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The Pulse 

The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of 

companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea 
Hi Shipmates, 

Please find below more snippets of information since circular #06 was published 27th April  2021 

My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinkeôs daily publication ñMaasmond Maritime - Shipping News 

Clippingsò, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the Tôinternet, not 

forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access. 

 

MNA National Contact Points 
Chairman, Malcolm Mathison - Mobile: 07831 622 312 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk 
 

Secretary, David Parsons   Tel: 01935 414 765   Email: secretary@mna.org.uk    
 

Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk 
 

Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875  Email: membership@mna.org.uk    
 

MNA Slop Chest, The Supply Officer:- Sandra Broom Tel  0121 244 0190 

 shop@mna.org.uk  
 

Full  Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner,fullahead@mna.org.uk  Tel 01889 585 588 
 

Change of Address????  If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-

mail or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:-  
  membership@mna.org.uk,  secretary@mna.org.uk,  events@mna.org.uk,  chairman@mna.org.uk  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Transport south of the Afsluitdijk enroute the Fryslan OWF. (the Netherlands) 

Photo : Flying Focus Aerial Photography www.flyingfocus.nl  © 

 

Latest development in wind-power - or ï vertical take-off barge to jump the queue at the lock-gates? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Pulse 

 

The Merchant Navy Association 
Bri nging Seafarers past &  present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

InterManager vows to get the worldôs seafarers vaccinated 

https://splash247.com/intermanager-vows-to-get-the-worlds-seafarers-vaccinated/ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mongolian container ship capsizes in HCMC By Dinh Van  
A Mongolian ship is capsized at the Hiep 

Phuoc Port in HCMC's Nha Be District, April 

26, 2021. Photo courtesy of the HCMC 

Maritime Administration. A Mongolian 

vessel capsized in Ho Chi Minh City on 

Monday, sending dozens of containers 

overboard. The ship, spanning 72 meters and 

weighing 2,500 tons, was anchored at Hiep 

Phuoc Port of Nha Be District before 

embarking for Indonesia. However, it 

capsized at 9 a.m., with its port-side 

underwater. Berthing ropes managed to keep 

the 

rest of the vessel afloat. Among the 54 containers onboard, 18 fell 

into the Soai Rap River, with some floating around and others 

washed ashore about a kilometer away. There were no casualties. 

Container cargo has yet to be confirmed. The HCMC Maritime 

Administration is trying to locate the sunken containers for 

recovery purposes, while instructing other ships entering and 

exiting the port to utilize alternate routes for safety reasons. In 

2019, another vessel carrying 285 containers also capsized on the 

Long Tay River of Nha Be District. It took authorities about a month to remove around 150 tons of oil 

released by the incident and recover the stricken ship. Source : VNexpress 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Huge Spike in Shipping Containers Lost At Sea 
The shipping industry is seeing the biggest spike in lost containers in seven years. More than 3,000 boxes 

dropped into the sea last year, and more than 1,000 have fallen overboard so far in 2021. The accidents 

are disrupting supply chains for hundreds of U.S. retailers and manufacturers such as Amazon and Tesla. 

https://gcaptain.com/shipping-containers-lost-at-sea/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-abfd120519-

139894965&mc_cid=abfd120519&mc_eid=4c72dd3685  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Improperly Installed Screw Led to Costly Marine Accident at Soo Locks: 

NTSB Report gCaptain April 27, 2021 

The incorrect installation of a single set screw led to the loss of propulsion control on the Canadian-

flagged, 736-foot-long Atlantic Huron, causing the ship to strike a pier at 6.8 knots, the National 

Transportation Safety Board said Tuesday. 

The NTSB issued Marine Accident Brief 21/10 on the July 5, 2020, contact between the self -unloading 

bulk carrier and a pier associated with the Soo Locks, in Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan, resulting in $2.2 

million in damage. There were no injuries. 

According to the NTSB, while on approach to the locks and attempting to slow, there was a propulsion 

problem involving the vesselôs controllable pitch propeller system that resulted in the ship moving 

forward with increasing speed instead of slowing or moving astern, as ordered by the captain. In a 

controllable pitch propeller, the blades are not fixed in position but are fastened to the hub in a way that 

allows them to rotate and thereby change pitch, the NTSB said. The blade pitch determines both the 

vesselôs speed and its direction. 

NTSB investigators traced the problem back to a small set screw that was installed in a piece of the 

controllable pitch propeller machinery that controlled pitch. Vessel maintenance records show the set 

screw was last removed and reinstalled during a shipyard period more than four years before the accident. 

When the set screw was examined post-accident, technicians found no evidence that any manufacturer-

required thread-locking fluid had been applied. As a result, the set screw was able to back out, beginning 

a sequence of mechanical failures that resulted in the ship moving ahead when it was supposed to be 

doing the opposite, while still indicating an astern pitch on the shipôs bridge. 

NTSB investigators also noted there was a delay between the onset of the propulsion problem and the 

order to stop the engine. 

At the time of the accident, the companyôs safety management system procedures aboard the Atlantic 

Huron did not contain a policy addressing how to respond to a loss of propeller pitch control, NTSB 

investigators found. Part of a safety management system should address potential emergency shipboard 

situations and establish ways to respond to them. If the company provided an SMS vessel-specific policy 

pertaining to the loss of propeller pitch control, crewmembers trained in and familiar with the policy 

would be better prepared to act quickly and, in this accident, may have been more apt to stop the main 

engine. 

ñLoss of propulsion control in a critical phase of operation demands crewmembers act quickly to mitigate 

potential accidents,ò the report said. ñDue to their unique blade control, vessels with controllable pitch 

propellers should have specific procedures for loss of engine and loss of pitch control. These emergency 

procedures should be well understood and practiced by crewmembers both on the bridge and in the 

engine room.ò 

 

Marine Accident Brief 21/10 is available online at https://go.usa.gov/xHQEV. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ñNot Welcomeò ï Australia Bans Aswan Shipping Bulk Carrier for 18 

Months 
https://gcaptain.com/not-welcome-australia-bans-aswan-shipping-bulk-carrier-for-18-

months/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-178c8470f8-

139894965&mc_cid=178c8470f8&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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15 men abducted from Maltese tanker released unharmed in Africa  
ALL 15 officers and men abducted from the 19,800 dwt Maltese flagged chemical tanker DAVIDE B in 

West Africa's Gulf of Guinea on March 11 have been released and are now safe, reported London's 

Tanker Operator Rotterdam's De Poli Shipmanagement said the crew members were in a relatively good 

shape, but will be receiving medical checks and are being repatriated to their home countries as soon as 

possible. De Poli Shipmanagement CEO Chiara de Poli complimented the crew and their families for the 

strength they have shown during the ordeal. "The past weeks have been an extremely difficult period for 

everyone, in particular for our 15 seafarers and their families," said Ms de Poli. "We admire our crew 

members for their courage during this period and like to thank their families for their patience and 

resilience during a time of great uncertainty." De Poli Shipmanagement is also grateful to the professional 

advisors, authorities and all those who have helped to resolve this situation for their support throughout 

this difficult t ime. Source: Schednet 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Royal Navy Carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth To Depart On Maiden Voyage  

by Tim Kelly (Reuters)  
Britainôs HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH aircraft carrier will lead a flotilla of Royal Navy ships through 

Asian waters on port visits to Japan and South Korea on its maiden deployment, the British embassy in 

Tokyo said on Monday The high-

profile visits, aimed at bolstering 

security ties in East Asia, come amid 

tensions in the region as concern 

grows in Japan over any threat posed 

to neighbouring Taiwan by China. 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 

Suga and U.S. President Joe Biden 

issued a joint statement this month 

addressing Chinaôs growing 

assertiveness and the importance of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait following their first face-to-

face meeting in Washington since both became leaders of their countries. Including the QUEEN 

ELIZABETH with 18 F-35B stealth fighters, two destroyers, two frigates and two support ships, the 

British carrier strike group will have to sail through the 

contested South China Sea, parts of which are claimed by 

China and South East Asian countries, on its way to East 

Asia. The ships will also stop in India and Singapore. It will 

be joined by vessels from the United States and a frigate from 

the Netherlands and will carry out exercises with forces from 

Japan, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, France, the UAE, 

Denmark, Greece, Italy, Turkey, Israel, India, Oman and 

South Korea, the British government said in a news release. 

