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The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of 

companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea 
Hi Shipmates, 

Please find below more snippets of information since circular #07 was published 31st May 2022. 
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News 

Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not 

forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access. 

 
MNA National Contact Points 

Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk 

 

Secretary, David Parsons - Tel: 01935 414 765   Email: secretary@mna.org.uk    

 

Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk 

 

Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875  Email: membership@mna.org.uk    

 

MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer - Sandra Broom Tel  0121 244 0190  

 shop@mna.org.uk  

 

Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner -  fullahead@mna.org.uk  Tel 01889 585 588 

 

Change of Address????  If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-

mail or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:-  
 R546060@aol.com   membership@mna.org.uk   secretary@mna.org.uk &  events@mna.org.uk 
 

 

 
The WHITE MARLIN loaded in Brunei Bay the jack up rigs WEST CRESSIDA and WEST LEDA for 

transportation to Sharjah (UAE) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Merchant Navy Association 
Bringing Seafarers past & present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark Sinclair Finishes 2018 Golden Globe Race by Rick Spilman May 29, 2022 
 

On May 27, 2022, Australian solo sailor Mark 

Sinclair, 63, finished the 2018-2019 Golden Globe 

Race. He finished last and took four years to complete 

the race, but he finished, which is an accomplishment 

in its own right.  
 

Sinclair had made it halfway around the world before 

pulling out of the race in Australia in December 2018. 

He calculated that he had taken too long to reach the 

halfway point in the race and at his current average speed would arrive too late in the season at Cape 

Horn. Earlier in the race, Sinclair had run perilously low on freshwater. 
 

He restarted the race on December 5, 2021 from his home port of Adelaide and took 174 days to sail from 

Australia to Les Sables d’Olonne in France, arriving on 27 May. 
 

Under the race rules, he was allowed to restart, but in the Chichester Class for entrants who make one 

stop. In total, he has spent 332 days at sea. 
 

Yachting Monthly reports that Sinclair, who endured 50 knot winds and 6 metre seas when he rounded 

Cape Horn, as well as damage to his 1980 Lello 34, Coconut said he felt ‘relief’ at arriving in Les Sables 

d’Olonne, adding that the race was ‘bloody hard but a really good experience.’ 
 

‘It gets to the stage when you are just sailing and it doesn’t matter. A day extra doesn’t matter; the sun 

rises and sets, the moon waxes and wanes, but I really don’t like rough weather and I had a lot,’ he said. 
 

He said he now had ‘a list of jobs to do’ and this would determine if he would race in the 2022 Golden 

Globe Race, which starts on 4 September 2022. He had originally planned to finish the 2018 race in April. 
 

The post appeared first on Old Salt 
 

  

 

http://www.mna.org.uk/
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Russian Oligarch’s Megayacht Location Is Turned Back On After Going Dark For 12 

Days  
https://gcaptain.com/russian-oligarchs-megayacht-location-is-turned-back-on-after-going-dark-for-12-

days/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-236796352a-139894965&mc_cid=236796352a&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Two Bidders Left for Global Dream as Stena Reportedly Pulls Out  
Stena Line, a Swedish ferry operator, has reportedly pulled out of a takeover bid for the Genting Dream in 

a bid to enter the cruise industry in Asia. The news came via NDR, citing insolvency administrator 

Christoph Morgen, who said Stena was close to having a financing deal for the cruise ship, which sits 

about 80 percent completed at MV Werften. The deal ultimately did not happen, with the news outlet 

citing uncertainties in the Asian market, including China's No-COVID policy."Our prospect always said 

they wanted to buy a shipping company in Asia consisting of Dream Cruises and three ships," said 

Morgen on NDR MV Live. Morgen said there were still two interested parties in the Global Dream, with 

one party being Genting's Tan Sry Lim Kok Thay. He noted that one party expressing interest wants to 

move the ship elsewhere to complete it.source : cruiseindustrynews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Ocean Race Aims for Equal Number of Male and Female Sailors by 2030  
The Ocean Race is aiming for a 50/50 split 

of women and men competing in the 

round-the-world sailing fleet within the 

next three editions of the race. The 

ambitious target is part of Horizon, a new 

collaboration with The Magenta Project, 

World Sailing Trust and PA Consulting 

that is dedicated to increasing the number 

of women in professional sailing. And the 

group is calling on the sailing, marine and 

sports industries to join them in helping to 

accelerate accessibility for women. 

According to the World Sailing Trust, 

nearly 60% of women in sailing have faced gender discrimination. Horizon aims for an equal number of 

men and women competing across The Ocean Race — whether this is achieved through mixed crews or 

all-female teams. The initiative — which encompasses roles across the sport, including sailors, boat 

builders, coaches, umpires and race officials - is launching following in-depth analysis of the state of 

gender equality in professional sailing by PA Consulting. Following interviews with key stakeholders in 

the industry, the consultancy identified major barriers, bias and systemic issues that limit female 

participation in the sport.  

Dee Caffari, the first woman to sail single-handed and non-stop around the world in both directions, two-

time competitor of The Ocean Race and chair of the World Sailing Trust, said: “We all naturally trust the 

people we are used to sailing with, so it is difficult to break into a team. The wind and waves don’t care 

who you are, male or female, you’re a sailor.” The insights echo the World Sailing Trust’s 2019 Strategic 

Review into Women in Sailing (PDF), which revealed that 80% of women and 56% of men think that 

gender equality is an issue in sailing, with 59% of women, compared with 14% of men, saying they had 

experienced gender discrimination.  

Working together, The Ocean Race, The Magenta Project, PA Consulting and World Sailing Trust say 

they aim to change perception and improve routes into the industry for women. The Ocean Race will 

create a roadmap for action which will feature new and existing initiatives that will be supported by the 

collaborators. The actions will include recommendations from the World Sailing Trust Strategic Review, 

such as: A fast-track leadership programme to create a pipeline of female leaders across the sport equality 

design working group made up of boat designers, manufacturers, technical specialists and female sailors a 

diversity and inclusion working group, led by World Sailing Trust  

 
VIVA MEXICO in The Ocean Race Europe in 2021 |  

Credit: Jen Edney/Viva Mexico/The Ocean Race 

 

https://gcaptain.com/russian-oligarchs-megayacht-location-is-turned-back-on-after-going-dark-for-12-days/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-236796352a-139894965&mc_cid=236796352a&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/russian-oligarchs-megayacht-location-is-turned-back-on-after-going-dark-for-12-days/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-236796352a-139894965&mc_cid=236796352a&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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The Ocean Race will also provide shadowing opportunities across race management, with volunteers 

from local clubs in every host city that the race stops at, and, with The Magenta Project, will develop a 

women and youth mentoring programme specific to The Ocean Race. PA Consulting will create an 

equality assessment tool to help the sailing industry measure where they are now and where they can 

improve, along with a series of roundtables that will follow progress across the industry. All stakeholders 

will also sign the UN Women, Sport for Generation Equality Charter, a powerful multi sport stakeholder 

coalition to drive gender equality through sport. Anne-Cécile Turner, sustainability director at The Ocean 

Race said: “Female competitors in The Ocean Race include Olympic gold medallists and world-record 

breakers. They are powerful role models and ambassadors, but for many, their journey to the top has been 

fraught with challenges, simply because they are female.  

“Not only are women missing out on opportunities, but the profession is also missing out on the skills, 

strength and talent that they bring to the table. Sailing can secure its reputation, and its future, by coming 

together as an industry. We need to build bridges, not work in silos.”  

The Ocean Race has seen 136 women competing since 1973, including 12 in the first edition. In the 2017-

18 edition of the race, new rules were introduced that gave teams a major incentive to include women as 

well as men — a policy that will continue in the 2022-23 race and will see women participate with a 

meaningful role on every team.  

“The research that the World Sailing Trust conducted in 2019, showed some pretty stark figures on the 

state of gender equality in sailing,” Caffari said. “The PA Consulting research has since confirmed that 

while there is some progress, the sport needs to work much harder and more collaboratively, if we are to 

bring about change. It will take leading events in our sport, such as The Ocean Race, to continue to turn 

the equality dial.  

“The Horizon initiative is exactly how we need to be working, so that as a sport, we can collaborate better 

and address these key issues, and start levelling the playing field. Aiming to increase opportunities and 

participation levels for female athletes.” Jonquil Hackenberg, chair of The Magenta Project, a charity 

dedicated to gender parity and diversity in competitive sailing, and head of sustainability at PA 

Consulting said: “Sailing is one of the least diverse sports and this needs to change. This collaboration is 

a vital step towards that and has the potential to alter the face of sailing forever and make it a sport that 

others can turn to and learn from. “The power of this collaboration is that it brings strengths to the fore, 

where strengths do not need to be physical. With a tangible set of recommendations and a collaboration 

whereby we at The Magenta Project can bring actionable pathways for aspiring ocean racers, the 

initiatives focus on the entire ecosystem of the sport, which is the only way to truly embed meaningful 

and sustainable change.”  

IMOCA, one of the two yacht classes that will race in the next edition of The Ocean Race alongside the 

VO65 class, expressed its support for Horizon. IMOCA president Antoine Mermod said: “While we are 

seeing more females in sailing, there is still a way to go to make the sport truly equal for women and men. 

We would particularly welcome more females becoming skippers and taking on other leading roles in the 

industry, so we’re delighted to see a collaboration that focuses on making the sport more accessible to 

women. “The Ocean Race has been a pioneer in this space; we’re looking forward to supporting their 

ambition to make the event equal.” Helping to create pathways for women in sailing is the first step in 

The Ocean Race’s diversity and inclusion programme, which aims to make the event, and industry, more 

accessible to all. Diversity and inclusion is part of The Ocean Race’s Racing with Purpose sustainability 

programme, which was created with 11th Hour Racing, a premier partner of The Ocean Race, and is 

dedicated to improving the health of the ocean. Source : afloat 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MNWB Grants and Impact Manager role - Tue, 31 May 2022 16:24 

Please find to follow a link to the MNWB Grants and Impact Manager role which is currently being 

advertised on CharityJob. 

 

https://www.charityjob.co.uk/jobs/merchant-navy-welfare-board/grants-and-impact-

manager/834291?tsId=8 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.charityjob.co.uk/jobs/merchant-navy-welfare-board/grants-and-impact-manager/834291?tsId=8
https://www.charityjob.co.uk/jobs/merchant-navy-welfare-board/grants-and-impact-manager/834291?tsId=8
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Lifeboat volunteers presented with Jubilee medals for 385 years of service  
To commemorate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, RNLI Ilfracombe shore and boat crew were honoured for 

long service. 21 members of RNLI Ilfracombe's shore and 

boat crew were presented with medals for long service. The 

volunteers, who have each been with the lifeboats for 

between five and 30 years, were each awarded a medal as 

part of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations. This has 

particular significance to lifeboat volunteers as Queen 

Elizabeth II has been the patron of the RNLI since her 

coronation and has herself given invaluable service to the 

charity.  

The honoured volunteers included shore crew, boat crew, 

helms and coxswains of both the inshore and all-weather 

lifeboats, navigators, boat launchers, and tractor drivers. 

Between them, the crew members have given RNLI Ilfracombe a total of 385 years' service.  

Station Mechanic, Leigh Hanks recognised this as being a very proud moment for the RNLI. "This station 

is built on its volunteer crew. Without these men and women giving up their time to train for their roles 

and answer their pagers to attend rescues, we would not be able to do our job of saving lives at sea. We 

know that being an RNLI crew member is a big undertaking, and we are extremely grateful to all our 

volunteers and very proud to be honoured in our Queen's Jubilee year." There has been a lifeboat in 

Ilfracombe Harbour for nearly 200 years. We currently have 49 volunteers, one paid member of staff and 

two lifeboats – the small, manoeuvrable ILB (inshore lifeboat) named The DEBORAH BROWN II and 

the large, self-righting ALB (all-weather lifeboat) called THE BARRY AND PEGGY HIGH 

FOUNDATION. Our current lifeboat house was opened in 1996. We provide a 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week search and rescue service. 

