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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of
companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea
Hi Shipmates,
Please find below more snippets of information since circular #05 was published 6TH May 2022.
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News
Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not
forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access.

MNA National Contact Points
Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk
Secretary, David Parsons - Tel: 01935 414 765 Email: secretary@mna.org.uk
Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk
Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875 Email: membership@mna.org.uk
MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer - Sandra Broom Tel 0121 244 0190
shop@mna.org.uk
Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner - fullahead@mna.org.uk Tel 01889 585 588

Change of Address???? If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, Email or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:R546060@aol.com membership@mna.org.uk secretary@mna.org.uk & events@mna.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Bahamian flagged pipelayer CASTERONE spotted in the Limassol anchorage May 16. Built in 2012,she is
owned by the Italian company Sapiem, is 325 metres long, weight 102302 tonnes, and IMO 9444194.
Photo : Simon N. Weir, Milton Point Pictures (c)
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
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P&O ferry Pride of Kent still grounded as it fails third inspection by
surveyors P&O ferry
The PRIDE OF KENT has failed an inspection by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) for a
third time. A team of surveyors boarded the grounded ship (3 May) at the request of P&O Ferries, but it
was revealed the vessel had failed yet another safety test.The PRIDE OF KENT was detained for the first
time on March 28 and failed an inspection by the MCA for a second time on April 13.It's been stuck in
the Port of Dover since the company sacked 800 of its staff on March 17. An MCA spokesperson said:
“There are no further inspections of P&O Ferries at the moment but we will reinspect when requested by
P&O Ferries”. P&O had previously hoped to resume sailings on the Dover to Calais route in mid-April
with the PRIDE OF KENT and the SPIRIT OF BRITAIN but both ships failed inspections by the MCA
after a "number of deficiencies" were found. The Spirit of Britain has since been inspected again and
cleared to sail.
A total of 23 failures were originally picked up on the Spirit of Britain by Maritime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA) inspectors on April 11. It was cleared to sail 11 days later. Although a full timetable will
resume on Wednesday, May 4, there is limited availability for passengers, as the SPIRIT OF BRITAIN is
the only ship which is currently operational. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps told the Transport Select
Committee on Wednesday that he ordered the MCA to scrutinise the ships "with a fine-tooth comb". P&O
Ferries came under fire after it was revealed some of its new crew were being paid under £4 per hour. Mr
Shapps has announced that legislation forcing ferry operators using UK ports to pay seafarers at least the
national minimum wage of £9.50 per hour will be included in the Queen's Speech on May 10. P&O
Ferries said it would "fully welcome" measures to increase pay for all seafarers in British waters as it
wants "a level playing field". Source: ITV
_____________________________________________________________________________________
QUOTE ~ Robert Benchley... I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, I take something for it.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Oil Tanker Owner and Operator to Pay $3 Million Criminal Fine for
Obstructing Justice and Concealing Pollution - Mike Schuler - May 6, 2022
A U.S. District Court Judge in Delaware has sentenced the owner and operator of a foreign-flag tanker to
pay a $3 million criminal fine for obstructing justice and concealing deliberate pollution from the vessel.
U.S. District Court Judge Richard G. Andrews for the District of Delaware sentenced Liquimar Tankers
Management Services Inc. and Evridiki Navigation Inc. after they were convicted at trial on all charges,
including violating the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships, falsifying ships’ documents, obstructing a
U.S. Coast Guard inspection and making false statements to U.S. Coast Guard inspectors.
Evridiki was fined $2 million and Liquimar was fined $1 million. Each have also been sentenced to a
five-year probation period.
In March 2019, the MT Evridiki was inspected by the Coast Guard in Big Stone Anchorage in Delaware
Bay after a delivery of crude oil. The jury found that during the inspection, Liquimar, Evridiki and the
ship’s Chief Engineer, Nikolaos Vastardis, tried to deceive Coast Guard inspectors regarding the use of
the ship’s oily water separator (OWS) and oil content meter (OCM), a required pollution prevention
device.
Chief Engineer Vastardis used a hidden valve to trap fresh water inside the sample line so that the OCM
sensor registered zero parts per million concentration of oil instead of what was really being discharged
overboard. The Coast Guard and government experts were able to prove that the OCM was being tricked
with fresh water by analyzing historic data recovered from the machine’s memory chip.
When the Coast Guard opened the OWS, they found it was inoperable and fouled with copious amounts
of oil and soot. Vastardis’ conviction was upheld in December 2021 by the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals, which rejected a challenge to U.S. jurisdiction over foreign vessels.
“Ocean outlaws and polluters such as these will continue to be vigorously prosecuted to the full extent of
the law,” said Assistant Attorney General Todd Kim for the Justice Department’s Environment and
Natural Resources Division.
At sentencing, prosecutors provided new evidence, based on a forensic examination of the ship’s
computers, that Liquimar was also making and using fake and forged certificates regarding safety and
environmental requirements. Fake certificates and fake seals, to imprint on the certificates, were e-mailed
to the ship by senior shore side employees including the Designated Person Ashore – a required manager
under international law who is charged with ensuring the vessel and its crew abide by the law.
According to the Justice Department, at least three senior employees of Liquimar were involved with
creating and sending the fake certificates, which related to the calibration of the OCM and whether
pressure relief valves for the cargo were actually tested properly.
A fake OCM certificate was used during the Coast Guard inspection and Vastardis was specifically asked
about the validity of the certificate. The Coast Guard further discovered that the data stored on the OCM
indicated the OCM was not energized on the date that the fake certificate claimed the OCM was
calibrated. In addition, the certificate for the pressure relief valves was noted to be false because it had
claimed that the system was tested on a date that the cargo tanks were full, which is impossible.
While the defendants asked the judge to ignore the forged documents, federal prosecutors referred to
forgery as the “elephant in the room” and told the court that the companies “failure to address, let along
mention this willful misconduct, demonstrates that these defendants are willfully blind if not completely
unrepentant.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Captain ALBERT ROBERT WILLIAMSON OBE, DSC, Merchant Navy, his
career, and the WAHNSEIN INCIDENT in China, September 1926
an interesting little article:
https://www.naval-history.net/WW1xMemoir-Wahnsein.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________________

~Old Italian proverb...
After the game, the King and the pawn go into the same box
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Congratulations Piet
Piet Sinke editor of the
Maasmond Maritime Shipping News Clippings
daily shipping newsletter for
over 22 years, was awarded the
Royal Decoration and title
“Knight in the Order of OranjeNassau” by King Willem
Alexander of the Netherlands
yesterday. He received this title
for his exceptional and
outstanding services to the
maritime community
worldwide. The decoration was
received at the residence of
Margriet Vonno, the
Ambassador to the Netherlands in Singapore during an event with the Ambassador and friends from the
Maritime Industry. “As a surprise, our son Alex came from the Netherlands to Singapore especially for
this occasion.” Photo : Alexander Sinke
I glean much of the material for The Pulse from Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News Clippings
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Cunard Announces Deployment, Including New Queen Anne, For 2023-2024
Cunard unveiled over 110 international voyages sailing on its fleet between October 23, 2023 and May
14, 2024, including the maiden voyages on the new ship QUEEN ANNE .
Across the new itineraries, the four-ship fleet comprising of QUEEN MARY 2, QUEEN VICTORIA,
QUEEN ELIZABETH and QUEEN ANNE, will call at 126 unique ports in 51 countries, with voyages
ranging from two-night city breaks to a 108-night world voyage. QUEEN ANNE is scheduled to call at
more than 32 ports across the world during her maiden season, all sailing out of Southampton. Following
her maiden voyage to Lisbon, the newest Queen will embark on a collection of sailings in the
Mediterranean, Caribbean and Northern Europe as well as an Eastbound Transatlantic Crossing. In 2024,
QUEEN VICTORIA will embark on a 107-night World Voyage, departing Southampton on a full
circumnavigation. The ship will sail westbound to North America, including a transit of the Panama
Canal, onwards to Australia, Asia, and returning to Europe via South Africa, visiting 32 unique
destinations across her new voyages.
Queen Mary 2, the world's only ocean liner, will begin her season with an Eastbound Transatlantic
Crossing from New York, before setting off from Southampton on a 108-night World Voyage. The liner
will sail to the Mediterranean, Asia via the Suez Canal, Australia and returning to Europe via South
Africa. Following a fly-cruise season in Barcelona, Queen Elizabeth will relocate to Singapore before
starting her Australian residency with a 6-night voyage from Fremantle. She'll then embark on a series of
short break and roundtrip voyages from Melbourne and Sydney, including a Christmas and New Year
voyage to New Zealand, a 10-night exploration of Queensland, and a new 14-night voyage calling in the
South Pacific.” Announcing each new voyage program for Cunard is always exciting, but this year is
even more so, as guests will be able to choose itineraries across four magnificent ships in the fleet for the
first time since 1999," said Matt Gleaves, Vice President, Commercial, North America. “Each ship offers
a unique experience with distinct itineraries: Queen Anne will be based out of Southampton, Queen
Elizabeth out of Australia and Japan, and QUEEN VICTORIA and QUEEN MARY 2will both sail world
voyages, one with a full circumnavigation and one exploring the finest destinations across the
Mediterranean, Asia, Australia and Africa. Our new voyages bring opportunities to explore all corners of
the world in luxurious surroundings while enjoying our White Star Service as well as all the other special
touches that make a trip with Cunard so special." Source : cruiseindustrynews.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Guess the year … we marched from ……..
Photos from the daughter of John Tincello (left on bottom right) who crossed the bar this year.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MEN CHARGED FOLLOWING FAILED ATTEMPT TO SMUGGLE
COCAINE ON CONTAINERSHIPS Posted by Abby Williams
Men charged following failed attempt to smuggle cocaine on containerships
THE AUSTRALIAN Federal Police has charged two Sydney men over a conspiracy to smuggle cocaine
into Australia via containerships. The men, aged 43 and 47, had allegedly planned to transport the drugs
by attaching them to the hulls of the ships. They were charged following an Operation Ironside
investigation, led by the AFP. They two men and another Sydney man, also aged 47, were allegedly part
of a transnational crime syndicate which had twice attempted to import cocaine into New South Wales
hidden in tyres attached to the outside of cargo vessels by chains. AFP officers allege Australian and
offshore members of the group used encrypted communications to organise the drug shipments, with the
first attempted importation of about 30 kilograms of cocaine occurring in October 2019. One of the men,
an experienced diver, allegedly tried to retrieve a tyre from a cargo ship docked at Port Botany but
dropped it on the ocean floor. NSW Police divers later found an empty tyre close to where the ship had
been berthed. Authorities believe the cocaine was dislodged during the vessel’s voyage to Australia.
Police will allege there were arguments between Australian and offshore members of the syndicate about
whether or not the drugs made it to NSW and who might be left with a multimillion dollar debt over the
failed importation. In February 2020 the group allegedly attempted a second importation containing a
further 30 kilograms of cocaine using the same tactics. According to the AFP, the group was unaware
NSW Police divers had been instructed to recover a tyre attached by chain to the hull of a containership
upon its arrival at Port Botany. Police will allege the second importation of drugs also dislodged at sea
before the vessel reached Sydney. Following ongoing investigations, AFP officers charged the three men
in April over their alleged roles in the conspiracy. The group is understood to have appeared in Sydney
Central Local Court on Wednesday this week. AFP detective superintendent Matthew Ciantar said
transnational organised crime groups target Australia because it is one of the most profitable countries in
the world to sell drugs. “The transnational serious organised criminals who prey on our communities to
make a profit undermine our national security and economy,” he said. “Had these drugs reached
Australian streets, this amount could have been sold to 300,000 individuals and put up to $45 million into
the pockets of dangerous criminals. “This outcome should serve as a clear message – no matter how you
try to import and hide drugs, and regardless of how successful your plans are, we will find you and you
will face the full force of the law.” NSW Police state crime command director, detective chief
superintendent Darren Bennett, said the seizure of the drugs had placed pressure on members of the
syndicate and their operations, which “ultimately led to their demise”. “SW Police will always work with
our partners to doggedly pursue anyone involved in drug importations and other serious organised crime
that poses a real risk to public safety,” he said. The three men have each been charged with conspiracy to
import a commercial quantity of border controlled drugs. The maximum penalty for the offence is life
imprisonment. The third man is expected to face court on 1 June. Source : Daily cargo News
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Oban RNLI Lifeboat Station marks 50th Anniversary with Lifesaving rescue
On Thursday 5 May, Oban RNLI marked its 50th anniversary with an emergency call out at Glensanda
Quarry on the Morvern Peninsula. Due to the seriousness of the casualty and the remote location, the
crew decided to launch their lifeboat to proceed to the scene as quickly as possible. The Coastguard
Helicopter at Prestwick was also requested. Oban RNLI crew were the first on the scene and carried out
assessments and casualty care before transferring the individual onboard the lifeboat. The casualty was
assessed by Scottish Ambulance Service Paramedics when back alongside the lifeboat berth in Oban,
before being transferred by an ambulance to Lorn and Islands Hospital in Oban for further treatment. Ally
Cerexhe, Coxswain at Oban RNLI, explained: “Today, the Oban Lifeboat Station marked fifty years of
saving lives at sea and today was no exception as we responded to an emergency at Glensanda Quarry.
Oban RNLI wish the casualty a full and speedy recovery.” Source : RNLI
_____________________________________________________________________________________
I'm not a paranoid, deranged millionaire. Actually, I'm a billionaire ………… ~ Howard Hughes...
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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ATSB Issues Preliminary Report on Cement Carrier’s Collision with Tugs
The Australian Transport Safety Bureau has released a preliminary report from its ongoing investigation
into a cement carrier’s collision with two berthed tugs at Devonport, Tasmania back in January. Both tugs
sank as a result of the but no
injuries were reported. The
preliminary report describes the
Australian-flagged Goliath’s entry
into the port, radio calls with both
the Devonport vessel traffic
service (VTS) and a mooring lines
boat (which was to assist in
mooring Goliath as it would come
alongside the wharf), the roles and movements of the ship’s crew on the bridge, and the ship’s maneuvers
leading up to the collision. Although the report does not provide any analysis, findings, or conclusions,
which will be provide in the investigation’s final report, the preliminary report does outline factual
information gathered during the investigation so far. According to the report, as the ship approached the
port’s swing basin, the crew received two radio calls from the mooring boat. Goliath’s master asked the
second mate to respond to the radio calls, so the second mate moved from beside the steering console to
near the bridge front console to use the VHF radios located there. Meanwhile, the master commenced a
slow turn to starboard in the swing basin as part of the final approach to its berth.
Shortly after, Goliath’s master re-positioned from the wheelhouse to the port bridge wing conning station,
from where they maneuvered the ship using main engine power settings (via the main engine telegraph),
the bow thruster and a joystick to input rudder angle commands to the ship’s VecTwin steering system.
“As the maneuver progressed, the master felt that the ship was not swinging as expected and was closing
with two tugs moored at berth number Three West,” said ATSB Chief Commissioner Angus Mitchel. To
arrest the ship’s movement, the master set the VecTwin joystick to the ‘astern’ setting and placed the
main engine telegraph to first ‘half ahead’ and then ‘full ahead’.
“Ships fitted with the VecTwin twin-rudder steering system can be maneuvered at low speed with thrust
from the propeller re-directed as required by the two rudders, controlled by a joystick,” explained Mr
Mitchell. “The system allows astern thrust to be generated using ahead inputs on the main engine without
the need to stop the engine and engaging astern propulsion, as would be required for conventional ship
maneuvering.”With the ship’s speed unexpectedly increasing, the master checked the rudder angle
indicator and found that both rudders were still amidships and not at the angles corresponding to the
VecTwin joystick’s ‘astern’ setting. The master called out to the second mate that the steering was not in
VecTwin steering mode and immediately placed the engine telegraph to ‘stop’. At about the same time,
Goliath collided about halfway up the starboard side of the tug York Cove, at a speed of 4.7 knots. York
Cove was moored outboard of and alongside another tug, Campbell Cove. Both were severely damaged
and began to take on water almost immediately. On board Goliath, the second mate, who at that point was
positioned by the wheelhouse door, re-entered the wheelhouse and found the steering mode selector still
in manual steering mode. The second mate changed the steering mode over to VecTwin mode while the
master began to move the ship astern using astern inputs on the main engine to get clear of the tugs before
berthing the ship without further incident. Within about five hours of the collision, both tugs had sunk in
about 7 meters of water and were subsequently declared constructive total losses. There was nobody on
board the tugs, and no reported injuries on Goliath. “The investigation is progressing and the ATSB will
review and assess the ship’s safety management system and navigation procedures, the effectiveness of
bridge resource management on board, and review past incidents involving Goliath,” Mr Mitchell said.
“Investigators will also examine TasPorts’ pilotage exemption processes and port procedures, as well as
the shore pollution response.” A final report will be released at the conclusion of the investigation.
“However, should a critical safety issue be identified at any time during the course of the investigation,
the ATSB will immediately notify relevant parties so safety action can be taken,” Mr Mitchell said.
Source : Gcaptain
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Singapore port authority says tainted ship fuel loaded from UAE’s Khor
Fakkan
Contaminated fuel supplied to some 200 ships in Singapore came from a tanker that loaded the oil from
Khor Fakkan port in the United Arab Emirates, the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA)
said. MPA began investigations after it was notified on March 14 that a number of ships had been
supplied with high-sulphur fuel oil (HSFO) containing high concentration levels of chlorinated organic
compounds (COC)in Singapore.
MPA said in April that the tainted oil was supplied by Glencore Singapore Pte Ltd.
In further investigations to trace the oil’s origin, MPA said the tanker that loaded the oil from Khor
Fakkan had discharged the cargo into floating storage facilities in Tanjong Pelepas, Malaysia for further
blending, before being delivered to storage facilities in Singapore. Glencore had purchased the fuel
through Straits Pinnacle Pte Ltd, which had contracted its supply from Unicious Energy Pte Ltd, MPA,
which oversees the world’s largest bunkering port, said in a statement late on Thursday. Part of the
blended HSFO was also sold by Glencore to PetroChina International (Singapore) Pte Ltd. Glencore
declined to comment. The Khor Fakkan port, PetroChina, Singapore-registered oil trading companies
Straits Pinnacle and Unicious did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
MPA said that it had found fuel on board the tanker to contain high concentrations of COC, of up to
21,000 parts per million (ppm). MPA did not name the tanker involved and indicate where the oil was
originally produced. Ship-to-ship oil transfers often take place at Khor Fakkan where the oil’s origin is
unknown. Glencore and PetroChina had supplied the affected fuel to about 200 ships, and 80 of these
ships had reported various issues with their fuel pumps and engines, MPA said in April.MPA said
Glencore and PetroChina had tested the fuel in line with international standards, but did not detect the
contamination as current international standards do not require tests for COC.COC will be included in the
list of chemicals to be tested in bunker quality fuel assurance tests, MPA said. Source: Reuters (Reporting
by Isabel Kua; Editing by Florence Tan and Elaine Hardcastle)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Royal Navy destroyer HMS Duncan leaves Portsmouth for the first time in
almost three years after huge overhaul By Richard Lemmer
HMS DUNCAN is back at sea after an overhaul that aims to prepare the Type 45 destroyer for the next
five years of service. The warship is away from the city for the first time since November 2019 and is
now in the waters off the south coast to undergo a series of trials. Her crew returned to her last summer.
Earlier this year, all six of the navy’s Type 45 destroyers were stationed in the city’s port for
improvement works, as the ships had been plagued by engine issues since they were launched in 2010.
HMS Duncan’s commanding officer, Commander Ben Martin, hailed his ship’s return to sea and said:
‘This is a significant event in the life of HMS Duncan as she continues her journey back to front line
operations. ‘This has only been possible due to the strong relationship between BAE Systems, DE&S,
our industrial partners and the Royal Navy. ‘I am immensely proud of the sailors of HMS Duncan and
what they have achieved so far; it is a real honour to lead such a capable, enthusiastic and professional
team.’ Major changes have been made to the ship’s pipework for cooling propulsion and high voltage
equipment on board, as well as replacement rudders and a complete refurbishment of the destroyer’s
distinctive radar system on its foremast.
Among the 207 sailors aboard Duncan, there are many who are going to sea for the first time in their
naval careers, including Able Rating Kayleigh Hearn, the youngest member of the crew. She said: ‘It is
really exciting to be going to sea and putting into practice everything we have learned over the past few
months. ‘Bringing a ship out of refit is really challenging but also hugely rewarding.’ HMS Duncan will
spend the next several weeks undergoing trials with sporadic visits to Portsmouth. source : The News –
Portsmouth
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church
Please use large double door at the side entrance.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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A container ship carries thousands of containers as cargo