Other foreign ships currently in Asian waters include a 

French amphibious carrier and two U.S. navy aircraft 

carriers, one of which, the USS RONALD REAGAN, is 

based in Japan. A close Washington ally, Japan hosts the 

biggest concentration of U.S. military forces outside the United States, including warships, planes and 

thousands of marines. The latest, and so far most conspicuous, visit to Japan by British forces follows 

earlier deployment of warships, jet fighters and troops for joint training exercises as London and Tokyo 

look to strengthen defence ties. Source : Reuters (Reporting by Tim Kelly; Editing by Catherine Evans 

and Ed Osmond) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you jumped off the bridge in Paris , you'd be in Seine . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Photo : Tommy Bryceland. SCOTLAND © 

 
UK DIRECTS NATO TRIAL EXERCISE 

ABOARD HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

PHOTO VIA Royal Navy 
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The Royal British Legion ƅCenotaph Dispersal 2021 
Please find attached information from the Royal British Legion regarding the annual Service of 

Remembrance that will be held at the Cenotaph, Whitehall on Sunday, 14th November this year. 

We have applied for 50 tickets.  Please ask anyone who wishes to apply for a ticket, to contact me (see 

my contact details below) by Wednesday, 30 June. 

Regards, 

  

Tim Brant Merchant Navy Association 

Events & Welfare Officer  Tel: 01733 205001  Email: t.brant@talktalk.net 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Humber Freeport to be well established by Autumn  
After Marchôs statement by the Chancellor, announced that the Humber Freeport bid successful, a team of 

people have been working hard behind the scenes. A lot of questions have been asked what Humber 

Freeport means for the area, and the positives it will bring, so ABP Humber hosted a Humber Freeport 

Webinar, yesterday. The bid is uniquely placed to deliver on the Governmentôs agenda to level up and 

decarbonise our economy. Over the coming months the focus will be to deliver and create the new 

Freeport, which is expected to bring in major investment to the Humber and lead to over 7,000 new jobs 

for the area. The benefits of this will be felt far beyond just the Humber, but across Yorkshire, the 

Midlands and the North West as well. A new governing Board will be created, made up of representatives 

of the various local authorities and local enterprise partnerships as well as a collection of interested 

private businesses. It is hoped that the Freeport will be up and running before the year is over and 

delivering on bringing new jobs to the Humber from 2022.The webinar saw talks from Simon Bird, 

Chairperson for Humber Freeport, a talk from Bid Director, David Gywnne followed by a question and 

answer session. The session was joined by 180 people and is now available online on the Humber 

Freeport website.Simon Bird, Chairperson of Humber Freeport and ABP Humberôs Regional Director 

said: óHumber Freeport is a new development to our area, which brings advantages to businesses. These 

advantages include easy access to international markets and access to raw materials without tariffs. The 

three new tax sites with attract new manufacturers with a host of benefits, but we wonôt be forgetting 

about the existing businesses. We are hoping to create packages for the new businesses to incentivise 

them to use local existing business, to benefit our local supply chain.ô The three tax sites will be 

positioned in East Hull, Goole and Able site at Killingholme also including parts of the Port of 

Immingham. These tax sites will attract new manufacturers with the benefits of no business rates for a 

period, no National Insurance Employerôs contribution, no stamp duty or land tax, among other 

advantages 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pirates Attack Container Ship In Gulf Of Guinea - Moni tor By : Mohammad Ali   
A Cyprus-flagged container ship came under a pirate attack off the Nigerian coast in the Gulf of Guinea 

on Friday, according to a London-based maritime security firm. Dryad Global said the CONTSCHIP 

NEW was under attack at around 10:30 a.m. GMT. It was located 185 nautical miles southwest from the 

southern Nigerian state of Bayelsa. "Crew members were reported mustered in the citadel. This incident 

is ongoing," a statement read. The Gulf of Guinea remains the world's most dangerous place for 

commercial ships in terms of piracy. The International Chamber of Commerce's maritime bureau 

estimates that it accounted for nearly half of all reported attacks in the first quarter of this year. Source : 

Urdupoint 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crew Change Crisis 2.0 ï Singapore Bans South Asian Seafarers 
https://gcaptain.com/crew-change-crisis-singapore-bans-south-asian-

seafarers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-58efdfe521-

139894965&mc_cid=58efdfe521&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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53 crew of lost naval submarine declared dead as Indonesia finds wreckage  
By Masrur Jamaluddin for CNN  
The wreckage of an Indonesian Navy submarine missing since Wednesday has been found on the sea 

floor and all its 53 crew are confirmed dead, Indonesia military commander Air Chief Marshal Hadi 

Tjahjanto said Sunday. The news came a day after debris believed to be from the KRI NANGGALA-402 

submarine was found floating about two miles from the submarine's last known location in the Bali Strait, 

leading military officials to change the vessel's status from missing to sunk. Indonesia's RIGEL warship 

scanned the area with sonar, which uses 

sound waves to locate objects, and a 

magnetometer, Tjahjanto told a news 

conference. The MV SWIFT RESCUE 

ship from Singapore then sent a remote 

operated vehicle (ROV) to get clearer 

underwater visual imagery, he said. "We 

found and confirmed an image of 

NANGGALA submarine parts, like 

horizontal steering, anchor, exterior 

body, vertical steering, and other submarine parts like safety suits for crew," he said. The submarine was 

found at a depth of 850 meters (930 yards) and had broken into three parts, Indonesian Navy Chief of 

Staff Adm. Yudo Margono said. Among the objects found by the search team was a submarine escape 

immersion suit, he said. "This suit is only used to escape in emergency situations. Normally it is stored 

inside the box, but since we found it outside we believe that the crew were going to wear it but they had 

no chance," he said. Regarding the cause, Margono said "this is not a human error, but a 

natural/environment factor," but did not give further details. Briefing journalists Saturday, the admiral 

said an explosion was not thought to have occurred on the submarine but that heavy pressure on the 

vessel likely caused it to crack. Tjahjanto extended his deepest condolences to the families of the crew, 

known as the Golden Shark unit, and said all 

those on board would be given honours and 

an increase in rank.  The Indonesian 

government will work with the International 

Submarine Escape and Rescue Liaison 

Office, he said, "because to evacuate the 

NANGGALA submarine we need 

international cooperation."  Indonesian 

President Joko Widodo offered condolences 

Sunday to the families of the crew, whom he 

described as the country's "best patriots."  

"This tragedy shocked all of us. Not only the 

families of the 53 crew members... but also 

the entire Indonesian people," he said. 

Hopes of finding any of the crew alive had 

already dimmed Saturday, when debris including a bottle of grease, part of a torpedo launcher, part of a 

metal tube, prayer mats and fuel were found floating at a location where the sea is 850 meters (930 yards) 

deep. Authorities said earlier the submarine could not survive at depths beyond 500 meters. The crew 

were also expected to have run out of oxygen early on Saturday. The German-made submarine lost 

contact during a military exercise in the Bali Strait early on Wednesday morning. Source : CNN 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Philippines Slams Chinaôs óDangerousô Move 
 

https://gcaptain.com/philippines-chinas-dangerous-move/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-

231d682857-139894965&mc_cid=231d682857&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
RIP Shipmates 
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Negotiations Over Seafarersô Minimum Wage Increase Break Down 
Mike Schuler April 29, 2021 

Negotiations over the global minimum wage for seafarers have broken down after seafarersô unions and 

shipowners failed to agree on a figure following two days of discussions at the International Labor 

Organization. 

The International Transport Workersô Federation (ITF), representing the seafarers, sought a $1.40 per day 

increase from the current $641 monthly minimum wage last set in 2018, equating to $683 per month or a 

6.5% per month increase starting January 2022. 

During the discussions, shipowners put forward a deal to increase the basic minimum wage by 3% for 

seafarers across the world over 3 years. The offer would increase minimum wage per month from $641 to 

$645 beginning January 2022, $645 to $648 beginning January 2023, and $660 from January 2024. 

The seafarersô unions rejected the offer, which according to the ILO process would mean that able 

seafarers will now not be entitled to a rise in the minimum wage for 2 years, according to the 

International Chamber of Shipping, which is the organization representing the shipowners. 

ñUnfortunately the seafarersô representatives rejected a generous offer from the shipowners in these 

unprecedented times,ò said Natalie Shaw, Director Employment Affairs at the International Chamber of 

Shipping. ñWe went further than we had anticipated but the offer was still rejected. However, our door is 

always open.ò 

The ITF had argued for a $683 per month minimum wage beginning in January 2022, which would have 

been consistent with the ILO formula set in 2018 (of a $1.40 per day increase from the current $641 

monthly minimum wage). 