Russia is ready to ensure the passage of ships from Ukrainian ports if waters are demined 
Russia is ready to ensure the passage of ships from Ukrainian ports if Ukraine clears the water area of 

mines, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov told journalists following the talks with his Bahraini 

counterpart, Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, according to the briefing video. "If the problem of 

demining is solved, which is a point we have been calling our western colleagues to notice for weeks, RF 

Navy will ensure an unhindered passage of those vessels in the open sea, to the Mediterranean Sea and 

further to their points of destination," the Minister said. Source : PortNews 

Thousands of sheep drown off Sudan’s Red Sea cost as ship sinks  
An overladen ship crammed with thousands of sheep capsized 

Sunday off Sudan’s Red Sea coast drowning the animals on board 

but with all crew surviving, port officials said. The livestock vessel 

was heading from Sudan's port of Suakin to Saudi Arabia when it 

ran into trouble in the Red Sea. “The ship, BADR 1, sank during 

the early hours of Sunday morning,” a senior Sudanese port official 

said, speaking on condition of anonymity. “It was carrying 15,800 

sheep, which was beyond its load limits.” Another official, who said that all crew were rescued, raised concerns over 

the economic and environmental impact of the accident. “The sunken ship will affect the port’s operation,” the 

official said. “It will also likely have an environmental impact due to the death of the large number of animals 

carried by the ship.” Last month, a massive fire broke out in the cargo area of Suakin port, lasting hours and causing 

heavy damages. It was not clear what caused the blaze. An investigation has been launched to determine the cause 

of the fire, but has yet to release its findings. The historic port town of Suakin is no longer Sudan’s main foreign 

trade hub, a role which has been taken by Port Sudan, some 60 kilometers (40 miles) away along the Red Sea coast. 

There have been moves to redevelop the port, but a 2017 deal with Turkey to restore historic buildings and expand 

the docks was suspended after the ouster of longtime president Omar al-Bashir. Sudan remains gripped by a chronic 

economic crisis, which has deepened following last year’s military coup led by army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan. 

The military takeover triggered punitive measures, including aid cuts by Western governments, who demanded the 

restoration of the transitional administration installed after Bashir was toppled. Source : al-Arabiya 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Rope Design Improves Vessel Mooring Safety 
Mooring is one of the most dangerous aspects 

of port and vessel operations. When a mooring 

rope holding a docked vessel snaps, the abrupt 

energy release can cause the rope to whip 

across the dock and ship at a speed of almost 

500 MPH or more than twice the speed of a 

NASCAR race car.  

P&I Club, a U.K. marine insurer, released data 

that showed over half of all reported injuries 

over the past 20 years occurred during mooring. 

The data showed that 40 percent of serious 

accidents were due to lines breaking or tightening unexpectedly with an estimate that seafarers had a one 

in four chance of losing a limb and one in seven chance of death from a rope accident.  

Alarmed by statistics like these, shipping giant Maersk will begin implementation of an innovation called 

Snap Back Arrestor (SBA) ropes on the mooring lines used to hold vessels in place while docked in port 

for loading and unloading.  

Working closely with suppliers to solve this industry challenge, Maersk reports that it chose a 

Norwegian-based manufacturer called TIMM ROPES that offers new mooring rope technology that 

features a special core that elongates more than the surrounding rope, acting to absorb and dampen the 

tremendous energy released when mooring ropes break while under strain. As a result, instead of 

snapping back in unpredictable ways at great speed, a broken SBA rope will simply drop to the ground. 

The new ropes are also coloured with a Maersk blue color stripe, making it easier for operators to spot 

any damage or twists in the rope that could affect breakage. Maersk says that this is another important 

visual feature developed to enhance the safety of people working in our industry.  

Once the SBA concept was verified by snap tests, several Maersk vessels were enrolled in a nine-month 

pilot project in 2019 to ensure the rope’s operational conditions, alongside traditional mooring ropes, 

using vessels of various sizes. As part of the testing, they ensured the standardization of the new SBA 

mooring rope sizes and compatibility with existing mooring designs.  

“This SBA rope technology embraces one of the fundamental elements of our Safety Differently 

approach, by building in capacity to safeguard people,” said Aslak Ross, Maersk’s Head of Marine 

Standards.  

Each year Maersk buys and replaces some 1,000 mooring ropes – an annual expense of nearly $2 million. 

Maersk will be implementing an exchange program in which their current mooring ropes will be replaced 

at the end of their 5-year lifecycle with SBA enhanced ropes and Maersk anticipates that full fleet 

implementation of the new SBA ropes will be completed within five years.  

“This new technology and innovative approach enables us to safely transform the mooring rope approach 

in our industry and help lead by example to protect our seafarer community and our dockworkers ashore,” 

added Ross. 

Article cribbed from SEQ Newsletter 52 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

As I watch this generation try and rewrite our history, one thing I'm sure of ... it will be misspelled and 

have no punctuation. 

************************************** 

Me: Sobbing my heart out, "I can't see you anymore ... I'm not going to let you hurt me again.” 

Trainer: "It was one sit-up. ” 

************************************** 

Sorry I haven't gotten anything done today. I've been in the Produce Department trying to open this 

stupid plastic bag. 

************************************** 

Turns out that being a “senior" is mostly just googling how to do stuff. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Two laden Greek tankers seized by Iranian forces  
Suezmaxes Delta Poseidon and Prudent Warrior boarded in the Middle East Gulf and escorted to 

Iranian anchorage. 

By : Nigel Lowry 

Incidents emerge on Friday amid spat between Tehran and Athens over US seizure of Iranian oil cargo off 

Russian tanker held in Greek port  

TWO GREEK oil tankers have 

been boarded in international 

waters by Iranian military 

personnel while navigating 

through the Middle East Gulf. 

Industry sources confirmed 

that in two seemingly similar 

operations the suezmaxes 

DELTA POSEIDON (IMO: 

9468671) and PRUDENT 

WARRIOR (IMO: 9753545), 

both under Greek flag, were 

approached by Iranian helicopters on Friday afternoon.  

They were both boarded by military personnel and later escorted by naval vessels from international 

traffic lanes to Iranian 

waters a few miles off 

the coast.  

A spokesperson at 

Polembros Shipping in 

Greece, the manager of 

the 2017-built 

PRUDENT WARRIOR, 

said the company had 

lost communication with 

the vessel. It had a crew 

of 24 Greeks and 

Filipinos on board. 

Polembros has since learned from other Greek vessels in the vicinity that the tanker is now at an 

anchorage about 11 miles off the Iranian coast, he said. A US crackdown against a Moscow-backed 

Iranian oil smuggling network offers a window on the sanctions strategy in Washington. The takeaway 

for shipping is that enforcement against subterfuge oil networks is likely to be stepped up as nuclear talks 

collapse The vessel had loaded at Basrah, Iraq, and is carrying an oil cargo for the US. DELTA 

POSEIDON had also loaded at the same Iraqi port. According to Lloyd’s List Intelligence, its destination 

was Agioi Theodoroi near Corinth and the cargo is understood to be for the Motor Oil refinery located 

there. DELTA POSEIDON, which has a crew of 25 on board, is part of the fleet of Greece-based Delta 

Tankers. The company has been approached for comment. Greece’s shipping ministry has been informed 

of the incidents. George Procopiou’s Dynacom has been hired to transfer US-sanctioned Iranian crude 

from the Russian-flagged tanker LANA, detained in April by Greek authorities on the basis of Russian 

sanctions, and transfer the oil to the US Tehran decried the move as “international robbery.” According to 

state news agency Irna, Iran’s foreign ministry summoned the chargé d’affaires of the Greek embassy in 

Tehran to protest the move, calling it “a clear act of piracy”. Iran has also protested to the envoy of 

Switzerland in Tehran, which represents US interests there, over the seizure in Greece of the cargo from 

the aframax LANA (IMO: 9256860), formerly named PEGAS .One industry source told Lloyd’s List: 

“we have to wait and see what the Iranians want but everyone, including security forces in the region, 

think this is a case of tit-for-tat.” Source : Lloydslist 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The DELTA POSEIDON moored in Melbourne in May 2021  

Photo : Dale E.Crisp (c) 
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Regent’s 150 Day Cruise World Cruise Will Be Their Longest Ever  

By Ben Souza 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises, one of the world’s finest luxury cruise lines, has announced their longest 

world cruise ever that will set sail in early 2025 from Miami, Florida.  

Regent’s newly announced world cruise for 2025 will start in Miami on January 7, 2025 before ending in 

San Francisco 150 days later. The cruise will visit 97 ports in 25 countries on five continents and take 

place on SEVEN SEAS MARINER. The 36,295 nautical mile cruise starts at $86,999 per guest for a 

Deluxe Veranda Suite and $249,999 per person in the Master Suite. The cruise includes the following:  

* 395 free shore excursions including three of which are new and exclusively for 2025 World Cruise 

guests  

 * ports of call  

 * Two of which are new ports of call for Regent – the remote Robinson Crusoe Island off the coast of 

Chile and Muroran on the Japanese island of Hokkaido  

* The voyage will also undertake once-in-a-lifetime three-day scenic cruise in Antarctica  

* 48 UNESCO World Heritage Sites  

* 25 countries  

* 12 seas, straits, gulfs, bays & channels cruised  

* 16 overnight stays  

* 5 continents  

* 3 oceans cruised  

Also included in cruise fares are first-class air, door-to-door luggage service, a comprehensive visa 

package, unlimited valet laundry including dry-cleaning and pressing, phone time per suite, onboard 

medical service, a commemorative gift and more. Source : cruisefever 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bulker Runs Down Fishing Boat off the Philippines  
The Philippine Coast Guard is conducting a broad search and rescue operation in the waters of the Sulu 

Sea along one of the main shipping routes after a bulker ran down a fishing vessel. According to the 

Coast Guard, the collision took place Saturday, May 28 in the late afternoon with 13 crewmembers from 

the fishing boat initially rescued and seven others remain missing.  

The 32,600 dwt bulker HAPPY HIRO registered in the Marshall Islands had departed China on May 20 

bound for Australia. She was following one of the main shipping routes passing west of the Philippine 

chain when on Saturday afternoon around 5:40 p.m. local time she collided with FB JOT-18 south of 

Maracanao Island. The 580 foot bulker remained in the area assisting in the rescue and has now been 

detained in the Philippines.  

A passing fishing boat rescued the 13 crew from the vessel and transferred them to the bulker for first aid. 

One of the crew suffered a head injury while the others were reported to be suffering from minor cuts and 

bruises. The Coast Guard later transferred the fishing boat crew to shore. The fishing boat capsized and 

sunk about 160 miles south of Maracanao Island. The Coast Guard ordered the bulker to sail to the port of 

Antique, where she remains. “This is part of our port state control. Once the vessel docks, it will be 

inspected and investigated,” PCG spokesman Commodore Armand Balilo told the local media. He said 

they would be checking for the seaworthiness of the HAPPY HIRO. “We have to look at the 

circumstances surrounding the collision.”Coast Guard cutters continue to search the area. They were 

being assisted by the aviation force from the Coast Guard. Coast Guard reports 13 were saved with 7 still 

missing (PGC) source : MAREX 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shipping Industry Calls for Safe Passage of Ships in Persian Gulf After Iran 

Seizes Tankers 
https://gcaptain.com/shipping-industry-calls-for-safe-passage-of-ships-in-persian-gulf-after-iran-seizes-

tankers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-4b33328d52-

139894965&mc_cid=4b33328d52&mc_eid=4c72dd3685  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/shipping-industry-calls-for-safe-passage-of-ships-in-persian-gulf-after-iran-seizes-tankers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-4b33328d52-139894965&mc_cid=4b33328d52&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/shipping-industry-calls-for-safe-passage-of-ships-in-persian-gulf-after-iran-seizes-tankers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-4b33328d52-139894965&mc_cid=4b33328d52&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/shipping-industry-calls-for-safe-passage-of-ships-in-persian-gulf-after-iran-seizes-tankers/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-4b33328d52-139894965&mc_cid=4b33328d52&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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Cruise lines are cancelling sailings, closing onboard restaurants, and allowing 

fewer guests onboard amid hiring difficulties By : Brittany Chang 

The cruise industry could be in rocky waters 

again: Difficulties with hiring crew members 

has hindered several cruise lines' operations, 

leaving some would-be cruise-goers with 

fewer onboard dining options or canceled trips. 

Like on-land hospitality companies, cruise 

lines haven't been immune to worker 

shortages" amid the Great Resignation. And 

now, a lack of available cruise workers has 

begun affecting itineraries and onboard 

amenities This staffing problem is one of the reasons Holland America has decided to "pace its restart 

over the year," a spokesperson told Insider in a statement. While Royal Caribbean's spokesperson 

acknowledged similar difficulties in hiring up, the cruise line doesn't expect it'll be cancelling any future 

itineraries. Not all cruise companies have been as fortunate as Holland America or Royal 

Caribbean.Guests sailing with Carnival will also be spared from itinerary changes. But this doesn't mean 

it'll be smooth sailing for the cruise line. Carnival will temporarily close two restaurants across all of its 

ships, Fran Golden reported for Bloomberg. “Our rapid restart has required us to bring back thousands of 

crew members in a very short time, which has increased the number of resources needed for government 

officials to process the large number of visa applications and slowed down our ability to fully staff some 

of our functions, including our culinary team," a Carnival spokesperson told Insider in a statement. 