Each container is identified with a specific position depending on its location onboard the ship. This
position is called BAY ROW-TIER numbering. Check out the graphic to find out how this numbering is
done. Source : Marine Insight
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Launch of the Safety Net
MNWB and The Seafarers’ Charity
Fri, 13 May 2022 14:33
Dear Colleagues,
MNWB and The Seafarers’ Charity have joined forces to launch the Safety Net for all UK merchant
seafarers.
The new Safety Net website https://seafarersafetynet.org/ is full of free money management tools and
resources specifically to boost the financial resilience of UK merchant seafarers and was launched at the
MNWB’s Port Welfare Conference this week. For more information, please see the following link to the
press release: https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/support-for-seafarers-during-cost-of-living-crisis
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Here are the superyachts seized from Russian oligarchs
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/are-superyachts-seized-russian-oligarchs-rcna20346
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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500 Seafarers Remain Trapped on Vessels Stuck In Ukrainian Ports;
1500 Evacuated Since March
Just under 500 seafarers remain sheltered awaiting evacuation onboard 109 ships at Ukrainian ports in the
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, down from 2,000 six weeks ago. Three quarters of the seafarers trapped
in Ukrainian ports have now been evacuated from their stranded vessels, according to new data gathered
by the International Chamber of Shipping, collated in association with the IMO.
Today, the IMO adopted a resolution on actions to facilitate the urgent evacuation of seafarers, while
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres called for an escape route from the Mariupol ‘apocalypse’.
ICS is urging the preservation of humanitarian corridors, until all remaining seafarers have been safely
evacuated. The remaining 500 seafarers account for skeleton crews who remained on board to allow their
fellow crew mates to be evacuated. 1,500 seafarers have been safely evacuated from stranded vessels via
humanitarian corridors on land and at sea. These corridors comprised of evacuation flights and buses
from ports, organised by the maritime labour supply states of those affected. Some of the 1,500 are
awaiting their further transfer from shore locations in Ukraine, and many have been fully repatriated
home. The International Labour Organization (ILO), the IMO, UNHCR and humanitarian organisations
have coordinated deliveries of food, water, and medicines to remaining crew. While some supplies have
reached the intended recipients, delivering aid continues to be extremely difficult, particularly in high-risk
areas.
Vessels are stuck in: Mykolaiv (25), Chornomorsk (23), Kherson (16), Odessa (10), Berdyansk (8),
Pivdennyi (6), Mariupol (5), Nika Tera (2), Ochakiv (2), Izmail (1), and Yuzhny anchorage (1).
The affected seafarers, both the evacuated and those who remain onboard, are from 27 different countries,
with the largest number from the Philippines and India. Other affected seafarer nationalities include
Ukrainian, Russian, Chinese, Danish, Greek, and Turkish. ICS data indicates that most of the 109
stranded vessels are either bulk carriers (42) or general cargo vessels (38). Other vessels include oil
tankers, chemical tankers, tugs, ro-ro cargo, an ice-breaker, and motor hoppers. Natalie Shaw, director of
employment affairs at ICS, said: “The escape route out of ‘the apocalypse’ must be open to these
seafarers as well.” “While we are relieved that around 1,500 have been successfully evacuated, our focus
is on those still onboard. “We will continue to do all we can to facilitate their safe passage out of the
affected areas and, in the meantime, work with aid agencies to ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid to
those still affected. “Open dialogue made these rescue missions possible; we’re calling for continued
communication and co-operation. “We commend the rescue effort taken by flag states, port states, and
labour supply states, as well as governments, shipowners, unions, international aid agencies, and seafarer
charities.” Source : MarineInsight
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Masts to be axed from explosive-filled shipwreck in safety bid
By Tom Edwards –
Transport and environment correspondent, London
Published - May 9th; 2022.

Hidden below the Thames is one of London's
most unlikely tourist destinations.
We've travelled about 30 minutes, along with a
handful of day trippers from Southend, into the
Thames Estuary. Slowly, a set of masts sticking
out from the grey waves come into view. This is
the SS Montgomery, which was beached on a
sandbank in 1944.
The problem is that the wreck holds 1,400 tonnes
of explosives - which could detonate.

The wrecked SS Montgomery holds 1,400 tonnes of
explosives Image source, MCA
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Image source, Other Image caption,
The masts of the SS Montgomery can be
seen above the water line and from the
shore

The masts of the SS Montgomery can be seen above the
water line and from the shore
The ship is decaying and if the cargo explodes, a huge tidal
wave could blast towards the Kent and Essex shorelines and
onwards towards the capital. Richard Bain is from
Jetstream Tours, which is seeing an increased interest in
trips to see the masts of the SS Montgomery. "We get a lot
of people interested in the Montgomery purely because it's a
relic of the world wars," he said. "This year is the last year
we are going to be able see those masts." The wreck is
monitored and there is an exclusion zone around it but it is
not far from the main shipping lanes into the capital.

