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The Pulse 

The MISSION of The Merchant Navy Association is to bring all serving and retired Seafarers together in a spirit of 

companionship, consideration and commitment towards a united lobby for the Community of the Sea 
Hi Shipmates, 

Please find below more snippets of information since circular #10 was published 26th July 2022. 
My thanks to MNA National Secretary, Pete Sinke’s daily publication “Maasmond Maritime - Shipping News 

Clippings”, Lloyds List, gCaptain, Maritime London, Flashlight and many others from the T’internet, not 

forgetting the items sent in by Readers and any other source I can access. 

 
MNA National Contact Points 

Chairman, Ian Hodge - Mobile: 07725 995 321 Email: chairman@mna.org.uk 

 

Secretary, David Parsons - Tel: 01935 414 765   Email: secretary@mna.org.uk    

 

Welfare & Events, Tim Brant, - Tel: 01733 205001, Email : events@mna.org.uk 

 

Membership, Roy Glencross - Mobile: 07738 425 875  Email: membership@mna.org.uk    

 

MNA Slop Chest Supply Officer - Sandra Broom Tel  0121 244 0190  

 shop@mna.org.uk  

 

Full Ahead Editor, Sandra Turner -  fullahead@mna.org.uk  Tel 01889 585 588 

 

Change of Address????  If any member has changed any of their contact details (Postal, E-

mail or Telephone) it is important that you inform the following people by email:-  
 R546060@aol.com   membership@mna.org.uk   secretary@mna.org.uk &  events@mna.org.uk 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
April 1973 : MV TOBAGO at anchor, discharging cargo @ Hong Kong, Victoria, as seen from a 

passing Star Ferry.CMCR (Cie Maritime des Chargeurs Réunis - Paris) aka 'Cognac line', because 

of the 5 stars in the funnel, on regular service between northern Europe and south-east Asia. Built 

1956 @ Nantes (France) 144,75 m x 19,03 m 9,240 dwt, as well as her sister 'TOCANSA', for CTO 

Lines (Cie des Transports Océaniques) a subsidiary of CMCR playing a round the world line. 

Photo : Jean Y. Grondin (former Capt @ sea, shipping director, maritime arbitrator - Retired) 
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The Merchant Navy Association 
Bringing Seafarers past & present together  

Through meetings and communications 
Comradeship and Support for all seafarers 

Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets 

For information visit our website 

www.mna.org.uk  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Floating sweatshop: Oil tanker banned from Australian ports over crew 

conditions and unpaid wages By : Cassandra Morgan and Jack Gramenz  
An oil tanker has been banned from Australian ports for six months, after authorities discovered crew were owed 

more than $120,000 in wages. The Australian Maritime Safety Authority received a complaint about seafarers’ 

underpayment and welfare on the Liberian-flagged AG NEPTUNE tanker, and inspected it in Queensland’s Port of 

Gladstone last month. During the inspection, they found evidence 21 seafarers were not having their employment 

agreements met, and crew members were collectively owed about $123,000.Additionally, authorities found evidence 

seafarers’ food and drinking water were not up to appropriate standards of quality, quantity, and nutritional value. It 

was also understood one seafarer was not given adequate medical care after they were injured on board, the 

authority said.  

‘Zero tolerance’ 

“Australia has zero tolerance for the underpayment of crew. This type of behaviour is unethical and in contravention 

to the (Maritime Labour Convention),” the authority’s executive director of operations Michael Drake said. “The 

international conventions that protect seafarers’ rights are very clear. “Ships visiting Australian ports are on notice 

that if we find deliberate underpaying of crew they can expect penalties.” The authority detained the tanker over 

multiple breaches of the convention, and its operator has been ordered to pay the outstanding wages and address 

deficiencies. The seafarers were repeatedly not paid at regular intervals, and two crew members had expired 

Seafarer Employment Agreements.“(The authority) takes the (convention) seriously and actively ensures seafarers’ 

health and well-being is upheld on all ships in Australia,” Mr Drake said. Source : The New Daily/AAP 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Going Digital: UKHO to Phase Out Traditional Paper Nautical Charts 
Mike Schuler July 26, 2022 

For more than two centuries, mariners, shipping companies and international governments have relied 

on UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) charts to safely navigate the world’s oceans. Today, the agency 

announced it will cease its paper chart production and transition to fully digital products by 2027. 

Plans to withdraw the UKHO’s portfolio of ADMIRALTY Standard Nautical Charts (SNCs), which are 

among the most trusted and widely used official paper charts in the world, come as more marine, naval 

  

http://www.mna.org.uk/
https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://gcaptain.com/tag/ukho/
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and leisure users primarily rely on digital products and services for navigation. UKHO’s Thematic Charts 

will also go digital. 

The phased withdrawal of paper charts will take place over a number of years and is anticipated to 

conclude in late 2026. In parallel, the UKHO says it will develop viable, official digital alternatives for 

sectors still using paper chart products. “This will be a carefully managed process, conducted in close 

liaison with all customers and stakeholders, including the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) as 

well as other regulatory bodies, hydrographic offices, industry partners and distributors,” the UKHO said 

in a statement. 

“The decision to commence the process of withdrawing from paper 

chart production will allow us to increase our focus on advanced 

digital services that meet the needs of today’s seafarers,” said Peter 

Sparkes, Chief Executive of the UKHO. “As we look to the future, 

our core purpose remains the safety of shipping operations and 

delivering the best possible navigation solutions to achieve that. 

Whether for the Royal Navy, commercial vessels or other ocean 

users, our focus is on developing and delivering ADMIRALTY 

digital services that promote safe, secure and thriving oceans.” 

Transition to digital charts means the UKHO’s ADMIRALTY Maritime Data Solutions portfolio can be 

updated in near real-time, greatly enhancing safety of life at sea (SOLAS). 

The move to digital navigation solutions comes amid a rapid decline in demand for paper charts, driven 

by the SOLAS-mandated transition to ECDIS and the wider benefits of digital solutions, including the 

next generation of navigation services, explained Sparkes. 

“We understand the significance of this announcement, given the distinguished history of the UKHO’s 

paper chart production and the trust that mariners have placed in ADMIRALTY charts over the 

generations. We will support users of SNCs during the withdrawal of our paper chart portfolio and work 

with our distributors to help users switch to digital alternatives between now and our planned date of 

2026,” he added. 

“Shipping is moving quickly towards a future underpinned by digital innovations, enhanced satellite 

connectivity at sea and optimised data solutions, supporting the next generation of navigation. The 

UKHO aims to be at the vanguard of this digital transition, continuing to provide the assured and globally 

trusted ADMIRALTY navigation services that seafarers the world over depend on,” Sparkes said. 

Baroness Goldie, Minister of State at the UK government’s Ministry of Defence, said digitalization and 

rapid technological advancements in recent years has changed the world “unrecognisably.” 

“When it comes to maritime, one of our priorities at the Ministry of Defence is to make shipping as safe 

as possible; to achieve this, the industry must continue transitioning to digital tools and technology that 

share data almost instantly from ship-to-ship or ship-to-shore,” said Minister Goldie. 

“As one of the world’s leading authorities on navigational charts, the UKHO is well positioned to 

recognise the need to deliver a range of digital solutions that enhance safety and data accuracy. The 

decision to focus on digital products and services makes strategic and commercial sense, helping usher in 

a new era of maritime navigation, which will be powered by digital innovations,” he added. 

Richard Bell, Assistant Director for UK Technical Services Navigation at the MCA, commented: 

“The MCA recognises the benefits of official digital navigation products for safe navigation, at a time 

when paper products make up a minority of navigation products being used at sea. This announcement by 

UKHO represents a clear vision for the future of navigation, which will need to be supported by official 

equipment and data suited to the needs of the different maritime end users. 

“We are committed to working closely with the UKHO, stakeholders and industry to make this vision a 

reality. Close liaison will be essential, to ensure that the technical and legislative barriers to the proposed 

change are overcome in advance of the UKHO’s 2026 timeline,” said Bell. 

In 2019, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced a similar to 

plan to transition away from paper charts and move exclusively to electronic navigation charts by January 

2025. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://gcaptain.com/noaa-kicks-off-transition-to-exclusively-electronic-navigation-charts/
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Historic lifeboat hauled through Ayrshire town as part of 150th celebration  
Rugby players, scout groups and volunteers 

helped haul the huge William Riley lifeboat 

through Troon. By: Ryan Thom Ayrshire 

Post Senior Reporter Volunteers mucked in 

on the day to help Troon RNLI celebrate its 

milestone year (Image: Garry F McHarg 

Daily Record) Volunteers mucked in to 

help haul a 2.1ton historic lifeboat as an 

Ayrshire town celebrated 150 years of 

saving lives at sea. Players from Marr 

Rugby club and local scout groups helped 

Troon RNLI toast its milestone late after last years bash was axed due to Covid. The huge \ WILLIAM 

RILEY lifeboat which dates back to 1909 and served Whitby, was hauled through the streets to re-enact 

how the town’s first lifeboat would have been launched in 1971. The event on Saturday, July 16 kicked 

off with rugby club members pulling the iconic boat from North Shore Road, through the town, onto the 

South Beach Esplanade. Crowds gathered to watch the iconic boat being pulled with the parade fronted 

by 1 st Troon Boys Brigade Pipe band as it weaved through the town. At South Beach, leaders and 

members of the 28th Ayrshire (Troon) Scout Group, the Troon Tiger Explorer Scout Unit and the Troon 

Guides hauled the boat along to Titchfield Road Car Park. Former Troon RNLI Lifeboat Coxswain Ian 

Johnson said: “As Troon RNLI lifeboat station celebrates its 150th anniversary, a re-enactment of the day 

that our first lifeboat, May Sinclair arrived in Troon in 1871 was a fitting way to start this year’s Open 

Day. “My thanks go to the Whitby Historic Lifeboat Trust for bringing the WILLIAM RILEY to Troon 

for our Open Day and to all the local groups who assisted with the pull through Troon. “It was a great 

sight to see the historic lifeboat being pulled through the streets of Troon.” Following the lifeboat pull, 

Troon RNLI lifeboat station swung open its doors to host an Open Day. Families enjoyed a host of 

activities, including a tombola, tearoom and burger stall. Source : daily Record 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Tall Ships Races 2022 Antwerpen has started with above seen the ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT II 

- DAR MLODZIEZY - TARA and the SHABAB OMAN II inbound for Antwerp  

 
Photo’s : Luc De Cock - Malumax Photography © 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Cruise ship fan has lived at sea for 23 years after ditching his old life  
Salcedo is better known onboard by the nickname 'Super Mario' after spending more than nine thousand 

nights on board Royal Caribbean ships, his cruise company of choice. His travels have taken him as far as 

China, Japan and New Zealand as well as through the Suez Canal. Former financier Mario Salcedo says 

he has no regrets after turning his back on a conventional life, in exchange for a life on the sea. Since the 

age of 47 he has lived on cruise ships, apart from a 15 month break due to the Covid pandemic. The 

Mirror reports the reason he transformed his life back in the year 2000. "Adopting a cruise-ship life is 

basically escaping from reality," he said. "You are basically exiting the world as you know it on land and 

you're saying I don't want to be a part of that anymore." Salcedo is better known onboard by the nickname 

'Super Mario' after spending more than nine thousand nights on board Royal Caribbean ships, his cruise 

company of choice. He left a lucrative career behind in 1997 aged 47 and by 2000 had started a new life 

on the seas where he does not have to carry out “non-value activities” like taking the rubbish out or doing 

the laundry. Instead he passes time by swimming, watching baseball on TV and sipping cognac. He also 

loves a touch of salsa dancing and sometimes mingling with staff and passengers.  

He had never even been on a cruise until he quit his job and went on six, back-to-back, which sparked his 

love for them. Bachelor Salcedo, who has no children, was the subject of a 2018 short documentary called 

Meet The Happiest Guy In The World - a title he gave himself - showing him enjoying the life of a 

permanent sailor chatting to staff and meeting passengers curious about his lifestyle. His travels have 

taken him as far as China, Japan and New Zealand as well as through the Suez Canal.  

But he recommended any first-time cruisers to start with a transatlantic crossing from a port like 

Southampton. Anyone who has been on a cruise, however, will know that it is not the cheapest mode of 

transport and it raises the question of how he can afford it. Aside from the money he made as financier, 

Salcedo manages investment portfolios for private clients from the comfort of the ship. He also stays on 

inner, cheaper cabins and has his own travel booking agent who helps secure him the cheapest cruise 

deals, which he reserves two years ahead. While his status in Royal Caribbean’s loyalty club means he is 

only charged a 150% single occupancy supplement as opposed to the regular 200%, helping drive down 

his expenditure. Salcedo spends an estimated $60,000 to $70,000 each year, reports Conde Nast Traveler. 

So far his extensive seafaring has cost him more than $1.4million.  

Being a minor celebrity on the ships, he is afforded some special treatment like dining at the captain's 

table and joining the crew onstage to wave goodbye to passengers at the end of each cruise.  

He is also invited on the pre-inaugural cruise for every new Royal Caribbean ship launched - an 

experience usually reserved only for press and travel agents. The super- cruiser spends only around two 

weeks on land each year, where he still owns a condo in Miami, but noted that he has "lost his land legs" 

and can't walk in a straight line when there. However, the pandemic forced him off his beloved ships for 

15 months, instead spending all that time on the Caribbean island of Aruba going scuba diving (one of his 

passions) and fishing.  