Similarly, Norwegian Cruise Line's Pride of America, which typically operates with over 900 crew 

members, is now accommodating under 550 workers, Claudette Covey reported for Travel Pulse. As a 

result, the cruise line has cut the ship's guest capacity as it sails in Hawaii. And some unluckier guests 

traveling on overbooked ships will have to be rebooked on different itineraries, a spokesperson for 

Norwegian Cruise Line told Insider. Like Norwegian, Cunard has limited the number of guests and 

canceled sailings aboard its Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria ships, blaming the "wider impact of 

COVID-19" on its difficulties with hiring. There may not be an immediate relief in sight, but a Cunard 

spokesperson has told Insider that these "necessary" cancellations and capacity issues will be "short 

term." Source : Yahoo 

Malcolm Good Morning ( from a now cloudy (8 Octr's) Preston. 
This is an important and  life saving request! 
 

In August this year my wife ( management) and I will cross the Atlantic aboard QM2, we will visit our 

family in Connecticut. This crossing will mark the only time 70 years ago when I first crossed the 

Northern Ocean. But also during the voyage it will be our 66 wedding anniversary 
 

On three nights formal attire is requested otherwise you are required to dine in the 'Cunard Mc Donald's. 

Which after 66 years - don't go there! 
 

So my quest is to find a Mess Jacket or a No 10 top. But due to nature and the autumn of the year's every 

thing has gone south. 
 

Any idea's please or is there any 'large members' that I could loan a jacket?  
 

Like our Merchant Navy, all the old naval tailors have passed away and are in Neptune's court. 
 

Please take care,  
 

Regards Roy Clarke,  email:- burnsiderail@yahoo.co.uk  

In the Red Rose County noted for Hot Pot, Black Puddings, Chorley and Eccles Cakes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
P&O Cruises BRITANNIA moored in Zeebrugge 

Photo : Dirk Neyts (c) 

mailto:burnsiderail@yahoo.co.uk
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A SECOND SHIP SNAPS MOORING LINES AT BRISBANE BERTH DAYS AFTER OOCL 

BRISBANE BREAKS AWAY By : Abby Williams    Source : Daily Carrgo news 

THE AUSTRALIAN Transport Safety Bureau is investigating the near-

breakaway of containership CMA CGM BELLINI in Port of Brisbane just 

days after OOCL BRISBANE broke its lines in the same port. On 20 May, 

CMA CGM BELLINI was working cargo alongside a berth at a Fisherman 

Island container terminal at around 0640 when two of its mooring lines 

parted, according to a preliminary statement from the ATSB. The ship’s 

bow drifted off the berth at the time another ship, APL SCOTLAND, 

passed the berthed ship in the adjacent channel. The ship’s crew responded 

by attending to moorings and, with the assistance of a harbour tug, the ship 

was secured safely back alongside the berth by 0800. Four days earlier, on 16 May, a similar incident 

occurred when containership OOCL BRISBANE broke away from its berth at the Fisherman Island 

terminal. It mooring lines had parted at around 1313, shortly after another containership, Delos Wave, 

passed the berth in the adjacent channel.  

“The emergency response by OOCL BRISBANE’s crew included using the ship’s engines and bow 

thruster to manage the situation until harbour tugs arrived at 1320,” the ATSB said. “The tugs remained 

with the ship and its starboard anchor was lowered to prevent the ship drifting further into the channel. 

“At 1420, a harbour pilot boarded the ship and, with additional tugs assisting, conducted it to a nearby 

anchorage where it anchored safely without further incident.” The ATSB said its investigation will cover 

circumstances related to both incidents. The bureau said it would interview relevant persons and obtain 

further evidence including recorded data from each incident. The situation has been classed as a serious 

incident. The ATSB will publish a final report at the conclusion of the investigation.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

US Navy approves beards … if you’re no longer in the Navy By Geoff Ziezulewicz 
The US Navy has approved beards for sailors in uniform! There’s just one catch. The sailors have to be 

retired. The service also has approved several other uniform policy changes designed to make life better 

for women, including making hosiery optional when wearing skirts or slacks. Retired sailors are now 

permitted to have facial hir while wearing Navy uniforms for authorized ceremonial events, the service 

said. “Facial hair must be neatly groomed and be in keeping with a professional appearance,” the Navy 

said in a new naval administrative message. The update comes months after the Navy adjusted its beard 

policy for active sailors affected by razor bumps, officially known as pseudo folliculitis barbae, or PFB, 

so that those sailors could not be booted if treatments didn’t work, among other policy adjustments. But 

these sailors must still obtain temporary waivers every three months. Those who have curly facial hair are 

more likely to develop the condition when shaving, and the condition is found in up to 60 percent of 

Black men, according to the American Osteopathic College of Dermatology. The main obstacle to beards 

in the sea service is the Navy’s claim that facial hair would obstruct the formation of an air-tight seal 

when sailors must wear face masks, although Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro instructed the 

service to launch a study in March to examine the issue.  

Changes for women 

The Navy also signed off on several new reforms for women’s uniforms, making hosiery optional for 

women wearing skirts and slacks. “When hosiery is not worn, shoe liners or no-show socks are required 

to be worn for hygienic purposes and to avoid abrasions or blisters caused by direct contact and rubbing 

between the foot and shoe,” the NAVADMIN said. Female officer and chief petty officer “summer white 

uniform belted slacks are re-designated as a basic component of both summer white and service dress 

white uniforms.” “This policy change facilitates use of the same slacks for either uniform,” the 

NAVADMIN said. The Navy also re-designated the beltless dress white slacks worn with the female 

officer and chief petty officer service dress white uniform as optional for wear and purchase, rather than 

mandatory. The changes took effect May 27.Although sailors will have to wait a bit longer, the service 

also said that a Navy Working Uniform Type III maternity top is in the works. It features shoulder 

patches consistent with the standard NWU Type III top. Source : Navy Times. Source : Navy Times 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The CMA CGM BELLINI 

Photo : Piet Sinke 
www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 
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UK Cancels P&O Ferries Contract Over Job Cuts Reuters May 31, 2022 

 

LONDON, May 31 (Reuters) – Britain says it has cancelled a contract with P&O Ferries “with immediate 

effect” in its latest action against the DP World-owned company following its decision to axe hundreds of 

staff earlier this year.  

The Home Office (interior ministry) said it was ending its agreement with the firm to provide contingency 

travel services to “juxtaposed ports” where British staff operate border controls in Belgium and France to 

check passengers and freight destined for Britain. 

It comes after P&O Ferries, whose ships sail across the English Channel, North Sea and Irish Sea, laid 

off nearly 800 workers in March and then went on to hire cheaper agency staff, sparking criticism from 

trade unions and politicians alike.  

“We stand against firms who exploit loopholes and undermine workers’ rights,” interior minister Priti 

Patel said on Twitter announcing the cancellation late on Monday. 

Transport minister Grant Shapps has since set out plans to introduce legislation to ensure ferry operators 

using British ports pay the national minimum wage, while a criminal investigation into P&O Ferries’ 

move has been launched. 

Earlier in the week, the boss of the ferry operator’s Dubai-based owner DP World, Sultan Ahmed bin 

Sulayem, told the Financial Times that it was too late to reverse the job cuts, adding that the government 

“can’t do anything now” as the decision was in the past. 

P&O Ferries, which has a fleet of more than 20 ships and operates over 30,000 sailings a year, did not 

immediately respond to a Reuters request for a comment on the contract termination.  

(Reporting by Muvija M and Farouq Suleiman; editing by Michael Holden) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Britain Approves Plans for Shell’s New North Sea Gas Field 

Reuters June 1, 2022   By Ron Bousso and Kylie MacLellan 

LONDON, June 1 (Reuters) – Britain’s regulator on Wednesday approved Shell’s revised plan to develop 

a North Sea natural gas field as the government seeks to boost domestic energy output following Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine. 

In a statement, Shell welcomed the decision and said it plans to move ahead with the development of the 

Jackdaw gas field which has the potential to produce 6.5% of Britain’s gas output. 

British business minister Kwasi Kwarteng said the Jackdaw gas field had received final regulatory 

approval after it was initially rejected on environmental grounds last October. 

“Let’s source more of the gas we need from British waters to protect energy security,” Kwarteng said on 

Twitter. 

Reuters last week reported that Britain’s Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and 

Decommissioning (OPRED) was poised to approve the field’s new environmental development plans, a 

major milestone for a new development. 

Under the new plan, Shell plans to start production from the field in the second half of 2025. 

Environmental group Greenpeace said it believed the permit approval “could be unlawful, and will 

consider taking legal action.” 

The approval comes as Britain struggles with soaring energy prices in the wake of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine on Feb. 24, with the government urging domestic producers to boost investment to ramp up 

domestic oil and gas production. 

 

Shell’s new plan changed the way it processes gas at the Shearwater hub, to which the Jackdaw field will 

be connected. Rather than removing all naturally occurring CO2 from the gas offshore, some of it will be 

exported to the onshore St Fergus terminal where it will be further treated. 

(Reporting by Kylie MacLellan, Ron Bousso and Shadia Nasralla; editing by Michael Holden, Kirsten 

Donovan and Marguerita Choy) 

(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2022. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
https://gcaptain.com/tag/po-ferries/
https://gcaptain.com/po-ferries-sacks-800-crew-in-major-fleet-shake-up/
https://twitter.com/ukhomeoffice/status/1531325105413947392?t=Ge72lzEsZuJgwZXAvgExbw&s=08
https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
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Cruise ship Mardi Gras rescues 16 people stranded at sea, Carnival Cruise Line 

says Forrest Brown, CNN  

While cruising in open waters not too far from Cuba Friday morning, crew members of the cruise ship 

Mardi Gras spotted what had to be a chilling sight: a small vessel in rough seas stirred up by a tropical 

weather system.  

The crew saw the distressed vessel just before 8 a.m., Carnival Cruise Line said in a news blog. The 

Mardi Gras stopped its leisure trip to assist, taking on 16 stranded people.  

The distressed vessel was about 60 nautical miles west/northwest from Key West, Florida, according to 

Matt Lupoli, senior manager for public relations for Carnival. All the occupants were adults; 11 men and 

five women, Lupoli told CNN Travel. Those with identification were of Cuban nationality, he said. All 16 

were seen by medical staff onboard the Mardi Gras, and they were given food and clothes. A rendezvous 

with the US Coast Guard was coordinated this afternoon at sea, Lupoli said. All 16 occupants were safely 

transferred onto a Coast Guard cutter at about 2:45 p.m. Friday. The Carnival ship was on a seven-day 

cruise in the Caribbean. The ship is returning Saturday to Port Canaveral, Florida, as scheduled after a 

day at sea, Lupoli said. It made several Western Caribbean stops on its journey, including Cozumel and 

Costa Maya, Mexico, and Roatan Island, Honduras. The Mardi Gras launched in July 2021. Normal 

occupancy is 5,282, and total officers and crew number 1,745, according to Lupoli. It's not unusual for 

cruise ships to assist in maritime rescues. In 2020, the Carnival ship Elation rescued 24 people from a 

sinking boat off the coast of Florida when it had a very small crew and no passengers during the earlier 

months of the pandemic. Lupoli said crew members are always scanning the waters and as the captain of 

the Mardi Gras pointed out to guests onboard, it's a maritime custom to help anyone in distress at sea. The 

distressed vessel was in a precarious position Friday morning in regard to location and weather. A broad 

swath of showers and thunderstorms over the Yucatán Peninsula in Mexico could turn into Tropical 

Storm Alex or a tropical depression, the National Hurricane Center said on Friday. The system is 

expected to hit Florida on Saturday. Tropical storm warnings were in effect Friday for more than 10 

million people in the southern half of Florida, Cuba and the Bahamas. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tugboat crews rescue man drifting on makeshift raft toward Bonneville Dam 

by: Sam Campbell  
A man drifting down the Columbia River in a makeshift raft was rescued by tugboat crews just minutes 

before he would have been swept into the Bonneville Dam, the boat’s captain said. The Skamania County 

Sheriff’s Office identified the man as 43-year-old Randell Betha, who was hitchhiking from Spokane, 

Washington, to Newport, Oregon. After Betha was tired from hitchhiking, he made a raft out of wood and 

rope and began traveling the Columbia River near Hood River Bridge. Police told KOIN 6 News that 

Betha called 911 reporting he was stuck in the middle of the channel and could not make it to shore. 

