine evacuation system (MES), the first 

of which was installed aboard Norwegian 

Epic in 2009.  

Ron Krisanda, Executive Chairman, 

Survitec, said: “Our involvement in this important project is a testament to the strong relationship we 

have with NCLH as their trusted safety solutions partner. We are delighted to be working alongside these 

visionary organisations to help equip cruise ships of the future with pioneering survival technology.” 

“Seahaven also offers opportunities for naval architects to optimise vessel design,” attests Richard 

McCormick, Product Manager of AES and MES. “By replacing conventional lifeboats with Seahaven, we 

solve the challenge of being able to evacuate an increasing number of cruise passengers quickly, safely 

and comfortably, while freeing up to an additional 85% of existing lifeboat deck space for greater 

passenger experiences,” he said. Typically, a 4,000-passenger capacity cruiseship would require at least 

12 to 16 lifeboats and up to four MES with liferafts, taking about 30 minutes to evacuate the ship. Just 

four Seahaven's, would be required to evacuate the same number of passengers in the same amount of 

time. Seahaven successfully passed Heavy Weather Sea Trials (HWST) in December 2021. Source : 

Xinde Marine News 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suez Canal sees record monthly revenue in April on higher traffic  
Egypt’s Suez Canal recorded its highest monthly revenue to date in April, reaping $629 million in ship 

transit fees, the authority managing the waterway said on Sunday, as traffic rebounded from the impact of 

the pandemic. The monthly revenue in April was 13.6% higher than a year ago, canal authority chairman 

Osama Rabie said in a statement. The total number of ships that passed through the 193 km (120 miles) 

waterway that links the Red and the Mediterranean seas increased by 6.3% from a year ago to 1,929 

vessels. They carried cargoes weighing in total 114.5 million tonnes, the highest monthly net cumulative 

payload to transit the waterway, he said. The number of oil tankers, liquefied natural gas tankers and 

container carriers increased respectively by 25.8%, 12% and 9% in April versus a year ago, he added. In 

addition to the impact of the pandemic, last year’s flows were disrupted after a container ship ran aground 

in the canal in late March. Source: Reuters 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Merchant Navy Welfare Board 
 

Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 
 

Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 

MNWB Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 04.05.2022 

MNWB Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 20.04.2022 

MNWB Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 23.03.2022 

MNWB Seafarers' Welfare - Crisis Working Group 06.04.2022 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Seafarers-Welfare-Crisis-WG-Minutes-04.05.22.pdf
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Seafarers-Welfare-Crisis-WG-Minutes-20.04.22..pdf
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Seafarers-Welfare-Crisis-WG-Minutes-23.03.22.pdf
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Seafarers-Welfare-Crisis-WG-Minutes-06.04.22.pdf
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Book review 
ARMAGEDDON IN THE ARCTIC OCEAN by Paul G. Gill, edited by Paul G. Gill, Jr. 

“The force of the MARY LUCKENBACH explosion was terrifying. 

Our vessel was lifted from the sea and shook violently as the 

obliterated ammunition ship rained down on us in the form of 

shrapnel. We were enshrouded in a dense cloud of black smoke. 

The air was saturated with dust and fouled by the acrid smell of 

gunpowder. We didn’t know whether the NATHANAEL 

GREENE was going to remain afloat or plunge to the bottom of the 

Barents Sea. 

“We climbed over the gun nest wall onto the poop deck, and then 

dove over the rail to the main deck below and crawled under cover. 

Ten thousand tons of ship and cargo had been pulverized and 

blown sky high in an instant and were now falling from the 

heavens, covering our ship and the sea around it with what had 

once been the S.S. MARY LUCKENBACH. Tons and tons of 

shrapnel continued to fall about us in every size and in cruel and 

grotesque shapes and patterns. 

“The smoke around our gun nest gradually cleared, but the bridge 

and midship housing were still invisible. The afterdeck rigging was 

in ribbons. The crates encasing the fighter planes, which had been 

chained to the cargo hatches, had disintegrated, and the tanks destined for Stalingrad were adrift of their 

anchor chains. Everything within sight was battered by the concussion and vacuum created by the 

explosion. Our clothing was ripped and torn by the blast, and saturated with shrapnel. The forward part of 

the ship must have been blown to bits. 