Salcedo reflected on the idea of becoming sick in old age and having to live out his last years in a “land 

hospital” - a scenario he called “pure hell”. Instead, if that happens then he might take “one final Scuba 

dive and just go down 400ft”. Source : edinburghlive 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scotland's first direct box link with China to slash transit time by 50pc  
SCOTLAND is getting its first direct container link with China in a new service that promises to cut 

transit times by nearly half, reports Singapore's Splash 247.The maiden voyage from Ningbo is due to 

arrive in mid-August at Greenock Port carrying 1,600 TEU. Sailings will occur three times a month with 

a 10-day port rotation and will be between the ports of Ningbo and Dongguan to Liverpool and Greenock. 

The direct China Xpress route, launched by Glasgow-based KC Group Shipping, is expected to cut 

journey times from approximately 60 days to an estimated 33 days by eliminating unscheduled port 

congestion delays in Rotterdam. "This is a game-changer, not just for KC Group Shipping, but for the 

whole of Scotland," said David Milne, the company's managing director, who completed a buy-out of the 

business in 2016.KC Group Shipping is one of a host of nimble UK transport firms to have set up 

container shipping services during the pandemic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Another Serious Lifeboat Accident Illustrates Continued Risk in Drills  
Canada's Transportation Safety Board (TSB) has released a report on yet another serious lifeboat-drill 

accident, illustrating the continuing hazards of this routine SOLAS safety exercise. A failure of a lifeboat 

launch system on a merchant vessel can result in a fall from height, ending in injuries or fatalities for 

anyone in the boat.  

On December 1, 2020, the crew of the bulk carrier Blue Bosporus 

were carrying out a free (?) fall lifeboat drill at anchor in English 

Bay, British Columbia. After the four wire rope slings for lowering 

away the free-fall lifeboat were attached, the third mate and an AB 

went aboard the boat to conduct a test launch. The third mate 

activated the release hook, and the lifeboat slid forward about 25 

centimetres. At that point, three slings connecting the boat to the 

davit failed, along with the bracket connecting to the fourth sling. 

The boat fell 45 feet into the water.  

Both crewmembers aboard were seriously injured - one with leg injuries and one with an injured hand - 

and they were taken to a hospital for treatment. The boat's hull sustained damage where it struck the 

water. Most (but not all) of the broken sling components were retrieved for analysis.  

A post-accident investigation found that the crimp sleeves on the slings had weakened over time due to 

stress corrosion cracking - a common problem for stainless steel. In addition, one of the slings was shorter 

than the others, meaning that it took the full load of the boat when the hook was initially released. This 

sling failed first, followed by the others in sequence.  

The crew were under orders to exit the lifeboat after releasing the hook, before the boat was lowered into 

the water using the davit - a practice consistent with IMO 

guidance. However, they still needed to be present in the 

boat in order to release the hook. They were in the practice 

of standing without securing themselves to the seats while 

carrying out this task. "There had been no assessment of the 

risk associated with stand ing unsecured in the lifeboat 

when it was suspended by its slings," TSB concluded.  

The vessel's maintenance schedule did not specifically cover 

inspecting the condition of the slings, according to TSB. 

After the casualty, the shipowner installed new load-tested 

sling assemblies and brackets, and it sent a safety circular to 

update its requirements for lifeboat inspections and drills. (With thanks to the Maritime Executive) 

     Source: Flashlight 235 and Porthole 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Odesa strike shows it will not be easy to export grain via ports –  
Ukraine Ukraine could export 60 million tonnes of grain in eight to nine months if its ports were not 

blockaded, but Russia’s strike on the port of Odesa showed it will definitely not be that easy, an economic 

adviser to the Ukrainian president said on Sunday. Ukraine could earn $10 billion by selling 20 million 

tonnes of grain in silos and 40 million tonnes from its new harvest, adviser Oleh Ustenko said. The 

harvest totals 60 million tonnes, of which 20 million are for domestic consumption, he said. “If the ports 

were unblocked now and we say we need to move 60 million tonnes of grain… then we would transport 

60 million tonnes of grain within eight-nine months,” he said. “But with the way they are opening now 

and what Russia is doing in the Black Sea, yesterday’s strike shows that it definitely won’t work that 

way,” he said. Russian missiles hit the port of Odesa a day after Russia and Ukraine, with mediation by 

the United Nations and Turkey, signed a deal to reopen Black Sea ports and resume grain exports. 

Moscow says it hit military infrastructure. The deal is expected to ease global food shortages caused by 

the war. Ukraine will need 20 to 24 months to export those volumes if its ports are not functioning 

properly, he said. Source: Reuters (Reporting by Natalia Zinets; writing by Tom Balmforth; Editing by 

Hugh Lawson) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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It began as a typical ferry ride in Kachemak Bay. Then a minke whale went 

airborne. By Morgan Krakow  

A minke whale gave some lucky people a show July 12, 2022 in Kachemak Bay. (Photo by Brian Herbst) 

Brian Herbst had a banner Alaska vacation. He caught rockfish and halibut, saw moose and bears, stayed 

in a yurt — and in a moment of perfect timing, managed to snap a photo of a minke whale mid-breach, 

suspended above the waters of Kachemak Bay.  

The snapshot shows the whale parallel above the water almost as if it’s competing in belly-flop contest, 

doing a midair plank or floating across the bay like a hovercraft. On July 12, Herbst was on the Danny J 

Ferry heading to lunch at The Saltry Restaurant in Halibut Cove when the captain announced that a whale 

was off in the distance. Using his daughter’s high school yearbook camera and a borrowed lens, he started 

snapping photos. As the boat turned, the whale began swimming toward him. “I was like front row on 

this, and I was like, ‘I’m gonna get this thing, chah chah chah chah,’ ” Herbst said, re-enacting the 

moment during a video interview from his North Carolina home on Thursday morning.  

He knew he’d gotten the perfect shot. Afterward, Herbst sent the photo to The Saltry, which posted the 

image to its social media page. From there, the photo began to circulate online, garnering thousands of 

likes with captions like “L E V I T A T E” and “minke whale goes vroom.” A minke whale breaching is 

rarely captured on camera, said Marc Webber, a marine mammal research scientist and instructor at the 

Kachemak Bay campus of the University of Alaska Anchorage.  

He said it’s a “remarkable photograph.”  

In the photo, the whale’s sharp dorsal fin can be seen on top of its body as well as a white band on its 

flipper — a defining characteristic of minke whales, according to Webber. While the whale is parallel to 

the water, it’s actually tilted slightly away, showing off its light underbelly.  

It’s not known why the whales breach, powering up out of the water and flying into the air, Webber said. 

It could be a way to signal to other whales by making a loud re-entry into the water, or “some heightened 

state of excitement or demonstration of exuberance,” he said — but that’s just speculation. Webber has 

even received reports of minke whales in which people said they’d seen a large dolphin, not knowing it 

was a minke and unable to gauge its size. Herbst initially thought the whale he saw was a dolphin, based 

on what he’d seen in North Carolina. Minke whales are shy most of the time, ignoring and avoiding 

boats, so they aren’t often glimpsed by people. The minke whale is the smallest baleen whale in Alaska 

waters. They weigh up to 20,000 pounds and typically measure 25 to 30 feet long as adults, far smaller 

than their gargantuan counterparts, like humpback, blue and gray whales.  

And they’re fast, Webber said. Minke whales eat by making high-speed rushes to groups of smaller fish 

like herring and anchovies, gulping large mouthfuls. They then strain the water out through their baleen, a 

fingernail-like structure that hangs down in pieces and acts like a sieve, he said. Back in Kachemak Bay, 

the minke whale’s breach was followed by a lunch of halibut tacos for Herbst and his family, who were in 

Alaska for his mother’s 85th birthday. They made it to Homer right as the weather began to turn windy 

and cold. “We just hit it so perfect,” he said. “It was just made to happen.”\ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

"First you forget names, then you forget faces, then you forget to pull your 

zipper up, then you forget to pull your zipper down." - Leo Rosenberg 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #11 
10th August 2022 

 
 

 8 

The Pulse 

Photos: Great Lakes’ First New US-Flagged Bulk Carrier in 40 Years Sets 

Sail on Maiden Voyage 
The first new U.S.-flagged Great Lakes bulk 

carrier built in nearly 40 years departed on its 

maiden voyage this morning from Fancantieri 

Bay Shipbuilding in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. 

The M/V Mark W. Barker left the shipyard at a 

little after 10:30 a.m. for its 110-mile voyage to 

Port Inland, Michigan, where it will load stone 

to deliver to Muskegon, Michigan. Once 

delivered, that stone cargo will go into ready-

mix concrete production. 

“This is a monumental day for our company 

and the US flag fleet as our much-anticipated 

freighter departs on her first voyage in what 

will be a long life of service on the Great 

Lakes,” says Mark W. Barker, President of The Interlake Steamship Company and namesake of the 

vessel, the company’s first newbuild since 1981. “The construction of this vessel, which was made from 

steel manufactured in Indiana, from iron ore delivered by vessel from Minnesota, reinforces our long-

term commitment to shipping and delivering essential cargoes for our customers throughout the region.” 

https://gcaptain.com/great-lakes-bulk-carrier-mark-w-barker-maiden-

voyage/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-bd74fd1651-

139894965&mc_cid=bd74fd1651&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crew Shortage Poses Major Challenge to Restoring Ukrainian Grain Exports 
https://gcaptain.com/crew-shortage-poses-major-challenge-to-restoring-ukrainian-grain-

exports/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-bd74fd1651-

139894965&mc_cid=bd74fd1651&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Teenage Deck Cadet Stranded in Ukraine Excited to Return Home 
https://gcaptain.com/teenage-deck-cadet-stranded-in-ukraine-excited-to-return-

home/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-bd74fd1651-

139894965&mc_cid=bd74fd1651&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crew Health Advice: Monkeypox 
The latest virus circulating is the rather attractively named 

Monkeypox. There's been a lot of information about 

Monkeypox in the media and coming right on the back of 

COVID-19, it's inevitable that people will be concerned. 

This bulletin from Crew Health Partner Red Square 

Medical aims to answer some of the questions concerning the 

virus. 

https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/crew-

health/crew-health-advice-monkeypox/?dm_i=33T,7YF0I,LGE99N,WIO55,1  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cruise Passengers Shuttled into Venice by Motor Boat To Dodge Big Cruise 

Vessels Ban … A cruise major has reportedly circumvented a ban on its vessels entering the Venice 

lagoon by shuttling visitors into the city center on smaller motor boats. Norwegian Cruise, 

NORWEGIAN GEM is a vessel that is almost 300 meters long. It was anchored off Venice Lido. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/crew-health/crew-health-advice-monkeypox/?dm_i=33T,7YF0I,LGE99N,WIO55,1
https://www.ukpandi.com/news-and-resources/crew-health/crew-health-advice-monkeypox/?dm_i=33T,7YF0I,LGE99N,WIO55,1
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The Little Ships that saved thousands of lives (plus other classic boats) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRQ4Xfd6U0I 

  

*********************** 

The following message below was subsequently received. 

 

Hi to you all, 

                      Over the past two days I've received the 

"YouTube" video of the Dunkirk "Little Ships" at 

Henley on the River Thames from some of you so I 

thought you might be interested in these photos from 

the 75th; Anniversary Return to Dunkirk, this was the 

last time they crossed as it's every 5 years they cross 

over but Covid put a stop to the 2015 trip. 

 

We in our Independent Vindicatrix of East Kent 

Association have for many years participated in the 

departure and return at Ramsgate and look forward to 

the resumption soon.  Prince Michael of Kent is usually 

aboard the R.N. vessel escorting them and prior to their 

departure there is a short service held on the quayside 

with dignitaries and boat owners with Standard 

Bearers present before we move to the west pier by the 

lighthouse to "Dip" Standards as they depart, 

sometimes there's been a bugler playing and other 

times a lone Piper and they are cheered by all present. 

We, along with our colleague Mike Westhead the 

Standard Bearer for the Prince of Wales Sea Training 

School Association have represented the M.N. for a 

number of years. 

 

I hope you like these few photos. 

Cherrs, 

Phil. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Covid outbreak affecting several seafarers discovered on ONE ship in Busan  
SEVERAL crew members on ONE COMPETENCE, an 8,110 TEU ship operated by THE Alliance, 

tested positive for Covid-19 while the ship was at berth in Busan last week, reports London's The 

Loadstar.  

ONE COMPETENCE, which plies the transpacific trades to the US west coast, had entered the HMM 

PSA Pusan Newport Terminal last Monday, according to vessel-tracking data, and a customer advisory 

from ONE said that on Thursday, several crew members tested positive for Covid-19. South Korea 

requires all crew members on incoming ships to take a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test and those 

who test positive for Covid-19 will be taken off the ship and sent to a medical facility, while the others 

will be quarantined on the vessel. The ONE advisory said: "We have taken the necessary measures to 

enable cargo operations at Busan. We're working on ensuring that the vessel meets the required Covid-19 

regulations to be able to continue its westward voyage." Ships with Covid-19 infections usually undergo 

deep cleaning before they can resume sailing. ONE COMPETENCE was scheduled to have moved on to 

Shanghai, but its arrival there will now be delayed to August 5. Vessel-tracking data shows the ship, 

owned by ONE shareholder MOL, is now isolating off Busan. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRQ4Xfd6U0I
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Russia and China behind ‘high-risk’ mid-Atlantic tanker transfer hub  
By : Michelle Wiese Bockmann  
AT LEAST five Chinese-owned elderly VLCCs, all bought by the same anonymous beneficial owner in 

the past three months, are at the centre of a newly established ship-to-ship transfer hub for Russian crude 

that has evolved in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. Questions have been raised regarding the safety and 

scant regulatory and technical oversight of the high seas logistics network used to consolidate Russia-

origin crude cargoes on tankers that sail for China. Since the beginning of June, Lloyd’s List has tracked 

at least a dozen tankers involved in transferring or receiving Russian oil, previously loaded at Baltic and 

sometimes Black Sea ports, around 860 nautical miles west of Portugal’s coast. These VLCCs and 

suezmaxes are then tracked sailing for destinations including China, although possible STS transfers may 

be likely in waters off Singapore or Malaysia. Gazprom and Lukoil have chartered most of the tankers 

that loaded at Russian ports, including Primorsk and Ust-Luga, analysis of fixture data shows. As many 

as 12 further tankers may also have taken part in these STS operations during the past six weeks but have 

switched off their Automatic Identification System signal to avoid detection.  