Betha told 911 dispatch he did not have a life vest and did not know how to swim.  

Skamania County Sheriff’s Office conducted a 5-hour search by boat when they were told by Foss 

Maritime Tug that they found Betha near the Columbia River Dam. Captain Eric Braden of the tugboat 

P.J. BRIX told KOIN 6 News his boat and another were towing windmill blades to Idaho when he spotted 

something in the river.  

He said he raised a pair of binoculars to his face and realized it was a man floating just below the Bridge 

of the Gods. According to Braden, the strong current would have thrown the man into the dam within 10 

minutes, potentially killing him. The tugboat captain said the man told them he had been on the raft for 24 

hours. After the crews pulled him on board the other tugboat, The Betsy L, deputies from the Skamania 

County Sheriff’s Office pulled up and took custody of the man, Braden said. Authorities told the crews 

they were searching for the man since 2 a.m., Braden said. After rescuing Betha, police discovered he had 

misdemeanor warrants from another agency and took him to Stevenson, Washington.  

Source : KOIN 6 News 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Question - Why are Irish jokes so simple? ………… Answer - So the English can understand them! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fleet Safety to Modernise Maritime Distress Communication  
As the successor to Inmarsat’s industry-leading maritime safety service, Inmarsat C, Fleet Safety will 

facilitate a more proactive approach to distress communication based on unparalleled performance, 

advanced functionality, and an intuitive user interface. Marine safety is part of Inmarsat’s DNA. The 

company was founded in 1979 by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to establish a satellite 

communications network for protecting the lives of seafarers. With the launch of Inmarsat C in 1991, it 

became the first satellite operator to meet the stringent requirements of the IMO’s Global Maritime 

Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) – a set of marine safety procedures that Inmarsat helped to define – 

for ship security alert systems (SSASs).  

To this day, Inmarsat C forms the backbone of the GMDSS. With over 100,000 terminals at sea, it has 

been safeguarding the lives of mariners for over 30 years. However, like safety, innovation is central to 

Inmarsat’s identity, and the company has also spearheaded steps to bring distress communication services 

into the digital era of shipping. Marking a turning point for the way satellite communications ensure the 

preservation of life at sea, Inmarsat’s forthcoming maritime safety service, Fleet Safety, will offer 

unmatched speed and reliability, advanced functionality, and an intuitive user interface. Since there can 

be no shortcuts in developing a solution dedicated to the protection of seafarers, Fleet Safety has been 

several years in the making. Planning began in 2015, and the IMO granted GMDSS approval in 2018. 

With its launch now imminent, Fleet Safety has passed initial sea trials and is in the process of securing 

wheelmark certification. The solution will be delivered via a combination of a Maritime Safety Terminal 

and existing FleetBroadband or Fleet One data services, with the supporting satellite connectivity 

providing high speeds, global coverage, and 99.9% global network availability.  

In addition, Fleet Safety’s new user interface will optimise usability, making it easier for seafarers to 

navigate the system, access critical functionality, and communicate with maritime rescue coordination 

centres (MRCCs) in an emergency. A network of over 50 global MRCCs will be available to contact, by 

voice or instant messaging, at the touch of a button. Alongside the updated design and improved 

accessibility, two value-added features will set Fleet Safety apart from existing SSASs: an innovative 

Maritime Safety Information (MSI) interface and a Distress Chat function. Fleet Safety’s MSI feature will 

allow users to clarify and control the stream of MSI broadcasts, which include meteorological, 

navigational, and search-and-rescue warnings, based on a standardised Inmarsat interface. By defining a 

specific meteorological or navigational area, users can reduce the volume of incoming broadcasts to 

ensure they only receive messages that are relevant to their operations. Moreover, broadcasts can be 

accessed on demand and downloaded even if the terminal is offline.  
The Distress Chat capability will enable the creation of chat rooms between ships in distress, assisting vessels, 

and MRCCs. Users can have several chat rooms open at once to support real-time search-and-rescue planning, 

coordination, and execution with multiple parties. Confirmation messages, which can take up to four minutes 

to arrive through a traditional SSAS, are delivered instantly, and rescue authorities can track the stricken 

vessel’s location in real time. Given the range of innovative functionality and features available to Fleet Safety 

users, Inmarsat has invested considerable time and resources in training seafarers to extract the solution’s full 

potential. More than simply teaching them how the system works, this means educating vessel crew in the 

importance of a proactive approach to maritime distress communications. In a precarious situation, notifying 

rescue authorities early can prove pivotal in saving the ship and, more importantly, the lives of the crew on 

board. Seafarers will generally do their utmost to rectify an issue before requesting assistance, but Inmarsat is 

encouraging and – through Fleet Safety – facilitating a culture where vessel personnel report situations they are 

struggling to manage rather than those already beyond their control. In the years ahead, the Internet of Things 

and onboard sensors will elevate proactive maritime safety communications to new levels, allowing any 

anomalies in vessel machinery or systems to be reported automatically to MRCCs. The technology to support 

this exists today, and the processes involved can be implemented using relatively simple logic. Through 

digitalisation, the shipping industry has the opportunity to simplify and optimise how incidents at sea are 

communicated and managed. Inmarsat’s Fleet Safety offers the tools for seizing that opportunity and, in doing 

so, provides a safer working environment for the 1.6 million seafarers who help keep the wheels of global 

trade in motion. Source: By Peter Broadhurst, Senior Vice President of Safety and Cyber Security, Inmarsat 

Maritime 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Shipbuilding Returns to Historic Harland & Wolff Shipyard in Belfast  

By : Mike Schuler  
Harland & Wolff’s historic Belfast shipyard, perhaps best known for building the Titanic, has won its first 

new order since the company’s insolvency in 2019 The order calls for the fabrication of 11 barges for 

UK-based waste management and recycling company Cory for operation on the River Thames around 

London. The initial contract is worth approximately £8.5 million.  

Fabrication will take place at Harland & Wolff’s famous Belfast site in Northern Ireland, where steel 

cutting is expected to take place in eight weeks. The shipbuilding program will allow four barges to be 

built in tandem with all 11 barges to be delivered by mid-2023.  

The contract is the first new order for Harland and Wolff since it filed for insolvency in 2019 after its 

former Norwegian owner, Dolphin Drilling, filed for bankruptcy earlier that same year. The shipyard was 

subsequently acquired by UK-based InfraStrata, which later changed its name to Harland & Wolff Group 

Holdings as it worked to reactivate all four of its facilities across the UK. “With this material contract, we 

shall be opening up our vast undercover fabrication halls in Belfast and making optimal use of our new 

robotic welding panel line,” said Harland & Wolff Group CEO John Wood. “This contract gives us the 

opportunity to optimise our production flows in readiness for other fabrication programmes in our 

pipeline and it demonstrates the variety of fabrication work that our facilities are ideally placed to execute 

upon. The Belfast shipyard has roots dating back to 1861 and employed more than 30,000 people during 

its peak in WWII. “I am delighted to have secured this contract with our new client, Cory Group, and 

look forward to working very closely with them to deliver on their new barge investment programme 

going forward,” Wood added. Source: gCaptain 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Oil Tankers Make Rare Mid-Atlantic Switch of Russian Crude Oil 

Bloomberg June 6, 2022 

By Julian Lee (Bloomberg) Shippers of Russian crude are turning to unusual methods to move cargoes 

displaced from Europe over much longer distances to new customers. The most recent example is a ship-

to-ship transfer in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Aframax tanker Zhen I discharged its cargo into the (Panama flagged) supertanker Lauren II in 

waters 300 miles west of the island of Madeira, according to ship-tracking data monitored by Bloomberg. 

The transfer took place May 26 to 27. 

Moving cargoes onto larger vessels is not unusual, but what is far less common is the location where it 

happened. Most transfers take place in sheltered waters, where the risks of oil spills are greatly reduced. 

Russian cargoes have been transferred to bigger ships off Skaw in Denmark, in the western 

Mediterranean off the Spanish North African town of Ceuta, and even in the North Sea off Rotterdam. 

This is the first transfer seen on the high seas. 

The Zhen I has now returned to the Baltic Sea, where it’s due to load its next cargo from Primorsk, 

Russia, in mid-June, according to a loading program seen by Bloomberg. The Lauren II is drifting in the 

mid-Atlantic, possibly awaiting the transfer of another cargo. A ship as large as the Lauren II can hold as 

many as three cargoes of the size typically carried by a vessel like the Zhen I. That makes them a much 

more economic option for carrying crude over very long distances. 

Self-sanctioning of Russian crude by some European refiners is already forcing greater volumes to be 

moved much longer distances to buyers, particularly in India. As European Union sanctions begin to bite 

deeper into flows to Europe, we can expect to see more Russian crude being shipped further, with the 

country seeking new markets for its oil. Mid-ocean cargo transfers may become more common, if buyers 

and sellers start to try masking the destinations of Russia’s oil exports. 

By Julian Lee With assistance from Sherry Su. © 2022 Bloomberg L.P. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Finnegan: My wife has a terrible habit of staying up 'til two o'clock in the morning . I can't break 

her of it. 

Keenan: What on earth is she doin' at that time? 

Finnegan: Waitin' for me to come home !! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/author/bloomberg/
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:687873/mmsi:355070000/imo:9258521/vessel:LAUREN_II
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202225 Rescue boat davit winch unable to stop hoisting 
26 MAY 2022MARS 2022 

As edited from USCG Safety Alert 03-22 

A rescue boat was being recovered after normal deployment and maintenance. At one point the davit 

operator tried to stop the raising operation but the hoist button, emergency stop and limit switch circuits 

all failed to stop the winch from hoisting. Thankfully, personnel were able to disconnect the electrical 

power via the 480V main breaker before the boat contacted the davit, avoiding serious damages and 

injury to personnel. 

Metallurgical analysis carried out after the event found that the failure occurred when the winch control 

contactors fused together due to the duty rating being exceeded. Additionally, it appears that the 

contactors were not rated for intermittent cycling (repeated start/stop sequences) of the winch. After 

inspection on other installations, several contactors showed evidence of overheating and indications of 

welded and scorched contacts were found.  

Intermittent cycling is a common practice during recovery of a lifeboat or rescue boat into the stowed 

position. For example, a winch may be cycled after the boat has cleared the water to verify release gear 

condition. Or again, it may be cycled as the boat approaches the davit guides/stops to reduce momentum. 

While intermittent cycling is commonly employed for a safe recovery process, it may in fact cause power 

to exceed design and duty ratings of the electrical components. 

 
Lessons learned 

• Verify the condition of winch motor contactors and replace any contactors that show signs of 

excessive wear, overheating, or welding. 

• Check the duty cycle ratings of lifeboat and rescue boat davit electrical components and compare 

those ratings to recommended and commonly-practised boat recovery procedures/processes. 

• Confirm the design of the davit safety devices (ie, E-stop and limit switches) to see if they will 

secure electrical power to the motor in the event of welded contacts. 

• Implement training for all personnel that operate the davits to ensure awareness related to 

electrical duty cycles and the actions needed to isolate power in the event of a welded winch 

motor contactor. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.nautinst.org/resource-library.html?informationTypes=mars-2022
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Arctia’s icebreaking season 2021–2022 ended on 30 May, as icebreaker Otso 

returned to icebreaker base in Helsinki This season, Arctia’s icebreakers assisted a total of 

2147 ship voyages Arctia says the icebreaking season 2021–2022 ended on the 30th of May, as icebreaker 

OTSO returned to the icebreaker base in Helsinki.  

The icebreaking season was exceptionally long, the first icebreaker began the season on 4th of December. 

Almost every icebreaker was active, and merchant vessels’ safe arrival at harbours was ensured without 

difficulty. The ice winter was mild measured in ice extent, but harsh conditions were also experienced, 

especially in the Bay of Bothnia. In the Bay of Bothnia, the level ice areas was generally rather thick 

reaching up to over 90 cm off the port of Kemi. Icebreaker assistance was also provided in the Gulf of 

Finland. This season, Arctia’s icebreakers operated for a total of 786 operating days. There were a total of 

2147 assisted ship voyages, 218 of which included towing. The total number of miles navigated over the 

course of the icebreaking season was 80429. Source : portNews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pipelayer Crewmember Medevaced in the Gulf of Mexico 
An ailing crewmember was medevaced from a U.K.-

registered pipe laying vessel 167 miles offshore Marsh 

Island, La., in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico. The U.S. Coast 

Guard said its Sector New Orleans watchstanders received a 

call around 3 p.m. on Monday from the SEVEN ARCTIC of 

reporting a crewmember was suffering from appendicitis-

like symptoms. Coast Guard District Eight watchstanders 

coordinated the launch of a Coast Guard Aviation Training 

Center HC-144 Ocean Sentry aircrew and a Coast Guard Air 

Station New Orleans MH-65 Dolphin aircrew to assist. The 

Ocean Sentry aircrew provided a cover flight and relayed information between the Dolphin aircrew and 

D8 watchstanders.   