ñFor only the second time in the long history of these negotiations the shipowners and the seafarers have 

failed to agree a revised minimum wage for seafarers. And thatôs wholly the fault of the shipowners, who 

have behaved with such an astounding lack of self-awareness and a lack of respect for the sacrifices of 

seafarers ï especially these past 14 months,ò said Mark Dickinson, Seafarers Group Spokesperson at the 

ILO and Vice-Chair of the Seafarersô Section the ITF. 

The ITF said failure to agree means it will now unilaterally advise the ILO on minimum wage rate. 

ñWe maintain that the revised ILO minimum wage for an able seafarer is a minimum of US$683 per 

month from the first of January 2022 and we will advise our affiliates and the ILO Governing Body 

accordingly. We are now making preparations to engage robustly with industry stakeholders and wider 

society to promulgate our views. We will use the extensive networks and media profile established during 

the crew change crisis to support our campaign for pay fairness for seafarers,ò Dickinson said. 

ñOur door remains open for further talks should commonsense prevail,ò he added. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The tug PERSIVAL enroute with a loaded barge in Banit (Brazil) Photo : Capt Jan Plug Master Seven Rio © 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
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CMA CGM Orders 22 New Boxships from China Shipbuilding 
BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE  04-30-2021 02:23:04 

French shipping company CMA CGM Group joined 

the wave of new containership orders placing a giant 

22 ship order with Chinaôs CSSC Group. China 

Shipbuilding Corporation is heralding it as the largest 

single containership order the company has 

undertaken. 

In total, the new order will add 223,000 TEU capacity 

to the French fleet. That represents nearly a 10 percent 

increase over the companyôs current capacity of 2.7 

million TEU. CMA CGM reports it currently has a 

fleet of 566 vessels, including containerships as well as 

its ro-ro fleet. 

The order consists of three classes of ships and continues the groupôs commitment to LNG-fueled vessels. 

Twelve of the new ships will use LNG, six with a capacity of 13,000 TU, and the other six with a 

capacity of 15,000 TEU. The remaining 10 ships in the order with be VLSO-powered with a capacity of 

5,500 TEU. 

Neither company placed a value on the order. Due to the size of the order, China Shipbuilding said it will 

be split between three of the companyôs yards, with Jiangnan Shipbuilding building the largest vessels, 

the 15,000 TEU boxships. The 13,000 TEU vessels will be built by Hudong Zhonghua and 5,500 TEU 

conventional power ships will be built by Beijing Shipbuilding Industry Corporation. The vessels are 

scheduled to be delivered in 2023 and 2024. 

CSSC reports that its designers developed plans for all three classes of ships. The main engine for the 

dual-fuel ships will be WinGD from CSSC and will employ the GTT Mark III liquid cargo maintenance 

system. The 5,500 TEU ships will use a new generation of WinGD main engine from CSSC and be fitted 

with scrubbers. 

CMA CGM said these orders were to accommodate market growth and will add to the companyôs 

existing newbuilding schedule. At the end of 2020, the group reported that it had on order five 23,000 

TEU LNG-fueled vessels, of which two currently remain to be delivered, along with two 1,400 TEU 

vessels, five 15,000 TEU LNG vessels, and five 15,000 TEU conventional fuel vessels with scrubbers. 

In February of this year, CMA CGM said that six of its new 15,000 TEU boxships, which are due to enter 

service between October 2021 and the end of 2022, would be introduced on one of the companyôs China 

to Los Angeles routes. The CMA CGM Group has said it is committed to the use of LNG-fueled vessels 

as its first step toward achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. By the end of 2022, the line expects to be 

operating 32 LNG-powered containerships. 

CSSC noted that this new order, which was effective immediately, extends its partnership with CMA 

CGM and that when combined with other orders, the company is now ahead of schedule on its annual 

targets. They noted that the containership market has rebounded rapidly becoming one of the hottest 

newbuildng sectors.  

CMA CGM joins Hapag-Lloyd, MSC, ONE, and Seaspan, each of which has also placed significant 

containership orders at the end of 2020 and in early 2021. Among the major lines, so far, Maersk is the 

only one that has not reported a new ship order. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Costa Rican authorities seize nearly half a ton of cocaine 
Jose, Apr 28 (Prensa Latina) Costa Rican Drug Control Police (PCD) agents detected and seized about 

460 kilograms of cocaine on Tuesday in a container bound for the port of Antwerp, in Belgium. PCD 

officers found 460 cocaine packages, weighing one kilogram each, when scouting out a container with 

rubber packaging and metal pieces at the APM Terminal de Moin, in the Caribbean province of Limon.  

Statistics show that local authorities seized 16,192 kilograms of cocaine in containers in 2020, while in 

2019 there have found 5,927 kilograms only. Source : Prensa Latina 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/author/marex
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Sailor Finally Released From Abandoned Ship After Four Years 
Posted: 30 Apr 2021 06:16 AM PDT 

 

First Officer Mohammed Aisha had been stranded on the 

ñcursedò MV Aman, for almost four years onboard, stuck off 

the Egyptian coast. He has finally been freed and has flown 

home to Syria. 

The BBC reports that it began in July 2017, when the MV 

Aman was detained at the Egyptian port of Adabiya. The 

cargo ship was held because it had expired safety equipment and classification certificates. 

It should have been easy enough to resolve, but the shipôs Lebanese contractors failed to pay for fuel and 

the MV Amanós owners in Bahrain were in financial difficulty. 

With the shipôs Egyptian captain ashore, a local court declared Mohammed, the shipôs chief officer, the 

MV Amanôs legal guardian. 

 

Mohammed, who was born in the Syrian Mediterranean port of Tartus, says he wasnôt told what the order 

meant and only found out months later, as the shipôs other crew members started to leave. 

 

For four years, life ï and death ï passed Mohammed by. He watched as ships sailed past, in and out of the 

nearby Suez Canal. 

 

By August 2019, Mohammed was alone but for the occasional guard and trapped on a vessel with no 

diesel and, consequently, no power. He was legally obliged to stay aboard and was unpaid, demoralised 

and feeling increasingly unwell. 

 

In March 2020, a storm blew the Aman off its anchorage. The ship drifted five miles (8km), eventually 

running aground a few hundred metres from the shoreline. It was terrifying at the time, but Mohammed 

thought it was an act of God. Now he was able to swim ashore every few days, buy food and recharge his 

phone. 

 

According to the International Labour Organization, there are more than 250 active cases around the 

world where crews are simply left to fend for themselves. It says 85 new cases were reported in 2020, 

which is twice as many as in the previous year. 

 

Mohamed Arrachedi of the International Transport Workers Federation, who took up Mohammedôs case 

in December, said this should be a moment for everyone in the shipping industry to reflect. 

 

ñThe case of Mohammed has to serve to open a serious debate to prevent these abuses to seafarers on 

ships,ò he told me. 

 

The debate, he said, had to involve ship owners, port and maritime authorities and flag states. 

ñThis drama and suffering of Mohammed Aisha could have been avoided if the owners and the parties 

with responsibilities and obligations to the ship had assumed their responsibilities and arranged his 

repatriation earlier.ò 

 

For his part, Mohammed said he felt trapped in a situation not of his making, cornered by Egyptian law 

and ignored by the shipôs owners. He said months would go by without communication ï leaving him 

feeling let down and isolated. 

 

Thanks to Bob McKane and David Rye for contributing to this post.  

The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oil tanker leaks crude after collision near Chinaôs Qingdao port  
The A SYMPHONY, a Suezmax tanker capable of carrying 

about one million barrels of crude, was struck by a bulk 

carrier at an anchorage site off Qingdao port in the Yellow 

Sea, according to the technical manager of the vessel. The 

spill could threaten operations at Qingdao port in China's 

Shandong province, the biggest crude-receiving terminal for 

the worldôs largest importer, and a hub for oil refiners that 

account for about a quarter of Chinaôs total The A 

SYMPHONY, a Suezmax tanker thatôs capable of carrying 

about 1 million barrels of crude, was struck by a bulk carrier 

at an anchorage site off Qingdao port in the Yellow Sea, 

causing it to spill, according to Goodwood Ship 

Management, the technical manager of the vessel. Nearby 

vessels are being instructed to stay at least 10 nautical miles 

(18.5 kilometers) away from the area, Chinaôs maritime 

safety agency said in an alert on Tuesday. All of the 

tankerôs crew have been accounted for and no injuries 

have been reported, the ship manager said in a statement. 

While local response experts have been deployed to 

contain the oil spill and begin clean up operations, the 

efforts are being hampered as the port is closed due to 

poor visibility, it said. 