There is no suggestion that any sanctions have been breached.  

“These are commercial games,” said Alex Glykas from Dynamarine, a company that advises shipowners 

worldwide on more than 4,000 STS transfers on some 1,300 vessels annually. “The way that the industry 

has been structured, it assists opportunities because there is no proper surveillance, it’s as simple as that. 

“Shipowners who want to take big risks, they make big money, and there are traders that support them.”  

Ship-to-ship transfer in open waters is a “high-risk process” and these operations in mid-Atlantic 

locations have never been seen before, according to Mr Glykas. He said there is a global network of 

accredited STS providers, and none operate in that area as “it doesn’t make any sense”. The tankers 

involved would need to have their own trained personnel on board to supervise because no STS service 

providers were involved nor proper assessments given, with a greater likelihood of injury to crew during 

moorings because of the open location.  

“You have to have people to do the mooring operations, but when you are in open seas, this is a danger 

because of the motion of ships,” he said. “You have to take into consideration that weather conditions 

need to be absolutely ideal for the operation, which is something not frequently found in the mid-

Atlantic.” Ships could be damaged during the operation, and hoses ruptured, leading to minor oil spills, 

he added. At the core of the STS mid-Atlantic operations is an unknown Dalian-based entity that provided 

the same address but different company names for five VLCCs bought in April and May.  

The address at “Fuli Center, 6, Gangxing Lu, Zhongshan Qu, Dalian, Liaoning” in China is used for all of 

the VLCCs, shipping databases show.  

DHT Holdings said in May that two of these VLCCs, the now-renamed 2007-built CATALINA 7 (IMO: 

9310159) and 2006- built NATALINA 7 (IMO: 9310147) were sold for $78m in May to undisclosed 

buyers. The tankers immediately sailed for the mid-Atlantic where they are now drifting in the area as 

they transfer cargoes from tankers that loaded at Russian ports.  

The ships’ commercial and ISM manager is a Dalian, China-based entity, Runne Co Ltd. Another VLCC, 

2004-built CRYSTAL ROSE (IMO: 9292228) also gave the same address but different company name, 

as did another newly purchased, 2004-built VLCC, MONICA S (IMO: 9292163), sold by SFL 

Corporationin April. MONICA S is sailing around the Cape of Good Hope after mid-Atlantic STS 

transfers that could not be identified as the recipient tanker or tankers did not have AIS on.  

Crystal Rose is currently in mid-Atlantic, southwest of Portugal. Some of the other VLCC, suezmaz and 

aframax tankers that engaged in STS transfers were previously involved in US-sanctioned Venezuelan or 

Iranian trades.  

The Palau-flagged aframax tanker ZHEN I (IMO: 9255880), was sold in May to a registered owner listed 

as Istanbul based Centrum Maritime, with Monumont Ship Management, a Marshall Islands-based shell 

company, providing commercial management.  

The tanker has twice shuttled between the Russian Baltic port of Primorsk and mid-Atlantic, before 

taking a third cargo directly to Asia from Primorsk. ZHEN I is now sailing in the Mediterranean 

signalling the Suez Canal as its next destination. Monumont Ship Management also manages three other 
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Palau-flagged tankers, all bought in the past 18 months, with trading patterns and AIS signals that suggest 

they are deployed in sanctioned trading. 

The tanker arm of China’s government-owned shipping company Cosco first developed the practice of 

using STS for cargo transfers of crude back in early 2019, in response to US sanctions on Iran’s shipping 

and oil sectors.  

The company used some eight most elderly tankers at a logistics hub set up in waters off Malaysia, with 

tankers shuttling backwards and forwards from Iran to Singapore and Singapore to China.  

This logistics pattern has since been refined and combined with a series of deceptive shipping practices to 

further obfuscate the origin and destination of the cargo, as well as the ownership and identify of any 

vessels involved. A fleet of some 200-plus elderly tankers is now directly involved in shipping some 1.2m 

barrels per day of Venezuelan and Iranian crude — about 3%-4% of seaborne trade — with China the 

predominant buyer.  

The STS transfers also allow traders to blend with other crude types or claim a bill of lading that falsely 

declares the crude on board is “Malaysian blend”, for example. Ship-to-ship transfers are now regularly 

used for Russia-origin crude, as sanctions and self-sanctioning recalibrate oil trades and divert oil to Asia 

from Europe. The mid-Atlantic STS locations established by Chinese interests however is a market first, 

given the acknowledged industry challenges of undertaking such transfers in open seas. Anchorages off 

Kalamata in Greece, Malta, Ceuta, and Kavkaz in Russia are also used for multiple STS transfers of 

Russia-origin crude, fuel oil and refined transport fuels. Source : Lloydslist 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘Huge Disruption’ Expected After UK Port Strike Vote Reuters  July 28, 2022 

 
LONDON, July 28 (Reuters) – Staff at Britain’s largest 

container port, Felixstowe, have voted in favour of strike 

action in a dispute over pay, the Unite union said on 

Thursday, warning of huge disruption across the supply 

chain. 

The dockworkers join a growing wave of employees, in a 

range of sectors from rail to telecoms, resorting to industrial 

action as pay rises fail to keep pace with inflation which is 

expected to hit double digits in Britain by the end of the year. 

“Strike action would bring Felixstowe to a standstill and would cause major logistical problems for 

maritime and road haulage transport entering the port,” Unite said in a statement. 

Unite’s regional officer Miles Hubbard said the industrial action would “inevitably create huge disruption 

across the UK’s supply chain”.  

Unite said workers at Felixstowe Docks, which is operated by Hutchison Ports, had been offered a pay 

increase of 5%.  

A port spokesperson said: “The company made what we believe to be a very fair offer and we are 

disappointed with the result of the ballot.” 

“We hope that any industrial action can be avoided,” the spokesperson added, saying the union had 

agreed to a request to meet with the conciliation service ACAS next week. 

The union did not give specific dates for the strike action, which will take place next month and was 

supported by 92% of workers who voted. 

Earlier this month Unite said it was also balloting hundreds of dockworkers in Liverpool for possible 

strike action. 

(Reporting by Kylie MacLellan, Editing by Elizabeth Piper, Michael Holden and Catherine Evans) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Piracy at its lowest in 28 years, but there’s no room for complacency 
Vessels continue to be targeted and boarded by local perpetrators when transiting the Singapore Strait. These 

account for over a quarter of all incidents reported globally since the start of the year 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
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Why is a ship called she?      
A ship is called a “she”, because there is always a great deal of bustle around her; there is usually a gang 

of men about, she has a waist and stays; it takes a lot of paint to keep her good looking; it is not the initial 

expense that breaks you, it is the upkeep; she can be all decked out; it takes an experienced man to handle 

her correctly; and without a man at the helm, she is absolutely uncontrollable, she shows her topsides, 

hides her bottom and, when coming into port, always heads for the buoys. Contributor - Lyn Blanchard 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
The London Fire Brigade operates 3 fire rescue boats named FIRE DART, FIRE FLASH and the above 

seen TANNER , which boats are moored at the Albert Embankment along the Thames  

Photo : Wouter van der Veen (c) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Nautical Institute Singapore Branch is back with the fourth edition of its 

annual conference  
The Nautical Institute Singapore Branch is back with the fourth edition of its annual conference 

SINGAPORE, 16 June 2022 - The Singapore branch of The Nautical Institute is set to host its annual 

conference on  

1 September 2022 in the Lion City. 

The conference is back bigger and better than ever after it was put on hold due to the pandemic and is 

ready to host close to 200 shipping professionals from the maritime industry at the Suntec City 

Convention Centre. Guest of Honour, Ms. Quah Ley Hoon, Chief Executive of Maritime Port Authority 

of Singapore (MPA), will be gracing the event and delivering a speech. The conference will kick start 

with a keynote address by Capt André L. LeGoubin MNM MA FNI, President of The Nautical Institute 

and Mark Cameron, Chief Operating Officer, Ardmore Shipping Corporation.  

The theme for this year, “Navigating Through the Digital Age: Towards a Green Future” aims to discuss 

current navigational practices used onboard modern ships and the challenges that will be faced in the 

future as technology develops. Attendees will be able to enjoy a full-day conference with four educational 

panels comprising distinguished speakers and industry leaders. The panellists will touch on aspect such as 

developing technology, high speed digital communication systems, green shipping, and autonomous 

bridge systems. Capt. Yves Vandenborn FNI, Honorary President of The Nautical Institute (Singapore) 

said: “We are delighted to be able to host our annual conference once DAILY COLLECTION OF 

MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2022– 212 Distribution : daily to 44200+ active addresses 20-07-2022 

Page 19 again after overcoming challenges faced during the pandemic. Once again, this conference comes 

at an opportune time for us in the digital age, to work towards a green future.” He added: “Furthermore, 

we hope that the conference will act as a platform for both participants and speakers to share insights and 

perspectives to help transition the maritime sector into a more sustainable future.”  

Interested parties can register at:  

https://reg.eventnook.com/event/nauticalinstitutesg2022/home  

A detailed agenda along with the line-up of speakers is available at: 

https://reg.eventnook.com/event/nauticalinstitutesg2022/Agenda  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://reg.eventnook.com/event/nauticalinstitutesg2022/home
https://reg.eventnook.com/event/nauticalinstitutesg2022/Agenda
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The Execution of Charles Fryatt 
 

A very good, little-known documentary!  

But why is it being told by an American.??? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EjAl8KAsy0  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

King's College London-MCA survey 
We have been contacted by a researcher at King’s College London who is working in collaboration with 

the Maritime and Coastguard Agency on a yearlong project to investigate how best to improve safety and 

inclusion of maritime autonomous technology. Your input into a survey would be extremely valuable to 

inform the first stage of this research. 

  

Anyone that is 18 years old and above, and with experience in, or knowledge about working in the 

maritime sector, including MAS technological designers or developers, seafarers, union workers or 

representatives, training or administration staff, retired staff, or staff who no longer work in the sector, are 

invited to participate. The survey records the diversity in the maritime and MAS workforce, MAS design 

trends, as well as measures safety and trust perceptions. 

  

For more info or to participate please follow this link: https://forms.office.com/r/4nrLyNGDnJ 

or contact Dr Caitlin Bentley on 020 784 82874 or e-mail Caitlin.bentley@kcl.ac.uk  An information 

sheet is also attached. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Celia (Celia Jackson, Executive Assistant & Office Manager, (Merchant Navy Welfare Board) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

C188 Work in Fishing Convention 
Working in close collaboration with the Fishermen’s Mission, the Board has produced a guide to ILO 

C188, the Work in Fishing Convention, which has been designed to inform fishers of the requirements of 

the convention in a way that is easy to understand. For an electronic copy of the guide please 

visit: https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Working-in-Fishing-Convention.pdf. 

Printed copies are available on request. 

  

The Board is considering developing an in-person training course covering all aspects of the C188 guide 

which would be a summary of the key elements of the UK legislation, the day to day implementation of 

the legislation aimed at applying and upholding the legal welfare standards applicable to fishers and 

fishing vessels.  

  

I would be grateful if you could please let me know if this training would be beneficial to your 

organisation so that we can prepare and arrange suitable training. 

  

Kind regards, 

                                     

Helen       ( Helen van Gass, Welfare & Training Manager, Merchant Navy Welfare Board) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Low Water on Europe’s Vital Rhine River Could Effectively Close It 

https://gcaptain.com/low-water-on-europes-vital-rhine-river-could-effectively-close-

it/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-022b634190-

139894965&mc_cid=022b634190&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EjAl8KAsy0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F4nrLyNGDnJ&data=05%7C01%7Can.cai%40kcl.ac.uk%7C8bdc7ef83ab541dbd7b908da739b4ea2%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0%7C0%7C637949408268951261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J1ZKBvOZ%2BdCSUJa6qAZVnRE6S3qEgYrw5llcIgUnt%2BA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Caitlin.bentley@kcl.ac.uk
https://secure.toolkitfiles.co.uk/clients/18838/sitedata/files/Working-in-Fishing-Convention.pdf
https://gcaptain.com/low-water-on-europes-vital-rhine-river-could-effectively-close-it/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-022b634190-139894965&mc_cid=022b634190&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/low-water-on-europes-vital-rhine-river-could-effectively-close-it/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-022b634190-139894965&mc_cid=022b634190&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/low-water-on-europes-vital-rhine-river-could-effectively-close-it/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-022b634190-139894965&mc_cid=022b634190&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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SLEIPNIR LIFTED BRAE BRAVO UPPER MAIN JACKET  

Did you know that the TAQA Group Brae Bravo upper main jacket is the heaviest jacket to have been 

removed by Heerema Marine Contractors?It weighed a huge 10,800 metric tons, making it 700 metric 

tons heavier than Heerema’s previous record-breaking lift! Now this enormous structure will be reused 

and recycled by more than 95% 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Japan regulators approve release of Fukushima water into sea  
Japan's nuclear regulators have approved a plan to release into the ocean water from the wrecked 

Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, the government said on Friday. The water, used to cool reactors 

in the aftermath of the 2011 nuclear disaster, is being stored in huge tanks in the plant, and amounted to 

more than 1.3 million tonnes by July. The regulators deemed it safe to release the water, which will still 

contain traces of tritium after treatment, the foreign ministry said in a statement. Plant operator Tokyo 

Power Electric Company (9501.T) will face additional inspections by regulators, it added. Tepco plans to 

filter the contaminated water to remove harmful isotopes apart from tritium, which is hard to remove. 