The Dolphin aircrew arrived on scene, landed on the vessel, and transferred the crewmember to 

University Medical Center in New Orleans. The crewmember was last reported to be in stable condition, 

the Coast Guard said. 

 

Indonesian Navy Officers Request $375,000 to Release Tanker They Claim 

Anchored Illegally -Sources 
https://gcaptain.com/indonesian-navy-officers-request-375000-to-release-tanker-they-claim-anchored-

illegally-sources/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-148db90e93-

139894965&mc_cid=148db90e93&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

UK P&I Club Live Webinar: Introduction to U.S. Offshore Wind Operations 

and Risks 
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-p-i-club-live-webinar-introduction-to-u-s-

offshore-wind-operations-and-risks/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

UK P&I Club Circular 06/22: Electronic Paperless Trading Update 
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/circulars/2022/circular-06-22-electronic-paperless-trading-

update/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

UK Club Live Webinar (Series 25): Managing a Casualty - Pollution 

Response 
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-club-live-webinar-series-25-managing-a-

casualty-pollution-response/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The SEVEN ARCTIC photo : Willem 

Holtkamp © 

https://gcaptain.com/indonesian-navy-officers-request-375000-to-release-tanker-they-claim-anchored-illegally-sources/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-148db90e93-139894965&mc_cid=148db90e93&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/indonesian-navy-officers-request-375000-to-release-tanker-they-claim-anchored-illegally-sources/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-148db90e93-139894965&mc_cid=148db90e93&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/indonesian-navy-officers-request-375000-to-release-tanker-they-claim-anchored-illegally-sources/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-148db90e93-139894965&mc_cid=148db90e93&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-p-i-club-live-webinar-introduction-to-u-s-offshore-wind-operations-and-risks/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-p-i-club-live-webinar-introduction-to-u-s-offshore-wind-operations-and-risks/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/circulars/2022/circular-06-22-electronic-paperless-trading-update/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/circulars/2022/circular-06-22-electronic-paperless-trading-update/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-club-live-webinar-series-25-managing-a-casualty-pollution-response/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos/uk-club-live-webinar-series-25-managing-a-casualty-pollution-response/?dm_i=33T,7W81S,LGE99N,W8VNS,1
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Container ship forced to alter course to avoid hitting yacht Author : Sandra 

Conchie, NZ Herald  
An investigation has been launched by Tauranga 

Harbourmaster after a container ship entering 

Tauranga Harbour was forced to alter its course to 

avoid hitting a small yacht. Eyewitness Chris 

Cousins from Te Awamutu said on Sunday about 

1.35pm he and his family were walking down the 

4WD track on the Matakana Island side of 

Mauao.He said as they walked along they suddenly 

heard a ship loudly sounding its horn in an 

intermittent "blast" went on for about one to two minutes. "It was not something I ever heard before and 

as we rounded the corner I could see a little white yacht sailing along in the channel at the same time as 

the container ship was entering the harbour. "Then I saw the ship suddenly take a hard right turn heading 

towards Matakana Island to avoid hitting the little yacht. The ship seemed to veer off its course at a funny 

angle.  

"I thought to myself, 'oh crikey someone's in all sorts of trouble' but I couldn't see anybody on the deck of 

the white yacht. After the "close-call" the yacht carried on sailing away and after the ship went around the 

yacht it carried on its journey, he said. "It's extremely lucky, hugely lucky in fact, that the ship was able to 

change direction in time... I estimate the closest point between the two vessels got before the ship veered 

off its course was less than 100 metres." Cousins said after the "near-miss" he saw two other boats come 

into view - a black boat sailing some distance behind the yacht and a fluorescent yellow boat that came 

alongside the black boat for about 30 seconds to a minute. "I'm quite surprised neither boat followed the 

little yacht and tried to stop it from leaving. "I'm sure I was not the only one on Mauao who saw this near-

miss and health and safety officials need to get involved and decide what to do next to prevent a similar 

incident."Tauranga Coastguard's unit manager Dane Robinson said none of the Coastguard's boats 

responded to the alleged incident and he was unaware of the matter until approached. However, he said it 

was normal practice for Coastguard radio operators to send out a warning alert to other boaties 15 minutes 

before ship arrivals via VHF channel zero-one. A Port of Tauranga spokesperson said the authority was 

aware of the alleged incident and the Harbourmaster was investigating. The Harbourmaster has been 

approached for comment.                      Source : newstalkzb 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

EXCLUSIVE: American Ship Captain, Accused of Anchoring Illegally, 

Detained by Indonesian Navy for 24 Days 
https://gcaptain.com/american-captain-detained-by-indonesian-

navy/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-e3f52cc19f-

139894965&mc_cid=e3f52cc19f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

Comments from Master Mariners on a postcard please. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call for ban on trawling, offshore turbines and fish farms in Scotland’s fragile 

sea areas to boost wildlife and tackle climate change By Ilona Amos  

Trawling, dredging, fish farms, mining and offshore turbines should not be allowed in the most sensitive 

areas of Scotland’s seas to protect fragile habitats and boost struggling sealife, according to a coalition of 

leading environmental charities. Scottish ministers have committed to protecting 30 per cent of the 

country’s waters for ecosystem recovery by 2030. But a briefing document prepared by Scottish 

Environment Link concludes that the network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) does not effectively 

safeguard the species and habitats it is designed to conserve. Ambitious action is urgently needed to allow 

the recovery of the marine environment so it can help tackle the interlinked climate and nature crises, the 

group has said. …………………………..      Source : The Scotsman 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A container ship entering the Tauranga Harbour 

had to alter its course to avoid hitting a small yacht 

on June 5.  Photo : Supplied / Chris Cousins 

https://gcaptain.com/american-captain-detained-by-indonesian-navy/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-e3f52cc19f-139894965&mc_cid=e3f52cc19f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/american-captain-detained-by-indonesian-navy/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-e3f52cc19f-139894965&mc_cid=e3f52cc19f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/american-captain-detained-by-indonesian-navy/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-e3f52cc19f-139894965&mc_cid=e3f52cc19f&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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Merchant Navy Day Commemorative Service – v -  Half Marathon,  

Sunday, 4 September 2022 
On the 4 September, there will be a large half marathon starting off near the Highway, Wapping at 09.00 

hours, heading for Canary Wharf then back to Tower Bridge and ending at Greenwich. 

  

This will involve road closures in East and South East London including Tower Bridge – see the map at 

the bottom of the page on the link below: 

  

https://13milers.com/races/the-big-half-london 

  

For our Service, it is advised that, by road, you approach Trinity Square Gardens from the North or West.  

Traffic is liable to be busier in these areas due to the above road closures. 

  

The City of London Highways have just advised that London Bridge station is due to be closed for part of 

the day – check before you travel on the National Rail website nearer to the time. 

  

Regards, 

  

Tim Brant 

Events & Welfare Officer 

Merchant Navy Association 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wreck of HMS Gloucester, lost in 1682, Identified Off Norfolk, UK Coast 
by Rick Spilman Jun 10, 2022 

 

The wreck of HMS 

Gloucester, a 50-gun, third-

rate, Royal Navy warship, 

which sank in 1682 while 

carrying the future king James 

Stuart, has been identified off 

the coast of Norfolk. 

According to Prof Claire 

Jowitt, a specialist in maritime 

history at the University of 

East Anglia, the discovery of 

the wreckage could be the 

“single most significant 

historic maritime discovery since the raising of the Mary Rose in 1982”. 

 

The Gloucester‘s whereabouts remained a mystery until it was discovered 15 years ago half-buried in the 

seabed 28 miles (45km) out to sea, having sunk while navigating treacherous sandbanks. 

 

The wreck was discovered in 1997 by two brothers, Julian and Lincoln Barnwell, with their late father 

and two friends, following a four-year search that covered an area of more than 5,000 nautical miles.  

 

The wreckage was definitively identified as the Gloucester by the Receiver of Wreck and Ministry of 

Defence following the recovery of the ship’s bell in 2012.  Since then the “at-risk” site – in international 

waters – has had to be protected, which is why the discovery is only now being made public and its exact 

location remains undisclosed. 

 

 

https://13milers.com/races/the-big-half-london
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The Guardian reports that HMS Gloucester was originally built in 1652 for the English navy, and 

participated in battles during the Anglo-Spanish war of 1654 to 1660 and the second and third Anglo-

Dutch war. 

 

In 1682, the ship was wrecked after it collided with a sandbar off Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, causing the 

deaths of 250 people. At the time, the ship was carrying James Stuart, who survived the wreckage and 

went on to become King James II of England and Ireland and King James VII of Scotland. He had argued 

with the pilot about navigating the dangerous area and delayed abandoning ship until the last minute, 

needlessly costing the lives of many who, because of protocol, could not abandon the ship before royalty. 

 

He accepted no responsibility for the sinking, instead blaming the pilot, James Ayres, and wishing him to 

be hanged immediately, though Ayres was in fact court-martialled and imprisoned. 

 

Prof Jowitt said the discovery of the HMS Gloucester wreckage would “fundamentally change the 

understanding of 17th-century social, maritime and political history”. 

 

She added: “It is an outstanding example of underwater cultural heritage of national and international 

importance. 

 

“A tragedy of considerable proportions in terms of loss of life, both privileged and ordinary, the full story 

of the Gloucester’s last voyage and the impact of its aftermath needs retelling, including its cultural and 

political importance, and legacy. 

 

“We will also try to establish who 

else died and tell their stories, as the 

identities of a fraction of the victims 

are currently known.” 

 

An exhibition is planned for spring 

2023 at Norwich Castle Museum 

and Art Gallery to display finds 

from the wreck and share ongoing 

historical, scientific and 

archaeological research. 

 

Link to video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_F5aSrvPmY  

 

Thanks to Alaric Bond and David Rye for contributing to this post. 

The post first on Old Salt Blog. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Noble Maritime Museum presents ‘Andrea Doria: Rescue at Sea’, a new 

exhibition about the greatest peacetime rescue in history By Dr. Gracelyn 

Santos  
The Noble Maritime Collection presents Andrea Doria: Rescue at Sea, an exhibition about the 1956 

sinking of the SS ANDREA DORIA and the rescue of her passengers. The exhibition was curated by 

Megan Beck, Ciro Galeno, Jr. and Michael McWeeney. The exhibition will be on view from June 16, 

2022 through June 2023. There will be an opening reception on Thursday, June 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

source :Silive 

at historic Sailors' Snug Harbor 1000 Richmond Terrace, Building D, Staten Island, NY 10301 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_F5aSrvPmY
https://noblemaritime.org/location
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Fishing Industry Voices Highlight Impacts of BrexitIn  

Their Own Words: Fishing Industry Voices Highlight Impacts of 

Brexit in New Report from the APPG on Fisheries 

• Trade, access, quotas, markets, and management of fisheries 

resources all highlighted for political attention by the fishing 

industry post-Brexit. 

• Financial losses and long-term viability are significant 

concerns for many UK fishermen and other members of the industry. 

The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 

on Fisheries has released a report 

showcasing voices from across the UK 

fishing industry speaking on the impact of 

Brexit on their livelihoods – and the actions 

these people believe government should 

take to support the UK’s fishing industry.  

It was frequently predicted that the UK fishing 

industry would benefit from Brexit, both in the run-up to the 2016 referendum and the 

UK’s official departure from the EU. However, industry members have said that the reality 

has proved to be very different. Their words form the basis of the new report, “   

Read the Report at Brexit: Voices of the UK Fishing Industry”. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

International Convention on Work in Fishing (C188).  
MNWB and The Fishermen’s Mission have produced an easy-to-use guide that provides a summary of 

the key elements of the UK legislation on the International Convention on Work in Fishing (C188).  The 

guide has been produced in consultation with the MCA, Nautilus International and the Fishing Industry 

Safety Group (FISG). 