It is also not far from the site of the proposed Thames Estuary Airport, which was lauded by the thenmayor and now prime minister Boris Johnson. The Department for Transport wants to trim the masts as
it is feared they could fall on to the boat below and
cause a detonation. Businesses have been told the
masts will go in June. Mr Bain said he understood
why it was necessary because the "wind and waves
eventually collapse" everything in the rover, but it was
"a shame to see them go".
"To avoid a potentially catastrophic explosion, if it
ever did come to that, I think taking the masts off is
one of the best things the government has done this
year," he added. Professor David Alexander, from
The shipwreck is decaying
University College London, is an expert in risk and
disaster reduction and has studied the SS Montgomery
in detail. "Here you have got the remains of a ship broken into two," he said. "A top event is all of that
goes up and there's an almighty blast... and a huge column of water and debris and stuff.
"And we still have analogues of that from around the world where that has happened in the past so it's not
a totally unforeseen event. " The risk to nearby infrastructure could be on the scale of "a minor tsunami"
in the worst case scenario, he said.
If the cargo explodes, there could be
a minor tsunami, according to one
expert in risk management
A Department for Transport
spokesperson said monitoring
suggested the wreck was in a
"relatively stable condition" and
expert surveys were under way on
reducing the height of the masts. But
Professor Alexander thinks it is time
the authorities removed the
explosives, although he admitted the
work would not be cheap, not least
because "there's only one company in
If the cargo explodes, there could be a minor tsunami, according to
the world that could do that" and
one expert in risk management Image source, MCA
would "probably need robots". He
said: "You'd certainly need enormous care because the structure of the ship is disintegrating at an
accelerated rate. "I think over the last 77 years the government has thought to itself 'well, the longer we
leave it, the safer it gets'. "It appears if you talk to experts in explosives, that is the opposite of the truth."
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Autonomous Cargo Ship Completes 500-Mile Voyage in Congested Tokyo Bay
Posted on May 15, 2022 by Rick Spilman
Nippon Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha (NYK Line), partnering
with Israeli based software platform designers, Orca AI, has
demonstrated an autonomous 750 gross-ton commercial
cargo ship, Suzaka, on a 40 hour, 500-mile voyage in the
congested waters of Tokyo Bay, traveling without human
intervention for 99% of the trip.
During Suzaka’s 500-mile voyage, the autonomous cargo
ship performed 107 collision avoidance maneuvers without the help of a human. The program director
suggests that Suzaka avoided between 400-500 other vessels on the water during its outbound trip alone.
According to Orca AI, its safety navigation system was set up on the cargo ship to operate as a “human
watchkeeper,” providing real-time detection, tracking, classification, and range estimation on eighteen
onboard cameras, combined to provide a 360° view, day and night.
Thanks to Doug Bostrom for contributing to this post.
Posted in Current, Lore of the Sea, Ships Tagged Autonomous Cargo Ship, Nippon Yusen Kabushiki
Kaisha, NYK Line, Orca AI, Tokyo Bay permalink

Comment
Doug Bostrom on May 15, 2022 at 7:15 pm said:
This technology in combination with two-legged warm blooded watchkeepers will surely deliver a solidly
positive result.
By itself? “Things break.” Navigation & guidance is not the whole menu.
A brief visit to Chief Makoi’s Youtube channel helps us to understand how fully autonomous ships will be
doubtless very handy in some niche applications but beyond that… hmmm.
In reality and given the proclivities and influence of owners/charterers: ends up like unmanned engine
rooms? Fewer deck officers, with unmanned watches? I’m guessing that’s where this is headed.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sustainable Marine delivers first floating tidal power to Nova Scotia grid
Ocean energy pioneer Sustainable Marine today
announced it has successfully harnessed the
enormous tidal currents in Canada’s Bay of Fundy,
delivering the first floating in-stream tidal power to
Nova Scotia’s grid. Sustainable Marine CEO Jason
Hayman said it marks a significant milestone both
for the company and Canada’s broader marine
energy ambitions. It demonstrates that the Bay of
Fundy’s huge tidal energy resource – which
contains more than four times the combined flow
of every freshwater river in the world – can be
effectively harnessed providing up to 2500MW of clean and predictable energy for Canada.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Maldives to Venezuela: How Iran Uses Tankers to Help Get Oil to
An Ally
https://gcaptain.com/from-the-maldives-to-venezuela-how-iran-uses-tankers-to-help-get-oil-to-anally/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-cf2708c61d139894965&mc_cid=cf2708c61d&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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P&O Ferries' Pride of Kent had record number of faults including rescue
boats that didn't work and fire safety failures, inspectors found after firm
sacked 800 workers without notice By MATTHEW LODGE FOR MAILONLINE
The Pride of Kent was held for six weeks by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Inspectors from the agency found it had 47 failures, a record number of faults These included dirty
working conditions and problems with fire safety systems It also found that some rescue boats didn't
function and issues with lifebuoys
A P&O Ferries vessel was found to have a record number of faults by inspectors, including dirty working
conditions, rescue boats that didn't work and fire safety failures. The PRIDE OF KENT was detained in
Dover for six weeks in March by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), which found 47 failures
on the ship. It comes after the company suddenly sacked 800 staff in March and replaced them with
agency workers in an effort to cut costs, a move that infuriated unions and politicians. This led to most of
P&O Ferries' vessels being detained and inspected by the MCA, which then reported faults with them to
the Paris Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), an alliance of maritime authorities from 27 nations,
including the UK. The MOU listed the deficiencies, but only provided limited details.
Analysis by the PA news agency found the examination of Pride of Kent uncovered the most failures of
any of the 1,209 Port State Control inspections of ro-ro ferries - which vehicles can be driven on to and
off from - within the Paris MOU in the past three years.
The PRIDE OF KENT was detained after failing an initial examination on March 28. Thirteen of its 47
failures related to fire safety, including the fire detection system being 'not as required', a 'lack of training'
on fire drills and inadequate escape routes. Ten areas of concern with labour conditions were highlighted,
such as locations 'not hygienic', an issue with medical care and 'unsafe' electrics. The crew had a 'lack of
training' in how to navigate the ferry and a 'lack of familiarity' with operating its machinery. Fast rescue
boats were 'inoperative' and the provision of lifebuoys was 'not as required'. PRIDE OF KENT failed two
further inspections, before passing at the fourth attempt on Monday. A P&O Ferries spokesman said: 'We
take the safety of our passengers and crew very seriously and look forward to all of our ships welcoming
tourist passengers and freight customers again. 'We would like to thank the MCA for their continued
engagement in assessing our ships to ensure they meet the highest safety standards. PRIDE OF KENT
will resume sailings between Dover and Calais 'in the next two weeks', the spokesman added.
The company was blasted by politicians, trade unions and workers after it abruptly sacked 800 staff in
March. Pictured are people protesting outside P&O offices in Dover after the sackings The ferry was first
launched in 1991 and can carry up to 2,000 passengers. Politicians and trade unions raised concerns about
the safety of P&O Ferries following the mass sackings. These have been strongly disputed by the
company. Last week, chief executive Peter Hebblethwaite hit out at 'misinformation' about the firm.
Measures aimed at ensuring seafarers are paid at least the UK's national minimum wage were included in
the Queen's Speech on Tuesday. The Government will introduce legislation banning ferries from docking
at UK ports if they pay their workers below that level. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said the
'disgraceful actions' of P&O Ferries 'do not represent the principles of our world-leading maritime sector'.
The UK minimum wage for people aged 23 and above is £9.50 per hour. P&O Ferries pays its new crew
an average of £5.50 per hour, which it insists is in line with international maritime laws. The operator has
said it would 'fully welcome' measures to increase pay for all seafarers in British waters as it wants 'a
level playing field'. Irish Ferries, which also uses a low-cost labour model, began competing with the
company on the Dover to Calais route in June 2021.
source : Daily Mail
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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World Shipping Council welcomes Swire Shipping as new member
Headquartered in Singapore, Swire Shipping is a leading provider of specialist customer solutions for a
wide range of cargo and aims to provide a full suite of land and ocean solutions. Swire Shipping
celebrates its 150th anniversary in 2022, and for much of its modern history it has been actively involved
in liner shipping in the Asia Pacific region.
“We are very pleased to welcome Swire Shipping to WSC. Expanding our membership broadens our
perspective when representing the liner sector and we look forward to participation from Swire Shipping
representatives in our Councils and Working Groups,” says John Butler, President & CEO of the WSC.
Jeremy Sutton is Chief Operating Officer of Swire Shipping and has been elected as a representative to
the WSC Board, effective immediately. “We are delighted to join the World Shipping Council and to
share our knowledge and experience especially in the areas of safety, security and sustainability. We also
look forward to learning from our peers and by so doing, contribute to building a vibrant, safe and
sustainable industry for years to come,” said Mr Sutton. Source: World Shipping Council
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Book Review by : Frank NEYTS
“East China Sea 1945”
Osprey Publishing issued a most interesting book “East China Sea 1945. Climax of the Kamikaze”. The
book is written by Brian Lane Herder and illustrated by Adam Tooby.
During the Pacific War, the island invasions of Iwo Jima and Okinawa
were the last two major ground campaigns. By the time these took
place in early 1945, the US Navy had reached an exceptional level of
coordination in its amphibious operations, and was able to overrun
and subdue Japanese territories efficiently. Faced with the increasing
might of these forces and to prevent further defeat, Imperial Japan
deployed its kamikazes and attacked many US heavy aircraft carriers
and destroyers; several were sunk, while others were knocked out of
the war. This superbly illustrated book explores the air-sea aspects of
the pivotal battles that took place, and includes the “death ride” of the
Japanese battleship Yamato (the largest ever built), and the mass
kamikaze attacks off Iwo Jima and Okinawa, as well as the
amphibious invasions and the naval and air bombardments of the two
islands. It also explores the devastating impact of the kamikaze
attacks, and considers the contribution of the USAAF and the British
Pacific Fleet to the eventual victory of US air and ground forces.
Like all publications of Osprey Publishing, a most interesting book !
“East China Sea 1945” (ISBN 978 1 4728 4846 8), a softback, counts 96 pages and costs £15.99 or USD
24.00, P&P exclusive. One can buy the book in the better bookshop or direct with the publishers: Via the
Osprey website: www.ospreypublishing.com .
_____________________________________________________________________________________

P&O Ferries sackings: unions trigger UN investigation over UK’s failure to
enforce laws that protect workers
A number of unions and global union federations have written to the International Labour Organization (ILO — part
of the UN) asking it to urgently intervene on behalf of the 800 seafarers who were illegally fired and cruelly
mistreated by P&O Ferries. The unions argue that the UK government’s failure to enforce relevant labour laws and
punitive sanctions to ensure compliance following P&O Ferries’ illegal firing of seafarers without consultation, is a
serious violation of the ILO’s principles concerning the freedom of association and collective bargaining. The
government has also contravened international treaties the UK is bound by. P&O Ferries’ assault on the legal
framework triggered workers’ organisations including International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), seafarers’
unions Nautilus International and the Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers (RMT); the UK Trades Union Congress
(TUC); the European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF), and the International Trade Union Confederation
(ITUC) to jointly file an official complaint with the ILO about the UK Government. ………………….

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Merchant Navy VC recipients.
I was going through some books and paper work donated by the daughter of the late John Tincello and I
came across information he had researched about the VC awarded to merchant navy officers in WWII, he
like me don’t understand why the Royal Navy would not recognise the gallantry and service provided by
men serving in a theatre of war on commercial vessels under government control and classed them as
civilians and not entitle to the highest ward give to duty and sacrifice for their country in war time.
I have researched and only found a few WWI captains that were awarded the VC, but Johns research
found 14, (. There could be more I have not been able to find)but they only received them when given the
title RNR after their names and they are as follows:
Lieutenant. H. Auten. VC. DSO. RNR. (Great War).
Lieutenant. C.G.Bonner. VC. DSC. RNR. (Great War).
Lieutenant. D.Cameron. VC RNR (WWII ).
Skipper. T.Crisp. VC DSC. RNR. (Great War).
Lieutenant. I.E.Fraser. VC. DSC.(WWII ).
Seaman. G.W.Samson. VC. RNR. (Great War).
Lieutenant.W.E.Sanders. VC. RNR.(Great War).
Lieutenant. R. B. Stannard. VC.DSO. RNR.(WWII ).
Lieutenant. R.N.Stuart. VC.DSO. RNR.(Great War).
Chief Skipper. J.Watt. VC. RNR.(Great War).
Lieutenant. T.Wilkinson. VC. RNR. (WWII ).
Seaman. W.Williams. VC.DSM & Bar RNR.(Great War).
Captain. Fredrick Parslow. VC.(Great War).
Captain. Archie Smith.VC.(Great War).NZ.
During WWII, many merchant seafarers performed many acts of gallantry but could only receive the
George Cross,( instead of a VC) after the intervention of the King George VI.
Many are aware of how Malta received the highest award but little was awarded to those vessels carrying
vital cargoes to assist both the Island and the fighting troops in Africa, (no relation) but my name sake as
Captain Dudley Mason of the tanker ”Ohio’” after being attacked and bombed, staffed and torpedoed
over several days, nursed his vessel into the Grand Harbour, but he and his crew never received the
recognition they justly deserved, he received the George Cross, but why not a VC?
There are more incidents of the bravery and sacrifice many merchant seafarers made and never get a
mention, but why can they only get a VC when given the title RNR, when there is not data that these men
ever served as Royal Navy Reserves, was this due to the Admiralty’s deference towards the Merchant
Navy?
Like many of us, we must have sailed alongside veterans of WWII, many having served in the Atlantic
and on Arctic Conveys, who wore their medals with pride( many awarded by foreign governments) one
colleague survived 4 sinking’s and bought up a family and marched in many of the parades here in
Australia.
Could you explain to me why the title RNR untitled some men to received the VC (justly deserved I am
sure) but others received the George Cross but others never received anything?
When did the title Lieutenant become part of the Merchant Navy and did this supersede that of a Master
or Captain on commercial vessel or was this given if they served as Royal Navy Reserves, and was this a
hight rank than a Captain?
Regards,
Phil.
SA.MNA President.
No doubt some of our “researchers” may challenge the above.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Seafarer Minimum Wage Laws Set Sail
Tens of thousands of seafarers must be paid an equivalent to UK National Minimum Wage in a
major step forward on pay protection, confirmed today (Tuesday 10 May) by the Government.
Following P&O Ferries’ decision to sack 800 workers, the Government is introducing pay protection
reforms requiring ferry operators who regularly call at UK ports to pay their workers the equivalent of the
UK National Minimum Wage. The new legislation will ban ferries that don’t pay their workers the
equivalent to minimum wage from docking at UK ports. Announced in the Queen’s Speech, the
Government will implement the changes in the next parliamentary session and will consult closely with
the ports and maritime sector on the new laws. In addition to The Harbours (Seafarers’ Remuneration)
Bill on securing an equivalent to UK National Minimum Wage for seafarers regularly entering UK ports,
the Government is continuing positive bilateral discussions with France, the Netherlands, Spain,
Germany, Ireland and Denmark. This is to ensure routes between the countries become ‘Minimum Wage
Corridors’, where seafarers on routes between either country must be paid at least the equivalent of the
minimum wage. Source : MI News Network
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_Coast Guard: SpaceX Rocket Launch Cancelled After Royal Caribbean

Cruise Ship Entered Safety Zone
https://gcaptain.com/coast-guard-spacex-rocket-launch-cancelled-after-royal-caribbean-cruise-shipentered-safety-zone/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-7029a0f684139894965&mc_cid=7029a0f684&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DFDS acquires rail operator primeRail