Then it will be diluted and released to free up plant space and allow decommissioning to continue. The 

plan has encountered stiff resistance from fishing unions in the region which fear its impact on their 

livelihoods. Neighbours China, South Korea, and Taiwan have also voiced concern.  

Source : Reuters Reporting by Sakura Murakami; Editing by Jacqueline Wong and Clarence Fernande 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A man who shovelled snow for an hour to clear a space for his car during a 

blizzard in Chicago returned with his vehicle to find a woman had taken the 

space. …………………………………….  Understandably, he shot her. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UK Gov't Gives Green Light for Six Offshore Wind Projects  
The UK government on Tuesday gave green light for six fixed offshore wind projects, with the potential 

to generate renewable electricity for more than 7 million households. The Secretary of State for Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy gave the approval for the projects to enter into an Agreement for Lease 

with The Crown Estate.  

Business and Energy Secretary the Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP said: “This month saw the price of 

offshore wind fall to record lows and today’s announcement will take us another step closer to increasing 

current levels of capacity almost five fold by 2030. “We are already a world leader in offshore wind and 

these new sites will help secure more clean, affordable, homegrown power for millions of households 

across the country, while reducing their reliance on costly fossil fuels.” The six Offshore Wind Leasing 

Round 4 projects are:  

Region/ location              Successful bidder   Proposed project capacity (MW)  

Off the Yorkshire Coast, North East of Scarborough RWE Renewables 1500  

Off the Yorkshire Coast, North East of Scarborough RWE Renewables 1500  

Off the Lincolnshire Coast, East of the Humber Estuary Green Investment Group – Total 1500  

Off the Northern Welsh Coast, North East of Anglesey Consortium of EnBW and BP 1500  

Off the Lancashire Coast, West of Blackpool and South West of Morecambe Bay Offshore Wind Limited, 

a Joint Venture between Cobra Instalaciones y Servicios, S.A. and Flotation Energy plc 480  

Off the coast of Barrow-In-Furness, West of Morecambe Bay Consortium of EnBW and BP 1500 Over 

the next few weeks,  

The Crown Estate will communicate with the preferred bidders for each of the six projects to confirm 

next steps in connection with the Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4. Any Agreements for Lease granted 

will secure the necessary environmental mitigation and compensatory measures. The projects could begin 

to generate clean electricity by the end of the decade. According to the Crown Estate, the UK current 

pipeline of offshore wind farms already in operation, construction, and planning now stands at 43GW, 

with a further 37GW of potential capacity from Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4, 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ship insurers seek navy escort on Ukraine grain corridor  
INSURANCE brokers and underwriters say they will only be willing to cover ships sailing through a 

proposed corridor to get Ukrainian grain out if there are arrangements for international navy escorts and a 

clear strategy to deal with sea mines. Russia, Ukraine, Turkey and the United Nations last week signed a 

deal aimed at resuming the shipping of grain from Ukraine across the Black Sea. But, a day later Russian 

missiles struck the port of Odessa. Ukraine's ports have been closed since Russia's invasion in February, 

which Moscow calls a "special military operation", with marine insurers based in Lloyd's of London and 

the wider London commercial insurance market awaiting more assurances given the potential losses 

involved with every ship. Insurance for the ships would be possible "if a sensible solution were offered", 

said Rory Colacicchi, a partner at insurance broker McGill and Partners, reports Reuters. "There would 

have to be escorts, mine sweepers, so an underwriter could say 'that's given us the satisfaction that it's not 

just a gamble'. At the moment, that's just a gamble, you wouldn't be able to go." An acceptable escort 

could be provided by joint Ukrainian and Russian ships, or by the United Nations or a neutral power such 

as Turkey, insurance sources said.  

An aid to mine sweeping could be the use of satellite technology to identify the locations of the mines, 

said a marine war insurer who declined to be named due to the sensitivity of the issue. Countries such as 

the United States, Britain or France may have that technology, the insurer added. The initial problem is 

that there are over 80 ships stuck in Ukraine - many with cargoes onboard including grain - which need to 

get out before new ships can go in, sources said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shoppers foot the bill as cargo kings pile on the profits 
The freight industry has jacked up prices sevenfold in the Covid pandemic, and we all pick up the bill. The 

chief executive of Clarksons took home £6.8 million, more than the bosses of Marks & Spencer and 

Sainsbury’s combined. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



                                                                    MNA CIRCULAR 2022 - #11 
10th August 2022 

 
 

 16 

The Pulse 

€35 million worth of cocaine intercepted at Rotterdam port  
The customs authorities intercepted multiple batches 

of cocaine during checks at the port of Rotterdam 

over the past week. In total, they found 475 

kilograms of the drug, worth around 35 million 

euros, the Public Prosecution Service (OM) said. 

Last week Friday, customs officers found ten large 

bundles containing 300 packages of cocaine in a 

container loaded with waste material from 

Columbia. Last night, they found 175 kilograms of 

cocaine in a container of makeup accessories from 

Panama. The drugs were hidden in ten boxes. The first container was destined for a company in Maasluis, 

the second for a company in Amsterdam. The OM doesn’t believe these companies have anything to do 

with the drug trafficking.The authorities seized and destroyed the drugs. Source : NLtimes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOAA wants stricter vessel speed limits to protect right whales  
By : Kirk Moore Bluewater Coastal & Inland Waterways News  

North Atlantic right whale #3230 "Infinity" and her calf were struck off the coast of Florida in February 

2021. The calf pictured died from the strike. Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission/NOAA permit 18786. 

Existing vessel speed limits are inadequate to protect endangered north Atlantic right whales from lethal 

collisions, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which is proposing to 

expand 10-knot speed limit zones. NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service on Friday announced the 

new rule proposal, which would also extend speed restrictions, now on vessels over 65 feet, down to 35 

feet. That would make many more fishing and recreational vessels subject to mandatory speed 

restrictions. The move on smaller boats comes after a 2021 incident when a young right whale calf died 

after it was struck by a 54- foot sportfishing yacht . ………………………….. Source : Workboat 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coast Guard Responds to Oil Discharge From Tanker on Mississippi  
Friday on the Lower Mississippi River near Kenner, 

La. Coast Guard Sector New Orleans watchstanders 

received notification at 6:08 p.m. that the tank vessel 

HAFNIA RHINE discharged oil during a fueling 

operation with a fuel barge at Ama Anchorage, mile 

marker 115. Watchstanders dispatched Coast Guard 

pollution responders to the scene. The crew of the 

Hafnia Rhine secured the oil discharge, but Sector 

New Orleans pollution investigators estimated up to 

2,100 gallons of fuel oil entered the water and 

contaminated approximately 50-60 barges in the vicinity. The National Response Corporation and 

Environmental Safety and Health Consulting Services were hired as oil spill removal organizations. The 

OSROs have placed 2,700 feet of containment boom and 3,320 feet of sorbent boom around the affected 

area including the contaminated vessels and have utilized the use of sorbents to recover oil product. Coast 

Guard Sector New Orleans personnel respond to a discharge of oil on the Lower Mississippi River near 

Kenner, Louisiana on July 28, 2022. The tanker ship Hafnia Rhine discharged an estimate of 2,100 

gallons of oil before its crew secured the source of the discharge. (U.S. Coast Guard courtesy photo by 

Sector New Orleans) The Coast Guard is committed to overseeing a timely clean-up of oil to mitigate 

environmental impacts through its coordination with partner agencies and the continued assessment of 

shorelines and waterways. There have been no reports of impact to wildlife. The cause of the discharge 

remains under investigation. Source : USCG 

Overflow?? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Houthi pirates accused of attempting to hijack racing yacht in Red Sea  
The attackers, armed with rocket-propelled 

grenades, were repelled by the yacht's 

security force AL-MUKALLA: The Iran-

backed Houthi militia in Yemen were 

accused on Thursday of trying to hijack one 

of the world’s most famous racing yachts in 

the Red Sea off the coast of Hodeidah. 

Attackers in three fast-moving skiffs and 

armed with rocket-propelled grenades tried 

to board the LAKOTA, a 19-meter sailing 

trimaran owned by the French yachtsman 

Philippe Poupon. The trimaran’s crew 

repelled the attacks and continued sailing up the Red Sea toward the Suez Canal. The yacht carries a 

racing crew of five but it is not known if Poupon himself, who has recently been on an Antarctic 

expedition with his family, was on board. Yemeni fishermen in nearby waters saw crew on the vessel 

exchange fire with the attackers. “Several attempts were made to board her,” the maritime intelligence 

company Dryad Global said. “Reports indicate she managed to get away.” Satellite-tracking data on 

Thursday showed the LAKOTA just west of the Hanish Islands in the Red Sea between Yemen and 

Eritrea on the Horn of Africa coast. The racing trimaran, previously called the Pierre 1er, is one of the 

most famous vessels in the sailing world. Built in 1990, it was once owned by the American tycoon and 

adventurer Steve Fossett. Poupon bought the yacht this year for an estimated €250,000 euros ($263,000).  

It was on its way from the Philippines to France, from where the yachtsman plans to sail it in the solo 

Route du Rhum transatlantic race in November, and had docked in Djibouti on the Horn of Africa last 

Sunday. Yemeni government officials said they had no doubt that the Houthi militia had carried out the 

attempted hijack. “Our information says three armed Houthi boats sailed from Al-Saleef in Hodeidah on 

Tuesday and were stationed in the sea. They attacked the boat,” one official told Arab News. The attack 

on the LAKOTA came days after the Houthis hijacked another vessel in the Red Sea delivering food to 

government troops in the city of Medi, in northern Hajjah province. The vessel, which had three 

fishermen and two soldiers on board, was sailing from government-controlled Khokha, south of 

Hodeidah, to the 5th Military Region in Medi on Sunday when it was attacked by armed Houthi boats. 

“The crew sent an alert that the Houthis were surrounding them and would arrest them, two hours after 

leaving Khokha,” a local officer told Arab News. In January, the Houthis hijacked the UAE-flagged 

vessel Rwabee with a crew of 11 off the country’s west coast, triggering local and international 

condemnation. The Coalition to Restore Legitimacy in Yemen said the ship was carrying medical 

equipment from a temporary Saudi hospital on the Yemeni island of Socotra.source : ArabNews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The racing trimaran, previously called the Pierre 1er, is 

one of the most famous vessels in the sailing world. 
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Truck fire on Spirit sparks emergency procedures  
TT-Line has confirmed a truck fire on board the SPIRIT 

OF TASMANIA 2 last night was quickly contained by it's 

on board fire crew. Passengers arrived safely in 

Devonport after a truck fire on a vehicle deck overnight 

saw the vessel's emergency procedures swing into action. 

The truck caught fire on deck three around midnight - half 

way across Bass Strait. All on board were advised to dress 

warmly, leave personal belongings in cabins, and to 

muster on deck seven in line with standard procedures. The vessel speed slowed while the fire was being 

dealt with, returning to full speed around 1.30 am and arriving in Devonport on schedule. Passengers have 

commended the quick work of the crew. TT Line CEO Bernard Dwyer said passenger and crew safety is 

of paramount importance to the company. “The crew did an outstanding job under very difficult 

circumstances, extinguishing the fire and keeping passengers and fellow crew members safe," Mr Dwyer 

said. "The important thing to remember is that while this was an extremely serious incident, the master 

and crew performed admirably and according to safety protocols implemented during rigorous training," 

he said. There's no information on the extent of damage to the truck or the ship at this stage.  

Source : tasmaniatalks. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Port of Felixstowe launches new Online Data Portal By: Jack Donnelly 

Hutchison Ports  
Port of Felixstowe has launched OCEAN (Online Container Enquiry Analytics Notifications), a new 

online platform to provide fast and accurate real-time information for customers. OCEAN port users can 

track up to 200 containers. They can refine their search, filtering data that includes estimated vessel 

arrival times, actual arrival times, when a container is landed, when it is cleared for collection, when it is 

booked to road haulage or a rail service and what time it departed the port. In addition to container-

specific information, the OCEAN dashboard provides a range of at-a-glance terminal status reports. These 

include current terminal density in TEU, the progress of vessel unloading/loading, VBS (vehicle booking 

service) information including slot availability, slots released/used in the past 24 hours and haulier 

turnaround times. Commenting on the launch, Adam Ramsey, Commercial Director at the Port of 

Felixstowe, said: “Global supply chains have been under pressure for the last couple of years and it has 

been increasingly difficult for shippers to obtain reliable and accurate data on the location and status of 

their goods. “This new service provides a wide range of data and sets a new standard in transparency. It 

enables port users to track the progress of their goods through the port and to access operational status 

reports.”arlier this week staff at the Port of Felixstowe voted in favour of strike action in a dispute over 

pay. Union Unite made the announcement on 28 July, where Unite members at Port of Felixstowe are 

responsible for all aspects of the port’s operation.source : porttechnology 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CalMac secretly fined £3.5m over ferry disruption by Scots Gov agency 

Transport Scotland By Martin Williams  
CALMAC have been hit with £3.5m in fines in a year as concerns rise about the reliability of Scotland's 

ageing ferry fleet. The penalty from the Scottish Government agency Transport Scotland eclipses the 

£3.3m pre-tax profit that CalMac Ferries Limited recorded in the year to March 2021. A group of island 

businesses have now called for the penalties to be put in a pot to compensate those who are losing money 

from disruption to the ferry services. Details of the penalties have been consistently kept under wraps by 

the Scottish Government-controlled ferry operator saying they were commercially sensitive. Similar 

penalties have been made by Transport Scotland to ScotRail over its performance - but the money is 

reinvested in improvements to the Scottish rail network, such as upgraded waiting areas on the Edinburgh 

to Glasgow route. The Herald on Sunday has seen emails in which the CalMac executive has admitted to 

the amount of penalties incurred. …………………………….   Source :Herald Scotland 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The SPIRIT OF TASMANIA 2 

Photo : Dale E.Crisp 
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Fishing boat strikes Norwegian Pearl cruise ship east of Nantucket, Coast 

Guard confirms  
Passengers aboard a cruise ship that sails weekly out of Boston awoke to a jolt early Saturday morning 

when the massive vessel was struck by a fishing boat.  