  

For more information, please see the following press release https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/new-

guide-launched-to-help-revive-fishing-sector 

 

You can download the guide at  Working-in-Fishing-Convention.pdf (toolkitfiles.co.uk) 

 

Please contact me if you would like to receive hard copies. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Celia 

  

Celia Jackson 

Executive Assistant & Office Manager 

  

Merchant Navy Welfare Board  

8 Cumberland Place, Southampton, SO15 2BH 

(: +44(0) 2380 337799 celia@mnwb.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

All Holland America Cruise Ships Back in Service From June 12 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://theseafarerscharity.cmail19.com/t/i-l-qlhkyo-tlhhkjhrjy-j/
https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/new-guide-launched-to-help-revive-fishing-sector
https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/new-guide-launched-to-help-revive-fishing-sector
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Working-in-Fishing-Convention.pdf
mailto:celia@mnwb.org.uk
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The forgotten hero of the Falklands 
 

On the afternoon of June 8 1982, Chiu Yiu Nam was serving as a seaman in the Royal Fleet Auxiliary Sir 

Galahad, one of five Landing Ships Logistics (LSL) which ferried troops and stores around the islands, 

and were manned by British Merchant Navy officers and Hong Kong Chinese crewmen. Chiu, as one of 

the helicopter flight deck party, was also trained in fire-fighting. 
 

In an attempt to outflank Argentine positions, Sir 

Galahad and her sister ship Sir Tristram had been sent 

to Port Pleasant, on the south coast of East Falkland, 

and elements of the Welsh Guards were waiting to 

disembark when the ships were attacked by five 

Skyhawk jets of the Argentine air force. 
 

Three aircraft dropped bombs on Sir Galahad, one of 

which penetrated an open hatch, its explosion 

generating a fireball which swept through the tank 

deck, where many troops were and where ammunition 

and petrol were stowed. A second bomb exploded near 

the galley area, killing Chiu’s friend, the ship’s 

butcher, Sung Yuk Fai, and injuring many others. 
 

As the stores on the tank deck began to ignite and 

explode, causing intense local fires, the master of Sir Galahad, Captain Philip Roberts, was reluctantly 

considering whether to give the order to abandon ship. Chiu, meanwhile, realised that there were soldiers 

trapped inside. Wearing a protective asbestos suit, he fought his way through the smoke and flames into 

the bowels of the ship, where he was confronted by scenes of confusion and devastation. After leading out 

one man, he went back for another. He continued to return, bringing men to safety until he realised that 

there was no one left alive. Only then did he obey the order to abandon ship. In all, 48 seamen and 

soldiers were killed and many more badly burned. Of those who survived, at least 10 owed their survival 

to Chiu. 
 

Chiu was remarkably modest about what he had done: on the journey home in the tanker British Test, 

Capt Roberts quizzed his crew about their role during the bombing of Sir Galahad without discovering 

Chiu’s heroism. It was only later that the Commanding Officer 1st Battalion Welsh Guards, Lt-Col 

Johnny Rickett (who had disembarked the night before the air attack), interviewed his guardsmen and 

heard about an unknown rescuer whose identity had been hidden behind a protective hood. Further 

inquiries revealed that this had been Chiu. 
 

He remained reluctant to be recognised officially for his bravery. In 1983, however, he agreed to fly from 

Hong Kong to London, where the Queen invested him with the George Medal . 
 

Chiu Yiu Nam was born in 1949 in Guangdong province, mainland China, and little is known of his 

background. He represented one of the last generations of locally-recruited sailors (others were from 

places such as Goa and Malta) who had helped man the Royal Navy’s ships for hundreds of years. 
 

He retired from the RFA in 1989 for health reasons, and lived quietly with his mother and younger 

brother in Hong Kong. He declined an invitation to fly to London for the 25th anniversary of the 

Falklands conflict, but was flattered to receive a handwritten letter from Margaret Thatcher at a reception 

organised by the local branch of the Royal British Legion. He also met the Duke of York, who visited 

Hong Kong in 2010, and a year later metthe Earl of Wessex, speaking to both princes through an 

interpreter. 
 

Locally-entered seamen like Chiu did not receive pensions, and when he died in 2012 he was dependent 

on monthly financial assistance from the Hong Kong government. His cremation on February 24 was paid 

for by the Hong Kong and China branch of the Royal British Legi 
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Dressed to Kill: A History of Naval Uniform (45minuite Podcast) 
https://snr.org.uk/the-mariners-mirror-podcast/dressed-to-kill-a-history-of-naval-uniform/ 

Source :- Mariners Mirror 

 

 

Greek bulk carrier collided with tug and barge in Singapore Strait  

By : Mikhail Voytenko  

Bulk carrier HONWIN collided with tug BINA MARINE 

59, towing barge, at around 0030 WIB (UTC +7) Jun 11, in 

Singapore Strait north of Batam, Indonesia. Probably, barge 

was struck by bulk carrier, not tug. Barge loaded with some 

4,500 tons of granite was damaged, understood she was 

towed to shallows to avoid sinking. Bulk carrier didn’t 

interrupt her voyage from Singapore to Bahodopi, South 

East Sulawesi, and sailed away, understood she was allowed to continue sailing. Bulk carrier HONWIN, 

IMO 9558892, dwt 57334, built 2009, flag Liberia, manager COSTAMARE SHIPPING SERVICES, 

ISM manager V Ships Greece. Tug BINA MARINE 59, IMO 9571844, GT 149, built 2009, flag 

Singapore, manager MARCO POLO SHIPPING CO PTE LTD. Source : Maritime Bulletin 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Belgium welcomes world’s first hydrogen powered tugboat By : Lauren Walker  
The Port of Antwerp-Bruges will be the first in the world to start using a tugboat — vessels that 

manoeuvre other vessels — powered by combustion engines that burn hydrogen in combination with 

diesel in a bid to be more climate-friendly.  

The “HYDROTUG,” developed by a division of the Belgian shipping company Compagnie Maritime 

Belge (CMB.TECH), is some 12 metres wide and 30 metres long and can store 415 kilograms of 

compressed hydrogen, eliminating emissions equivalent to 350 cars, and is expected to be operational 

from 2023 onwards. “Recently, Port of Antwerp merged with the Port of Zeebrugge into one big 

organisation that aims to reconcile people, climate and economy,” Port of Antwerp-Bruges Manager 

Operations, Rob Smeets, said. “Our common goal is to become carbon neutral by 2050, by walking many 

different sustainability paths, such as carbon capture and storage, and efforts in hydrogen.” The engine of 

the tugboat, consisting of two BeHydro V12 dual fuel medium speed engines that can run on hydrogen 

and traditional fuel, will comply with the strictest standard, making them “the most emission-efficient 

engines on the market,” a statement from the port read. “We are delighted that Port of Antwerp-Bruges 

will be the first user of Hydrotug, the world’s largest hydrogen- powered vessel. With this technology, we 

can significantly improve the air quality in ports and bring hydrogen technology to every port 

worldwide,” CTO of CMB.TECH, Roy Campe, said.  

A green port The introduction of the 

Hydrotug is part of a large-scale greening 

programme for the Port of Antwerp-Bruges 

fleet. “The unified port cherishes the ambition 

to become the energy gateway to Europe as a 

‘green port’. An important role in this is 

reserved for (green) hydrogen” said President 

of the Board of the Port of Antwerp-Bruges, 

Annick De Ridder, adding that this will help 

the port excel as the economic engine of 

Flanders. By 2028, the merged port aims to have the first green hydrogen molecules on its platforms, and 

is working on a hydrogen pipeline between the two ports and towards the European hinterland to use as 

much renewable energy as possible. “This hydrotug is a fantastic example of what our sustainable future 

should look like,” Smeets said. Source : Brussels Time 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://snr.org.uk/the-mariners-mirror-podcast/dressed-to-kill-a-history-of-naval-uniform/
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MNA Events & Welfare Office closure 
The office will be closed on Friday, 17 June and reopen on Wednesday, 29 June. 

If your message is urgent, please contact Malcolm Mathison: Tel: 01472 277266 

If no reply, mobile 07831 622312 or email: R546060@aol.com 

  

Regards, 

  

Tim Brant 

Events & Welfare Officer 

Merchant Navy Association 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Arctic "Whisky War” Ends as Canada and Denmark Divide Hans Island 
by Rick Spilman Jun 14, 2022 

 

Canada and Denmark have ended the good-natured “whisky war” over Hans Island, a tiny, barren and 

uninhabited island in the Nares Strait roughly equidistant between Greenland and Canada’s Ellesmere 

Island. The dispute originated in 1971 when Canada and Denmark discovered that both countries had laid 

claim to the slightly over one square kilometer island.  

 

Greenland is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of 

Denmark. It leaves Copenhagen to manage certain policy 

areas, including foreign and security policy. 

 

As noted by the New York Times, the dispute between 

Canada and Demark over the decades has been fought in 

often whimsical ways. 

 

Since Canadian troops began visiting the island in 1984 to plant maple leaf flags and leave behind bottles 

of Canadian whisky, Danes have been regularly dropping in to replace the Canadian items with schnapps 

and Danish flags. And cabinet ministers from both countries have arrived by helicopter to assert their 

nations’ competing claims and survey the rock they claimed to govern. 

 

Now, an end is in sight for this long-running and largely benign diplomatic impasse. 

 

Canada and Denmark have agreed to divide Hans Island approximately in half, along a naturally 

occurring cleft on the rocky outcrop, according to a deal published by the Danish Foreign Ministry. 

 

The agreement will mean the end of the whisky war. The two ministers will exchange bottles for the last 

time on Tuesday.     The post appeared first on Old Salt Blog. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘Midshipman-X’ Identity Revealed as Lawsuits Are Filed Against Maersk 

Line, Limited Mike Schuler June 14, 2022 

Maersk Line, Limited is being hit with two lawsuits claiming the shipping company failed to protect U.S. 

Merchant Marine Academy mishipmen from sexual assault and harrassment, the law firm representing 

two victims has announced. 

One of the victims has become known in the industry as “Midshipman-X” after  … story about how she 

was raped by her superior on board a Maersk Line, Limited during her Sea Year training ……….  

Read more at https://gcaptain.com/midshipman-x-identity-revealed-as-lawsuits-filed-against-maersk-line-

limited/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-fbecb4c1bf-

139894965&mc_cid=fbecb4c1bf&mc_eid=4c72dd3685  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:R546060@aol.com
https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://www.sanfordheisler.com/blog/2022/june/sanford-heisler-sharp-files-two-lawsuits-against/
https://gcaptain.com/midshipman-x-identity-revealed-as-lawsuits-filed-against-maersk-line-limited/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-fbecb4c1bf-139894965&mc_cid=fbecb4c1bf&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/midshipman-x-identity-revealed-as-lawsuits-filed-against-maersk-line-limited/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-fbecb4c1bf-139894965&mc_cid=fbecb4c1bf&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/midshipman-x-identity-revealed-as-lawsuits-filed-against-maersk-line-limited/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-fbecb4c1bf-139894965&mc_cid=fbecb4c1bf&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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We're inviting you to join our ‘Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day’ campaign on 

3 September in aid of the Merchant Navy Fund, which this year celebrates its ten-year anniversary. 

 

Fly the Red Ensign is an annual campaign, run by The Seafarers’ Charity, to honour the brave men and 

women who kept the UK afloat during both World Wars and celebrate our dependence on modern-day 

merchant seafarers who are responsible for more than 90% of the UK’s imports. 

 

The past several years have been incredibly hard for most of us and especially challenging for those 

working at sea. Away from their family and loved ones for many months at a time, they are now facing 

the pressures of the rising costs of living, with their families dealing with the crisis at home. 

 

Will you Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day Campaign on Saturday, 3 September? 

 

This Merchant Navy Day, 3 September, please Fly the Red Ensign to honour and remember the sacrifices 

of the, often forgotten and invisible, but very hard-working, Merchant Navy seafarers, and help us raise 

vital funds to help those in need and their families. 

 

Getting involved 

 

Everyone is welcome to get involved by flying a Red Ensign on Merchant Navy Day, whether you 

organise a flag-hoisting ceremony at your workplace, in your community, or proudly display a Red 

Ensign at your window at home or a sticker in your car. 

 

If you’re organising a flag-hoisting ceremony, you could consider involving local dignitaries, Merchant 

Navy veterans, Sea Cadets, etc. This does not have to be on Merchant Navy Day - you may prefer to 

schedule your event during the week or the weekend of 3-4 September. The Red Ensign may be freely 

flown ashore anywhere in the UK at any time of the year. 

 

Help raise vital funds 

 

Following the difficulties endured by many seafaring veterans, working-age seafarers, and their 

dependants throughout the past several years, we must reach those UK Merchant Navy veterans and 

seafarers who need our help, and we need your support to help us raise vital funds to do that. 
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If you wish to organise a fundraising event on or around 3 September, you can now order our special Fly 

the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day campaign foldable donation boxes and car window stickers, free 

of charge, by emailing: mnfund@theseafarerscharity.org. Donations for printing and shipping are much 

appreciated. Orders must be placed before 10 July 2022. 