The HUMBRIA SEAWAYS after leaving the locks of Terneuzen and turning into the Scheldt outbound.
Photo : Dirk Nootenboom © The acquisition strengthens DFDS' rail offerings and is “a testament to
DFDS' ambition to find sustainable ways to continue providing reliable and valuable services.” The
acquisition also marks the launch of a new Rail business area in DFDS.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MNWB Grant scheme
Please see below a link to the press release for the launch of MNWB’s new multi-million pound grant
scheme for the maritime charity sector:
https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/mnwb-launches-multimillion-pound-grant-scheme
We will be launching a new grant platform to manage applications which we aim to make available by
1st June.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Babcock Awarded 10-Year Contract For HMS Queen Elizabeth Class
Aircraft Carriers Dockings The new £30m contract follows a previous maintenance period
where Babcock completed the first docking for HMS Queen Elizabeth at the Rosyth site in 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Stockholm Electric Fast Ferry Routes Announced
Green City Ferries, of Stockholm, Sweden, announced the
first two routes for its electric fast ferry, the Beluga24.
Passengers traveling to and from the communities of Tӓby
and Ӧsteråker will be the first to experience the Beluga24s
high-speed, emission-free technology.
"The introduction of our Beluga24 in Stockholm is a major
step in reducing carbon dioxide emissions in the region's waterborne public transport system. By
demonstrating our emission-free high-speed ferries in Stockholm, we can show that there is an attractive
alternative to traditional vessels. Beluga24 is both environmentally friendly and cost-effective. It provides
a comfortable and smooth commuting experience for passengers even at high speeds,” said Fredrik
Thornell, CEO of GCF.
With electric engines powered by either batteries (Tӓby) or hydrogen (Ӧsteråker) the ferries on each route
will produce zero emissions. Built in light-weight carbon fiber and with a foil-assisted hull, the vessels
reduce energy demand by 50% compared to conventional high-speed catamarans and produce a smooth
ride with very little wake. GCF has developed Beluga24 based on hydrofoil and hull technology from
New Zealand, ship design from Italy and Swedish carbon fiber expertise. Swedish Echandia will provide
battery and fuel cell systems for the vessels.Green City Ferries also announced it has secured funding to
begin production of the vessels. With production beginning now, the first two Beluga24 for Tӓby and
Ӧsteråker are expected to be delivered in 2023 and begin passenger service in early 2024. Source :
Marinelink
_____________________________________________________________________________________

British Start-Up Wants to Build Batteries for Ships
Bloomberg
May 17, 2022
By Eddie Spence (Bloomberg) —
UK battery company Britishvolt Ltd. received an investment from shipping firm Scorpio Group as it
looks to develop technologies to help decarbonize the maritime sector.
The funding is part of a partnership to develop battery technology for marine users, Britishvolt said in a
statement on Wednesday. The startup has previously focused on carmakers, partnering with Aston Martin
Lagonda Global Holdings Plc and Group Lotus Plc.
“The future of maritime propulsion and power storage is likely to lead the shipping industry to
increasingly embrace battery power,” Britishvolt said in the statement.
The Global Maritime Forum estimates that fully decarbonizing the shipping sector by 2050 will require as
much as $95 billion of investment per year starting in the next decade.
Britishvolt, which plans to open a gigafactory in northeast England next year, is competing for a slice of
Europe’s burgeoning battery industry. The continent could have more than 450 gigawatt hours of
commissioned cellmaking capacity by 2025, according to BNEF, with Britishvolt accounting for 35
gigawatt hours.
Britishvolt did not disclose the size of Scorpio’s investment, though the figure is less than £10 million,
according to a person familiar with the matter. The company previously received a £40
million investment from Glencore Plc as part of its Series C fundraising, as well as backing from the UK
government.
© 2022 Bloomberg L.P.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Seafarers win commitment to mandatory internet access in international law
Seafarers’ groups have won the right to mandatory social connectivity for crews –including internet
access – in updates to the Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC), but are disappointed that
shipowners and governments may seek to charge for it.
The MLC is an international treaty designed to protect seafarers’ rights and has been ratified by more than
100 countries, who represent over 90% of the world fleet. One of its provisions is that governments,
shipowners and seafarer representatives meet periodically to keep the convention under review and up to
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date. The latest Special Tripartite Committee (STC) meeting ended in Geneva on 13 May, with agreement
on a number of changes including a commitment to better social connectivity for seafarers.
“We’ve learned a lot during the Covid period and that has been driving us to improve the MLC,” said
Mark Dickinson, vice chair of the International Transport Workers’ Federation’s (ITF) Seafarers’ Section,
STC vice-president and spokesperson for the Seafarers Group.
“Working for long periods at sea can be isolating,” Dickinson said, “And a lack of contact with the
outside world can have profound implications for seafarers’ wellbeing — which we saw the worst effects
of during Covid.” “Being able to keep in touch with family and friends isn’t just a nice-to-have, it’s a
basic human right. That’s why we fought so hard for seafarers to be given internet access and to have a
mandatory provision in the MLC.” Despite the fact that ships already have the technology to provide
internet access, shipowners dug their heels in over the change. They insisted that they should be able to
limit access and be able to charge seafarers for internet connectivity. The Seafarers Group lobbied to
ensure that any charges levied on seafarers remain an exception, and if any charges are imposed that they
are reasonable. Governments were also encouraged to increase internet access in ports and associated
anchorages without cost to seafarers.
Repatriation rights remain archaic
The meeting failed to reach agreement on changes to the MLC’s terms on repatriation under the MLC that
were being demanded by the Seafarers Group. The Seafarers Group demanded that the breadth of
shipowners’ responsibility to repatriate seafarers at the end of their contracts be extended to the point at
which seafarers land at their home location For most seafarers, the journey home is considerably longer
than shipowners currently cover. A Filipino, for example, who lives in Davao may find themselves
dumped at Manila Airport 1,600 miles away from home. They then have a subsequent air journey of
around 2.5 hours, costing them P2,500–3,000. In that final leg, the employer is no longer covering
insurance, medical or other costs. As we have observed over the course of the pandemic, many seafarers
have been detrimentally impacted by quarantine measures introduced in many countries, which has
exacerbated the risk of disruptions and costs to seafarers to get to their actual residence.
“Shipowners outright rejected the proposal despite attempts at providing a compromise,” said Dickinson.
“As seafarers’ representatives, we’re disappointed. We’re buoyed by the support of some governments,
but still, it is the first time in the history of the STC that one group has rejected an amendment outright.”
ITF General Secretary said that the refusal of shipowners to negotiate on this issue is heart-breaking given
what seafarers who were caught up in Covid restrictions endured.
“It’s a shame that after all the collaboration during the Covid period, when we worked together across the
industry to defend seafarers’ rights, that shipowners have failed to engage in dialogue at all, especially
over such an important issue for their workforce. I’m sure that shipping executives’ costs are covered
door to door, why shouldn’t a seafarer deserve the same right, especially given the cost-of-living crisis
that many are facing.”
A group of EU governments also sought an amendment to ensure a clearer commitment to the de facto
maximum period of service of 11 months that seafarers can serve at sea before shipowners are obliged to
get them home. Shipowners, and some governments, insisted on flexibility and requiring seafarers 12
months sea time to qualify, especially for trainees. The Seafarers Group refused to concede, citing fatigue
and safety concerns.
“It is hard to believe that in 2022 we have to argue that 12-months service is too long,” said Cotton. “And
this doesn’t even account for the fact that crewing levels have halved, and the reality that shore leave is
now more restricted than ever. Shipowners say it is a freedom of choice for seafarers, but they have all the
power, so it actually amounts to forced labour.”
Other changes
The STC did agree a number of significant changes to the MLC, including:
Ø Personal protective equipment must be made available in sizes that suit seafarers onboard, including for
women.
Ø Improved access to free drinking water, quality provisions and balanced diets were agreed as part of
food and catering rules.
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Ø Clarification on responsibilities for governments to provide information to seafarers on mandatory
systems of protection that must be put in place by recruitment and placement agencies.
The STC also adopted several resolutions that will guide the future work of the Committee. These
included further work on the eradication of sexual harassment at sea, the sustainability of the financial
security provisions provided by P&I Clubs and insurers, and the ability of seafarers to enforce seafarers’
employment agreements against shipowners.
In his closing remarks, Dickinson said he was disappointed that since the MLC entered into force, it
appears that shipowners focus was on agreeing technical changes, rather than resolutions that support the
continuous improvement of seafarers’ conditions.
“They have lost sight of the original tripartite vision of the MLC to enhance the minimum standards for
seafarers. Unless this changes path, it will have profound consequences on the future of the shipping
industry.”
ITF General Secretary Cotton called on the industry to continue to collectively tackle challenges that face
the industry and seize on opportunities to make shipping a decent, safe and career for seafarers, especially
for attracting women into the industry. “Through Covid, ITF and ICS worked so well together, and with
other shipping partners such as IMEC, so it would be an incredible shame if we didn’t continue to work
together in that spirit. Decent work for seafarers must be at the heart of this.” Source : ITF Independent
International Offshore Towage & Salvage Consultants and Brokers, Chartering of Tugs, Offshore Support
and Specialised Vessels (offices in London and Singapore) Telephone : +44 (0) 20
_____________________________________________________________________________________

OCEAN INFINITY’S FIRST 78M ROBOTIC VESSEL FLOATED OUT
Ocean Infinity has confirmed that its newest 78-metre robotic vessel has been launched into the water for
the first time. The unmanned vessel is one of
eight being built for Ocean Infinity by
Fincantieri subsidiary Vard at its Vung Tau
shipyard in Vietnam. All eight vessels in the
series will be delivered between 2022 and
2023.Once completed, the vessel may be
operated remotely from a shore station or
with a minimal onboard crew. It will also be
powered by ammonia-ready fuel cells to
reduce environmental impact. Source : Baird Maritime
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Turkish Seafarer Passes Away Due to Fire On Bridge Of Cargo Ship
The 42-year-old Turkish crew member, Ulaş Yuruk from Fatsa, on a Vanuatu-flagged general cargo
vessel, ‘AKUA’ (IMO 8826369), was reported to be dead after a fire raged. The fire that had broken out
on the bridge was extinguished. The 13 crew members included Indians, Turkish, and also Azerbaijan
nationals. The AIS is off and could possibly be damaged or destroyed when the fire was raging on the
bridge. Russian media has reported that a fire had broken out in the superstructure of a cargo vessel
anchored off the Temryuk Port in Russia on the morning of 10 May. The AKUA set sail from the
Temryuk port on 8 May, bound for Karasu in Turkey. As of 9 May, the vessel was at the Temyruk
anchorage in Russia, on the Sea of Azov. The 1989-built and 2,980 gt AKUA is owned by Aquas Ltd.
care of its manager lkarbon Enerji Madencilik ve Ticaret AS of Istanbul in Turkey. It is registered with
Hydor AS. Source : MI News Network
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Seafarers’ Charity stands ready to support migrant workers in
UK Fishing
Tue, 17 May 2022 12:30
The Seafarers' Charity (contact@theseafarerscharity.org)To:you Details
New research reveals evidence of poor treatment and lack of decent working conditions for some migrant
workers on UK fishing vessels

19

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #07
31st May 2022

Pulse

No images? Click here

For immediate release - 17th May 2022
The Seafarers’ Charity stands ready to support migrant workers in UK Fishing.
The Seafarers’ Charity has been shocked at the findings of new research published by the University Of
Nottingham Rights Lab which reveals evidence of poor treatment and lack of decent working conditions for
some migrant workers on UK fishing vessels. The research report
'Letting Exploitation off the Hook? Evidencing Labour Abuses in
UK Fishing' has been published this week by the University of
Nottingham Rights Lab.

Image supplied by the Police Service of
Northern Ireland

The researchers sought out views of fishing crew and heard directly
from them about what it is really like to work within the UK fishing
industry. Increasing difficulties in recruiting UK fishing crew
means that many workers are recruited from outside the European
Economic Area (EEA) such as the Philippines and Ghana and can
experience very different working conditions and practices to their
UK colleagues.