The U.S. Coast Guard said it received a report of the collision involving the NORWEGIAN PEARL at 

2:25 a.m. A spokesperson said a fishing boat, GABBY G, struck the Pearl’s midsection about 41 nautical 

miles east of Nantucket. The vessels were operating in rainy conditions at the time of the collision. 

 “The seas were relatively calm and then all of a sudden the ship just started going to the side,” said 

passenger Jeff Coveney. “It’s a little concerning that we’re not being told completely what has been 

happening. Even if nothing happened we would like to know that something has not happened but the 

lack of transparency is worrying.” Coast Guard officials said damage to the cruise ship was minimal, but 

the fishing vessel was significantly damaged. One person aboard the Gabby G suffered a laceration. No 

one on the cruise ship was injured. The damaged GABBY G was taken to New Bedford. Video of the 

ship shows damage to the starboard bow. The NORWEGIAN PEARL is 965 feet long and can 

accommodate nearly 2,400 guests. She has 16 dining options, 15 bars and lounges, a casino and a spa. 

She sails weekly between Boston and Bermuda through November. Source : WCV 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Carnival Cruise Ship Rescues 12 People Adrift Near Key West  
By Melissa Mayntz  
The CARNIVAL SUNRISE cruise ship rescued 12 people adrift in a boat, part of a sharp increase in such 

at-sea rescues this year CARNIVAL SUNRISE was on her way back to Miami on Friday evening, July 

29, 2022, when a small boat with 12 refugees was spotted adrift in the Straits of Florida, south of Key 

West. The cruise ship brought the men aboard and contacted the authorities for further assistance.  

According to Local 10 News, the incident occurred on Friday evening at approximately 7:30 p.m. The 

small rowboat with the 12 men was spotted, as the men, believed to be Cuban refugees, were attempting 

to attract the vessel’s attention by waving. CARNIVAL SUNRISE was en route back to Miami at the end 

of a 5-night roundtrip Western Caribbean sailing, which departed Florida on July 25 and visited Ocho 

Rios and Grand Cayman. The ship’s route traveled completely around Cuba. The men were brought 

aboard CARNIVAL SUNRISE, and the cruise ship alerted the United States Coast Guard (USCG) of the 

situation. Overnight on Friday as the cruise ship continued toward PortMiami, the vessel met with USCG 

Cutter Dauntless and transferred the men to their authority. This is a standard procedure in these 

circumstances. Dauntless has participated in several such rescues between Florida and Cuba in the past 

few weeks, and on July 30, repatriated 83 Cubans to Cuba following these interdictions.  

“Navigating the seas in a less than seaworthy vessel is dangerous and could result in loss of life,” said Lt. 

Connor Ives, of Coast Guard District Seven. “Our crews diligently patrol the region to prevent people 

from losing their lives in these dangerous attempts.” Source : Cruisehive 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exploitation Within the UK Fishing Sector - Transit Visas 
MNWB has written to the Home Secretary Priti Patel calling for transit visas to be abolished amid 

growing fears of exploitation within the UK fishing sector.  Please follow the link below to read the letter 

and to view the press release which has been issued to all relevant national, regional and maritime trade 

journalists. 

  

https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/home-secretary-must-scrap-transit-visas-says-mnwb 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The London Cenotaph Service 
There are a few tickets left for the London Cenotaph Service and Parade on Remembrance 

Sunday.  If a ticket is required, please contact me, as soon as possible, since the closing date for 

applications is Wednesday, 24 August. 

Regards  t.brant@talktalk.net 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.mnwb.org/blog-page/home-secretary-must-scrap-transit-visas-says-mnwb
mailto:t.brant@talktalk.net
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New £1.5m 'sea tractor' delivered to lifeboat station By : Casey Cooper-Fiske  
 

The crew at Wells lifeboat have taken delivery of a vast new £1.5m 'sea tractor' which will allow them to 

launch their new boat in tough sea conditions. The vehicle is fitted with tank tracks to carry the Shannon 

lifeboat across wet sand and into the waves It is designed to operate in calm seas up to a depth of 2.4m 

and can withstand full submersion in water of up to 9m deep if it gets stranded on an incoming tide. Its 

arrival is the latest stage in the multimillion pound upgrade of the RNLI's facilities in Wells, where a new 

boathouse has already been 

built and which will be 

completed once the new 18- 

tonne boat arrives in the 

autumn. The new machine - 

comprising a tractor and a 

launching rig - is known as 

the Shannon Launch and 

Recovery System (SLARS).It 

will allow the new lifeboat to 

be launched and recovered 

bow first, reducing the time 

and space needed to prepare 

for relaunch – a critical factor 

if the crew faces a busy day 

of call-outs. Lifeboat 

Operations Manager, Chris 

Hardy, said: "It's great to see 

the arrival of this highly capable and impressive purpose-built rig."We are looking forward to the intense 

crew training beginning in preparation for our new Shannon lifeboats arrival at Wells in a couple of 

months’ time." The vehicle was delivered on Thursday. Training will begin next week for five of Wells' 

crew so they will be able to operate the complex equipment safely and efficiently. Source : 

northnorfolknews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carriers  
The Queen Elizabeth class is a class 

of two aircraft carriers of the United 

Kingdom's Royal Navy which are 

the central components of the UK 

Carrier Strike Group. The lead ship, 

HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH, was 

named on 4 July 2014,[14] in 

honour of Elizabeth I. She was 

commissioned on 7 December 2017 

The second, HMS PRINCE OF 

WALES, was launched on 21 

December 2017, and was commissioned on 10 December 2019.The contract for the vessels was 

announced in July 2007, ending several years of delay over cost issues and British naval shipbuilding 

restructuring. The contracts were signed one year later on 3 July 2008, with the Aircraft Carrier Alliance, 

a partnership formed with Babcock International, Thales Group, A&P Group, the UK Ministry of 

Defence and BAE Systems. In 2014 the UK Government announced that the second carrier would be 

brought into service, ending years of uncertainty surrounding its future. This was confirmed by the 

Strategic Defence and Security Review 2015, with at least one carrier being available at any time.  

 
The new £1.5m SLARS equipment which has arrived at Wells lifeboat 

station. - Credit: RNLI 

 
The HMS PRINCE OF WALES (R09) and in front the HMS 

QUEEN ELIZABETH (R08) moored in the Naval Base in 

Portsmouth. Photo : Gert Bruinekreeft © 
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The vessels have displacement of approximately 65,000 tonnes (64,000 long tons; 72,000 short tons), are 

284 metres (932 ft) long and are the largest warships ever constructed for the Royal Navy.[The Carrier 

Air Wing (CVW) will vary depending on the type and location of deployment, but will consist of a 

maximum of 24 F-35Bs under normal circumstances (or 36 in extreme cases) and Merlin helicopters in 

both utility and Airborne Early 

Warning roles.The projected cost 

of the programme is £6.2 billion. 

The 2010 Strategic Defence and 

Security Review announced the 

intention to purchase the Lockheed 

Martin F-35C "carrier variant" and 

to build Prince of Wales in a 

Catapult Assisted Take-Off Barrier 

Arrested Recovery (CATOBAR) 

configuration. However, in 2012, 

after projected costs of the 

CATOBAR system rose to around 

twice the original estimate, the 

government announced that it 

would revert to the original design 

deploying F 35Bs from Short 

Take-Off and Vertical Landing 

(STOVL) configured carriers. 

A maximum of 24 F-35Bs will 

operate from each carrier under 

normal circumstances, with the 

ability to operate 36 in extreme 

circumstances. The ships have a 

sortie generation rate of up to 110 

per day. Fourteen Merlin HM2 will 

be available with typically nine in 

anti-submarine configuration and 

four or five with Crowsnest for airborne early warning;[citation needed] alternatively a "littoral 

manoeuvre" package could include a mix of Royal Navy Commando Helicopter Force Merlin HC4, 

Wildcat AH1, RAF Chinook transports, and Army Air Corps Apache attack helicopters.[63] As of 

September 2013 six landing spots are planned, but the deck could be marked out for the operation of ten 

medium helicopters at once, allowing the lift of a company of 250 troops. The hangars are designed for 

operating Chinooks without blade folding and the Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey tiltrotor; the two aircraft lifts 

can each accommodate a Chinook with unfolded blades.As the Royal Navy plans to operate the aircraft 

carriers in rotation, it will only form a single carrier air group to equip whichever aircraft carrier is 

deployed. However, drones may allow the opportunity for the Royal Navy to form a second carrier air 

group. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Filipino authorities suspend recruitment agency after ITF red list warning 

over illegal fees  
A Philippines-based recruitment agency that unlawfully charged seafarers placement fees has had its 

licence suspended after the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) highlighted its illegal 

practices. Global Marine and Offshore Resources Inc, based in Manila, was last week red listed on the 

ITFShipBeSure.org directory of recruitment (manning) agents. This is a warning to seafarers that they 

should avoid seeking employment through that agency. Now the Filipino Department of Migrant Workers 

(DMW) has suspended Global Marine’s licence. ………………………………………        Source : ITF 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH (R08) transiting the Singapore Strait 

in the Eastbound TSS July 16 2021 Photo : Piet Sinke 

www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 
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First Ukraine Grain Ship Passes Joint Inspection -  Reuters - August 3, 2022 

By Umit Bektas and Orhan Coskun (Reuters) –  

The first grain ship to leave a Ukrainian port in wartime 

passed inspection and was heading through the Bosphorus 

on Wednesday for a delivery that foreign powers hope will 

be the first of many to help ease a global food crisis.  

The Razoni left Odesa on the Black Sea early on 

Monday carrying 26,527 tonnes of corn to Lebanon and 

anchored at the entrance of the Bosphorus Strait on 

Tuesday night. 

The shipment was made possible after Turkey and the 

United Nations brokered a grain and fertilizer export 

agreement between Moscow and Kyiv last month – a rare 

diplomatic breakthrough in a drawn-out war of attrition. 

The ship entered the Bosphorus Strait around 1130 GMT, 

following the completion of the inspection by Russian, 

Ukrainian, Turkish and U.N. personnel working at a Joint 

Coordination Centre (JCC) in nearby Istanbul. 

Ukraine said it had 17 more vessels loaded with 

agricultural products awaiting approval to set sail.  

Ukraine’s ambassador to Lebanon, Ihor Ostash, said the 

Razoni was expected to arrive in Tripoli port in four to five 

days. 

Also Read Zelenskiy: First Grain Ship ‘Nothing’, More Ships Are Needed ASAP 

THREE SHIPS A DAY 

Inspection personnel boarded the Razoni after two boats 

ferried them from a small fishing port at Istanbul’s Rumeli 

Feneri to the ship, which was circled by two coast guard 

boats while a helicopter flew over. 

The JCC said the clearing of the ship after a three-hour 

inspection concluded the initial “proof of concept” 

operation. 

The inspection team gained valuable information from the 

crew about the Razoni’s journey, which will be used to 

finetune procedures to continue the safe passage of 

commercial vessels under the deal, it added. 

The U.N.-brokered deal relaunched the export of grains 

from one of the world’s top producers after they were 

stalled for more than five months after Russia’s Feb. 24 

invasion. The agreement aims to help ease shortages and 

rising prices. 

After the first successful departure, a senior Turkish official, who requested anonymity, said three ships 

may leave the three Ukrainian ports in the Black Sea every day, instead of the previously planned one. 

The 120-day deal will be extended for a month at a time if exports are not completed due to the weather 

or problems with inspections, the official said, adding that the initial period appeared sufficient for 

Ukrainian silos to be emptied. 

U.N. spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said that more outbound movement was being planned from 

Ukraine on Wednesday, adding that about 27 ships were covered by the export deal. 

Also Read: Zelenskiy: First Grain Ship ‘Nothing’, More Ships Are Needed ASAP 

(Additional reporting by Bulent Usta, Ali Kucukgocmen, Daren Butler in Istanbul, Tom Balmforth in 

Kyiv, Timour Azhari in Baabda; Editing by Andrew Cawthorne and Nick Macfie) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Joint Coordination Centre officials 

board Sierra Leone-flagged cargo ship 

Razoni, carrying Ukrainian grain, for an 

inspection in the Black Sea, off Kilyos, near 

Istanbul, Turkey August 3, 2022. Turkish 

Defence Ministry/Handout via REUTERS 

ATTENTION EDITORS - THIS PICTURE WAS 

PROVIDED BY A THIRD PARTY. NO RESALES. 