 

All funds raised will go towards the Merchant Navy Fund, a dedicated Fund to support UK merchant 

seafarers, administered by The Seafarers' Charity and supported by the Merchant Navy Welfare Board. 

 

Get in touch 

 

Whether you are organising an event at your workplace, or with family and friends, we’d love to hear 

about it! Please let us know about your activities by emailing mnfund@theseafarerscharity.org and our 

team will be happy to share any images that you send on our social media channels. 

 

Please also email us if you would like to receive our Social Media Pack. Alternatively, please visit 

www.merchantnavyfund.org where Social Media resources will be made available in the coming months. 

 

We’re looking forward to a successful Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day campaign and we hope 

you’ll join us in honouring and celebrating our merchant seafarers. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Catherine Spencer 

Chief Executive Officer 

The Seafarers' Charity 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ABS, Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering and GasLog agree to 

develop carbon capture onboard technology  
ABS, Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering (DSME) and GasLog are joining forces to lead the 

development of carbon neutral shipping, according to ABS's release. The three companies have 

committed to work together to develop an onboard CO2 capture and storage system (OCCS) by signing a 

joint development project (JDP) at the Posidonia International Shipping Exhibition. This emissions 

reduction technology returns CO2 from the exhaust gas back to the ship for storage by the process of 

absorption, regeneration and separation. The stored CO2, as a form of byproduct, can then be safely 

offloaded to shoreside facilities after entering port. The three companies will collaborate on the design of 

an optimal OCCS for an LNG carrier to be built by DSME and verify the system through various risk 

analysis and tests before installation and operation. At the same time the project will seek to obtain ABS 

approval in principle (AIP) for the OCCS system. OCCS joint development is intended to be complete by 

the first quarter of 2023. ABS will guide the rules and regulations for OCCS development and provide 

technical advice and support. In particular, ABS will conduct a series of risk assessments and supervise 

the assessment procedure for the final AIP for this technology. DSME received an order for four LNG 

carriers from GasLog last year. These vessels are scheduled to be delivered sequentially from the first half 

of 2024. The actual installation of OCCS on the LNG carrier is targeted to coincide with construction. 

GasLog will undertake the technical requirements for the installation and operation of OCCS. They will 

also provide valuable ship management know-how necessary for OCCS design evaluation. 

 

De-mine your ports and we’ll let grain exports out, Lavrov tells Ukraine 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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50m schooner Eleonora E struck and sunk by rescue vessel in Tarragona, 

Spain Written by Sophie Spicknell  
 

CLICK at Hundimiento de un velero en Tarragona - YouTube to view the movie  

The 49.5-metre Van der Graaf 

schooner ELEONORA E has 

sunk after being hit in Port 

Tárraco, Tarragona, Spain by a 

60-metre rescue vessel. At 

around 8am the Maritime 

Rescue boat PUNTA MAYOR 

started her exit manoeuvre from 

the Moll de Costa in the port of Tarragona, when her main engines became blocked while she was in 

reverse. The crew stopped the engines and tried to anchor her with two anchors to stop her from moving. 

However, this was not enough and she collided with the sailing yacht Eleonora E who was anchored in 

the marina. She was hit in the centre of her hull which caused a waterway and she sank in a short time. 

The Tarragona Port Authority has said there were no injuries and that containment barriers were installed 

at around 9:45am to prevent possible fuel leaks, with various teams working together to keep it under 

control. The Dutch-built yacht was delivered in 2000 and is a replica of the classic 1910 schooner 

Westward. Source : Superyacht times 

2 fishermen rescued by ferry crew after boat starts sinking in Bay of Fundy  
By : Hadeel Ibrahim · CBC News  

 Crew of a Bay of Fundy ferry heard a mayday call 

and sprang to action, rescuing two fishermen on a 

life raft near Grand Manan. The Joint Rescue Co-

ordination Centre says it got a mayday call from the 

Ross Pride around noon on Wednesday. The fishing 

boat was taking on water and listing, said the 

centre's Lt.-Cmdr. Brian Owens. “They indicated 

that they were going to be abandoning their vessel, 

getting into their life raft," he said Thursday. Owens 

said the centre immediately deployed a helicopter 

and a Hercules aircraft out of Greenwood, N.S. The centre also asked the Canadian Coast Guard station at 

Westport, N.S., and the United States Coast Guard in Eastport, Maine, to head to the scene. The Joint 

Rescue Co-ordination Centre deployed a helicopter and a Hercules aircraft, but before they arrived, crew 

from the GRAND MANAN ADVENTURE ferry were able to pick up the fishermen and take them to 

shore. But before any of them arrived, crew members from the Grand Manan Adventure ferry were able 

to pick up the fishermen and take them to shore. "We would classify that as a vessel of opportunity," 

Owens said of the ferry.  

Tara Linton said her mother was on the ferry, going from Grand Manan to the mainland. During the 

crossing, the ferry turned around, she said, and passengers didn't know why until they saw the two people 

on the life raft. “The ferry crew members acted quick and lowered the rescue boats and made their way to 

the two men that were floating in life raft," she said. The ferry GRAND MANAN ADVENTURE was a 

'vessel of opportunity,' the rescue centre said. (CBC) She said when the ferry docked in Blacks Harbour, 

the two people walked off the ferry. "This was a scary morning for everyone involved, and hits home to a 

lot of people on the island who have lost loved ones at sea," Linton said. "We are all very thankful for the 

outcome and that everyone made it home safe to their families." She posted a video of the rescue on 

social media, thanking the crew and sharing her gratitude that no one was hurt. Owens commended the 

fishermen for having the proper safety equipment and knowing what to do. "The main point is that, you 

know, the two individuals on board, you know, were trained. They did what was right," he said. "The 

outcome was they got home to their families last night. And that's the news that's best to hear." 

  

 
Crew from the GRAND MANAN ADVENTURE 

ferry sped to the rescue of fishing crew on a life raft 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qe5-bPiz2wA&t=13s
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World First as DFDS Introduce Drone Support Docking Systems  

By : Jehan Ashmore  

Drone-Docking: World first as ferry and logistics operator, DFDS introduce a drone support system as 

part of equipment on commercial ships. The drone will support captains onboard when docking and 

sailing in narrow waters. DFDS founded in 1866, provides ferry transport and logistics services in Europe 

(incl. Rosslare-Dunkirk) and also Turkey. Drone-Docking: World first as ferry and logistics operator, 

DFDS introduce a drone support system as part of equipment on commercial ships. The drone will 

support captains onboard when docking and sailing in narrow waters. DFDS founded in 1866, provides 

ferry transport and logistics services in Europe (incl. Rosslare-Dunkirk) and also Turkey. Credit: Upteko-

facebook DFDS and Upteko have after a year-long collaboration resulted in the ferry and logistics giant 

being the first in the world to introduce a drone system as part of equipment on commercial ships The 

contract has been signed with the Copenhagen based DFDS which is now implementing the new drone 

system on freight-ferry SELANDIA SEAWAYS which Afloat adds operates the North Sea route between 

Immingham, UK and Cuxhaven in Germany. ”Operating our vessels in a safe and efficient manner is 

crucial in our line of business. With our new drone decision support system, we are pushing the 

boundaries for how technology can add value in terms of safety and optimisation of operations,” says 

Rune Keldsen, EVP and Chief Technology Officer.  

Eyes in the sky  

The drone system is connected to advanced navigation and includes a charging 

station, lidars, a thermographic sensor and a high definition RGB camera. The 

drone is flying 120 meters up in the air, live streaming in real-time to the 

captain on the bridge, using a neural network to post-process the streamed 

video and calculating the distance between objects around the vessel. The 

drone will accurately provide the captain with important input acting as the 

captain's eye in the sky on departure and arrival in the ports and narrow waters. 

Today, decisions are based on human observations and GPS, but the drone will 

in the future function as a decision-support system. The drone system will help 

optimize operations onboard the ships with its supportive function to the vital 

human perspective. Safety is vital Looking into the future, the drone system 

will also be able to act as an extra set of hands when a person is in distress or if 

a fire breaks out onboard the ship. If a person falls overboard, the drone can fly 

back and locate the person using thermal and ordinary cameras.Mads Bentzen Billesø, Head of 

Innovation and Partnerships at DFDS, said “Using drone technology to support operations onboard our 

ships have been an area we have been investigating with great interest. We are proud of this collaboration 

which will push large-scale utilization of drones to solve a number of tasks. This will in time result in 

improved efficiency and, more importantly, improved safety onboard our ferries.” The development of 

this new technology has been supported by Danish Maritime Fund and ShippingLab/Innovation Fund 

Denmark. Source : afloa 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Yacht skipper fined after container ship forced to change course  
A yacht skipper who forced a container ship to change course in the Tauranga Harbour entrance has been 

fined by the Bay of Plenty Regional Council Harbourmaster. The incident occurred on June 5 as the 

container ship was coming into the Port of Tauranga in the Matakana channel The ship tried repeatedly to 

alert the yacht with five short blasts of the horn, with no response or alteration of course from the yacht. 

The ship was forced to change its course. Under the Regional Navigation Safety Bylaw, a skipper of any 

vessel under 500 gross tonnage within the Tauranga pilotage area can not impede the navigation of any 

vessel over 500 gross tonnage. Harbourmaster Jon Jon Peters said there was a moving prohibited zone in 

the Matakana channel to help protect smaller boats. "This means skippers must not navigate 500 metres in 

front of and 50 metres either side of large ships," Peters said. "We had a patrol boat in the area and the 

skipper of the yacht was spoken to after the incident." Under maritime law, the skipper has been fined the 

maximum amount of $200. Source : newstalkzb. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paddle Steamer WAVERLEY navigating the Clyde enroute Glasgow passing Boskalis TSHD 

SHOALWAY Photo : Capt Danny Plug Master Shoalway © 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reinsurers to absorb bulk of $2bn+ Ever Given claims, says SCOR Author: 

Kassandra Jimenez-Sanchez  
A majority share of more than $2 billion in claims is the potential 

sum reinsurers will absorb from the losses caused by the blocking of 

the Suez Canal because of the lodging of the EVER GIVEN, 

according to global reinsurer SCOR. Last year, the ultra-large 

container ship blocked the largest man-made canal causing a 

bottleneck which resulted in supply chain delays that continued to be felt months after the incident. 

According to SCOR, with insurance policies originating from all over the world and with many parties 

involved in the event looking to recover part of their loss, it will take many years to settle the claims from 

these losses. Sylvain Gauden, chief underwriting officer for marine and energy reinsurance at SCOR 

commented: “The grounding of the giant EVER GIVEN has shown the world the hidden reality of our 

economic system.” He added: “Understanding the consequences of such an event means taking a holistic 

view. “Who are the stakeholders? Which insurance policies can respond? What is their exposure? How 

much is this going to cost? All branches of marine insurance are concerned, and the interests are multiple 

and sometimes divergent.” As many as 400 ships were blocked in total due to the lodging of the vessel. It 

took six days and an intensive international rescue operation to achieve its release.  

Many parties were involved in this incident, these include the shipowner, the charterer, the owners of the 

goods, even the Suez Canal. All of them with their respective insurance policies originating all over the 

world. SCOR noted, they all had claims which included physical damage (to the Ever Given), loss of 

revenue (on the part of the Suez Canal Authority), the cost of the salvage operations and business 

interruption (for owners and charterers of the blocked vessels), loss of perishables and cargo delays, as 

well as damage to the canal itself. The reinsurer concluded that it will take many years to settle the claims 

from the EVER GIVEN and the process will include much debate about who is liable. Source : 

Reinsurance News 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Russia Starts Exercises With 60 Warships in Baltic Sea BY JOSEPH 

GOLDER, ZENGER NEWS 
Russia announced it has started naval exercises involving about 60 warships in the Baltic Sea amid 

heightened tensions over the Ukraine war and bids by Finland and Sweden to join NATO. Images of the 

exercises were obtained from the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), which said the footage showed the 

"planned operational exercise with groups of the Baltic Fleet."  

The Russian MoD said in a statement on Thursday: "In the 

Baltic Sea and at the combat training ranges in the 

Kaliningrad region, a planned operational exercise with 

groups of the Baltic Fleet has started." 

As part of the exercise, naval tactical groups of the Baltic 

Fleet left their bases and deployed fleet groupings in 

designated areas." The Russian MoD added that the vessels 

"will perform training tasks for the protection and defense of 

sea lanes and fleet bases."  

The Baltic Sea is located in northern Europe. Technically an eastern arm of the Atlantic Ocean, it is 

ringed by NATO member states Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland.  