Research Reveals Labour Abuses
The research revealed:
• 35% of fishing crew in the study reported suffering regular physical violence.
• However, 65% stated they would never report a grievance out of fear of being blacklisted from future
employment opportunities.
• 19% of those included in the research would qualify as probable cases of forced labour when applying
the International Labour Organization’s guidelines in the Forced Labour Convention.
• 100% of non-EEA crew within the research study experienced immigration related vulnerabilities
caused by the use of a ‘transit visa’ which places them at increased risk of labour exploitation. Transit
visas are designed for seafarers travelling to reach their departing ship and are unsuitable for workers
based within the UK as lacking many basic labour protections in respect of pay and working hours.
The Seafarers’ Charity’s Chief Executive Officer, Catherine Spencer said,
'We have been shocked and saddened at the working conditions and treatment of
migrant fishing crew revealed in this new research. The Seafarers’ Charity
champions the safety and wellbeing of all who work at sea. I am sure that many
people, including owners of fishing businesses and other stakeholders, will share our
concerns about the treatment of migrant workers in the UK fishing industry. We stand
ready, as a grant funder, to play our role in supporting improvements in the working conditions and treatment of
migrant workers in the UK fishing industry and we call on others involved in UK fishing to act swiftly to stamp
out the abhorrent treatment of migrant workers and prevent the risk of such poor practices ever becoming
accepted in UK fishing.'
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Dr Jess Sparks at University Of Nottingham Rights Lab said,
'The research was undertaken on UK flagged vessels and involved surveys and interviews with 124 crew who
were asked about their recruitment into the work, their working conditions, and ability to access their labour
rights over the previous 12 months. The research has revealed evidence of illegal practices as well as poor
working conditions that have seemingly been normalised.'
Julie Carlton, Head of Seafarer Safety and Health at the Maritime and Coastguard Agency
(MCA) said,
'We will continue to support those working across the fishing sector, making sure they are
treated fairly and taking action when we know they are not. The MCA continues to work
with vessel owners on the UK Flag to make sure they meet the required international
standards of ILO188 and, cooperate closely with other government agencies who enforce
other aspects of living and working conditions for seafarers.'
Chris Williams at the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), an international
trade union representing 20 million men and women across the world working in transport
and maritime sectors said,
'The International Transport Workers’ Federation fights passionately to improve conditions
for fishers and helping our members secure rights, equality and justice. The evidence in this
research has increased our concerns about the lack of reporting by victims of exploitation
and issues with the transit visa system which is being used to bring migrant workers into the
UK but actually acts to put them at risk of labour exploitation and abuse.'
How To Achieve Decent Working Conditions and Prevent Labour Abuse
The International Labour Organization’s Work in Fishing Convention No. 188 (ILO C188) is
designed to protect the safety and welfare of all engaged in fishing – whether they be owners,
share fishers or contracted crew.
The Seafarers’ Charity is calling for Government, the fishing industry and trade unions to
work together to ensure that this existing legislation is enforced and upheld for everyone
working within the UK fishing industry to ensure decent working conditions now, and, for future generations.
The Seafarers’ Charity, a grant funder of maritime welfare, is concerned about the safety and welfare of all who
work at sea, and the reported treatment of migrant workers in UK fishing. The Charity will shortly publish a full
response to the University of Nottingham Rights Lab research report which will contain proposed solutions and
recommendations aimed at achieving Fairness in Fishing.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Greece Emerging as Hub for Russian Ship-to-Ship Fuel Oil Transfers
https://gcaptain.com/greece-emerging-as-hub-for-russian-ship-to-ship-fuel-oiltransfers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b45882926139894965&mc_cid=1b45882926&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

More Russian Oil Heading East Squeezes Iranian Crude Sales to China
https://gcaptain.com/more-russian-oil-heading-east-squeezes-iranian-crude-sales-tochina/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1b45882926139894965&mc_cid=1b45882926&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Solo Sailor on Tiny Big C Hopes to Set Record For Smallest Boat to Cross the
Atlantic https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/DisplayMessage?ws_popup=true&ws_suite=true
Andrew Bedwell hopes to set a new world record for sailing the smallest boat to cross the Atlantic. His
vessel, Big C is just over 1m/3.2ft long. If all goes according to plan he will set off in May 2023 from St
Johns, Newfoundland, and finish off Lizard Point in Cornwall.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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World War II Mariners Awarded Congressional Gold Medal
Mike Schuler May 18, 2022
American Merchant Mariners who served
during World War II were awarded the
Congressional gold medal during a
ceremony at the U.S. Capitol on
Wednesday.
Ten WWII veterans of the U.S. Merchant
Marine were in attendence to accept the
gold medal award on behalf of all U.S.
Merchant Mariners of World War II and
the approximately 1,500 living veterans.
Outside of maritime circles, it is not
widely known that the U.S. Merchant
Marine suffered the higest casualty rate
any branch of U.S. military during WWII.
Of the 243,000 mariners that served in the
war, 9,521 perished while serving, meaning roughly four percent of those who served were killed.
The Merchant Marine risked their lives to provide crucial services to the U.S. military during WWII,
operating commercial and non-naval ships to transport soldiers, tanks, airplanes, ammunition, fuel, and
food rations to aid soldiers on the front lines. Merchant mariners also experienced some of the earliest
action of the war due to German submarines attacking British merchant ships in the Atlantic, disrupting
supply chains to American allies.
Yet somehow, these mariners were not even provided veteran status until 1988, nearly 40 years after the
war ended.
Read: American Merchant Mariners for the Gold!
In 2020, former President Donald Trump signed into law the bipartisan Merchant Mariners of World War
II Congressional Gold Medal Act, which was unanimously passed by Congress. Although technically the
Gold Medal was granted with the signing of the bill into law, the official award had been postponed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The bravery demonstrated by the U.S. Merchant Mariners to keep Allied Forces supplied during World
War II is second to none,” said Dru DiMattia, President of the American Merchant Marine Veterans
(AMMV). “In the face of targeted attacks by German submarines and U-boats, the unarmed Merchant
Mariners met the moment with resilience and courage, and serve as an inspiration for all of American
Maritime.”
Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA) led the bill in the House of Representatives, along with
Representatives Don Young (R-AK) and Susan Brooks (R-IN) as cosponsors. Senator Lisa Murkowski
(R-AK) introduced the bill in the Senate initially in January 2019, along with Senators Dan Sullivan (RAK), Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Angus King (I-ME), and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) as original
cosponsors. The bill went on to gain a total of 73 cosponsors in the Senate.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

OCEAN INFINITY’S FIRST 78M ROBOTIC VESSEL FLOATED OUT
Ocean Infinity has confirmed that its newest 78-metre robotic
vessel has been launched into the water for the first time. The
unmanned vessel is one of eight being built for Ocean Infinity
by Fincantieri subsidiary Vard at its Vung Tau shipyard in
Vietnam. All eight vessels in the series will be delivered
between 2022 and 2023.Once completed, the vessel may be
operated remotely from a shore station or with a minimal
onboard crew. It will also be powered by ammonia-ready fuel
cells to reduce environmental impact. Source : Baird Maritime
_____________________________________________________________________________________

22

The

MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #07
31st May 2022

Pulse

Turkish Seafarer Passes Away Due to Fire On Bridge Of Cargo Ship
The 42-year-old Turkish crew member, Ulaş Yuruk from Fatsa, on a Vanuatu-flagged general cargo
vessel, ‘AKUA’ (IMO 8826369), was reported to be dead after a fire raged. The fire that had broken out
on the bridge was extinguished. The 13 crew members included Indians, Turkish, and also Azerbaijan
nationals. The AIS is off and could possibly be damaged or destroyed when the fire was raging on the
bridge. Russian media has reported that a fire had broken out in the superstructure of a cargo vessel
anchored off the Temryuk Port in Russia on the morning of 10 May. The AKUA set sail from the
Temryuk port on 8 May, bound for Karasu in Turkey. As of 9 May, the vessel was at the Temyruk
anchorage in Russia, on the Sea of Azov. The 1989-built and 2,980 gt AKUA is owned by Aquas Ltd.
care of its manager lkarbon Enerji Madencilik ve Ticaret AS of Istanbul in Turkey. It is registered with
Hydor AS. Source : MI News Network
_____________________________________________________________________________________

B O O K R E V I E W by : Frank NEYTS
“Teignmouth and its Ships”.
Recently Mainline and Maritime Ltd published “Teignmouth
and its Ships” written by David Fletcher. Teignmouth is a
popular seaside resort situated on the South Devon coast of
England. Here the River Teign completes its journey from the
high ground of Dartmoor to the English Channel. Since the
Middle Ages the estuary of the River Teign has provided safe
shelter and and an opportunity for maritime trade including
the export of locally quarried minerals. This trade has
continued into the 21st Century and Teignmouth is still a busy
port with around 150 ships calling each year. “Teignmout and
its Ships”, written by David Fletcher, tells the story of the port
and the ships calling Teignmouth.
Special attention goes to the cruise ships which anchored on
the roads due to the halt to cruise business due to the Covid19
pandemic. A most interesting publication, informative and
lavishly illustrated!
“Teignmouth and its Ships” (ISBN 9 781900 340977) is a softback book of 96 pages, well-illustrated
with many colour photographs. The price is £18.95 plus £1.89 UK postage or £6.00 overseas postage.
Ordering directly via the publisher, Mainline and Maritime Ltd, 3 Broadleaze, Upper Seagry,
Chippenham SN15 5EY400, UK. Alternatively it can be purchased at all good bookshops.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
MEMORIES … CAN YOU REMEMBER WHERE & WHEN YOU SAW THIS VIEW????

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com (c)
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Global shipowner group and seafarers’ unions agree new three-year global
minimum wage ‘safety net’ deal
Maritime transport is the only sector with a formally recognised global minimum wage, which has existed
for seafarers since 1958. The following is the outcome of global minimum wage negotiations. All figures
are in US Dollars. The UN International Labour Organization (ILO) once again convened the latest
bipartite round of negotiations between shipowners and seafarers’ unions from across the world,
coordinated by the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) and the International Transport Workers’
Federation (ITF), respectively. The agreement applies universally to the rating grade of Able Seafarer and
is widely recognised by the global shipping community as contributing to decent work and employment
for seafarers, to support themselves and their families, recognising that the overall well-being of seafarers
is inextricably linked to their economic well-being. During the previous round of talks, concluded at the
UN ILO in September last year, shipowners and seafarers set the minimum wage to $648 from 1 July
2022.
At the latest round of negotiations, the social partners agreed to structure the new 3-year deal through
annual increases, up to $673, from 1 January 2023 to 1 January 2025, as follows:
Ø $658 as of 1 January 2023
Ø $666 as of 1 January 2024
Ø $673 as of 1 January 2025
Commenting on the outcome of the negotiations, Charles Darr (Swiss Shipowners’ Association),
Spokesperson for the shipowners group, said: “The global seafarer workforce is central to the safe and
efficient flow of world trade, and they are among the unsung heroes of the pandemic. This new deal is a
win-win for both shipowners and seafarers. It strikes a balance between rewarding seafarers for their
incredible contributions to the global economy and ensures, at the same time, that shipping companies are
able to remain sustainable and commercially viable, in light of the many challenges we are currently
facing and those that lie ahead.” Mark Dickinson (Nautilus International), Spokesperson for the seafarers
group, added: “Today’s agreement recognises the huge sacrifices and professionalism of the men and
women working at sea and is a testament to the collective milestones the social partnership between
seafarers and shipowners have historically achieved. Especially over the past few years. Mark Dickinson
is the Seafarers Group spokesperson and general secretary of Nautilus International | (Source: Nautilus
International)We look forward to continuing to work together alongside our social partners to safeguard
financial stability for the world’s seafarers”. Source : ITF
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Crew Shortage As Carnival to Limit Dining Options Across Fleet
Carnival Cruise Line is limiting dining options across its 23-ship fleet. According to the cruise line, the
measure is part of an effort to reduce the impact of crew shortages, which are impacting its culinary team.
The company is one of many facing crew challenges. “We are making modest adjustments to some of our
service offerings for the time being, so that we can maximize the guest experience and our guest service,”
Carnival said in a letter sent to booked passengers, noting that the “challenge of securing visas for cruise
industry employees” are impacting staffing levels onboard. While most of the adjustments will have a
“negligible impact” on the guest experience, the company continued, two specialty experiences are being
temporarily closed. Described by Carnival’s website as a “VIP multi-course dinner," the Chef’s Table
will be suspended through the end of June across the fleet. Cucina Del Capitano, the company’s Italian
restaurant, will also be closed, with some of its special menu items being service in the main dining
rooms at no extra charge. The venue, currently available on nine ships across the fleet, will continue to
operate as normal on the Mardi Gras, Carnival noted. Guests that had already reserved dinner at the
restaurants will receive refunds to their original form of payment. Carnival is the latest on a list of cruise
lines affected by crew shortage issues in the past months. In a similar move, Norwegian Cruise Line
reduced the dining options abord the PRIDE OF AMERICA due to the lack of staff. A few weeks later,
P&O Cruises was forced to take the ARCADIA out of service citing “crew availability issues.”Other
cruise lines affected by crew shortages include Cunard, which is capping the capacity on some cruises due
to a reduced number of staff members. Source : cruiseindustrynews
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Norsepower installs Rotor Sail on second Scandlines hybrid ferry following
successful results achieved on sister vessel
Norsepower is supporting Scandlines with its goal of becoming emission-free by 2040, setting higher
targets than the Paris Agreement, with the installation of a 30m high Rotor Sail on the Scandlines hybrid
ferry, M/V BERLIN. Norsepower has completed the second installation for Scandlines onboard the M/V
BERLIN in just a few hours, following the successful use of a Norsepower Rotor Sail on the hybrid ferry
M/V COPENHAGEN in 2020, and a year of demonstrated results.
Since 2013, Scandlines has invested more than EUR 300 million in building and converting conventional
ferries into hybrid ferries. In 2020, the ferry operator decided to adopt wind propulsion technology by
installing Norsepower’s Rotor Sail on the hybrid ferry M/V COPENHAGEN, which operates on the
Rostock-Gedser route between Germany and Denmark, a route which offers very favourable conditions
for using Rotor Sails. After just a year in operation, the Rotor Sail onboard the MV COPENHAGEN
delivered reductions in fuel consumption, and CO2 emissions by 4% on average. Under optimal
conditions, emissions reductions can be further increased to 20%. Given these positive results, Scandlines
proceeded with the installation of Norsepower Rotor Sails on M/V BERLIN in the port of Rostock on 16
May 2022.
Michael Guldmann Petersen, COO, Scandlines said: “After
positive experiences with the Rotor Sail on the Scandlines
hybrid ferry COPENHAGEN, Scandlines had prepared the
sister ferry BERLIN for a Rotor Sail as well. We are happy to
see, that the installation was successfully completed and that
the ferry went into operation again this morning as planned.”
Tuomas Riski, CEO, Norsepower commented on the latest
installation: “Scandlines is taking the international GHG
emissions reductions targets extremely seriously and is
demonstrating a leading approach to investing in innovation
to supersede these. Expanding its use of our Rotor Sail
technology on its second vessel highlights the viability of
wind power, and the significance of the emissions savings which can be achieved.”
Norsepower’s Rotor Sail solution is fully automated: the system measures the wind speed and direction,
based on which it calculates whether using the Rotor Sail will reduce emissions or not. If the conditions
are favourable, the Rotor Sail starts automatically. However, for specific port areas which are not suitable
for Rotor Sails, the solution has settings to ensure the technology will not be activated. Norsepower is
also currently preparing two Rotor Sails for CLdN, the logistics specialist for road, sea and rail, for
installation on board a 2018-built Ro-Ro vessel which is anticipated to be completed by December 2022.
For more information on Norsepower’s technology, please click HERE.
Rotor Sail Technology | Norsepower
_____________________________________________________________________________________