 The spill could threaten operations at Qingdao port in 

Shandong province, the biggest crude-receiving terminal 

for the worldôs largest importer, and a hub for oil refiners 

that account for about a quarter of Chinaôs total 

processing capacity. Spills can take months ð even 

years ð to clean up, and could also damage the areaôs 

ecosystem as well the livelihoods of people who depend 

on the sea. The leak was at the emergency-response 

stage, and hadnôt yet reached the pollution-evaluation 

level, an official at the dangerous goods anti-pollution 

department at the Maritime Safety Administration said by phone. Calls to the Ministry of Transport went 

unanswered.  The vessel was most recently signaling Qingdao as its next destination, according to 

ship tracking data compiled by Bloomberg. It had a draft of 17.1 meters, suggesting it was full. Before 

heading to China, the ship had visited the waters off Malaysiaôs Sungai Linggi, a popular spot for so-

called ship-to-ship transfers in which oil is moved from one vessel to another.   

Such activities are sometimes carried out to transfer cargoes between vessels, or to obscure the origin of 

the oil on-board. It remains too soon to evaluate the size of the spill. Source : Bloomberg/Aljazeera 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NANCY WAKE ï THE WHITE M OUSE 
https://anglophone-direct.com/french-resistance-perpignan-and-nancy-

wake/?fbclid=IwAR1a1iSApzfamo2_cb4-GiAatRB6Foa1O1vdm_cHO4JvnMe8WrrTvruTE4U  

UK P&I Club 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lessons Learnt: Wet damage to cargo of maize 
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/article-

1234/?dm_i=33T,7CY7N,LGE99N,TVB0U,1  

UK P&I Club 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

https://anglophone-direct.com/french-resistance-perpignan-and-nancy-wake/?fbclid=IwAR1a1iSApzfamo2_cb4-GiAatRB6Foa1O1vdm_cHO4JvnMe8WrrTvruTE4U
https://anglophone-direct.com/french-resistance-perpignan-and-nancy-wake/?fbclid=IwAR1a1iSApzfamo2_cb4-GiAatRB6Foa1O1vdm_cHO4JvnMe8WrrTvruTE4U
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/article-1234/?dm_i=33T,7CY7N,LGE99N,TVB0U,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/article-1234/?dm_i=33T,7CY7N,LGE99N,TVB0U,1
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Höegh Autoliners: Launching The Most Environmentally Friendly Car 

Carrier Ever B uilt  
Höegh Autoliners is accelerating its decarbonisation efforts to meet its goal of a zero emissions future. 

Todayôs Aurora Class launch is a crucial step in the companyôs sustainability commitment. Designed for 

9,100 car equivalent units it will also be the world´s largest car carrier. With the future of cargos and zero 

carbon fuels in mind, the Aurora vessels is designed for a greener future. It is the most environmentally 

friendly car carrier ever built. The Aurora Class represents a big step on our path to a zero emissions 

future says Höegh Autoliners´ Chief Executive Officer Andreas Enger. 

We have entered a Memorandum of Understanding with our professional and long-term partner Xiamen 

Shipbuilding Industry. This will make it possible to have the first vessel delivered by the end of 2023 the 

CEO continues.  

Höegh Autoliners has a solid history on emission cuts and long-term efforts to combating climate change. 

We have since 2008 achieved an improved carbon intensity of 37 per cent in our fleet. This has put us in 

the forefront in sustainable shipping in the deep-sea RoRo segment.  

The Aurora class is designed to transport the cargo of the future. Its strengthened decks and enhanced 

internal ramp systems, enable Electric Vehicles on all decks and provides more flexibility for heavier 

project cargo.  The Aurora Classô multi-fuel engine꜡can run on various biofuel and conventional fuels, 

including LNG. With minor modifications it can transition to use꜡future zero carbon fuels, including 

Green Ammonia.  

Hans Eivind Siewers, Segment Director Passenger Ships & RoRo at 

DNV says :  

With the multifuel engine and DNVôs new ammonia ready notation, 

Höegh Autoliners is bringing the segment and work to decarbonise the 

maritime industry to a new level. The Aurora design will further meet 

the enhanced safety standards and reduce environmental footprint significantly. DNV are proud to 

support Höegh Autoliners on their path to zero. With the right partners, technology and mindset, we will 

be able to achieve a safe and sustainable maritime industry. Being ready for zero carbon fuels and taking 

advantage of the latest technology on everything from energy optimization to internal ramp systems the 

Aurora Class will bring decarbonisation and cargo efficiency to a new level. This will reduce Höegh 

Autoliners carbon footprint and support decarbonising customersô supply chain. We are accelerating our 

decarbonisation efforts to meet our net zero emissions target by 2040. Together with our customers and 

trusted partners we will make a significant contribution to a more sustainable maritime industry concludes 

Andreas Enger.  

MAN: Kjeld Aabo, Director New Technologies at MAN Energy Solutions: Reducing emissions is more 

important than ever. With the selected MAN B&W engine, Höegh Autoliners will be able to operate on 

various fuel types. After modifications of the engine, tank and auxiliary systems, the engine will be ready 

to run on virtually any future zero carbon emission fuels: including Ammonia. We at MAN Energy 

Solutions are proud to be the partner on Höegh Autolinersô path to zero. DNV: Hans Eivind Siewers, 

Segment Director Passenger Ships & RoRo at DNV: The Aurora design has the following notations: +1A, 

Car Carrier, MCDK, ICE C, E0, NAUT-OC, CLEAN DESIGN, BWM-T, TMON, BIS, COAT PSPC (B), 

GAS FUELLED, BATTERY (safety), F(C), Recyclable, SHORE POWER, Gas ready Ammonia (D, S, 

MEc, T), which makes it the first in the segment that is ready for operation on carbon neutral ammonia. 

The Ammonia ready notation and the multifuel engine proves that Höegh Autoliners is a forerunner in 

sustainability. DNV are proud to support Höegh Autoliners on their path to zero. With the right partners, 

technology and mindset, we will be able to achieve a safe and sustainable maritime industry. Deltamarin: 

Janne Uotila, CEO at Deltamarin:  Deltamarin and Höegh have been leading the way for the unique high-

end PCTCôs and other highly specialized ro-ro vessels already for the last 20 years. The Aurora class will 

be the worldôs largest PCTC and able to take future carbon neutral fuels, such as ammonia, which has 

been considered, for example, in the fuel storage design. Cooperation with Höegh has always been 

excellent, and it has been our privilege to work alongside with the innovative, responsible, and forward-

looking professionals who know their own business thoroughly. Source: Höegh Autoliners 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Underwater Vertical Curr ent Suspected Behind Naval Submarine Tragedy  
 Indonesian Navy Chief of Staff assistant Rear Admiral Muhammad Ali said that nature may have had a 

role in the sinking of the naval submarine KRI Nanggala 402 and mentioned underwater currents as a 

possible cause of the tragedy. He asserted on Tuesday that underwater currents are extremely influential 

in a naval submarineôs submerging procedure which is why Navy submarine crewmen always follow 

established guidelines prior to a mission. ñThere are what are called internal solitary waves that according 

to oceanographers are strong underwater vertical currents [that causes submarines to sink] at a faster rate 

than normal. This must be watched for,ò said the navy officer on April 27. Echoing Aliôs assessment, 

commander of the Naval Staff and Command School Rear Admiral Iwan Isnurwanto said the northern 

part of Bali strait has shown internal wave activities which is based on satellite observations from Japanôs 

Himawari-8 and Europeôs Sentinel on April 21 or 20 UTC. Iwan made it clear that getting caught in an 

internal wave would render the navy crewmen helpless despite already being in their stationed posts. 

ñThen it would be natureôs will,ò he said.  

 The naval submarine KRI Nanggala 402 lost contact on Wednesday, April 21, in the Bali strait as it was 

undergoing a torpedo drill. It was only confirmed three days after that the German-built submarine had 

sunk. 53 crewmen were officially deemed dead one day after. KRI Nanggalaôs fuselage was found by an 

ROV separated into three pieces at the depth of 838 meters on the ocean floor. Source: Tempo 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suez Canal needs second channel to avoid a repeat of the recent blockage  
DUBAI's terminal operator DP World has called on Egypt to build a second channel to the Suez Canal to 

avoid the severe disruptions to port operations brought about by the Ever Given blockage, reports UK's 

The Loadstar. 