“I looked over the ship’s side and saw the propeller slowly turning. Not knowing whether we were going 

to sink or remain afloat, I didn’t know what we should do: dive overboard and swim clear of the sinking 

ship’s suction, or hang on and wait for rescue by a destroyer. The latter seemed unlikely, considering how 

quickly the enemy pounced on and destroyed crippled merchant ships during yesterday’s combat action.” 

From ARMAGEDDON IN THE ARCTIC OCEAN by Paul G. Gill, edited by Paul G. Gill, Jr. 

 

Click to read other reviews and/or order: https://www.hellgatepress.com/.../armageddon-in-the.../ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MSC, Maersk crowned the world’s largest container carriers  

By : James Turner  
MSC and A.P. Moller – Maersk (Maersk) have been crowned as the two largest container carriers in the 

world, according to recent data from Alphaliner. In the shipping analyst’s latest list of top shipping lines, 

MSC reached the top spot with a total capacity of 4,352,617 TEU across 665 ships. A further 102 vessels 

with the ability to carry 1,338,468 TEU are currently on order A representative from the company 

recently told PTI that it moved a total of 23 million TEU in 2021.Maersk closely followed, with a 

capacity of 4,242,430 TEU across its 729 ships – the largest fleet recorded. It also has 29 vessels with a 

combined capacity of 319,100 TEU on order. Last year, the Danish giant generated $48.2 billion across 

its ocean business, making it one of the highest earning carriers of 2021.The company forecasts its 

EBITDA for 2022 to reach $30 billion, underlying EBIT to amount to $24 billion, and free cash flow to 

be above $19 billion. Previously EBITDA for the year was expected to total $24 billion.  This is based on 

the assumption that normalisation will occur in early H2 2022. CMA CGM, COSCO Group, and Hapag-

Lloyd were also amongst the top five carriers listed.  

According to Feedering Analysis 2022: Trades, Operators, Hubs by Netherlands-based B.V., MSC and 

Maersk are also the world’s leading feeder providers. The 10 largest feeder carriers provide around two-

thirds of global feeder Annual Trade Capacity. source : porttechnology. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.hellgatepress.com/product/armageddon-in-the-arctic-ocean-paul-g-gill/?fbclid=IwAR22ICSTKnhXVSNW8urhnlmoO7KPNPX4Yu80ZkcBjbsA5SyAGLQowHOLIco
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New class of hydrogen ship design will revolutionise renewables market  
C-Job Naval Architects have designed a brand-new class of liquid hydrogen tanker that will revolutionize 

the renewable energy market. The tanker concept, developed in partnership with LH2 Europe, is a critical 

element in realising a green end-to-end liquid hydrogen supply chain. LH2 Europe will use the abundant 

renewable electricity in Scotland to produce green hydrogen and market it at a competitive price with 

diesel. The new tanker will transport the liquid hydrogen to terminals in Germany, with a strategic vision 

to expand supply to other markets as demand increases.  

“Hydrogen will be 

essential to the future of 

energy. It is up to us how 

quickly we can make that 

happen. LH2 Europe aims 

to have a full liquid 

hydrogen supply chain 

ready by 2027,” says Dr. 

Peter Wells, CEO of LH2 

Europe. “We plan to 

initially deliver 100 tons 

per day (t/d) of green hydrogen and ramp up production to 300 t/d within three years, depending on 

demand.”  

“This tanker design is a key step in providing the infrastructure to make that clean energy future a reality. 

Current vessels in operation are not able to deliver hydrogen at the scale we expect will be required to 

meet the needs of the market,” he added. LH2 Europe in collaboration with C-Job Naval Architects 

developed an initial design for a liquid hydrogen tanker of 141 metres and a storage capacity of 37,500 

cubic metres.  