US-Russia tug of war over superyacht costs Fiji
taxpayers $1m a week … By : Christine Rovoi
Minister of Foreign Affairs Nanaia Mahuta speaks on the Russia
sanctions bill. The AMADEA docked at Lautoka Wharf in Fiji. Fiji has
become wedged firmly between the United States and Russia over the
war in Ukraine, and there seems to be no way out for the Pacific
islanders. When a judge granted the US request to seize a superyacht linked to Russian billionaire
Suleiman Kerimov two weeks ago, the Fijian government was relieved. But the 106 metre-long, NZ$467
million AMADEA is still in Fiji and is costing taxpayers there more than F$1m (NZ$730,000) a week to
maintain, the Office of Fiji’s Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP) said. The latest drama followed a
Court of Appeal ruling last week in favour of the AMADEA legal team’s application for a stay order.
This meant the vessel could not leave Fiji until its ownership is determined by a court. …
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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B O O K R E V I E W by : Frank NEYTS
“Thames Shipping in Colour”.
Recently Mainline and Maritime Ltd published “Thames Shipping in
Colour” written by Andrew Wiltshire.
The River Thames flowing through the heart of London was once a
bustling hive of shipping activity. Vessels large and small and from
every corner of the world could be found loading and discharging
their valuable cargoes. In addition to numerous riverside wharfs, the
original and smaller enclosed docks could be found just below Tower
Bridge, for many years the last bridge over the Thames heading
downstream. The East India, West India, Millwall and the massive
Royal group of docks were located a little further down river while
the final enclosed dock system to appear was that opposite Gravesend
at Tilbury. With changes in trading methods and the introduction of
much larger ships came the gradual decline and closure of the enclosed dock systems, and in 2021 only
Tilbury remains commercially active.
Highly recommended! “Thames Shipping in Colour” (ISBN 9 781900 340984) is a hardback book of 96
pages, lavishly illustrated with many colour photographs. The price is £21.95 plus £2.19 UK postage or
£6.00 overseas postage. Ordering directly via the publisher, Mainline and Maritime Ltd, 3 Broadleaze,
Upper Seagry, Chippenham SN15 5EY400, UK. Alternatively it can be purchased at all good bookshops.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter Trade Journal 274 June 2022
Latest Newsletter now up on the Web on link
http://www.godfreydykes.info/TJ%20274%20Jun%202022.pdf
Enjoy the present Sunshine, Stay Safe
Terry (Nobby) Hall … Hon. Secretary/Treasurer Derbyshire Submariners
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Third Fred Olsen ship returns to service By Samantha
Fred Olsen Cruise Lines has welcomed its
third ship back into service, with the
return of BALMORAL – starting a
summer season of sailing from Newcastle
and Rosyth. The ship will split its summer
sailings between the two ports, ahead of a
The Fred Olsen line BALMORAL (ex-CROWN ODESSY,
programme of winter sailings from
NORWEIAN CROWN) berthed at the Port of Tyne.
Southampton and Dover. The summer
Photo : David A. Bowley ©
itineraries feature Arctic Norway and
Norwegian fjords, Tallinn, Riga, Iceland,
and the river Seine in France. These follow on from Balmoral’s inaugural voyage – the 16- night Canary
Islands with the Funchal Flower Parade cruise – which returned to Newcastle on Wednesday (May 18).
Peter Deer, managing director at Fred Olsen Cruise Lines, said: “Welcoming our wonderful
BALMORAL back into service is a big milestone for us.“Having three ships sailing means we can offer
departures from even more regional ports.” Source : travelweekly
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Coffee Shipped by Sailboats in Efforts To Disrupt The Heavy Ships’
Command Of The High Seas
https://gcaptain.com/coffee-shipped-by-sailboats-in-effofts-to-distrupt-the-heavy-ships-command-of-thehigh-seas/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-d594693432139894965&mc_cid=d594693432&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Three die, two missing after tugboat sinks off southern Italy
Three people died and two were still missing after a tugboat sank off the southern Italian coast while
pulling a pontoon on a route between Italy and Albania, the coastguard said on Thursday. The FRANCO
P tugboat sent an alarm signal on Wednesday evening, while sailing some 50 nautical miles (92.6 km) off
the city of Bari, an Italian coastguard statement said. The coastguard initially said four bodies had been
recovered and another had been spotted at sea. However, in a statement issued later in the afternoon, it
said three bodies were being transported ashore while two were still missing. "The search continues for
two more bodies whose discovery was initially reported by units in the area but did not prove to be true,"
it said. The tug's captain was saved by a Croatian vessel during rescue operations overnight, which took
place in very rough seas, the statement said. Source : Reuters (Reporting by Angelo Amante, editing by
Gavin Jones and Tomasz Janowski)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Container Shipping Earned ‘Mind-Bending’ $59.3 Billion Quarterly Profit McCown By : Mike Schuler
Ocean carriers raked in a “mind-bending” $59.3 billion profit in the first quarter of the year—the highest
quarterly earnings in container shipping history— as the industry continued to benefit from stronger
pricing, Blue Alpha Capital founder John McCown said in his latest McCown Container Results Observer
report. Q1 2022 actually marked the sixth consecutive quarter of the highest net income ever for the
industry, McCown’s report shows. The industry’s $59.3 net income also marked a 300% improvement
from the first quarter of 2021, equivalent to $40.2 billion. Compared to Q4 2021, total profits were up a
little over 13%. “These actual results are diametrically opposed to what anybody could have contemplated
at the beginning of the pandemic just over two years ago,” McCown writes. Of the 11 largest ocean
carriers, CMA CGM led the pack in terms of profit with a net income $7.5 billion, at least according to
McCown’s estimate because the privately-held company has yet to release its first quarter results. Maersk
came in second, earning a net income $6.7 billion, which McCown also estimated as the company reports
in terms EBITDA. McCown says the blockbuster results, coming despite an overall 1.1% total decline in
volumes compared to Q1 2021, are likely to drive “fundamental change” in future carrier behavior. “The
large majority of container move under contracts that are renewed throughout the year and have a one
year or even longer term. This simple fact means that the improved results have a long tail even if
supply/demand conditions change materially,” McCown writes. The report also points that the industry’s
strong financial performance has resulted in “unprecedented” new vessels orders, with the total industry
orderbook now approaching a record level of almost 30% in terms of TEU capacify. Also, higher profits
also make it likely that the ILWU will raise its economic demands in its negotiations with employers at
U.S. West Coast ports, which are currently underway. Due to uncertainty in the industry, McCown has
maintained his initial profit forecast of $220.5 billion for the container shipping industry in 2022, noting:
“For now, I’m not as confident of further improvement from this later point.” But he adds: “A key tool to
watch that the industry has newfound appreciation for is blanking sailings. Look for that to be a key
driver of the industry’s performance in 2022 and in the years beyond.” As an interesting sidenote,
according to McCown, the container shipping industry profits in the first quarter of 2022 beat out those of
FANG—an acronym for Facebook, Amazon, Netflix and Google—by 103%, expanding the gap from last
year’s fourth quarter when liner industry profits beat FANGs by 14%. Source : gCaptain
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bulk Carrier Chief Engineer Pleads Guilty to Illegal Discharges, Cover-Up
Late one night, after an enginroom leak aboard a commercial bulk carrier registered in the Marshall
Islands had been controlled, C/Eng Kompaniets and a subordinate engineer deliberately dumped the oil
contaminated bilge-water—10,000 gallons of— overboard while the ship was at an anchorage near the
South West Passage off the Louisiana coast.
https://gcaptain.com/bulk-carrier-chief-engineer-pleads-guilty-to-ilegal-dischargers-coverup/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-d20b4e796b139894965&mc_cid=d20b4e796b&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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A Naval Corridor for Ukraine Cargo Ships? Easier Said Than Done
By Fabien Zamora for AFP
Fears over global food shortages as the Ukraine war grinds on are spurring calls for a safe corridor for
ships to exit the Black Sea, but the logistics are daunting and would need Russian cooperation. Dozens of
container ships are blocked in Ukrainian ports that are surrounded by Russian forces, choking off exports
of wheat, sunflower oil and other foodstuffs, as well as fertilizer for crops. That has already sent prices
rising and the United Nations warns that millions of people are at risk of malnutrition or even famine.
"Stop blocking the ports in the Black Sea. Allow for the free flow of ships and trains and trucks carrying
food out of Ukraine," U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken told a UN Security Council meeting on
Thursday. "About 400 million people throughout the world depend on grain supplies from Ukraine,"
Serhii Dvornyk, a member of Ukraine's mission to the UN, told the meeting. "We demand that Russia
stop illicit grain stealing, unblock Ukrainian seaports, restore freedom of navigation and allow trade ships
to pass," he said. Russia denies the claims, yet such assurances are not about to be tested by shipping
firms hoping to get vessels to and from Ukraine. A Western diplomatic source told AFP around 20
million tonnes of grain are currently blocked in Ukraine and trying to send out such quantities by truck or
rail is not feasible.
Pressure on Putin
"In concertation with the UN, we are working to create a safe conduct for Ukrainian boats transporting
grain," Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said in New York on Wednesday. Turkey is trying to
act as a mediator with Russian President Vladimir Putin but Francois Heisbourg of the Paris-based
Foundation for Strategic Research said broader support was needed for a UN resolution that would force
Moscow to accept a naval corridor. "The ones who should be pressing on the food blockade issue are the
big importers in Asia (e.g. Indonesia), MENA (e.g. Egypt) and West Africa," he wrote on Thursday on
Twitter, referring to the Middle East and North Africa. James Stavridis, the U.S. Navy admiral who was
NATO's Supreme Allied Commander in Europe from 2009 to 2013, said the solution could be escorted
convoys as during Operation Earnest Will, which protected Gulf oil tankers during the Iran-Iraq war in
the 1980s.
But in a strategic review published by Bloomberg this month, he acknowledged that Putin might insist on
trying "to sever the Ukrainian economy from global markets." "We'd need to have an agreement," the
Western diplomat said.
'Could take weeks'
Even with an accord, protecting ships in the corridor from the mines placed by both Russian and
Ukrainian forces could prove difficult and time-consuming. "Currently there is very little maritime traffic
in the Black Sea, in part because mines have been found," said Captain Eric Lavault, spokesman for the
French Navy. "We don't know the mine maps...It's not clear what's been done in Odesa so we'd have to
send in an anti-mine force," he said. "That could take days or even weeks. It's like building a road so that
boats can get past each other, and zones for parking, and you have to clear all of them.” That would also
require air and naval support since they would be operating in a war zone, regardless of whether or not
they had a UN mandate. And it remains uncertain if Ukraine would accept removing its mines from
Odesa and other ports, even if Russian forces agreed to remove theirs. "If any passage is arranged, it can
then be used by the aggressive side," said Deniz Kutluk, a retired admiral of the Turkish Navy, which
controls access to the Black Sea via the Bosporus under the 1936 Montreux Convention. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky might first insist on receiving more advanced weapons for coastal defense
from Western allies, raising the risk of further reprisals by Moscow. And even if all the mines were
cleared, "you can put mines back in very quickly," Lavault said. "We don't know how much capacity they
have left, but to drop in mines you just need a fishing boat and two metal poles and in one night the way
is blocked." Source : themoscowtimes.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Russian Naval Blockade of Ukraine Called Attack on Global Food Supply
http://www.oldsaltblog.com/2022/05/russian-naval-blockade-of-ukraine-called-attack-on-global-foodsupply/
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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UK Remembers Merchant Navy Sailors Lost In Falklands War
https://gcaptain.com/uk-remembers-merchant-navy-sailors-lost-in-falklandswar/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-f344825079139894965&mc_cid=f344825079&mc_eid=4c72dd3685

Atlantic Container Line (ACL) and Cunard have
marked the 40th anniversary of the ‘darkest day in
ACL’s history’ when its vessel, the Liverpool
registered SS Atlantic Conveyor, was struck by two
Argentine Exocet missiles killing 12 crew during the
Falklands War.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

NTSB Says Incorrectly Installed Fuel Tubing Caused Engine Room Fire on
Containership Off California
The fire aboard the M/V President Eisenhower broke out April 28, 2021 as the ship transited through the
Santa Barbara Channel on a voyage to Oakland, California with a crew of 22. ……………….No
pollution or injuries were reported, but damage to the vessel totaled an estimated $8.22
million.https://gcaptain.com/ntsb-says-incorrectly-installed-fuel-tubing-caused-engine-room-fire-oncontainership-off-california/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-d72ff8247f139894965&mc_cid=d72ff8247f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Carnival Freedom Suffers Funnel Fire at Grand Turk

https://gcaptain.com/carnival-freedom-suffers-funnel-fire-at-grandturk/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-f344825079139894965&mc_cid=f344825079&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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China delivers world's first 100,000-tonne 'mobile fish farm' By : Gong Zhe
In a world first, China delivered a
100,000-tonne smart aquaculture
vessel last week Friday in
Qingdao City, east China's
Shandong Province.
The ship, named GUOXIN-1, is
the realization of an innovative
mobile fish farming model
regarded as a technological
breakthrough for China's deep-sea
aquaculture industry. The fish farm vessel is 249.9 meters long, with a deadweight of 100,000 tonnes and
a displacement of 130,000 tonnes, large enough to survive typhoons. The cabin has 15 rooms, each larger
than two standard swimming pools. According to CMG, the ship can handle 3,700 tonnes of fish
annually, including yellow croakers, groupers and Atlantic salmons.
The key technology is the non-stop water exchange between the cabin and the sea that makes the water
environment on the ship enclosed and controllable, said Dong Shaoguang, deputy general manager of the
ship's state-owned funder, Qingdao Conson Development Group. Dong told the media that the Guoxin-1's
breeding density is three to five times higher than traditional cages, and the aquaculture cycle can be up to
a quarter shorter. The ship will farm in the Yellow Sea, East China Sea and South China Sea, with the
first batch of yellow croakers raised expected to be on the market by the fall of 2022. The GUOXIN -2
and GUOXIN -3 ships of the same model are due for delivery by March 2024. The construction of an
improved version, the GUOXIN -4, is planned to begin in late 2023