Group chairman and CEO Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem said: "The canal is a critical artery for world trade 

and its blockage last month cost the world economy almost US$9 billion a day. Weeks later, we are still 

giving relief to those who have had cargo delayed across our operations at Jeddah, Sokhna, Egypt and 

Dubai. " 

Smooth world trade flows are the backbone of small and big business around the world. Egypt should 

consider investing in another channel into the canal from the Red Sea to avoid future blockages. "We 

must stay focused on infrastructure solutions that prevent supply chain disruptions while helping 

businesses move their cargo efficiently if they do happen." Egypt did invest in a second channel at the 

Mediterranean-end of the canal, which was opened in 2015, but the Ever Given became stuck after 

entering from the Red Sea.  

Mr Sulayem was speaking following the recent release of DPW's first-quarter results which show the 

operator posted 10.2 per cent year-on-year volume growth, reaching 18.9 million TEU across its portfolio 

of container terminals. "The first quarter was a strong start to the year and all three regions delivered 

growth, especially our terminals in India and Australia. Encouragingly, the stabilisation in Jebel Ali 

continues, with the terminal handling 3.5 million TEU in Q1, up 2.6 per cent year on year," the company 

noted.  Citing estimated industry growth of 8.9 per cent, Mr Sulayem added: "This performance is ahead 

of expectations and illustrates the resilience of the global container industry and DP World's continued 

ability to outperform the market."  Trade volume growth has accelerated and our strategy of providing 

integrated supply chain solutions to beneficial cargo owners has allowed us to benefit from this recovery." 

Indeed, Mr Sulayem said DPW's percentage of revenue from its terminal business had dropped from 80 

per cent in 2014, to 45 per cent in 2020, due to investments in logistics services and feeder shipping, for 

example. As well as diversifying revenue away from port operations, DPW has been busy investing in 

potentially disruptive technologies, such as Virgin Hyperloop.  DPW is also keen to funnel more south-

south trade through Dubai, at the expense of European transshipment hubs. It has been heavily promoting 

the World Logistics Passport (WLP) since its launch in January 2020, signing up a string of member 

countries including Brazil, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Senegal, South Africa, 

Thailand and Uruguay. WLP promises to "increase trading opportunities between emerging markets" - 

apparently with all 'air and sea roads' leading to Dubai, via a loyalty scheme for members, and reduced 

customs barriers. Source : Schednet 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is Parametric Rolling in Container Ships? 
Rolling and pitching is a part of every ship that is going out at the sea. The first thing you might think up 

on hearing the word ñParametric rollingò is that it must be a type of rolling movement occurring in ships. 

Rolling and Pitching is a normal movement phenomenon which occurs in all kind of ships, so what is 

new about this?  

The difference is that ñParametric Rollingò is a type of 

movement that is experienced only on Container Ships. 

container lashing failure  

Causes of Parametric Rolling  

The size of container ships is increasing drastically as 

companies are looking forward to monster ships; for 

e.g. Maerskôs Triple-E Vessels. The new container 

ships coming to the market have large bow flare and 

wide beam to decrease the frictional resistance which is 

generated when the ship fore end passes through the 

water, making it streamlined with the hull.  

As the wave crest travels along the hull, it results in flare immersion in the wave crest and the bow comes 

down. The stability (GM ) varies as a result of pitching and rolling of the ship. The combination of 

buoyancy and wave excitation forces push the ship to the other side. 

The similar action 

takes place as the 

bow goes down in 

the next wave 

cycle resulting in 

synchronous 

motion which 

leads to heavy 

rolling up to 30 

degree in a few 

cycles. This type 

of rolling is 

known as 

Parametric 

rolling. This 

phenomenon 

occurs only when the sea condition is in head / stern or anywhere near to them. There are two pitch 

cycles- maximum and minimum. The period of roll is half the natural rolling period which coincides with 

large phase angle and maximum roll always occurs when the ship is pitching down i.e. bow is down.  

Effects of Parametric Roll :  

Ø Heavy stresses in ship structure especially in fore and aft parts  

Ø Extreme stresses on container and their securing system resulting in failure of the same and even loss 

of containers  

Ø Unpleasant for the crew of the ship  

Ï Variation in the load of shipôs propulsion engine  

Ø If not tackled quickly, it can result in capsizing of ship What to do in case of Parametric Rolling on 

ships?  

Ø Do not panic in such situation. Keep your calm  

Ø If rolling and pitching occurs simultaneously, avoid a head on sea and change the route. Ø Always 

maintain a correct GM. Ship should not be too tender or too stiff. Ø The roll damping measures must be 

quickly used Source : marineinsight. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
container lashing failure 
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Pilot: ñAdviserò and/or ñSpecialistò? by Ed Verbeek  
I have had the privilege of being at quite a number of meetings, conferences and seminars, sometimes 

representing The Netherlands, but mostly representing the Netherlands pilots. I have had many 

discussions about the role of pilots and pilot organisations, which lead me to write an article ñWhat is the 

added value of pilotage?ò, published in the February 2020 issue of Seaways. 

It has become clear to me that only a few people actually know what pilots are doing. Even captains and 

mates generally only know what a pilot is doing on their (type of) ship, which can be quite different from 

what a pilot is doing on other (types of) ships. Just think of the difference of piloting cruise ships versus 

piloting Vale-Max bulkers. 

By the way, this works the other way around as well: pilots often donôt realise that slowly but surely they 

take their own port as yardstick of how pilots work, and that isnôt necessarily an accurate picture of 

pilotage in general.  

Still, Iôm convinced that the ones who know best what pilots are doing, are pilots themselves. So I believe 

that it is up to pilots to communicate their role in a way that is understood by their audience, which can 

have very different backgrounds. If we feel that the job of pilots is misunderstood, I think that we have to 

evaluate our way of communicating.  

An issue is that there are different legal descriptions of the job of the pilot. These roughly fall into two 

categories:  

Ø A pilot is any person, not belonging to a ship, who has the conduct thereof  

Ø A pilot is an adviser  

These seem very different descriptions. However, in most legislations which use the 2nd description, 

somewhere in the rules and legislations there are articles that allow, or even normalise, the pilot taking the 

con, so in practice the differences are not that large.  

Pilots coming from a background in which the pilot is described as an ñadviserò tend to use that 

description to explain their role on board. This article tries to assist pilot organisations with this 

background in thinking of an appropriate description to explain the job of maritime pilot in everyday 

language.  

The term adviser has not been chosen lightly, there are solid legal reasons to do so.  

However, in ordinary conversations I have noticed that the use of the term ñadviserò may lead to a 

misunderstanding of the role of pilots. This can happen with people who are not actively involved in 

bridge activities, and even with captains and mates of ship types on which pilots fulfil an advisory role, 

and who do not realise that this is only part of the spectrum of a pilotôs job.  

The term ñadviserò can easily lead to a view that pilots stand in the corner of the bridge with a cup of 

coffee or tea and say to the captain: ñthe current is setting you to the North, here left, there right, did you 

see that barge? There is your berthò. I have met intelligent, responsible people who couldnôt understand 

why we ñpoachò skilled master mariners and give them one year training for that kind of a job. Neither 

are they are convinced that a masters license is required, nor do they understand why pilots want to come 

on board. From their perspective, as a pilot is óonlyô an adviser and as he advices only about the local 

conditions, in these days it would be ñeasyò to give this advice from shore.  

To avoid such associations I have started to use the term ñspecialistò to explain the role of a pilot. This 

term can be used irrespective if the pilots are seen as ñhaving the conò or as ñan adviserò. The captain can 

be viewed as ñgeneral managerò. In those countries where the legal status of the pilot is ñadviserò, the 

captain (within legal boundaries) decides how to employ this specialist. This can be either in a direct 

operational capacity or in a more advisory role.  

For the sake of completeness, these are the descriptions of the terms as in the on-line Cambridge 

dictionary:  

Ø Adviser: someone whose job is to give advice about a subject:  

Ø Specialist: someone who has a lot of experience, knowledge, or skill in a particular subject; or someone 

who limits his or her studying or work to a particular area of knowledge, and who is an expert in that 

area: Expert: -a person with a high level of knowledge or skill relating to a particular subject or an 

activity; or -having or showing a lot of knowledge or skill: The word ñspecialistò carries the notion that 

the person has had additional education and training, and has amassed experience. It reduces the notion 
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that pilots are ñonly advisersò and advice only of local conditions. Aspects like shiphandling are better 

covered by terms like ñspecialistò or ñexpertò than by ñadviserò. This description of ñspecialistò needs to 

be expanded to a description of the role of the pilot and pilot organisation. I have tried to do that in the 

earlier mentioned article in Seaways. Iôll shortly mention some aspects, and refer to the article for those 

who want to read my arguments more in depth. Most discussion about pilotage revolves around the 

individual pilot on the individual ship. Often overlooked is the influence pilotage has on the traffic flow: 

pilotage as a system. Pilots can understand the problems of other ships(-types) firsthand, as they have 

been on board all these (type of) ships. The movements of ships with pilots, all with the same training, are 

predictable. Pilots have the opportunity to discuss formally and informally (meetings, pilots office/boat 

etc) so that consistency is improved. Which leads to the importance of pilot organisations, which provide 

education and training, information, facilitate meetings etc. to keep the specialist up to standard, and 

promote predictability.  Another aspect that deserves attention is the role of pilots as risk managers, to 

minimise the risk that the ship presents to port (and infrastructure). When I talk about the role of pilots, 

typically Iôll say that pilots are specialists, educated, trained and supported by the pilot organisation,. 