Job Volwater, CCO at C-Job, says: “Liquid hydrogen provides unique challenges in ship design and 

engineering. As a comparison, LNG tankers use ballast water to compensate the loss of weight following 

delivery to ensure enough draft. As liquid hydrogen is high in volume but 20 times lighter than LNG, this 

required a unique solution. We have created a trapezium-shaped hull design which creates enough deck 

space to fit the tanks without the need for ballast. “At C-Job, we have been researching alternative 

renewable fuels for many years and we are excited to work together with LH2 Europe to apply our 

knowledge and experience. Not only to realise a cleaner maritime industry but to support green energy 

across Europe.”  

The vessel is powered by hydrogen fuel cells and will be equipped with three liquid hydrogen storage 

tanks with total capacity of 37,500 m3, which is enough to refuel 400,000 medium-sized hydrogen cars or 

20,000 heavy trucks. The tanks will have a much lower boil off than those currently used in the maritime 

industry. The limited remaining boil off will be captured and directly utilized in hydrogen fuel cells, 

providing power to the vessel's propulsion systems, resulting in emissions of water only. The vessel itself 

will have zero greenhouse gas emissions during operations. The ship is expected to be ready and 

commissioned six months before the first delivery of hydrogen in 2027.  

 

Vessel specifications:  

Vessel type liquid hydrogen tanker  

Length overall 141.75 m Rule length 135.75 m  

Breadth 34.90 m  

Depth 8.75 m  

Draught design 5.80 m  

Installed power 5,000 kWe  

Speed 14 knots  

Accommodation 14 crew  

Cargo tank capacity 3 x 12,500 m3 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Long-time friends Sylvia & Wanda meet up in Heaven!! 
  

SYLVIA: Hi! Wanda. 

  

WANDA: Hi! Sylvia. How'd you die?... 

  

SYLVIA: I froze to death. 

  

WANDA: How horrible! 

  

SYLVIA: It wasn't so bad. After I quit shaking from the cold, I began to get warm & sleepy, and finally 

died a peaceful death. What about you? 

  

WANDA: I died of a massive heart attack. I suspected that my husband was cheating, so I came home 

early to catch him in the act.  But instead, I found him all by himself in the den watching TV. 

  

SYLVIA: So, what happened? 

  

WANDA: I was so sure there was another woman there somewhere that I started running all over the 

house looking. I ran up into the attic and searched, and down into the basement. Then I went through 

every closet and checked under all the beds. I kept this up until I had looked everywhere, and finally I 

became so exhausted that I just keeled over with a heart attack and died. 

  

SYLVIA: Too bad you didn't look in the freezer -- we'd both still be alive. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Meet Walter Barnes 

 

All golfers should live so long as to become this kind of old man!  

 

Toward the end of the Sunday service, the Minister asked, "How many of 

you have forgiven your enemies?"  

 

80% held up their hands. The Minister then repeated his question. All 

responded this time, except one man, Walter Barnes.  

 

"Mr. Barnes, are you not willing to forgive your enemies?"  

 

"I don't have any," he replied gruffly.  

 

"Mr. Barnes, that is very unusual. How old are you?"  

 

"Ninety-eight," he replied. The congregation stood up and clapped their hands.  

 

"Oh, Mr. Barnes, would you please come down in front and tell us all how a person can live ninety-

eight years and not have an enemy in the world?"  

 

The old golfer 

tottered down the 

aisle, stopped in 

front of the pulpit, 

turned around, 

faced the 

congregation, and 

said simply, "I 

outlived all them 

assholes."  

 

Then he calmly 

returned to his 

seat.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.merchantnavyfund.org/
https://www.merchantnavyfund.org/
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The Merchant Navy Association 
Bringing Seafarers past & present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

That’s all from me now folks. 

Stay Safe Shipmates 

 

Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care. 
 

 
 

Yours Aye,  

Malcolm 

 

Malcolm Mathison  

Past National Chairman 

Merchant Navy Association 

Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: 

R546060@aol.com  

www.mna.org.uk       Registered Charity No. 1135661  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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