NO ARCHIVES. 

 
A military officer stands at a stage after a news 

conference at The Joint Coordination Centre 

hours after the first ship to carry Ukrainian 

grain through the Black Sea, since Russia 

invaded Ukraine five months ago, left the port 

of Odesa for Lebanon in Istanbul, Turkey, 

August 2, 2022. REUTERS/Umit Bektas 

https://gcaptain.com/author/reuters/
https://gcaptain.com/first-grain-ship-odesa/
https://gcaptain.com/first-grain-ship-odesa/
https://gcaptain.com/russia-and-ukraine-sign-deal-to-restore-grain-exports/
https://gcaptain.com/russia-and-ukraine-sign-deal-to-restore-grain-exports/
https://gcaptain.com/zelenskiy-first-grain-ship-nothing-more-ships-are-needed-asap/
https://gcaptain.com/zelenskiy-first-grain-ship-nothing-more-ships-are-needed-asap/
https://gcaptain.com/zelenskiy-first-grain-ship-nothing-more-ships-are-needed-asap/
https://gcaptain.com/zelenskiy-first-grain-ship-nothing-more-ships-are-needed-asap/
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Hot Sand Causing 99% of Sea Turtles to be Born Female 
Posted on August 3, 2022 by Rick Spilman 

 

Climate change is threatening the future of sea turtles. Whereas the gender of most animals is determined 

at fertilization, the sex of most turtles, as well as alligators, and crocodiles is determined by the 

temperature of the developing eggs. The hotter the sand where the eggs are buried, the more female 

turtles are hatched. Recent heat waves have caused the sand on some beaches in Florida to get so hot that 

nearly every turtle born was female. 

Reuters quotes Bette Zirkelbach, manager of the Turtle Hospital in Marathon in the Florida Keys, saying, 

“The frightening thing is the last four summers in Florida have been the hottest summers on record.” 

“Scientists that are studying sea turtle hatchlings and eggs have found no boy sea turtles, so only female 

sea turtles for the past four years,” Zirkelbach said, whose turtle center has operated since 1986. 

When a female turtle digs a nest on a beach, the temperature of the sand determines the gender of the 

hatchlings. Zirkelbach said an Australian study showed similar statistics – “99% of new sea turtle babies 

are female.” 

Research shows that if a turtle’s eggs incubate below 27.7° Celsius (81.86° Fahrenheit), the turtle 

hatchlings will be male. If the eggs incubate above 31° Celsius (88.8° Fahrenheit), however, the 

hatchlings will be female. Temperatures that fluctuate between the two extremes will produce a mix of 

male and female baby turtles according to NOAA’s National Ocean Service. 

“Over the years, you’re going to see a sharp decline in their population because we just don’t have the 

genetic diversity,” said Melissa Rosales Rodriguez, a sea turtle keeper at the recently opened a turtle 

hospital at the Miami Zoo. “We don’t have the male-to-female ratio needed in order to be able to have 

successful breeding sessions.” 

The two turtle hospitals are also battling tumors in turtles known as fibropapillomatosis, also known as 

FP. These tumors are contagious to other turtles and can cause death if not treated. 

With climate affecting the future of turtles and the disease being so widespread, Zirkelbach sees the need 

to save every turtle she can and open more rehab centers. 

Thanks to Alaric Bond for contributing to this post. 

Source Old Salt Blog 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ukraine detains Russian ship loading grain at Black Sea port  
THE Port of Chornomorsk near Odessa on Black Sea has detained a Russian bulk carrier, the 73,281-dwt 

EMMAKRIS III loading grain, supposedly under an agreement signed by Russia and Ukraine in Istanbul 

on July 22, reports CNN. CNN obtained a decision by a court in Kiev on July 20 that gave authorities 

permission to hold the ship. The office of the Ukrainian prosecutor general had asked the court to 

"prohibit representatives of the registered owner, actual owner, operator, charterer and any other persons 

from taking measures to dispose of, use, alienate the specified property, including by prohibiting them 

from leaving the Port of Chornomorsk." 

A Ukrainian official confirmed to CNN that "the ship is under arrest and not allowed to leave the port." 

The official would not be identified as they were not authorised to speak on the record. Russia has said 

Ukrainian mining of coastal waters is to blame for the halt to shipping. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.oldsaltblog.com/2022/08/hot-sand-causing-99-of-sea-turtles-to-be-born-female/
http://www.oldsaltblog.com/author/rick/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/turtle-hatch.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/hotter-summers-mean-floridas-turtles-are-mostly-born-female-2022-08-01/#:~:text=If%20a%20turtle's%20eggs%20incubate,NOAA'S%20National%20Ocean%20Service%20website.
https://www.turtlehospital.org/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/temperature-dependent.html#:~:text=This%20is%20called%20temperature-dependent,the%20hatchlings%20will%20be%20female.
https://www.alaricbond.com/
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Fishermen set sail as fishing ban ends  
The fishing moratorium in the East 

China Sea was partially lifted on 

Monday and the first fleet of more than 

1,100 fishing boats in Wenzhou, 

Zhejiang province set sail. Fishing 

boats in coastal cities including 

Zhoushan and Ningbo also upped 

anchor and set sail after the three-

month ban. Unlike previous years, the 

fishing boats setting out from 

Wenzhou this year are more intelligent 

and are equipped with new 

technologies such as broadband access at sea and telephones to improve communication efficiency, 

Zhejiang Daily reported. "After renovation, the fishing boats will be safer and more comfortable. I hope I 

will be lucky enough to fill the hold and come back soon," said Lin Houwu, a captain. To ensure the 

navigational safety of commercial fishing boats, local maritime safety and agriculture administrations 

have arranged for law enforcement vessels to patrol in key waters and have released safety alerts to guide 

navigation. Lianyungang in Jiangsu province, neighboring Zhejiang, has also ended its moratorium and 

started fishing on Monday. Since the moratorium came into force on May 1, the city has dispatched 324 

law enforcement vessels and 138 illegal fishing boats have been seized, according to local authorities. 

Source: China Daily 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Six maritime giants launch innovation competition to drive Diversity, Equity, 

and Inclusion (DEI)  
Thome Group, together with other maritime giants Hafnia, Anglo American, RightShip, Rio Tinto, and 

Wilhelmsen have joined forces to launch Maritime Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) Innovation Lab 

2022.  

The innovation lab is an open competition for interested participants (individuals, institutions, companies, 

students etc.) to submit their ideas on addressing DEI in the maritime industry. Shortlisted teams will 

participate in the innovation lab to hone their pitches in preparation for a ‘Dragon’s Den’ session with 

industry leaders. The winning team and their idea will be brought to life with collaboration and funding 

from the partner organizations involved.  

With women representing only 1.2% percent of the global seafarer workforce (BIMCO/ICS 2021 

Seafarer Workforce Report), and a significant lack of ethnic and female representation in senior roles 

(Diversity Study Group 2021), the maritime sector lags when it comes to attracting and retaining the 

talent required to succeed in the face of increasing uncertainty and complexity. The aim of the innovation 

lab is to uncover powerful ideas through crowdsourcing and applying rapid and agile methodology from 

ideation through to product development. This year’s competition follows the Women in Maritime Lab 

2020 which resulted in the creation of SeaCode, a platform offering peer to peer support to seafarers 

whilst gathering and aggregating industry data. Recently, SeaCode was incorporated within the ISWAN 

organization. In announcing this year’s program, Jamie Morgan Ramsamy, Head of HSSEQ at Thome 

Group, said diversity, equity & inclusion within the industry could not be more important, stressing that it 

was up to industry stakeholders to start to embrace new ideas and ways of thinking as the industry 

innovates to meet the demands of the future. “Diversity is more than just gender and we are very excited 

to be part of this industry push behind the Maritime Diversity, Equity (DEI) & Inclusion Lab. We look 

forward to working with our partners and participants on the project and to see these very exciting ideas 

coming through to fruition,” he said.Those interested in driving change in the maritime industry are 

invited to submit their ideas through the website: https://www.esg-innovation.com/maritime-dei-lab-

2022/   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.esg-innovation.com/maritime-dei-lab-2022/
https://www.esg-innovation.com/maritime-dei-lab-2022/
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Van Oord’s inspection hatch among the nominees for IADC Safety Award 

2022 by Zlatan Hrvacevic  

Van Oord’s new system named the INSPECTION HATCH will compete for the IADC Safety Award 

2022. According to IADC, the system uses a cantilever to allow the inspection hatch to be operated by a 

single person. The design enables quick inspections, making it less labour intensive and removes the need 

for lifting equipment.  

Opening an inspection hatch in a suction line towards the pump is a frequent activity. Originally a bolted 

hatch, the opening of an inspection hatch is labour intensive. First, several nuts and bolts need to be 

loosened before lifting gear is then used to remove the hatch. After inspection, the same routine has to be 

carried out to close the hatch and enable dredging activities to continue. Van Oord came up with a design 

to improve the existing bolted hatch to enable quick inspections, making the process less labour intensive 

and eliminating the need for lifting equipment. The new system uses a cantilever to allow the inspection 

hatch to be operated by a single person. It eliminates the need to use power tools to loosen nuts and bolts 

as well as the necessity to operate lifting gear, for example a deck crane, for removal and installation of 

the hatch. Source : dredgingtoday 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crew member injured in cargo blaze aboard CMA CGM Rabelais  
By Nick Savvides  
A cargo fire, which broke out on the 6,552 teu CMA CGM-chartered vessel Rabelais on Wednesday, is 

now under control. An injured crew member is not in any danger, confirmed the box ship’s owner. The 

Loadstar understands that the crew member was injured during the firefighting operations, when he 

slipped and fell, breaking some ribs.  

The vessel was en route to Nhava Sheva, India, after departing Singapore and was navigating the Malacca 

Straits, some 100km north-west of Port Klang, when the fire was discovered at about noon, local time. A 

spokesperson for vessel owner Danaos Corp, said the master had “immediately implemented firefighting 

protocols” and emphasised: “The fire is still burning, but it is under control. “There was no explosion, as 

originally reported, and there is no news at this time of the cargo involved or the damage to the vessel and 

surrounding containers. The spokesperson said the CMA CGM Rabelais would head for Port Klang to 

allow the injured crewman to receive medical attention. A firefighting tug is accompanying the vessel. No 

pollution from the incident has been reported. Source : The Loadstar 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Supertanker Rescues Syrian Refugees at Sea  
A Greek-registered supertanker recently came to the rescue 

of a group of Syrian refugees stranded without water, food 

and fuel in the Mediterranean Sea. Late in the evening on 

May 27, 2022, Samaris Konstantinos from Brittania 

forwarded an email that the club’s emergency line received 

from the NGO ‘Watch the Med’ in regard to a rescue request 

nearby the Euronav very large crude carrier (VLCC) 

ANTIGONE. Eight Syrian refugees, including seven men 

and one female, were sailing a small craft and were without 

water, food, and fuel for their engine. The email from the 

NGO was originally received by Rescue Coordination Centre 

(RCC) Malta, RCC Rome and the authorities in Malta and 

Italy. It was then circulated to Euronav’s Operations Manager and the Designated Person Ashore (DPA) 

and it was agreed to get in touch with the ANTIGONE. The DPA called the vessel and a Search and 

Rescue (SAR)-operation was initiated based on SOLAS Ch.V regulations 33, which stipulates, among 

other things, that when a vessel is in a position to be able to provide assistance to a vessel or person in 

distress at sea, it is bound to proceed with all speed to their assistance, informing them or the search and 

rescue service that the ship is doing so. This obligation applies regardless of the nationality or status of 

such persons or the circumstances in which they are found. In less than one hour after initiating the 

rescue, the small craft was spotted by Antigone and the distressed refugees were successfully saved. The 

ANTIGONE, which was on its way to Gilbraltar, proceeded with trying to disembark the refugees to a 

safe haven, contacting various harbours multiple times with the request to disembark the refugees. 

Eventually, the Spanish authorities confirmed that the rescued persons could disembark in Algeciras, 

although the rescue operation did not fall under their maritime jurisdiction. On June 3, the refugees could 

finally disembark. Source : MarineLink 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Militant Managers at Svitzer Tugs determined to trash waterfront labour 

negotiations  
Three unions representing maritime workers employed by Svitzer Towage have written to company 

managers inviting them to return to the negotiating table to avoid litigation next week in the Fair Work 

Commission, but the company – a local subsidiary of one of the world’s largest maritime conglomerates, 

AP Moller Maersk – has set a course towards industry disruption and uncertainty by seeking to cancel its 

Employment Agreement with tugboat workers at every Australian mainland port.  

Svitzer Towage operates 24/7 with the cooperation and contribution of maritime workers represented by 

the MUA, the Australian Institute of Marine & Power Engineers (AIMPE) and the Australian Maritime 

Officers Union (AMOU). The global company’s local management has refused to negotiate a new 

employment agreement with the three unions after the expiration of the Svitzer National Towage 

Agreement 2016 in December 2019. While theoretically employers and unions should negotiate a 

replacement agreement before the expiration of an old one, Svitzer Australia has engaged in almost three 

years of managerial militancy by refusing to negotiate, lodging a laundry list of unreasonable demands, 

and threatening to slash the pay of its seagoing workforce by almost 50%.  