After a 33 year career as an operational lifeboat during which she saved 132
lives, THE CHIEFTAIN has a more sedate retirement, giving fare paying passengers trips into the
Thames
estuary from
Whitstable on
England’s
north Kent
coast. A twinscrew
Liverpoolclass lifeboat
built by Isle of
Wight-based
shipbuilder
Groves &
Gutteridge, in
1948, THE
Photo: Keith Wallis
CHIEFTAIN
spent her
entire rescue career between 1949-1982 based at Barmouth in north-west Wales. She carried out her first
rescue just three weeks after being named, recovering the pilot of a crashed aircraft although sadly the copilot died. After being sold by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) she spent a period in
storage before undergoing an extensive restoration 12 years ago during which her original two 18hp
petrol engines, capable of just over 7 knots, were replaced by a Beta model 38 engine. But she retains
about 90 percent of her original timber, including the mahogany hull, and fittings. The 10.6 metre long
lifeboat is among more than 1,600 vessels on Britain’s National Register of Historic Vessels. Trips on
THE CHIEFTAIN cost £10 (US$13) and £30 (US$37) depending on the duration.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Achill Island RNLI rescue lone sailor in 14 hour overnight operation
Achill Island RNLI were involved in a 14 hour rescue overnight, (Sunday/Monday 22/23 May), to a lone
sailor onboard a yacht which had lost power almost 40 nautical miles west of Achill Island.
The volunteer crew were requested to launch their all-weather lifeboat by the Irish Coast Guard to assist
the sailor and their racing yacht which was in difficulty almost 40 miles off the west coast, having lost all
power. The loss of power meant that the sailor onboard had no means of communication. A fixed wing
aircraft located the yacht’s position which was then provided to Achill Island RNLI to assist with
planning what became an overnight passage. The Trent class lifeboat launched at 8.30pm under Coxswain
Dave Curtis with a crew of six onboard including mechanic Michael Cattigan, Terry Hogarth, Ken Quinn,
Ivan Swarbrigg, Stephen McGreal and Thomas Ruddy. The Sligo based Irish Coast Guard Helicopter,
Rescue 118 was later tasked so that they could confirm the location of the yacht and provide light for the
lifeboat crew who arrived in fading light. There were north westerly winds at the time with Force 3-4 sea
conditions which began to calm during late morning. The lifeboat located the yacht at approximately
11pm with the sailor onboard. The man was physically well, but tired from his ordeal. Once on scene,
Rescue 118 departed and the lifeboat crew carried out an assessment of the yacht, which was found to be
in good condition. However, without power, the sailor could not lower his sail, so he had no steering
control and was at the mercy of the wind. A risk assessment was carried out and it was decided to tow the
yacht to nearest safe port at Clare Island. Establishing a tow proved challenging with the sail remaining
up amid 1.5-2m swells, but the efforts of the crew meant that a safe tow was eventually established and a
tow commenced in the early hours of the morning and continued overnight. The lifeboat and the yacht
reached Clare Island at 8.55am this morning, where the yacht was safely moored. Happy that the sailor
was well and recovering from is ordeal, the volunteer crew left Clare Island at 9.10am and arrived back in
Achill Island shortly before 10am in the morning, having spent almost 14 hours at sea. Speaking after the
call out, Ciaran Needham, Achill Island RNLI Lifeboat Operations Manager, said: ‘We were delighted to
be able to assist in this multi-agency rescue during the night, which thankfully resulted in the safe rescue
of a lone sailor. Our crew worked hard in difficult conditions throughout, and we want to thank all those
who helped make their task easier than it might otherwise have been. The Irish Coast Guard at Malin
Head excellently coordinated the rescue and we are grateful to the crew of Rescue 118 for their help and
assistance when we reached the lone sailor, who thankfully, is safe and well.’ The RNLI charity saves
lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search and rescue service around the United Kingdom and
Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates 238 lifeboat stations in the UK and Ireland and more than
240 lifeguard units on beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. The RNLI is independent of
Coastguard and government and depends on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its rescue
service. Since the RNLI was founded in 1824, its lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved over 142,700
lives.

Couple retire on cruise ship to avoid cost of living on land
When Angelyn Burk, a recently retired accountant, decided to crunch some numbers one evening last
year, she made a stunning discovery: It would be cheaper for her and her husband to spend their
retirement perpetually aboard cruise ships than to continue living on land.
HAL’s NOORDAM cruising the Glacier Bay in Alaska Photo : Willem Evertsz 2nd officer o/b Noordam
© "This is how I want to retire," Angelyn, 53, decided in that moment. "Life is too short. “She turned to
her husband, Richard Burk, and said: "We can do this. Let's make cruise ships our home. “To her delight,
he was onboard. The couple had thoroughly enjoyed the nearly 10 cruises they had been on together in
the past, and they have a mutual love for travel as well as a shared disdain for airports.They looked online
and determined that, on average, they could string together voyages on various cruise ships for markedly
less money than their collective cost of living on land. All they had to do was hop from ship to ship with
some small breaks in between.
"We calculated that we can probably live reasonably well with about $100 a day together, with what
we've saved up," said Richard, 51, who retired as a computer programmer last month. “It became a no-
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brainer," said Angelyn, who resigned from her accounting job in 2019, and briefly bartended before the
pandemic. The Burks have grown frustrated by the mounting costs of living on land, they said. Between
the mortgage, Internet, electricity, property taxes, insurance, and other costs associated with owning their
home in Seattle, the couple was spending more than $US3,500 per month. That doesn't include food,
transportation, entertainment and other expenses of everyday life.
On a cruise ship, however, "there is no extra. The price is the price," Angelyn said. Spending their
retirement at sea, she concluded, would be "so much cheaper."
"By living on a cruise ship, you gain your
room, you gain board, you've got
entertainment that's built in, you're going
to different locations," her husband
echoed. "It's hard to beat that." Their next
cruise is set for July, at which point they
plan to embark on back-to-back cruises
for about nine months, with a few brief
land breaks. Between cruises, they will
be nomads of sorts, visiting family and
The MARINA departing from Malta Photo : Michael Cassar (c)
friends, as well as staying in Airbnbs and
hotels, which they will mostly pay for
with credit card points. They’ve tested the waters of their retirement plan over the past year, taking a
nine-day Carnival cruise from Miami to the Bahamas in November, a seven-day Carnival cruise from
Long Beach, California, to the Mexican Riviera in March, and a 21-day Holland America cruise from
Fort Lauderdale through the Panama Canal, ending in Vancouver in mid-May. The couple is now staying
with family in Seattle, awaiting their fourth grandchild's birth, as well as their son's graduation from the
University of Washington in June. Although they have not yet sold their home or car, they plan to soon.
Three of their five children - ages 21 to 28 - are living in their home and covering the mortgage and other
expenses. Although rare, the concept of spending long stretches at sea - particularly as a retiree - is not
unheard of. A handful of so-called "cult cruisers" have even earned fame for it, and some lines have
started offering extended vacations for snowbirds “It’s definitely caught fire lately in terms of people
considering this as a prospect," said Collen McDaniel, the editor in chief of Cruise Critic, a cruise ship
review site. "We've heard of a number of people doing it over the years, and we're hearing more and more
[of it]. While the pandemic temporarily disrupted the cruising industry, it is making a comeback, and
recently Cruise Critic posted a poll on Twitter, asking, "Would you retire at sea?" Of the 141 respondents,
43 percent voted, "Yes, sign me up!" and 33 percent voted, "Maybe, if it's feasible."
McDaniel said the financial savings are a major draw to the long-term cruise lifestyle, adding that the
Burks' budget of $US100 ($A145) per day "is absolutely doable.” The cost of cruises vary widely,
depending on amenities. Budget-friendly voyages can cost as little as $50 a day - not including taxes,
fees, and gratuities - and luxury lines, which tend to have more inclusive prices, can go for $500 per
person per day, McDaniel said. Many mainstream cruise lines have loyalty programs, meaning "the more
you stay, the better perks you get," she said. "By building up that loyalty and staying on the same line,
you're really going to be saving yourself some money." Beyond the financial benefits, there is a simplicity
to cruising, she said, as well as a built-in social life.
The Burks said they aren't concerned about some of the potential drawbacks of living on a ship - such as
sea sickness, which they said they're immune to. They're also unfazed by living in a tiny cabin. In fact, on
their last few cruises, they each only brought one backpack. On their most recent 21-day cruise through
the Panama Canal this month, neither of them brought a suitcase. "For us, it's more freeing if we just have
a backpack, so we don't have to lug around much," Angelyn said. Many ships offer paid laundry services,
which they sometimes use, though they often opt to wash their clothes by hand in the sink The couple has
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long sought to maintain a minimalist lifestyle. It began in 2013, when they relocated from Portland,
Texas, to Seattle, and their moving truck crashed along the way. "Everything inside burned," Richard
recalled. "We really ended up decluttering our lives. That's when we started off just having a minimum
amount of stuff. Living mostly on ships, the couple said, will help them further their goal of amassing
fewer items and spending less money. Additionally, coordinating their days on land, Angelyn said, "is
part of the planning" and will be factored into their carefully calculated budget. "I'm not going to say that
this is an easy way of life," she said, explaining that finding good deals and scheduling cruises can
sometimes feel like a full-time job. "We're constantly going online and looking at the different cruise
lines to see what cruises they have available, and what is the least-expensive way to travel someplace,"
said Richard. He added that he and his wife prefer to book Holland America cruises because of the music
and entertainment offerings. "We don't really care where we're traveling." They said constantly cruising is
worth the time it takes to plan. “It’s like you're at home," Angelyn said. "We have a magnificent living
room, an absolutely gorgeous dining room and a hot tub that never needs maintenance." Living on water
means you don't hear "ambulances, sirens, screaming and yelling. It's just a calmer existence," she added.
The Burks enjoy various activities offered onboard, including movie screenings, comedy performances
and arts and crafts classes. They usually disembark to explore whenever the vessel stops at ports, though
they sometimes choose to stay on the ship and relax. Their next voyage is a 50-day European cruise in the
summer, followed by a 108-day Australian cruise in the fall. As long as it remains financially feasible, the
Burks intend to continue cruising - forever. “That would be our dream," Richard said. Source : Traveller

Merchant Navy Welfare Board
8 Cumberland Place
Southampton
SO15 2BH
By email only: enquiries@mnwb.org.uk
26 May 2022
Dear Sirs,
Merchant Navy Ratings Pension Fund (the “Fund”)
Settlement of the case about ill-heath early retirement benefits – publicising the settlement
We are writing to inform you of a matter that affects some of the Seafarers who are members of the
Merchant Navy Ratings Pension Scheme who may be in contact with you.
On 24 February 2022, the High Court approved a settlement in the case brought by Merchant Navy
Ratings Pension Fund Trustees Limited, the trustee of the Fund (the “Trustee”) over Ill-health early
retirement benefits (“IHER benefits”) in the Fund.
In accordance with the settlement, the Trustee is writing to notify you of the project to implement the
settlement, and to request your assistance in publicising it to those who could potentially be eligible to
make a claim.
Background to the case and the settlement
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The High Court case was started by the Trustee in February 2019 to seek directions on various legal
questions arising from the provision, revision and removal of enhanced IHER benefits first introduced
into the MNRPF in 1985.
As is usual with this type of case, the Trustee took a neutral stance on the issues. The other parties were
representative parties appointed by the Court to represent the interests of the members and the
participating employers with independent lawyers paid for by the Fund. In this respect, Stena Line
broadly represented all the participating employers and two members broadly represented all affected
members.
A settlement of the case was approved by the Court on 24 February 2022 on the basis that it was for the
benefit of both the members and employers. It became legally effective on 22 March 2022.
The Trustee has been preparing to implement the settlement for some time with its administrators and
advisers. It will be providing lump-sum arrears (with interest) and increased pensions to a proportion of
those members who are in receipt of or should have been in receipt of an ill-health pension.
The affected members are in three broad categories, being (i) those whose IHER benefits were scaled
back when first put into payment, (ii) those whose IHER benefits were suspended or reduced
following a review, and (iii) those with the necessary service and who became permanently unfit for sea
service, but who were not provided with an IHER benefit because it had been withdrawn before they left
service.
The level of compensation under the settlement varies for affected members. There is also a claims
process for those who were not provided with an IHER benefit.
We enclose for further background:
• a letter which was sent to members in August 2021; and
• the judgment given by the Judge when approving the settlement.
The communications plan for Category C
Category C persons referred to in the settlement, are those persons claiming in respect of members who:
(i) were in service on 8 October 1993 and had been in service long enough to qualify for an IHER
pension, had new IHER pensions not been stopped on that date; and
(ii) left service (or will leave service) before Normal Pension Age due to qualifying ill health.
The settlement process for these members includes:
1 tracing potentially affected persons;
2 sending contact letters with claim forms ;
3 chasing letters;
4 a freephone helpline and assistance in the claims process from Mercer, the Fund’s administrator;
5 publicising the settlement on the member’ website
6 seeking to engage with other organisations to publicise the settlement; and
7 reporting progress in summary annual reports to the members.
The process provides for the claim to be considered by Appointed Persons with access to an appointed
Medical Adviser and legal advice as required. There is a robust governance process established and
overseen by a Committee of the Trustee.
It is expected that contact letters and claim forms will begin to be sent to potential Category C persons at
the end of May 2022.
Your assistance
We hope that this information is helpful background in case you are contacted by any persons in relation
to the settlement process.
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We have included on our website an update to members which gives information about the settlement and
contact details for members to use if they would like additional information.
We would be grateful if you could include a link to this update on your website to direct potential
claimants to the relevant information.
The web address is: www.mnrpf.co.uk/latest-news.php
Potential claimants can also contact Mercer using their dedicated phone line for the claims process or in
writing using the details below:
Freephone helpline telephone number: 0800 197 6923
Email: mnrpf.mailings@mercer.com
Post: Post Handling Team
Maclaren House
Talbot Road
Stretford
Manchester
M32 0FP
Please let us know if you would like any further information or to discuss these matters.
Yours faithfully,
John Oldland
For and on behalf of The Merchant Navy Ratings Pension Fund Trustees Limited