It is also enclosed by Finland, Sweden and Russia. Finland and Sweden angered Russia when it submitted 

applications in February to join NATO amid heightened concern after Russia invaded Ukraine. Russia 

quit the Council of the Baltic Sea States last month, accusing the organization of having become "an 

instrument of anti-Russian policy" and "increasingly bogged down in Russophobia and lies." The Russian 

Foreign Ministry said in a statement on May 17 that it was leaving the council, which is headquartered in 

Stockholm, Sweden, and is made up of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Norway, Poland, Sweden and the European Union. The statement was issued at the same time German 

Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced that Germany planned to increase its military ties with Sweden and 

Finland. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has, among others, also announced a rapprochement with 

Sweden and Finland, signing a security pact with both countries last month and announcing that the 

United Kingdom would "provide support" if the two nations were attacked. Source : Zenger News 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PORT OF GOTHENBURG UNVEILS ‘WORLD FIRST’ COLD IRONING 

CONCEPT FOR TANKERS Written by Rhys Berry  

The Port of Gothenburg is aiming to become the first port in the world to provide shoreside power for 

tankers. The Swedish port authority says it has created a ‘completely new and unique’ concept that makes 

the system safe, environmentally friendly, and cost-effective. The port has teamed up with shipping 

companies on the island of Donsö, national and European ports, classification societies, local oil 

companies, and the Swedish Transport Agency with the aim of setting a new global standard for shoreside 

power for tankers berthed in a hazardous environment. ‘The greatest challenge is to ensure that tankers 

that are scheduled to be built are fitted with shoreside power connectors that adhere to a common standard 

applied at all ports,’ explained Jörgen Wrennfors, Gothenburg Port Authority production engineer at the 

Energy Terminal. ‘A further challenge is the constant risk of an explosion when the vessel is berthed at an 

energy terminal as the combustible and flammable products being pumped could easily be ignited by a 

spark from the electrical equipment. ‘These challenges have become an intrinsic part of our planning 

strategy,’ Wrennfors added. While the Port of Gothenburg has provided cold ironing services to vessels 

since the 1980s, regulations concerning tankers is more stringent. 

‘When tankers are at sea their classification specifies that a power supply point can only be located aft of 

the bridge. Vessel designers have used this as a starting point when designing new vessels fitted with 

shoreside power connectors,’ said Wrennfors. ‘However, this classification does not apply when the 

tanker arrives at an energy terminal. In the majority of cases it is superseded by the port’s classification, 

which means the entire vessel is deemed to be an explosive atmosphere, including the aft.’ …….. 

Source : Bunkerspot 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Russian IVAN GREEN passing 

Fehmarn in the Baltic  

Photo : Frank Behling © 
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Passenger vessel Spirit of Norfolk “still smoldering” Written by Nick Blenkey  
The Spirit of Norfolk cruise yacht was reported a “still smoldering” 

this morning, two days after an incident that began when the City of 

Norfolk, Va., received a 911 call at 12.06 p.m., June 7, that the vessel 

was on fire, with over 100 people onboard, near Pier 3 at the Norfolk 

Naval Base.  

According to local media reports, fire and military emergency crews 

were dispatched in response. The 106 passengers onboard, mostly local elementary school children, were 

evacuated onto the smaller tour boat Victory Rover, which brought them back to dock at Town Point 

Park. Two crew members remained on the ship until it was pushed by tugs to Pier 4 at the naval base, 

where firefighting efforts continued. All 108 passengers and crew members have been accounted for. No 

injuries were reported. SPIRIT OF NORFOLK is managed by City Cruises Norfolk, whose parent 

company is the Hornblower Group’s City Experiences. The 187-foot ship can accommodate 480 

passengers for dining or 570 for other events, such as cocktail parties. Yesterday, the Coast Guard said 

that a unified command had been set up consisting of the Coast Guard, Naval Station Norfolk, City 

Cruises Virginia Department of Emergency Management/Department of Environmental Quality. The City 

of Norfolk, Port of Virginia, and NOAA are supporting the unified command.  
Today the City of Norfolk released a statement saying that the unified command and supporting agencies had 

continued their efforts to extinguish the fire and salvage the vessel, Wednesday evening. In a letter this 

morning the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality said “firefighting efforts continued well into 

Thursday morning. The vessel is currently smoldering and crews remain on site.” Crews put a dewatering 

pump aboard the vessel to begin removing the water from the firefighting efforts. The water is currently being 

pumped into tanks, however a barge was scheduled to arrive today (Thursday) to increase the storage capacity 

for the water. All contaminated water is being handled in accordance with clean environmental standards. The 

cause of the fire is currently under investigation by the U.S. Coast Guard and the National Transportation 

Safety Board. Source : Marinelog 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saudi Arabia pledges $10m to avert oil spillage from abandoned oil tanker off 

Yemen coast  
The SAFER floating off the coast of Yemen on 26 April 2022 Saudi 

Arabia has pledged $10 million to help finance an operation to 

prevent a possible oil spillage in the Red Sea from the abandoned 

FSO Safer off the coast of Yemen. The 45-year-old FSO SAFER, 

carrying 1.1 million barrels of oil, is moored six miles off the coast 

of the Houthi-held Yemeni city of Hudaydah. The King Salman 

Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre announced in a statement 

yesterday that the kingdom will donate $10 million to the effort to prevent an oil spillage. An explosion 

or leakage from the vessel may cause one of the most dangerous oil spill disasters in history, according to 

a study conducted by Greenpeace. Saudi's pledge will be added to the $33 million that donor countries 

pledged last month at a conference organised by the United Nations and the Netherlands to help deal with 

the tanker. However, the funds fall far short of the desired goal of $80 million to transfer 1.1 million 

barrels from the Safer to another oil tanker. The entire operation will cost $144 million in total and will 

include making the rickety tanker completely safe, the UN estimates. The Saudi contribution comes four 

days after Greenpeace urged the Arab League to hold an emergency meeting in order to fund the United 

Nations plan to rescue the vessel. Environmentalists warn the funding required to carry out the operation 

is trivial compared to the $20 billion it would cost to clean up an oil spill in the Red Sea. The United 

Nations said earlier that the operation should be completed by the end of September to avoid the 

"turbulent winds" that intensify at that time of year. The tanker has not undergone any maintenance since 

2015, which led to the erosion of its chassis leaving it in a poor condition. The United Nations said the 

Safer contains four times the amount of oil that was spilled by the 1989 EXXON VALDEZ disaster, one 

of the world's worst ecological catastrophes. Source : middleeastmonitor 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Isle of Man Ferry Terminal Continues to take Shape in Liverpool  
By : Jehan Ashmore  

Work on the new Isle of Man ferry terminal in Liverpool initially began in November 2019 and was 

expected to have been completed by August 2021, but delays have seen the completion date moved back. 

Work on the new Isle of Man ferry terminal in Liverpool initially began in November 2019 and was 

expected to have been completed by August 2021, but delays have seen the completion date moved back. 

Credit: LiverpoolEcho-twitter Construction on the brand new Isle of Man ferry terminal in Liverpool is 

continuing to press ahead with new images showing the latest progress achieved on the project. Plans for 

the new terminal were approved by Liverpool City Council ’s planning committee in April 2019. The 

project, which would see the Isle of Man Steam Packet company continuing to operate ferries from the 

city, is expected to be completed by June 2023. Work initially began in November 2019 and was expected 

to have been completed by August 2021, but delays have seen the completion date moved back. Once 

open, the Manx Government will have invested over £70m into the project, having initially estimated it 

could cost in the region of £38m. LiverpoolEcho has more on the new Irish Sea ferry terminal that is to 

serve the Merseyside-Manx link. Source: Afloat 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A woman went to the emergency room, where she was seen by a young new doctor. After 

about 3 minutes in the examination room, the doctor told her she was pregnant. 

She burst out of the room and ran down the corridor screaming. 

An older doctor stopped her and asked what the problem was; after listening to her story, he calmed her 

down and sat her in another room. 

Then the doctor marched down the hallway to the first doctor's room. 

"Whats wrong with you?" he demanded.  “This woman is 63 years old, she has two grown children and 

several grandchildren, and you told her she was pregnant?!!" 

The new doctor continued to write on his clipboard and without looking up said: 

"Does she still have the hiccups? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Half sisters 

One Sunday morning Joe burst into the living room and said: "Dad, Mom, I have some great news for 

you! I am getting married to the most beautiful girl in town. She lives a block away and her name is 

Susan." 

After dinner, Joe's dad took him aside and said: "Son, I have to talk with you. Your mother and I have 

been married 30 years. She's a wonderful wife but she has 

never offered much excitement in the bedroom, so I used to 

fool around with women a lot. Susan is actually your half-

sister, and I'm afraid you can't marry her." 

Joe was heartbroken. After eight months he eventually 

started dating girls again. A year later he came home and 

very proudly announced: "Dianne said yes! We are getting 

married in June." 

Again his father insisted on another private conversation and 

broke the sad news: "Diane is your half-sister too, Joe, I am 

very sorry about this." 

Joe was furious. He finally decided to go to his mother with 

the news. 

"Dad has done so much harm. I guess I am never going to get 

married," he complained. "Every time I fall in love, Dad tells 

me the girl is my half-sister." 

His mother just shook her head and said: "Don't pay any 

attention to what he says, dear. He's not really your father." 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://jokesfunnystories.quora.com/Half-sisters
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Irish Car Accident 
 

A farmer named Paddy had a car accident. He was hit by a truck owned by the Eversweet Company. 
 

In court, the Eversweet Company's hot-shot solicitor was questioning Paddy. 
 

'Didn't you say to the police at the scene of the accident, 'I'm fine?' asked the solicitor. 
 

Paddy responded: 'Well, I'll tell you what happened. I'd just loaded my fav'rit cow, Bessie, into da …….. ' 
 

'I didn't ask for any details', the solicitor interrupted. 'Just answer the question. Did you not say, at the 

scene of the accident, 'I'm fine!'?' 
 

Paddy said, 'Well, I'd just got Bessie into da trailer and I was drivin' down da road ….... ' 
 

The solicitor interrupted again and said, ‘Your Honour, I am trying to establish the fact that, at the scene 

of the accident, this man told the police on the scene that he was fine. Now, several weeks after the 

accident, he is trying to sue my client. I believe he is a fraud. Please tell him to simply answer the 

question. ' 
 

By this time, the Judge was fairly interested in Paddy's answer and said to the solicitor: 'I'd like to hear 

what he has to say about his favourite cow, Bessie'. 
 

Paddy thanked the Judge and proceeded. 'Well as I was saying, I had just loaded Bessie, my fav'rit cow, 

into de trailer and was drivin' her down de road when this huge Eversweet truck and trailer came 

tundering tru a stop sign and hit me trailer right in da side. I was trown into one ditch and Bessie was 

trown into da udder. By Jaysus I was hurt, very bad like, and didn't want to move. However, I could hear 

old Bessie moanin' and groanin'.  I knew she was in terrible pain just by her groans. 
 

Shortly after da accident, a policeman on a motorbike turned up. He could hear Bessie moanin' and 

groanin' too, so he went over to her. After he looked at her, and saw her condition, he took out his gun 

and shot her between the eyes. 
 

Den da policeman came across de road, gun still in hand, looked at me, and said, 'How are you feelin'?' 
 

Now, wot da fock would you say?' 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Old Lady & the Bank 
The old lady handed her bank card to a bank teller and said, “I would like to withdraw $10 
 

The teller told her, “For withdrawals less than $100 please use the ATM.” 

 

The old lady wanted to know why ... 
 

The teller returned her bank card and irritably told her, “These are the rules. Please leave if there is no other 

matter. There is a line of customers behind you.” 
 

The old lady remained silent for a few seconds, then handed the card back to the teller and said, “Please help me 

withdraw all the money I have.” 
 

The teller was astonished when she checked the account balance. She nodded her head, leaned down and 

respectfully told her, you have $300,000 in your account and the bank doesn't have that much cash currently. Could 

you make an appointment and come again tomorrow? 
 

The old lady then asked how much she could withdraw immediately. 

The teller told her any amount up to $3000 
 

"Well, please let me have $3000 now", she The teller then handed it very friendly and respectfully to her 
 

The old lady put $10 in her purse and asked the teller to deposit $2990 back into her account. 

the moral of this tale ....... 

 

Don't be difficult with old people, they spent a lifetime learning their skills. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Merchant Navy Association 
Bringing Seafarers past & present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

That’s all from me now folks. 

Stay Safe Shipmates 

 

Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care. 
 

 
 

Yours Aye,  

Malcolm 

 

Malcolm Mathison  

Merchant Navy Association 

Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: R546060@aol.com  

www.mna.org.uk       Registered Charity No. 1135661  
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