Because of their specialist knowledge and experience (local and manoeuvring) they can anticipate the 

critical parts of the voyage, both for the own ship as for all ships they are going to meet. Pilots have 

developed strategies to have maximum chance on a safe and expedient passage under all hydrological and 

meteorological circumstances (including aborting or not commencing the passage). They have seen so 

many bridge teams in action, that they are able to identify the weaker areas of the bridge team and are 

able to give support in the areas needed (to indicate the difference between bridge team and pilot, I call 

the combined team ñTeam on the Bridgeò). I hope that I have given you food for thought on how to 

verbalise the role of the pilot, who is supported by the organisation, without neglecting the larger picture 

of pilotage as a system. In normal conversations we generally do not use legal terms. Outside of legal 

proceedings, if the role of the pilot is mentioned maybe you could consider to avoid the use of the legal 

term ñadviserò and instead use words like ñspecialistò or ñexpertò, which are closer to the operational 

reality and can be used whichever the legal system. Editor's note: Opinion pieces reflect the personal 

opinion of individual authors. They do not allow any conclusions to be drawn about a prevailing opinion 

in the respective editorial department. Opinion pieces might be deliberately formulated in a pronounced 

or even explicit tone and may contain biased arguments. They might be intended to polarise and stimulate 

discussion. In this, they deliberately differ from the factual articles you typically find on this platform, 

written to present facts and opinions in as balanced a manner as possible.  

Author: Ed Verbeek Member.marine-pilots.com retired marine pilot 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scrubbers to account for 10bn tonnes of ópollutingô washwater annually  
By : Anasstasios Adamopoulos  

SCRUBBERS will discharge at least 10bn tonnes of ñacidicò and polluting washwater into the sea 

annually, the International Council on Clean Transportation has warned. A study by the research institute 

said that scrubber washwater would lead to ñwater pollution that is not well regulatedò, with its discharge 

happening mostly near coasts. ñImportantly, about 80% of scrubber discharges occur within 200 nautical 

miles of shore, with hot-spots occurring in heavily trafficked regions, including the Baltic Sea, North Sea, 

Mediterranean Sea, the Strait of Malacca, and the Caribbean Sea,ò it said. Scrubber uptake has increased 

dramatically since 2015 as a means of compliance with the global 0.5% sulphur emissions limit that came 

into effect in 2020. éééééééééééééééééé.. The ICCT said container ships, 

bulk carriers and oil tankers were responsible for about 70% of the discharges   ,,ééééééé 

ééééééééééé. washwater discharges. The most exposed port is the Port of Georgetown in 

the Cayman Islands in the Caribbean. The International Council on Clean Transportation estimates that 

ships will also discharge around 655m tonnes of washwater in regions designated by the IMO as 

Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas, such as coral reefs. The IMO should call on shipowners that have 

scrubbers to voluntarily stop the discharge of washwater in these sensitive areas and ultimately ban 

scrubbers altogether, the council said. ñGovernments should consider banning scrubber discharges in their 

waters and require ships to use cleaner fuels instead,ò its marine researcher Liudmila Osipova said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Royal Navy Sends A Strong Warning To China 
Bloomberg May 2, 2021 By Admiral James Stavridis (Bloomberg Opinion)  

Throughout my U.S. Navy 

career, I loved to operate at sea 

with the British Royal Navy. 

U.K. warships were unfailingly 

well-handled, manned by crisp 

communicators, and ð when 

they needed to be ð quite 

operationally lethal. And when 

you visited them at sea, you 

could actually get a beer in the 

wardroom at lunch ð unlike 

onboard our own ñdryò ships. 

In the 1990s, I spent a fair 

amount of time operating with 

the Nottingham, a destroyer led 

by a fellow young commanding 

officer who went on to be a 

British admiral and remains a close friend today, Ian Moncrieff. In our North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization operations conducting an arms embargo off the coast of the war-torn Balkans, his ship was 

simply the best of the multinational force ð outperforming my own brand-new Arleigh Burke-class 

destroyer, despite the Nottingham being a decade older. 

The news that the U.K. will soon send a full-strength carrier strike force to sea for the first time since the 

Falklands War in 1982 reminds me how capable U.S. allies can be globally. And given that the flotilla is 

deploying to the Indian and Pacific Oceans ð with stops planned in India, Japan, Singapore and South 

Korea ð it demonstrates the unity those allied nations are showing with the U.S. in its growing rivalry 

with China. 

Centered on the 60,000-ton aircraft carrier Queen Elizabeth, the strike group includes two frontline air-

defense destroyers and two very capable antisubmarine frigates, as well as a nuclear submarine. 

The air wing is made up of fifth-generation Joint Strike Fighters built by the U.S. and a consortium of 

allies, including the British. Additionally, there is a very capable suite of helicopters onboard capable of 

attacking both surface ships and submarines, and carrying out long-range reconnaissance and targeting. 

While lacking the catapult launching system on U.S. carriers (which weigh in at around 100,000 tons) and 

having an air wing about 40% smaller, it is still a formidable presence. 

Notably, there will also be an American destroyer outfitted with the Aegis missile-defense system 

assigned to the strike group, as well as a high-end Dutch combatant. 

All of this represents the vision of ñGlobal Britainò that the administration of Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson is touting post-Brexit. The strike group will ultimately visit 40 countries in the Indo-Pacific. As a 

parallel to the so-called Quad (Australia, India, Japan and the U.S.), the Brits will highlight their similar 

ñfive powersò defense agreement with Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand and Singapore. For the U.S., the 

more such allies and friends accomplish on their own in terms of security, the better. 

Predictably, China is unhappy with the deployment, calling it outside interference in the region. Similarly, 

Beijing has reacted negatively to ñfreedom of navigationò patrols in the South China Sea by other 

European nations, including France and Germany. Japan and other Pacific nations, on the other hand, 

have strongly welcomed the British deployment. 

The forceful U.K. presence in these waters way will be welcomed not just in Washington ð but also at 

the headquarters of the U.S. Pacific Fleet in Hawaii and, above all, by the U.S. Seventh Fleet in 

Yokosuka, Japan. The U.S. Navy knows that facing China will be the ultimate team sport. 

James Stavridis is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. He is a retired U.S. Navy admiral, former supreme 

allied commander of NATO, and a bestselling author. © 2021 Bloomberg L.P 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aircraft  Carrier Shandong Deploys to South China  
China has sent its Shandong aircraft carrier for military 

training in the South China Sea and plans to continue similar 

exercises, the state-owned Global Times said. The training 

conducted by the Peopleôs Liberation Armyôs Shandong 

aircraft carrier task group is ña routine exercise,ò the paper 

said on Twitter Sunday, citing a PLA Navy spokesperson. It 

didnôt give exact timings for the exercises.  

ñWe hope the outside world can view it objectively and 

rationally,ò the PLA spokesperson was cited as saying in the tweet. The military exercises come weeks 

after the U.S. and the Philippines voiced concerns about the presence of more than 200 Chinese fishing 

vessels near a disputed reef in the South China Sea. China said those ships were just ñsheltering from the 

wind.ò  

China also deployed its first advanced amphibious assault ship and two other new vessels at a naval port 

in the southern Chinese province of Hainan last month. The buildup, combined with moves to fortify its 

South China Sea hold, has raised fears that it could look to deny the U.S. military access to waters off 

Chinaôs coastline. Beijingôs latest actions raise questions about the future of U.S.-China ties, which have 

remained tense months into the Biden administration. Apart from spats over the South China Sea, the 

U.S. administration has continued to criticize Beijingôs actions in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Xinjiang. 

 Biden has maintained his predecessorôs tough rhetoric toward the U.S.ôs main rival and has declined to 

lift the tariffs Donald Trump had imposed. Early meetings with the leaders of India, Japan, and South 

Korea also suggest the U.S. administration is shoring up alliances in the Indo-Pacific to counter Beijing. 