Svitzer’s lawyers plan to front the Fair Work Commission with an application to terminate the 2016 

agreement and return their workforce to the Award. Svitzer’s desired course of action would devastate 

workers by slashing their pay, cause massive fatigue risks and undermine Svitzer’s capacity to provide 

reliable and efficient towage services to its clients, namely international shipping companies and various 

port authorities. “Svitzer’s militant brinksmanship threatens to throw the smooth and efficient operation 

of almost every Australian seaport into complete chaos,” said the MUA’s National Secretary, Paddy 

Crumlin. “We are confident that the Fair Work Commission will look at the reckless and belligerent 

behaviour of Svitzer throughout this process and respond to the company’s court action appropriately,” 

Mr Crumlin added. The Marine Towage Award, which workers would fall back to without an Enterprise 

 
Euronav’s ANTIGONE transiting the 

Singapore Straits Photo : Piet Sinke 

www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 
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Bargaining Agreement in force, would slash pay and conditions that have been negotiated in exchange for 

flexible work and overtime. Returning to the Award would force tugboat workers to perform massive 

volumes of overtime to recoup their normal levels of take-home pay, leading to dangerous levels of 

fatigue and stress and the obliteration of any semblance of a work-life-balance.  

“The employment agreement which Svitzer’s managers are asking the Fair Work Commission to 

terminate is the instrument that delivers efficient, modern working arrangements – and wages – for 

tugboat workers upon which Australia’s entire supply chain depends. Slashing our members’ pay by up to 

50% will destroy the livelihoods of these workers” Australian Maritime Officers’ Union Executive 

Officer, Mark Davis said.  

Members of each of the three maritime unions will be invited to join a national briefing tomorrow (Friday 

5 August) via Zoom with ACTU Secretary, Sally McManus.  

“With efforts to negotiate in good faith being ignored by management, we are forced to take time off 

work this week to consider our options and decide democratically on a way forward,” said Australian 

Institute of Marine and Power Engineers President, Martin Byrne. “Our members are skilled, experienced 

and devoted to their profession, but they are being treated with contempt by a management team that 

seem determined to sink the company,” Mr Byrne added.  

Paddy Crumlin, who is also the International Transport Workers Federation President, reiterated his call 

for AP Moller Maersk’s global leadership to intervene in a situation that is now completely out of the 

control of local managers.  

“These local executives are in over their heads and are leading the Australian subsidiary down a path to 

ruin with their short sighted and pigheaded attitude. AP Moller Maersk needs to pull them in to line and 

remind them of the company values which its shareholders expect them to uphold, including respect for 

workers and their right to collective bargaining,” Mr Crumlin said. Source : Maritime Union of Australia 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WORLD’S LARGEST CONTAINERSHIP RECEIVES ABS CLASS Written 

by Ian Taylor  
The American Bureau of 

Shipping has announced that 

EVER ALOT – the world’s 

largest containership with a 

capacity just over 24,000 TEU 

– has received ABS class. The 

vessel is the latest in a series of 

five being built by Hudong-

Zhonghua Shipbuilding in China to ABS class.The 400-metre long megamax-24 type ship was delivered 

in June and will serve ports between Asia and Europe.John McDonald, ABS Executive Vice President 

and COO, commented: ‘We are proud to support the design, construction and successful delivery of such 

a remarkable vessel through the challenges of the pandemic. As the leading class in containerships, we 

have a record of supporting industry firsts and this milestone is the latest we are proud to add to that list.’ 

The EVER ALOT is the seventh vessel in the Evergreen A class and the first to surpass the 24,000 TEU 

mark. It took the world’s biggest containership crown from another Evergreen vessel, the EVER ACE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Four overboard rescued ahead of Garuda Shield exercises  
Four men were rescued from a capsized boat in waters off Bangka Belitung Islands over the weekend, 

thanks to passing Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL) warships en route to the 2022 Super Garuda Shield joint-

military exercises. All the survivors were found at sea some 72 hours after their boat had tipped over and 

were promptly evacuated to Batam, Riau Islands for further medical assistance, according to the 

Indonesian task force leading the drills. ……………….  They were all crew working aboard the fishing 

boat KM Rizky that had capsized. The survivors were found in a weakened state but were nursed back to 

health before they disembarked in Batam to receive further treatment. ………  Source : The Jakarta Post 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The EVER ALOT seen Westbound transiting the Singapore Strait during 

her maiden voyage to Europe 

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com (c) 
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Hot Work Led to 7-Day Blaze on Cargo Ship in New Zealand -Accident 

Report - Mike Schuler - August 5, 2022 

Hot work has been identified as the source of a seven-day blaze on board a cargo ship in New Zealand in 

December 2020. 

New Zealand’s Transport Accident Investigation Commission (TAIC) has published its final report on the 

incident and response. 

On December 18, 2020, the cargo ship Kota Bahagia was 

discharging a high-value cargo of wind turbine 

components at Napier Port. Shore-based workers were on 

board doing hot work with gas-cutting equipment to 

remove steel brackets that were welded to the hold floor 

to keep the cargo in place. TAIC Acting Chief 

Investigator of Accidents, Naveen Kozhuppakalam, says 

molten material from gas-cutting hot work very likely 

caused the fibre-glass cargo to catch fire. 

Responding to the fire, Fire and Emergency NZ (FENZ) 

took charge of the unified command team, consisting of 

the ship’s crew, FENZ firefighters, and the Port authorities. The ship’s master followed FENZ’s orders 

and evacuated people from the ship. 

“The ship’s master knew that the crucial firefighting tactic was to close the cargo hold cover and release 

carbon dioxide into the hold. To close the cover, the crew needed to go back on board to hoist a crane 

wire and container spreader out of the hold,” said Kozhuppakalam. 

“The master tried to convey these tactics to the FENZ officer in charge, but valuable time was lost 

because FENZ staff didn’t initially give due regard to the master’s command status and knowledge of the 

ship and its systems. 

“The Commission found that suppression of the fire was further delayed because the parties involved 

lacked a shared and consistent understanding of each other’s roles and objectives.” 

It took seven days to extinguish the fire, resulting in extensive damage to ship’s hold and the cargo, 

however there were no fatalities or serious injuries. 

In its report, the TAIC reiterated two recommendations it made to FENZ in 2018, and one 

recommendation to the ship’s operator, Pacific International Lines. 

The response to the fire on the Kota Bahagia revealed safety issues that were similar to those identified 

by the TAIC in its November 2018 report on a fire on the Kokopo Chief in Port of Tauranga. Accepting 

TAIC’s recommendations in that report, FENZ indicated that they would complete reviews in 2019. But 

these reviews were not complete when the Kota Bahagia fire occurred in December 2020. 

“To completely implement the Commission’s 2018 recommendations, Fire and Emergency NZ needs to 

urgently update its training regime to include the latest procedures and guidance for fighting fire onboard 

ships,” said Kozhuppakalam. 

“The Commission welcomes Fire and Emergency’s safety actions so far, which include new documents 

that the status and authority of the master; new procedures for fighting fires on ships; and work with ports 

to formalise firefighting collaboration,” he added. 

As a result of the Kota Bahagia investigation, the TAIC has made one new recommendation – that Pacific 

International Lines take further steps to ensure that the safety precautions prescribed in its Safety and 

Emergency Manual are implemented effectively on board its vessels. TAIC welcomes safety actions 

taken by Pacific International Lines to date but believes that further action is still required to meet the 

intent of the recommendation. 

While the TAIC identified no safety issues with Napier Port’s response to the Kota Bahagia fire, TAIC 

welcomed Napier Port’s proactive safety actions including: its fire hydrants and firefighting equipment 

have distinctive new markings, and the Port strengthened relationship with FENZ includes formalized 

firefighting tactics, site orientation and emergency simulation exercises. 

The TAIC’s investigation report can be found here. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Smoke rises from a hold in the cargo ship 

Kota Bahagia in Napier Port, New Zealand. 

Photo © James Hooker via TAIC 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://www.taic.org.nz/inquiry/mo-2020-205
https://www.taic.org.nz/inquiry/mo-2020-205
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Newsclippings reader and contributor Anko Staas built the TITANIC of Lego, consisting of 9090 Lego 

bricks and parts, length 135 cm, scale 1:200 and weight 12,8 kg.  

 
It’s built up in 3 separate sections, fwd-, mid- and aft ship and can be easily put together and separated to 

view all the details inside, including the engines which have movable pistons and make the propellers 

turn. This is an amazing piece of design by the Lego designers, it took me approx. 50 hours to finish and 

although it’s pretty big it’s a great pleasure to look at all the tiny details. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rhine Water Levels in Germany Leaves Ships Only Part-Loaded 
https://gcaptain.com/rhine-water-levels-in-germany-leaves-ships-only-part-

loaded/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-caec5769ad-

139894965&mc_cid=caec5769ad&mc_eid=4c72dd3685  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://gcaptain.com/rhine-water-levels-in-germany-leaves-ships-only-part-loaded/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-caec5769ad-139894965&mc_cid=caec5769ad&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/rhine-water-levels-in-germany-leaves-ships-only-part-loaded/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-caec5769ad-139894965&mc_cid=caec5769ad&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
https://gcaptain.com/rhine-water-levels-in-germany-leaves-ships-only-part-loaded/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-caec5769ad-139894965&mc_cid=caec5769ad&mc_eid=4c72dd3685
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Containership capsized, sank at Japanese berth while loading  
THE small Japanese flagged 1,680-dwt containership MAYA capsized 

and sank to the bottom at its berth at Shunan Port, Japan, reports 

Rostock, Germany's FleetMon. The ship lost stability during loading of 

containers, and capsized. Some 100 containers went overboard and 

drifted around in port area and Tolkuyama Bay waters. Three crew who 

were on board, escaped, one of them was taken to hospital, with non-

life threatening injuries. Some 40 litres of fuel leaked. Operations are 

under way to recover floating containers and contain fuel stain, said the 

report. Source : Schednet 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scexit would have devastating effect on shipbuilding in Glasgow claims MSP  
Labour MSP Paul Sweeney claimed that English shipyards would pick up Royal Navy contracts set for 

Glasgow if Scotland became independent. Scottish independence would have a devastating effect on 

shipbuilding on the River Clyde as Royal Navy orders would instead go to England, it has been claimed. 

Labour MSP and former shipyard worker Paul Sweeney claimed that Merseyside or Tyneside would pick 

up UK Government work which would have normally came to Scotland if Scexit happens. BAE Systems 

operates the last two shipyards in Glasgow at Govan and Scotstoun and rely heavily on orders from the 

Royal Navy. They are planning a £200million investment at its Govan base on the Clyde where they are 

currently building three Type 36 frigates for the Royal Navy. And the Daily Record reports that Mr 

Sweeney believes that it had been “clear for years” that if Scotland voted to leave the UK then future 

Ministry of Defence orders would be handed to English yards instead. The first of the three ships will be 

named HMS Glasgow and is expected to enter the water for the first time later this year. It is currently 

being built in Govan and is due to be floated upstream to Scotstoun later this year for completion. There 

will also be a further five Type 26 frigates which are due to be built on the Clyde under the second part of 

a multi-billion pound deal between BAE and the Minister of Defence. Glasgow MSP Mr Sweeney 

welcomed these deals but warned that any progress on them could be threatened by Scexit. He told the 

Record: "After years spent working on the development of this world-class covered shipbuilding facility 

on the Clyde, and advocating for it in Parliament, I'm delighted that it is now fully funded and about to be 

submitted for planning consent.“ It has been clear for years that if Scotland left the UK then its Royal 

Navy orderbook would go to shipyards at Portsmouth, Merseyside and Tyneside. “So the approval by the 

BAE board of this £200m facility upgrade at Govan shipyard is a massive vote of confidence in Clyde 

shipbuilding. “It simply highlights the fact there is unlikely to be a referendum on breaking up the UK 

any time soon, indeed it is probably the worst kept secret in Scottish politics." BAE is planning to expand 

its operations in Scotland as they previously announced that in 2022 it would hire a record 196 

apprentices for its naval ships business. A Scottish Government spokesman pointed to their papers on 

independence which would he claimed would unleash Scotland’s economic potential. He said: "The first 

paper in the Building a New Scotland series highlighted how the Westminster economic model 

persistently leads to Scotland falling far short of its economic potential. “As Scottish Ministers have set 

out, with the full powers of independence, Scotland could do so much better, and the rest of the UK 

would continue to be a major trading partner for Scotland.” Future papers will set out the opportunities 

through independence for the Scottish economy and detailed proposals for a range of key areas including 

trade." Source : scottishdailyexpress   Source : scottishdailyexpress 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Russia to spend $30 billion on Northern Sea Route by 2035  
Russia is to spend almost 1.8 trillion roubles ($30 billion) on the Northern Sea Route development project 

up to 2035, according to a document uploaded to the government’s website, according to Reuters. The 

document said the sea route, which is being facilitated by reduced sea ice as a result of climate change, is 

“a very important transport corridor, of both national and global significance”. . Source : portnews 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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62 Yr Old Sailor Rescued, Trapped for 16 Hours in Capsized Sailboat Off 

Spanish Coast, After Loss of Keel - by Rick Spilman Aug 6, 2022 
 

It has happened again. While sailing in a qualifying race 

for the upcoming transatlantic solo sailing contest Route 

du Rhum, 62-year-old French sailor Laurent Camprubi 

found himself trapped inside his sailboat after it 

capsized. The keel on his boat, the Jeanne Solo Sailor, 

sheared off and the boat capsized 14 miles (22 

kilometers) from the Sisargas Islands off Spain’s 

northwestern Galician coast. 