Royal Navy could escort grain ships across Black Sea in bid to break Russian
blockade By The Bharat Express News
British warships could join allies in a convoy to escort Ukrainian grain and ease a global food crisis. In
ongoing discussions, it is expected that countries could introduce a “coalition of the willing” that would
break the Russian blockade by providing a “protective corridor” starting in Odessa and passing through
the Bosphorus. According to Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, he discussed this
possibility with Foreign Secretary Liz Truss. This could include some NATO countries, alongside others
like Egypt, which are heavily dependent on grain. Allied navies would clear the area and protect cargo
ships carrying Russian military goods. The plan comes as Denmark announces it will provide Ukraine
with a harpoon launcher and missiles as part of a security deal, Lloyd Austin, US Secretary of Defense,
said on Monday.With a range of 200 miles, they would allow Ukraine to target the six ships of the Black
Sea Fleet and the two submarines blockading the northwestern part of the Black Sea. Russia is “holding
vulnerable countries around the world hostage,” Austin added.He said countries “could provide ships or
planes that would be stationed in the Black Sea and provide maritime passage for grain ships to leave the
port of Odessa and reach the Bosphorus in Turkey.” Ms Truss said: ‘What we need to do is fix this global
food security issue and the UK is working on an urgent solution to get grain out of Ukraine.’The ongoing
war has severely destabilized world trade, pushing many countries into a hunger crisis. Huge shipments of
grain and other essential items lie unused in Ukrainian warehouses. Together, Ukraine and Russia are
responsible for exporting a third of the world’s wheat and barley and half of its sunflower oil.The Royal
Navy post could escort grain ships across the Black Sea in a bid to break the Russian blockade appeared
first on The Telegraph. Source : thebharatexpressnews
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Captain Arrested in Australia Smuggling Cocaine Faces Life in Prison
Australia arrested the captain of a bulk carrier charging him with being part of an organized effort to
smuggle narcotics into the country. The 51-year-old citizen of Montenegro is being charged with
importing a commercial The quantity of a border controlled drug into Australia and if convicted the
maximum penalty is life in prison. latest in a series of high-profile cases involving international ships
arriving in Australia, this case began in mid-May when the Australian Federal Police, Western Australia
Police Force, and Australian Border Force announced the arrest of two men charged with allegedly
importing 320kg of cocaine into Western Australia. The drugs valued at US$90 million were seized and
the men were arrested in a mining port, Port Hedland, in Western Australia. Police did not provide
extensive details saying the investigation was ongoing but did report that they were investigating the
possible involvement of an “international bulk shipping carrier.” The two suspects were observed in a
small boat that they had rented in the port and used to travel about 17 miles out to sea. The small boat was
seen idling close to the bulker while offshore. The men were arrested on May 17 and the police reported
that they had also boarded the bulker when it docked in Port Hedland after a voyage from Japan and
China. At the time they said investigations were continuing into “suspicions that a cargo vessel was used
to import the drugs into Western Australia waters from overseas.” The Australian Federal Police reported
that during their investigation they had seized the cellphone from the master of the bulker, the Marshall
Island-registered Interlink Veracity. The 38,700 dwt bulker had initially arrived off Australia on May 14
anchoring and later moving to the berth, where it remains. The police said that the examination of the
captain’s phone seized during their inspection of the vessel revealed messages relating to the drug
smuggling operation. They allege that the captain brought the drugs onto the bulker at an unidentified
foreign port. After the bulker anchored offshore they believe the captain began dropping the packages,
each containing about 8kg of cocaine, overboard. They were retrieved by the two men who transported
them to shore. The police returned to the bulker on May 23 for an additional search of the 590-foot vessel.
During that investigation, they arrested the captain and removed him from his ship. He was expected to
appear in court today in South Hedland, Australia. “It is our clear objective to systematically pull apart
the syndicates that are responsible for the trafficking of these deadly illicit drugs to Western Australia,”
said Commissioner Blanch of the Western Australia Police Force Deputy discussing the ongoing efforts
to disrupt the maritime smuggling of drugs into Australia.
The arrest came two weeks after the police investigated another bulker arriving from Argentina for its
possible involvement in smuggling. In that case, they apprehended 50kg of cocaine after being called to
the harbour on reports of an unconscious driver. The deceased diver was in sophisticated gear and the
police then found the packages of cocaine floating in the harbour. They believed that something had gone
wrong during an operation to retrieve the cocaine from a sea chest on the bulker. In that case, no one from
the ship was arrested, but they later took into custody the operator of a drive boat company alleging that
he had masterminded the scheme and they were searching for two people believed to have been assisting
the diver. At the end of March, the police also arrested four crewmembers from a Cyprus-registered
bulker while it was docked in Port Adelaide. The operation led to the recovery of 416kg of cocaine worth
an estimated street value of more than US$125 million, which they called the largest drug bust in
Southern Australia. Source : MAREX
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Bruce Ropner
Thanks to Eric Brown for drawing this to my attention.

Scion of a shipping empire who built his own motor racing circuit and won a British
bobsleigh title.
https://digitaleditions.telegraph.co.uk/data/974/reader/reader.html?#!preferred/0/package/974/pub/974/pa
ge/74/article/NaN
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MARC (age 4) was engrossed in a young couple that were hugging and kissing
in a restaurant. Without taking his eyes off them, he asked his dad: 'Why is he
whispering in her mouth?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Royal Navy could escort grain ships across Black Sea in bid to break Russian
blockade By the Bharat Express News
British warships could join allies in a convoy to escort Ukrainian grain and ease a global food crisis. In
ongoing discussions, it is expected that countries could introduce a “coalition of the willing” that would
break the Russian blockade by providing a “protective corridor” starting in Odessa and passing through
the Bosphorus. According to Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, he discussed this
possibility with Foreign Secretary Liz Truss. This could include some NATO countries, alongside others
like Egypt, which are heavily dependent on grain. Allied navies would clear the area and protect cargo
ships carrying Russian military goods. The plan comes as Denmark announces it will provide Ukraine
with a harpoon launcher and missiles as part of a security deal, Lloyd Austin, US Secretary of Defense,
said on Monday. With a range of 200 miles, they would allow Ukraine to target the six ships of the Black
Sea Fleet and the two submarines blockading the northwestern part of the Black Sea. Russia is “holding
vulnerable countries around the world hostage,” Austin added. He said countries “could provide ships or
planes that would be stationed in the Black Sea and provide maritime passage for grain ships to leave the
port of Odessa and reach the Bosphorus in Turkey.” Ms Truss said: ‘What we need to do is fix this global
food security issue and the UK is working on an urgent solution to get grain out of Ukraine. ‘The ongoing
war has severely destabilized world trade, pushing many countries into a hunger crisis. Huge shipments of
grain and other essential items lie unused in Ukrainian warehouses. Together, Ukraine and Russia are
responsible for exporting a third of the world’s wheat and barley and half of its sunflower oil. The Royal
Navy post could escort grain ships across the Black Sea in a bid to break the Russian blockade appeared
first on The Telegraph. Source : thebharatexpressnews

WE REMEMBER THE SINKING OF THE RMS EMPRESS OF IRELAND:
‘CANADA’S TITANIC’ MAY 29, 2022 - OTTAWA
Mr. Stéphane Ouellette, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Merchant Navy
Commemorative Theme Project (MNCTP),
remembered the sinking of The RMS Empress of
Ireland.
It was on that tragic day of May 29, 1914, when
the transatlantic liner Empress of Ireland was
rammed accidentally, under a thickness of fog, by
the Norwegian-built collier SS Storstad (close to
Pointe-au-Père, near Rimouski, Québec, Canada).
The oceangoing passenger ship, owned by the
Canadian Pacific Steamship Company, sank to the
bottom of the St. Lawrence River in only 14
minutes. Of the 1,477 souls on-board, 1,012 died,
making it the worst peacetime marine disaster in
Canadian history.

(From left) RMS Empress of Ireland and Portrait of
Florence Barbour (Canadian Museum of History,
IMG2012-0381-0004-Dm)

However, the sinking of The Empress of Ireland’s greatest loss was the children. Out of the 138 aboard,
only five survived this tragic ordeal. Eight-year-old Florence Barbour (above), travelling in second class
with her mother and sister, was one of the fortunate to survive. Bodies recovered from the Empress were
gathered in the village of Sainte-Luce, and buried near Rimouski, where a monument now stands to their
memory.
Notwithstanding the significance of the sinking of The RMS Empress of Ireland catastrophe, she was
always overshadowed by the higher-profile transatlantic sinkings of The RMS Titanic and The RMS
Lusitania. The Empress of Ireland also played a critical role in Canada’s immigration boom, while she
was in service from 1906 to the 1914 sinking. Over 120,000 European immigrants sailed on her seeking
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new opportunities in Canada. It is estimated that approximately a million Canadians today can trace an
ancestor to this ship.
NEWS RELEASE
.To view the commemorations, please select: Commemoration of The RMS Empress of Ireland.
Commemoration of the Empress of Ireland - YouTube
Sadly, Mr. Anderson passed away from
Covid-19 on October 16, 2020.
Quote:
Beauport—Limoilou, Québec (2021)
“When the Empress of Ireland ocean liner
sank to the bottom of the St. Lawrence on
May 29, 1914, it dragged men, women
and children of every age and social class
into the river’s watery depths. A
The Revd Canon Dr. Crispin Pailing, Rector of Liverpool,
Liverpool Parish Church (left), and Mr. Bill Anderson MNM,
newspaper reporter described seeing the
Chairman, Merchant Navy Association, Liverpool Branch
victims in Rimouski’s quayside hangar
(right), Commemorating the Sinking of
that served as a makeshift morgue: “The
The RMS Empress of Ireland (May 26, 2020)
rich sleep beside the poor, the powerful
beside the weak. The humble Pole or
Russian who was starving in the streets of a Canadian metropolis sleeps beside the golden patrician . . .
they are all equal.” –
Dr. John Willis, PhD, Adjunct Research Professor, Carleton University, May 28, 2018

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

Thanks to Roland (Phil) Mason for this image.
___________________________________________________________________________________
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Russia v NATO
A Russian wife turned to her husband and asked, "What's this special military operation our glorious
leader keeps talking about?”
Her husband replied, "It's a proxy war between Russia and NATO.”
"Oh, right. How's it going?”
"Well," he replied, "so far we've lost 24,000 soldiers, 2,000 tanks, 200 aircraft, numerous helicopters, and
loads of armoured vehicles and artillery pieces and our flag ship along with other naval pieces”
"Wow! What about NATO?”
"They haven't turned up yet.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Funny Jokes for Adults - By Stephen
IF YOU ARE EASILY OFFEND43D

STOP READING NOW
New York Bar:
Frank was getting ready to go on a trip to New York for the first time and was talking to his friend Bill.
Bill: “While you are in New York, there is a bar that you have to go to. When you walk through the front
door, you are handed a free drink. Then you can go to the back room and get laid. Come back up to the
bar, and you get another free drink. Then you can get laid again. It goes on like this all night.”
Frank: “That sounds unbelievable. Have you really been there?”
Bill: “No, but my sister has.”
********************************

A man is out shopping and discovers a new brand of Olympic condoms.
Clearly impressed, he buys a pack.
Upon getting home he announces to his wife the purchase he just made.
SHE:- “Olympic condoms?”, she blurts, “What makes them so special?”
HE:- “There are three colors”, he replies, “Gold, Silver and Bronze.”
SHE@:- M“What color are you going to wear tonight?”, she asks cheekily.
HE:- “Gold of course”, says the man proudly.
SHE:- rresponds wryly, “Why don’t you wear Silver? It would be nice if you came second for a change.”
_____________________________________________________________________________________
As an airplane is about to crash, a female passenger jumps up frantically and announces, “If I’m
going to die, I want to die feeling like a woman.”
She removes all her clothing and asks, “Is there someone on this plane who is man enough to make me
feel like a woman?”
A man stands up, removes his shirt and says, “Here, iron this!”.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Merchant Navy Association
Bringing Seafarers past & present together
Through meetings and communications
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets
For information visit our website
www.mna.org.uk
____________________________________________________________________________________________

That’s all from me now folks.

Stay Safe Shipmates
Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care.

Yours Aye,
Malcolm
Malcolm Mathison
Past National Chairman
Merchant Navy Association
Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email:
R546060@aol.com
www.mna.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1135661
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