Taiwan is a flash point as Chinese fighter jets repeatedly entered Taiwanôs air defense zone in April. 

Biden sent an unofficial U.S. delegation last month to Taipei as a show of support. Source : Bloomber 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Royal Navy and RAF combine efforts to deliver vaccines to worldôs most 

remote Overseas Territory  
UK Armed Forces have transported coronavirus vaccines to 

the Overseas Territory of Tristan da Cunha ï the most remote 

inhabited island in the world. For the first time, the Royal 

Navy assisted the RAF and Strategic Command in a 6-day 

operation this month to the isolated South Atlantic island 

community.An RAF Voyager aircraft made the 8,000 mile 

trip from RAF Brize Norton to the Falkland Islands, via Dakar in Senegal to refuel, before HMS FORTH 

sailed the 2,000 mile voyage to Tristan da Cunha. Delivered on behalf of the Foreign, Commonwealth 

and Development Office and Crown Agents, enough doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine have now 

been delivered to the island to cover the entire adult population. Minister for the Armed Forces, James 

Heappey said: This operation to transport vaccines to one of the most remote parts of the world, reaffirms 

our commitment to the people of our Overseas Territories. éééé.. Source : UK Ministry of Defence 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lost In The Med, A Starving Grey Whale Must Find His Way Out 
Reuters 

Thierry Auga-Bascou, scientist and member of the French 

Biodiversity Agency (not pictured), takes a skin sample of Wally, 

the 15 month old gray whale, swimming in the Mediterranean Sea 

past the coast of Argeles-Sur-Mer, France, May 6, 2021. Picture 

taken May 6, 2021. REUTERS/Alexandre Minguez 

https://gcaptain.com/lost-med-starving-grey-

whale/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-afce441a64-

139894965&mc_cid=afce441a64&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DEEP-SEABED MINING ROBOT PATANIA II SUCCESSFULLY 

RECONNECTED ï MISSION CONTINUES  
A prototype deep-seabed mining robot that had become 

uncoupled from a cable connecting it to a surface vessel has 

been successfully recovered from the floor of the Pacific 

Ocean. Patania II - GSRôs purpose-built prototype nodule 

collector - is currently being trialled in 4,500 m water depth 

in the Clarion Clipperton Zone (CCZ) of the Pacific Ocean. 

On its final dive in the GSR area on 25 April, a lifting point 

separated and Patania II was uncoupled from the 5 km cable 

that connects it to the surface vessel. Following a survey by a 

remotely operated underwater vehicle a recovery mission 

was undertaken and successfully completed on 29th April.  

ñWe are taking a cautious, step-by-step approach to project development. We conduct these trials to better 

understand the challenges involved so we can continuously 

refine our technology.ò said Kris Van Nijen, Managing 

Director of GSR. ñThe prototype has functioned well, and 

learnings will be taken into the next phase of development. 

This is pioneering engineering work and we were prepared 

for multiple eventualities. Today we were able to reconnect 

Patania II and we look forward to completing the mission, 

including further deployments of Patania II.ò  

Prior to this incident Patania II had successfully 

demonstrated its ability to drive and manoeuver on the deep 

seabed and collect polymetallic nodules. Independent 

monitoring of the trial by scientists from 29 European 

institutes was also successfully completed. This is the first 

project in history that is being developed for the common heritage of humankind as enshrined in the Law 

of the Sea Convention. Everything is in the public domain and there is intense public scrutiny. We accept 

that and welcome it. We are committed to transparency, public participation and evidence-based decision 

making. This requires a little patience. The current trial is being monitored by independent scientists who 

will report their findings in due course. These findings will provide some of the evidence required for 

rational decision making. GSR will only apply for a mining contract if the science shows that, from an 

environmental and social perspective, the seabed can be a responsible source of the primary metals 

needed for population growth, urbanisation and clean energy transition.  

GSR is the deep-sea exploratory division of the DEME Group, a world leader in marine engineering, 

dredging, and environmental remediation. Using its 140 years of know-how, DEME is helping to address 

many of the most pressing global challenges, including climate change, rising sea levels, and the 

transition to renewable energy. DEMEôs investment in seabed mineral exploration ï through GSR ï is 

part of the Groupôs long-term commitment to this vision. GSR will only apply for a mining contract if the 

science shows that, from an environmental and social perspective, the seabed can be a responsible source 

of the primary metals needed for population growth, urbanisation and clean energy transition. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tanker crew 12 positive, 4 in hospital with 2 in ICU, France  
by Mikhail Voytenko  

Tanker FMT BERGAMA arrived at Port-la-Nouvelle from Terneuzen, Netherlands, in the evening May 

6, was berthed on May 8. Prior to arrival, Master reported covid-like symptoms among crew. Theyôve 

been tested while the ship was at anchor, 12 were found to be test positive, 4 had to be taken to hospital, 2 

of them put in ICU. Same unanswered question ï were the crew members vaccinated before the voyage? 

Source: Fleetmon  SEAFARERS ARE KEY WORKERS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D-Day 77: The Official Opening of  

The British Normandy Memorial  

 
Veterans and relatives of the Normandy fallen are invited to witness a long-awaited historic 

moment as the British Normandy Memorial is officially opened on 6 June 2021, the 77th 

anniversary of D-Day.  
 

As Covid-19 restrictions prevent travel to Normandy, the Normandy Memorial Trust and the Royal 

British Legion are together hosting a commemorative event at the National Memorial Arboretum in 

Staffordshire. Guests will watch a live broadcast of the official opening of the newly completed 

British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, presided over by the British Ambassador to France, 

Lord Edward Llewellyn, accompanied by senior French guests. Normandy Veterans and relatives of 

the fallen may apply for a place here. The general public will be able to follow the entire event live 

via the British Normandy Memorial website. 

 

The commemorations at The Arboretum will also include coverage of the service of Remembrance at 

The Bayeux Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery and a Two Minute Silence at 11am. 

 

The official opening is the culmination of nearly six years of work by the Normandy Memorial Trust. 

The idea for the Memorial originated with the Trustôs Normandy Veteran Patron, George Batts MBE, 

Leg dôHon and was taken up by many other Veterans, including the Trustôs Veteran Ambassador and 

Fundraiser, Harry Billinge, MBE, Leg dôHon. 

 
The Memorial features the óD-Day Sculptureô by British sculptor David Williams-Ellis, the D-Day 

Wall featuring the names of those who fell on D-Day itself and, on 160 stone columns, the names of 

those others who lost their lives between D-Day and the Liberation of Paris at the end of August 

1944. The site also includes a French Memorial, dedicated to the memory of French civilians who 

died during this time. 

 

WELCOME TO THE BRITISH NORMANDY MEMORIAL 

https://www.britishnormandymemorial.org/ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Australia bans bulk carrier Movers 3 after months of detention for appalling 

conditions  
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority has handed-down an 18 month ban to Panama-flagged bulk 

carrier MOVERS 3, which is operated by Aswan Shipping, according to AMSA's release. MOVERS 3 

has been detained at anchor off Weipa in far north Queensland since 4 March 2021 for failing to carry out 

important regular surveys of the ship, and for appalling working and living conditions onboard. 

Overnight, outstanding issues, namely the replacement of poorly maintained ballast tank head vents and 

the updated ship surveys, were finally resolved after a lengthy port State control detention.  On 29 April 

2021 AMSA released MOVERS 3from detention and immediately issued it with a ban, prohibiting it 

from entering an Australian port for 18 months. AMSA Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Sachi Wimmer 

said Aswan Shipping had shown a complete disregard for its obligations to provide decent working and 

living conditions for its seafarers and had not ensured its ships were maintained so they were safe for the 

crew and Australiaôs marine environment.  Ms Wimmer thanked the various parties involved who had 

assisted where Aswan Shipping had failed to act, organising food and welfare support for the impacted 

seafarers. Another of Aswan Shippingôs ships, MARYAM is still under detention in Port Kembla for 

similar issues after being inspected by AMSA back on 19 February 2021. AMSA continues to work with 

all parties involved with resolving the outstanding issues with MARYAM. Further updates on the 

situation with Maryam will be provided in due course. Source : portnews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concordia Damen launches A-ROSAôs next generation E-Motionô river cruise ship 
Concordia Damen has completed the build of the 

hull of the latest addition to the fleet of A-ROSA 

Flussschiff, one of Europeôs leading operators of 

river cruises. In the next stage of the vesselôs 

construction, the hull will be transported by the 

heavy-lift vessel YACHT EXPRESS to Damen 

Shipyards Gorinchem in the Netherlands, where 

Concordia Damen will perform the outfitting. 