 

Camprubi sent out a distress signal and, remarkably, was 

able to survive in a pocket of trapped air for 16 hours until he was rescued by a Spanish search and rescue 

team.  

 

The Washington Post reports that the air bubble was about 27 inches long on Monday but shrank 

drastically overnight. By Tuesday, water was filling up, and he knew he was running out of time. But he 

kept calm, Camprubi said. 

 

“I couldn’t understand how was I able to survive,” Camprubi, of Marseille, told the Spanish newspaper 

La Voz de Galicia. “The conditions were very adverse.” 

 

In a rescue mission that has been 

described as “on the edge of the 

impossible,” rescue crews battled the 

rough seas. Vicente Cobelo, a member 

of the coast guard’s special operations 

team, told the laSexta TV station that 

when the rescuer banged on the boat 

Monday night to see whether there 

were any survivors, he got a response. 

 

“We knew then there was someone underneath,” he said. But the waters were too rough to attempt a 

rescue. So the team had to wait until next morning to try again. 

 

On Tuesday, two divers swam under the boat to free the sailor, who was wearing a survival suit and 

submerged in water up to his knees, coast guard officials said. 

  

Cobelo, the coast guard member, told reporters when the divers approached the boat, the sailor jumped 

into the freezing water and swam under the boat to reach the surface. 

 

“Of his own initiative, he got into the water and free-dived out, helped by the divers who had to pull him 

through because it was difficult for him to get out in his survival suit,” Cobelo told the laSexta TV 

station. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ukraine and Russia Agree to Protect Grain Ships in Black Sea 
https://gcaptain.com/ukraine-and-russia-agree-to-protect-grain-ships-in-black-

sea/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-caec5769ad-

139894965&mc_cid=caec5769ad&mc_eid=4c72dd3685 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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University of Plymouth and BMT join forces to improve cyber security in the 

maritime sector  
BMT, a leading international multi-disciplinary engineering and design consultancy, has signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the University of Plymouth to jointly research ship design 

and cyber security in the maritime sector. BMT has a growing cyber security team and recognises the 

unique challenges created in the maritime domain.  

The new agreement will look at harnessing the capabilities of the University’s recently opened £3.2 

million Cyber-SHIP Lab. This world-leading facility is dedicated to simulating and understanding 

maritime cyber threats and facilitating future secure maritime operations through cyber resilience 

research, tools and training. The facility forms part of the University’s Marine Navigation Centre, which 

includes a physical ship’s bridge used to simulate attacks and test equipment.  

BMT was a founding industry supporter of the Cyber-SHIP Lab when it was launched in 2019, based on 

the firm belief that through the development of these new tools and lab, the UK can become a leading 

power in maritime cyber security. Commenting on the MoU, Jake Rigby, Research and Development 

Lead, BMT, said:  

‘BMT is delighted to be working with the University of Plymouth in helping the UK drive the highest 

possible standards in maritime security. With this knowledge and experience in place, the UK can then 

offer the benefits of the insights, operational practices and training to the global shipping and marine 

community. Through combining our expertise and our knowledge, we are confident great strides will be 

made in enhancing security and cyber protection across maritime.’  

Professor Kevin Jones, Executive Dean of Science and Engineering at the University and Principal 

Investigator on the Cyber-SHIP Lab project, added:‘With our ever-increasing dependence on the global 

maritime sector, ensuring ships and port operations are cyber secure has never been more critical. 

Advances in cyber technology, and the emergence of new threats, mean this is a constantly evolving area 

that needs an innovative and joined-up approach. The partnership between the University and BMT is a 

perfect example of that, uniting our collective expertise in both identifying potential issues and solutions 

and finding the means for them to be applied in maritime engineering and design.’ The MoU was signed 

by Professor Judith Petts CBE, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Plymouth, and Sarah Kenny, CEO of 

BMT, and will kick-start a range of collaboration opportunities from student engagement and employee 

development to collaborative research and joint consultancy.Source: BMT 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Startup has high hopes for massive, mobile fish farm  

 
A British startup and its Chilean strategic ally are in the process of developing a 174 metre mobile 

fish farm OCEAN ARK that could be capable of producing up to 5,000 tonnes of salmon per cycle. 

by Rob Fletcher 
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The OCEAN ARK will able to produce 5,000 tonnes of salmon per cycle, and will be able to do so away 

from vulnerable coasts © Ocean Sovereign Called Ocean Sovereign, the company was established with 

the participation of its strategic ally Ocean Arks Technology (OAT), which was set up by Rodrigo 

Sanchez, the man who helped to introduce the use of copper-meshed nets into Chile’s aquaculture sector. 

He is supported by Christino Stange, one of the pioneers of the Chilean aquaculture industry, who has 

over 45 years experience of fish production; Hector Ruiz, a former captain in the Chilean Navy, who 

brings experience in marine regulations and offshore navigation; and Karl Morris, an offshore specialist 

who brings experience in marine regulations, navigation and the offshore environment.  

“Ocean Sovereign is the sole owner of the regulatory approvals, final execution/engineering plans and 

design including upgrades of the initial basic design in order to get the approvals. We have also secured 

agreements with leading shipyards capable of constructing such a special vessel,” explains Karl Morris, 

the company’s head of business development. According to Sanchez, the concentrated nature of coastal 

aquaculture – in particular of the salmon sector – is limiting its growth and challenging its sustainability. 

With coastal aquaculture sites vulnerable to a range of problems including oxygen drops, algal blooms, 

red tides and the accumulation of parasites and pathogens.  

Basically we cut the ties that keep aquaculture on the coasts, we put a low emission engine on it, add the 

technology of fully recyclable copper meshes and transform aquaculture into a fully mobile activity. 

“Mobility is our goal, keeping fish in the best water conditions is the key,” he told delegates at the recent 

Blue Food Innovation Summit, where Ocean Sovereign had been invited to present its project. “Basically 

we cut the ties that keep aquaculture on the coasts, we put a low emission engine on it, add the technology 

of fully recyclable copper meshes and transform aquaculture into a fully mobile activity,” he added.  

Key specifications  

According to the approved plans, the OCEAN ARK will:  

·  Be 174 m long by 64 m wide  

· Have the capacity to store 450 tonnes of feed  

· Be able to operate without resupplies for up to 25 days  

· Produce 5,000 tonnes of fish per cycle  

· Have a cruising speed of 3 to 4 knots, depending on the species being farmed  

While the first unit has yet to be built, the milestones flagged up by Sanchez include successful patent 

applications and approval from RINA. He also claimed that the “framework regulation for several 

territories to ensure production approval” exist.  

The economics  

The original Ocean Ark was designed to hold up to 3,900 tonnes of fish and expected to cost $22 million. 

Ocean Sovereign says that this has increased by 50 percent, due to regulatory demands and the rising 

costs of raw materials. However, thanks in part to the new design increasing the vessel’s capacity to 5,000 

tonnes, Morris argues that the Capex would equate to around $7 per kilo of fish produced – a rate that 

compares favourably to other offshore production systems. It’s also broadly in line with cost of vessels 

used for shipping vessels, the offshore industry and high seas fishing, he adds. Moreover, the companies 

say that they have managed to raise enough funding for the first vessels from maritime industry finance 

organisations and venture capital, so are not under pressure to raise more at this stage.  

Next steps  

While the design has been deemed sufficiently seaworthy for both navigation and production, there will 

be many more legislative hoops to jump through before actually farming the fish will be permitted in the 

exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of individual countries. Meanwhile, according to Morris, production is 

already permitted in the High Seas.  

The founders claim that production conditions on the Ocean Ark will mimic a natural shoal of fish  

“The environmental impact assessment is mandatory in EEZs and discretionary in international waters, as 

the impact is very low – just like any natural shoal of fish. So, we don’t consider this to be a hurdle and it 

is being worked on for the EEZs,” he says. Morris also believes that the mobile nature of the system will 

help to ensure the health and welfare of the fish. “The OCEAN ARK with low density in high-quality 

waters drifting with natural currents as fish shoals is a fish farming solution that is the closest a fish can 

be to its natural habitat, bringing back fish to where they belong, the ocean,” he explains.  
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Working with the industry  

According to Morris, Ocean Sovereign is committed to working with the established aquaculture sector. 

“For Ocean Sovereign, which comes from the maritime world, we are not only open to collaborating with 

conventional aquaculture partners, we have to. And we can count on strong expertise from Chile with the 

OAT team and other fish farming experts from Europe will be on board soon,” he explains. We would 

like to see our technology reach as many producers as possible because it will not only improve their 

business but will also make aquaculture more sustainable deconcentrating coastlines, and returning fish to 

the oceans where they belong.  

 “We would like to see our technology reach as many producers as possible because it will not only 

improve their business but will also make aquaculture more sustainable, deconcentrating coastlines and 

returning fish to the oceans where they belong,” adds OAT. According to Morris, while there has been 

plenty of interest in the design from the existing aquaculture sector, there has been “much more interest 

from offshore and fisheries companies, as they are used to working in this environment and clearly 

understand the opportunity”. The company is not lacking in ambition and in the next five years Morris 

would like to see a fleet of Ocean Arks deployed that are capable of producing 120,000 tonnes for the US 

market and 120,000 tonnes for the European market, through collaboration with existing maritime, 

offshore, fishing and aquaculture operators. Ocean Sovereign business model goal is to have 

environmental friendly vessels, while sustainability, fish welfare and inclusivity are considered in 

everything we do. “Ocean Sovereign business model goal is to have environmental friendly vessels, while 

sustainability, fish welfare and inclusivity are considered in everything we do.  

We want to include local fishermen from Europe and the USA in part of the production – approximately 

one third will be reserved for them and they will be able to supply their own local market with the fish 

they will bring from the Ocean Ark,” says Morris. “Our initial deployment plan will be orientated towards 

the European and US markets, as near as possible to the respective coasts, which will lower emissions in 

transportation. We will farm warm and cold water species such as – but not limited to – salmon, black cod 

and kanpachi. We are now reviewing the best flag conditions for the vessels with local authorities,” 

Morris concludes. Source: The Fish Site 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Drugs seized from a container on board Maersk Inverness in Port Botany. 

Photo courtesy Australian Federal Police - Mike Schuler - August 8, 2022 

Australian police have seized cocaine worth more than $195 million 

from a container transported by a Maersk ship in Sydney’s Port 

Botany. 

Australian Border Force (ABF) officers discovered the drugs on July 

22 during an inspection of shipping containers on M/V Maersk 

Inverness, which had docked a day earlier. The haul—some 700 

kilograms in total—was found packaged in denim bags inside a 

shipping container described as containing wood products. 

A total of 28 bags contained 25kg of cocaine each in brick form. The 

AFP said a forensic examination of the drugs, worth an estimated 

AUD $280 million (USD $195 million), identified different emblems 

on the bricks of cocaine, including the numerals ‘5’ and ‘365’ and the word ‘Netflix’. 

Following the preliminary investigation, the Maersk Inverness was allowed to continue its journey. 

Records from Maersk show Maersk Inverness called in Cartagena, Colombia in June before stops in 

Philadelphia and Charleston on the U.S. East Coast, Balboa, Panama (via Panama Canal) and Tauranga, 

New Zealand before its arrival at Port Botany. 

“This seizure demonstrates the technical expertise of our dedicated ABF officers who made the initial 

detection and stopped this large shipment of cocaine from entering our community,” said Australian 

Border Force’s Detained Goods NSW Superintendent Joanne Yeats. 

“We continue to work with our law enforcement partners to ensure the Australian community is kept safe 

from the importation of dangerous drugs,” she said 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Cocaine Seized from Container 

Carried By Maersk Ship in 

Australia 

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
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An older gentleman was on the operating table awaiting surgery  

He insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the operation. 

 

As he was about to get the anaesthesia, he asked to speak to his son. 

 

"Yes, Dad, what is it?" 

 

"Don't be nervous, son; do your best, and just remember, if it doesn't go well, if something happens to me, 

your mother is going to come and live with you and your wife...." 

( I LOVE THIS !) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor's office. 

 

"Is it true," she wanted to know, 

"That the medication you prescribed has to be taken 

for the rest of my life?" 

 

"Yes, I'm afraid so,"' the doctor told her. 

There was a moment of silence before the senior lady 

replied, 

 

"I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my condition 

because this prescription is marked 'NO REFILLS'.." 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Test your Bible knowledge against these kids answers  Continued 
Kids were asked questions about the old and new testaments. The following statements about the 

bible were written by children. Any incorrect spelling has been left in. 

8. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 

 

9. The greatest miricle in the bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him. 

 

10. David was a hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of 

people who lived in biblical times. 

 

11. Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

 

12. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the magna carta. 

 

13. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found Jesus in the manager. 

 

14. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 

 

15. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before they do one to you.  

16. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance. 

 

17. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 

 

18. The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 

 

19. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan. 

 

20. St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marraige. 

 

21. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 "If you want to know how old a woman is then ask her sister-in-law." - Edgar Howe 

 

"Old age comes at a bad time." – San Banducci 

 

"Inside every older person is a younger person wondering what happened." - Jennifer Yane 

 

"Old age is like a plane flying through a storm. Once you are aboard there is nothing you can do 

about it." - Golda Meir 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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That’s all from me now folks. 

Stay Safe Shipmates 

 

 

Good Health, Fair Winds and Calm Seas. Take Care. 
 

 
 

Yours Aye,  

Malcolm 

 

Malcolm Mathison  

Merchant Navy Association 

 

Tel: 01472 277 266 Mob: 07831 622 312 Email: R546060@aol.com  

www.mna.org.uk       Registered Charity No. 1135661  

 