 Measuring 135 metres in length and 17.7 metres across, 

the four-deck vessel will feature 140 cabins ranging from 

two person to family units, making her the largest vessel 

to be operating on the Rhine in terms of passenger 

numbers. The majority of the cabins will have their own 

balconies and accommodation with separate living and 

sleeping areas available. Other family-friendly features 

include a childrenôs play lounge and pool as well as a larger pool for all ages on the sun deck. The 

restaurant will also have a separate childrenôs eating area.  

The adults meanwhile will be able to enjoy an unprecedented range of amenities including a sauna, 

whirlpool, ice grotto, heat bench and treatment rooms when they are not enjoying the sights from their 

balconies or the sun deck as they cruise along the river, or are ashore discovering the history and culture 

of the northern Rhine. Nor have the staff and crew been forgotten. They will have their own generously 

spaced cabins along with, for the first time, their own rest and relaxation area where they can unwind 

before and after working hours.  

In line with the principles of both A-ROSAôs and Concordia Damenôs, the river cruise ship will have a 

special focus minimising impact on its surrounding environment. A-ROSA describes its newbuild as an 

óE-Motionô vessel, and it will be equipped with a hybrid propulsion system including a zero-emissions 

battery drive. A diesel engine will be used for cruising, but when entering and leaving port the ship will 

switch to an electric engine powered by the battery for emissions-free operations. She will also be fitted 

for shore power, making her as clean at rest as she is underway. In addition, the hull has been optimised 

for minimum resistance and all heat and excess energy will be recovered where possible 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dramatic rescue in Weymouth Bay 
Both Weymouth RNLI lifeboats were launched just after 9.30pm on Monday 3rd May to search for 

a yacht in Weymouth Bay which had broken free from its mooring in Portland Harbour.  

When it broke free in severe gale force winds from its mooring, the 

skipper of the 44ô yacht (which is the home to the 2 people and a dog on 

board) had managed to get the engine started and had just enough control 

of the yacht, with his sails in shreds in the severe gale force winds he 

managed to steer the yacht through the North entrance of Portland 

Harbour and out into the bay. 

Under bare poles, in the severe gale force winds and rough seas, the yacht 

was being swept across the bay at approx. 6 knots. 

Once the yacht had been located, the Inshore lifeboat managed to get two 

crew members onto the casualty vessel and after some difficulty was able 

after about twenty minutes to assist the crew of the All-weather lifeboat 

establish a tow. 

By this time the yacht was approx. ½ mile form Redcliff Point and only 

minutes from running ashore. 

Once the vessel was under tow the All-weather lifeboat managed to pull the yacht to the safety of 

Weymouth Harbour arriving at about midnight. 

Ken Francis - Volunteer press officer 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ConocoPhillips-Chartered Jack-Up Drilling Rigs Sinks Off Malaysia 
Mike Schuler May 4, 2021 

A jack-up drilling rig has sunk after one or more of its legs penetrated the seabed off the coast of Sarawak, Malaysia 

on Monday, Malaysia-based drilling contractor Velesto Energy has confirmed. 

All 101 personnel on board the Velesto Naga 7 were transferred to rescue vessels immediately after the incident and 

no injuries are reported. 

The Velesto Naga 7 was operating at the 

Salam-3 well for customer ConocoPhillips at 

the time of the accident. Velesto said the 

incident occurred due to rapid soil 

penetration, which caused the rig to list and 

subsequently sink. The company said the rig 

is now fully submerged at the location. 

Drilling activities had no yet commenced and 

no well had been drilled at the time of the 

accident, Velesto said. 

ñAll the relevant authorities have been duly 

informed and we are currently monitoring the 

incident location for any potential adverse 

impact,ò Velesto said in a statement published 

to its website. 

ñThe Company is investigating the incident 

and evaluating recovery options. While the rig 

is covered by insurance, potential recovery 

efforts are ongoing and monitored.ò 

Among the 101 personnel rescued, 85 have 

already arrived in Miri, Sarawak, while the remaining 16 are en route to Miri and expected to arrive on Wednesday. 

ñAll persons on-board have been safely evacuated off NAGA 7 with no known injuries,ò a spokesperson for 

ConocoPhillips said. 

Naga 7 is one of seven ñwholly owned premium jack-up drilling rigsò in Velesto Energyôs fleet. 

The Salam well in block WL4-00 is operated by ConocoPhillips, which owns a 50% stake along with Malaysian 

energy producer Petronas. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Image shows the Naga 7 jack-up drilling rig listing off the coast 

of located off the eastern Malaysian state of Sarawak. 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://velesto.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/press-release-velesto-naga-7-incident.pdf
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MERCHANT NAVY COMMEMORATIV E THEME PROJECT (MNCTP)  
76TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF ACTION 

IN THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC 

MAY 2, 2021 

Ottawa, Today ï Mr. Stéphane Ouellette, President and Chief Executive Officer, Merchant Navy 

Commemorative Theme Project (MNCTP), observed the 76th Anniversary of the End of Action in The 

Battle of the Atlantic. The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest 

continuous battle of the Second World War that was fought at sea from 

1939 to 1945 (2,075 days). Canada entered the battle with six destroyers 

and 3,500 sailors, one third of which were reservists, and less than 40 

merchant vessels. A massive ship building effort resulted in Canada 

fielding the third largest navy in the world. This included over 400 

warships, 400 merchant vessels, 95,000 sailors, including 6,000 members 

of the Womenôs Royal Canadian Naval Service, and employing 12,600 

civilians in industry by the end of the war. It was on that fateful day of 

September 3, 1939, when the United Kingdom and France declared war 

on Germany, the passenger ship the S.S. Athenia was torpedoed by Uï

30, while on patrol in the northwestern sector of Ireland. The ship was 

carrying 1,103 passengers, including approximately 500 Jewish refugees, 

469 Canadians, 311 Americans, 72 British, along with 315 of her crew. 

However, 98 passengers and 19 crew members were killed. Fiftyïfour 

were Canadian, 28 were American, including Canadian Stewardess 

Hannah Baird. The first casualties of WWII were Canadian and 

American civilians. NEWS RELEASE- 2 - During the Second World 

War, a total of 25,343 merchant ships, with 164,783,921 tons of cargo on 

board, sailed from North America to Britain. The Royal Canadian Navy gave to the struggle over 2,000 

dead and 24 warships. More than 900 RCAF and Canadian Army personnel were also lost. Over 2,199 

Canadian Merchant Navy Seaman were killed in both WWI and WWII. Moreover, more than 250,000 

American Merchant Marine sailed the treacherous oceans of the globe. Over 6,835 American Merchant 

Marine were killed and over 11,000 wounded. In addition, 604 Merchant Mariners were taken prisoners 

of war, resulting in 61 casualties within POW camps. Quotes "As an Island Nation, we in the United 

Kingdom still depend heavily on the great trade routes of the sea. é During the Second World War, that 

vital lifeline came very near to being severed. The stark courage of the sailors of the Merchant Navy 

should never be forgotten, and I write to assure you of my prayers of thankfulness for all that our 

forebears and elders achieved, despite their great suffering." ï The Most Reverend and Right Honourable 

Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury (July 21, 2017) ñNever, never, never believe any war will be 

smooth and easy, or that anyone who embarks on the strange voyage can measure the tides and hurricanes 

he will encounter. The statesman who yields to war fever must realize that once the signal is given, he is 

no longer the master of the policy but the slave of unforeseeable and uncontrollable events.ò ï Sir 

Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, United Kingdom (1940-45, 1951-55) ñThe struggle for victory over 

Hitler hinged on getting men, weapons, fuel and food from Britain and the United States to every front 

line. For Dönitz, whose U-boats were attempting to sever the British lifeline across the Atlantic, it was a 

truth that gnawed at his very being.ò ï Mr. Jonathan Dimbleby, Author, The Battle of the Atlantic: ñHow 

the Allies Won the Warò.    

Associated Links Royal Canadian Navy - Home | Facebook Battle of the Atlantic Commemoration 

2021 - YouTube HMCS Lethbridge remembered on anniversary of Battle of the Atlantic 

(lethbridgeherald.com)  Royal Canadian Navy | RCN History | Battle of the Atlantic 

| A quick history (forces.gc.ca) The Battle of the Atlantic - Historical Sheet - Second 

World War - History - Veterans Affairs Canada 
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(Above) HMCS TRENTONIAN 

ï The Last Corvette Lost in the 

Battle of the Atlantic (Below) 

HMCS TRENTONIAN's Chiefs 

and Petty Officer's. 
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